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Letter From The Publisher 


Welcome to the 20th season of Lindy’s college football publica- 
tions. 

Lindy’s produced its premier issue in 1982 — Lindy’s SEC Football. 
It was a historic year for SEC football — legendary coach Paul “Bear” 
Bryant coached his final Alabama team and Herschel Walker was win- 
ning the Heisman Trophy at Georgia. 

Lindy’s expanded in 1987 to publish five other regional titles: ACC, 
Big Ten, Pac-10, Southwest and Big Eight. In 1996, the Big Eight and 
Southwest conferences merged, and Lindy’s Big 12 was born. In 1998, 
Lindy’s launched its National college edition to complete our current 
lineup of six college annuals. 

In an ongoing effort to improve Lindy’s, we've made a couple of 
additions and changes this year. Lindy’s has expanded Scoping the 
Nation and also added an NFL page for each of our regional titles. | feel 
some graphic changes make this year’s annuals our most attractive 
package ever. 

All of the Lindy’s staples remain in place: in-depth team previews, 
rosters, recruiting, team, player and position rankings ... and our usual 
lineup of comprehensive features. 

Lindy’s is ready for a historic year just like our first one in 1982. 
Two coaches are ready to pass Bryant's Division I-A coaching record of 
323 victories, and, as Dennis Dodd explains in his feature on the “3 
Wise Men” of college football, we might never again see a trio like Joe 
Paterno, Bobby Bowden and Lou Holtz. 

Most of the usual suspects are in the chase for the national title — 
we're picking Florida — and this season the championship game could 
be even more special because for the first time, it will be held in the 
granddaddy of them all, the Rose Bowl. 

| appreciate your loyalty to Lindy’s, allowing us to continually grow 
and invest in our publications. 

As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


AX Pasi 


Publisher 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
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Birmingham, Alabama 35223-2472 Audit 
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NATION. 
PICi<«sS 


Payback Means Gators Are No. 1 


Getting tired of seeing a Florida team play for the 
national title? Well, this season it looks like we're 
going to have two of them ... and it’s the Gators’ turn 

to win it all. 
Why Florida? It’s all about the playmakers. 
Receiver Jabar Gaffney caught 14 touchdown passes last season. Cor- 
nerback Lito Sheppard intercepted six passes, returned one for a score, 
and went the distance twice on punt returns. DE Alex Brown has 20.5 
sacks in the past two seasons. Then, there’s the quarterback position, 
where super sophomore Rex Grossman will get the call. Or, uh, maybe it 
will be super sophomore Brock Berlin. Whatever, either can be really, real- 
ly good ... and Florida has 17 other returning starters from last season's 

SEC title team. 

THE GOOD NEWS: As usual, Florida has a minefield of a sched- 
ule that includes eight bowl teams, but here’s the nugget of good news: 
Tennessee and Florida State must visit Gainesville. The offense isn't a 


question; the focus of the spring was often to find fire in a talented-but- 
inconsistent defense. In particular, the force of new D-line coach Ricky 
Hunley’s personality should spark Brown to his full potential as the best 
edge rusher in college football. 

THE BAD NEWS: Winning the national title sure would be a lot 
easier if DT Gerard Warren (the No. 3 pick in the NFL draft) and OT Keny- 
atta Walker (No.14) had stayed around for their senior seasons. And 
maintaining the delicate balance of having two young, quality QBs is a dif- 
ficult task for any coach, although Spurrier seems to be even more baf- 
fled than most. Can he keep Grossman vs. Berlin from becoming a 
disruption? 

OUR CALL: The Gators are athletic, they’re experienced and they're 
deep — perhaps as deep as any Florida team under Spurrier. Combine all 
that with what should be a big, fat chip on their shoulders from getting 
whomped by rivals Florida State and Miami last season, and this is the year 
Florida delivers the payback and walks away with all the hardware. 


2. MIAMI 


Coker Is Hurricanes’ Biggest Question 


Butch Davis did the heavy lifting at Miami, rebuild- 

ing the ‘Canes in six seasons that could’ve/should’ve 
ended in the national title game. And, now, it’s all Larry Coker's baby. Davis 
bailed in late January for the Cleveland Browns, and Coker was pro- 
moted from within to his first head coaching job since Clarmore (Okla.) 
High in the late 1970s. OK, Larry, show us what you've got. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Blossoming QB Ken Dorsey knows what to do 
with all the time he gets from a marvelous offensive line with bookend 
tackles Bryant McKinnie and Joaquin Gonzalez. Not much will get past 
the quality secondary. 

THE BAD NEWS: This Larry Coker character ... can he coach? He'll 
be tested by Joe Paterno, Frank Beamer and Bobby Bowden this season 
— all on the road. 

OUR CALL: Talent wins out. If you're good, you’re good, so never 
mind those road games. BCS computers willing, Miami reaches the nation- 


al title game. 
2 Hey, Major Applewhite, we love you ... but this is 
Chris Simms’ team now, and he’s got all the goods 
to finish what Mack Brown has been building toward for the past three 
seasons — a conference championship. Maybe even a national champi- 
onship. Dare we consider an undefeated season? Texas fans dream big, 
and all the elements are in place for the ‘Horns to deliver. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Let us count the bests: The best quarterback 
duo in the nation, the best young receiving corps in the nation, the best 
schedule in the Big 12. This is huge: Texas misses Nebraska and Kansas 
State in league play. 

THE BAD NEWS: The ‘Horns lost 1,000 pounds of pure NFL tal- 
ent — OT Leonard Davis and DTs Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers. 
The running game is in the hands of a true freshman, albeit a talented one, 
in Cedric Benson. 

OUR CALL: The window of opportunity will never be wider for UT, 
which will atone for last year’s horrific loss to Oklahoma and carry a 
stacked Big 12. 


3. TEXAS 


Big Offense, Favorable Schedule Power ’Horns 


4. TENNESSEE 


Rebuilt Vols Ready For Power Trip 


OK, consider these guys rebuilt. The Vols are ready 

to make a run at the prize (SEC East), bigger prize 
(SEC title) and biggest prize (national title). An 0-3 SEC start last season 
made it feel like the wheels were coming off, but realistically, it was just 
a young team losing tough games in a tough league. QB Casey Clausen 
and DT John Henderson have turned that worm. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The offensive line, which was almost all new 
last year, is an almost all-veteran crew this year. Yes, there are trips to 
Gainesville and South Bend, but there aren't any other games the Vols won't 
be favored to win. 

THE BAD NEWS: Didn't you read the line above about Gainesville 
and South Bend? The defense needs to reduce the big plays it allows (11 
TDs of longer than 20 yards in 00), and the wideouts need to step up and 
make more big plays. 

OUR CALL: Non-league games against Syracuse and Notre Dame 
give the Vols ample “national pop,” which will allow them to attain and 
sustain a high national ranking even if they aren’t able to emerge from 
The Swamp with a victory. 


5. OKLAHOMA 


Great Expectations Again In Norman 


What will these guys do for an encore? Well, don’t 

look now, but who's to say they can’t keep the Soon- 
er Magic going? Coach Bob Stoops was only kidding (or was he?) when 
he said that the only way to top last year’s 13-0 national championship 
season was to go 14-0 and win a national championship. Hmmm ... he 
then went out and scheduled a potential 14th game for 2001. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This winning thing is very much a habit. Con- 
sider that 13 Orange Bowl starters return to the lineup, and of the nine 
that are gone, only two were NFL draft-worthy. There’s reason to think 
these guys can improve. 

THE BAD NEWS: Well, now that everyone expects them to be 
great, the whole experience changes a great deal. And QB Josh Heupel 
is no longer around to help pull the Sooners out of the fire when 
needed. 

OUR CALL: If they avoid injuries and get just a couple of breaks 
(like last year), there’s no stopping them. Except for Texas, and perhaps 
in Lincoln. 


6. FLORIDA STATE 


In Down Year, Noles Have Loads Of Upside 


Well, here’s your chance to spit on Superman’s 

cape. But we aren't going to do it. We're smarter 
than that. Sure, Bobby Bowden is coaching one of his least-experienced 
teams in more than a decade, but Chief Whatshisname still is gonna 
throw that spear into the turf, and these Seminoles still will run like a sprint 
team, and Florida State will win 10 or more games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Guys like DT Darnell Dockett, DT Jeff Womble 
and WR Atrews Bell, etc., are superstars-in-waiting. Although this is the 
best chance yet for another team to capture the ACC, Georgia Tech must 
visit Doak Campbell Stadium. 

THE BAD NEWS: Who's going to play QB, and how well? Heis- 
man winners don’t grow on trees (even in Tallahassee), and a dozen 
other starters will be new, too. Florida, Miami and the pesky Bees are 
loaded and have FSU in their sights. 

OUR CALL: If you name a coach who would not jump at the chance 
to trade his team’s talent with Bowden, you're kidding yourself (OK, 
Spurrier might be the exception). 


Z. NEBRASKA 


Still Tough To Keep Up With Big Red 


How's this for different: Lindy’s has been doing 

national player ratings since 1992, and this marks 

the first time a Nebraska running back has not been 
mentioned. Maybe the heir apparent at !-back, Dahrran Diedrick, will 
prove us wrong ... but it looks as if Eric Crouch will have to carry even 
more of the load on a bothersome right shoulder that required offsea- 
son surgery. 

THE GOOD NEWS; All roads lead to Lincoln. Nebraska has eight 
home games, including massive tilts against Notre Dame, Kansas State 
and Oklahoma. Eric Crouch is still one of the best running QBs around, 
and is a tough-guy winner. 

THE BAD NEWS: Other than TE Tracey Wistrom, the Huskers 
lack for proven pass catchers. Will an |-back step up? With question- 
able depth and just 11 returning starters, Nebraska’s margin of error for 
injuries is thinner than usual. 

OUR CALL: Other Big 12 teams have caught up to Big Red, but 
this won't be the year that ends the school’s streak of 32 seasons with 
at least nine wins. 


8. UCLA 


Can Toledo’s Team Be Tough Enough? 


BRUINS OK, we know Bob Toledo can recruit. But if he does- 

n't start winning again — and winning in a big, big 

way — with all of those blue-chippers, there will be some mighty unhap- 

py powder-blue fans in Westwood. UCLA is due for some better luck with 

injuries, and if they are granted it, these talented Bruins will retake con- 
trol of the Pac-10 from the Northwest schools. 

THE GOOD NEWS: No other Pac-10 team can touch UCLA's tal- 
ent, and it’s spread throughout every major position group. And here's a 
schedule edge: The Bruins don’t go to the league’s toughest venues — 
Oregon and Washington. 

THE BAD NEWS: Beyond the intangibles — these guys really 
need to prove they have some cajones — the big issue is quarterback 
play. It's been middlin’ since Cade McNown left. Is Cory Paus a champi- 
onship QB? 

OUR CALL: The Bruins put it all together and get to take the trip 
to Phoenix for the Fiesta Bowl (since UCLA's home field is hosting the nation- 


al title game). 
Gr The window is open. And somebody is home. With 
Florida State less than a sure thing for the first time 
since ... let's see, since George O'Leary was a defensive coordinator, the 
Yellow Jackets are ready to seize their chance. George Godsey needs to 
be all the way back from his knee injury, and the team needs to stay healthy 
enough of course. Say it with us: the ACC title really is within reach. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This looks like the most-talented Georgia Tech 
squad since the 1990 national-championship team. There is good speed 
and great experience on a roster that includes playmakers in every posi- 
tion group. 

THE BAD NEWS: Godsey is the can-do guy who can lead the Yel- 
low Jackets through adversity, but he has a knee that can’t take any more 
adversity. As young and vulnerable as FSU might be, Tech still must win 
in Tallahassee on Sept. 15. 

OUR CALL: They can doit ...they can doit ...they can do it...but 
will they? Almost, but not quite. This could be a two-BCS Bowl season 
for the ACC. 


9. GEORGIA TECH 
Really ... This Could Be Jackets’ Year 


10. OREGON 


Home Cooking Keeps Ducks Fat And Happy 


Since Oregon wins ‘em all at home — the Ducks 

are up to 20 in a row at Autzen Stadium — let's 

count six automatic wins for 2001 (yes, yes, we know beating Oregon 

State isn’t that easy). Add in less-than-strenuous road games at Utah 

State, Arizona, Cal and Washington State, and you're up to 10 victories All 

that’s left to win is a season-defining game at UCLA in mid-November. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Mike Bellotti seems committed to stay in 

Eugene, where he churns out one great offense after another. QB Joey 

Harrington, RB Maurice Morris, WR Keenan Howry form a dynamite trio; 
CB Rashad Bauman is a star. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has to be rebuilt with seven new 
starters, and neither line looks particularly strong on paper. There will be 
a new punter, kicker, long-snapper and special teams coordinator. 

OUR CALL: Notas talented overall as UCLA, but the Ducks’ strength 
at home, combined with an easy Pac-10 road slate, gives them a chance 
to win the league. 


11. KANSAS STATE 


Despite Losses, Another Fine Season For 'Cats 


The Kansas State program has reached this kind 

of company: It has finished in the Top 10 in five of 
the past six seasons, matching Nebraska, Florida and Tennessee and 
trailing only Florida State. No matter how big the reloading job is — K- 
State has 11 starters returning, including the punter — the ‘Cats will 
keep knocking on the door of their first Big 12 title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The linebackers and offensive line are among 
the best in the nation. Lots of hype surrounding the new QB, whoever it 
is — either sophomore Ell Roberson or JC transfer Marc Dunn. 

THE BAD NEWS: Last year's fine defensive line was mostly seniors, 
and only safety Jon McGraw is left standing in the secondary. Overall, 24 
seniors are gone from last season. 

OUR CALL: Can’t count on the Wildcats winning at Nebraska for 
the first time since 1968, so look for a second-place finish in the North 


and a nice bowl. 
Rick Neuheisel has things shaking in Seattle, get- 
ting to the Rose Bowl in only his second season 
with the Huskies. That success, combined with a top-notch recruiting 
class that will become the norm, means Washington is ready to reas- 
sume its place as a full-time Pac-10 monster, just as it was in the early 
‘90s under Don James. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Huskies have solved their receiver defi- 
ciencies, and now have one of the best units in the conference. Larry 
Tripplett is the kind of DT stud everyone wants; sophomore RB Rich Alex- 
is is ready for stardom. 

THE BAD NEWS: Marques Tuiasosopo isn’t around to save the 
bacon, and UW is likely to go with Cody Pickett (six career pass attempts) 
at QB. He’s working with four new starters on the offensive line. 

OUR CALL: Despite a possible 0-2 start (Michigan, at Miami), the 
Huskies will find their way during the Pac-10 season and be a factor in 
the conference race. 


12. WASHINGTON 


Neuheisel Has Huskies Humming 


13.MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Balanced Dogs Class Of SEC West 


What's this? The Bulldogs have a good offense to 

go with that pop-you-upside-your-head defense? 

Yes sir, which is why they'll roll to their second SEC 
West title in four years and further establish themselves as the best pro- 
gram in the league’s balanced division. You read that right: Best pro- 
gram, not just best team (shuddup Alabama!). 

THE GOOD NEWS: Amazing as it sounds, State has one of the 
best backfields in the country to go with its annually stout offensive 
line. The Mario Haggan-led defense is young in spots (particularly the 
D-Line), but it looks deeper than last year. 

THE BAD NEWS: Spin controllers note. The defense is young in 
spots (particularly the D-Line), and who knows if it is deeper than last 
year. Remember, a few late injuries rolled the Bulldogs off the edge of the 
table. 

OUR CALL: Wayne Madkin has matured into a QB who leads and 
makes plays ... and don’t worry about the defense. These guys will be 
playing Florida twice this season. 
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14. VIRGINIA TECH 


Y a Vickless In Blacksburg, But Still Tough 


Oh, Michael, we hardly knew ye. Just won't be the 
same without ye. That guy who is taking your place, Grant Noel or some- 
thing like that, says he’s the kind of QB who “can move the chains.” Fine. 
But can he drop back, spin away from two defenders, beat a linebacker 
to the corner, leap over a tackler and leave everyone else in his dust? 
Hmmm ... didn’t think so. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Hokies defenders are talking about hav- 
ing the best defense in the nation, and they just might be able to back that 
up. Noel, a junior, is unproven, but RB Lee Suggs and WR Andre Davis 
will make his life easier. 

THE BAD NEWS: Other than losing the most exciting player in 
college football, the Hokies need four new offensive linemen. Noel did 
not distinguish himself during spring practice. Could a true freshman win 
the job in the fall? 

OUR CALL: Tech will dominate early with defense, giving the 
offense time to grow for a season-defining final month, including Miami 
at home on Dec. 1. 


15. NORTHWESTERN 


Will Wildcats Get The Breaks Again? 


The Wildcats were living right last season, winning 

games ona Hail Mary, a fumble by Anthony Thomas 

and prevailing in OT after nailing a 46-yard field 
goal into the wind at the end of regulation. That kind of razor-thin mar- 
gin between winning and losing tends to balance out, but Northwestern's 
roll of good fortune continued when Michigan QB Drew Henson bolted 
in the spring. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Ten starters return from Randy Walker's spread 
offense that stunned the Big Ten by scoring 38.5 points per game. RB Damien 
Anderson is the preseason Heisman favorite after a season of 1,914 yards 
and 22 TDs. 

THE BAD NEWS: Five times last season, the Wildcats failed to 
hold opponents under 41 points. If they're not tougher up front — and 
the personnel isn’t great — the standout linebacking crew will have to 
make too many tackles ... again. 

OUR CALL: When Henson left, the Big Ten race was thrown wide 
open. That allows NU to show that offense wins championships, too. 


16. MICHIGAN 


Wolverines Defense Leads The Way 


Forget about these new-fangled Big Ten programs 

that throw, throw, throw. Unlike defending champ 
Purdue and projected champ Northwestern, Michigan will try to earn a 
title the way Bo and Woody did — hand the ball off and play some wicked 
defense. Unexpectedly going from Drew Henson to John Navarre is quite 
achange up, but Lloyd Carr will manage anyway. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Larry Foote, Victor Hobson and Eric Brack- 
ins are as fine as they come at linebacker, and the secondary is full of play- 
makers, too. And, remember, Navarre was quite capable as Henson’s sub 
last season. 

THE BAD NEWS: Even Michigan needs a little time to reload. Not 
only is erstwhile Heisman fave Henson hitting curveballs, but five other 
dearly departed Wolverines — all on offense — were taken among the 
first 43 picks in the draft. 

OUR CALL: Even with only two returning starters on offense, the 
Wolverines will compete for the Big Ten title with the bulk of a defense 
that pitched two shutouts last season. 


17. ALABAMA 


Franchione, Tide On Visionquest 


Dennis Franchione likes to say things like, “this 

team was hungry for direction and a vision.” What- 
ever. But it definitely needed a blueprint for consistency, and that's what 
his whole career has been about. No more rebuilding from the ground 
up for Coach Fran, just coaching. The talent in Tuscaloosa is such that if 
pointed consistently in the right direction it should win 80 percent off 
the time. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Last year is last year. This year is this year. 
Franchione might just be the guy who can convince these guys that last 
year was just a bad dream, and they can pick up where they left off with 
the SEC title of 1999. 

THE BAD NEWS: The too-balanced QB situation continues to be 
distracting, and guys like LB Saleem Rasheed and WR Freddie Milons might 
really be the players they were in 2000 rather than the stars-in-the-mak- 
ing they looked like in ’99. 

OUR CALL: It’s not inconceivable for a team with this experience 
(15 returning starters) and talent to play its way into the Top 10. At least 
they'll come close. 


18. OREGON STATE 


Beavers Build Pac-10 Power In Corvallis 


The day Dennis Erickson was hired was the day 
these little ’ol pipsqueaks were transformed into 
Godzilla. They tossed aside their woeful history and 
devoured Notre Dame in the Fiesta Bow! on their way to an 11-1 season. 
Erickson, in his third season, will continue to stomp foes through an infu- 
sion of junior college transfers and an offense that just won't quit. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Oregon State has players — RB Ken Simon- 
ton, DB Dennis Weathersby, C Chris Gibson and LB James Allen are 
among the best in the nation. As the Fiesta performance showed, confi- 
dence is not an issue. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Beavers lose their top four pass catchers, 
accounting for 149 receptions for 2,644 yards and 20 touchdowns. And 
both defensive ends, including all-conference pick DeLawrence Grant, 
must be replaced. 

OUR CALL: OSU is ready to contend for a bowl every year, and 
sometimes a major one. With a fairly easy non-league slate, 9-2 or bet- 
ter is within reach in 2001. 


19. LSU 


No Complacency On The Bayou 


The last time the Tigers had Top 25 expectations 

(1997), they fell flat to a losing season. But if 
coach Nick Saban is anything, he is the embodiment of maintaining 
what coaches like to call “competitive disposition.” In other words, 
he'll have their competitive disposition by the neck before he lets this 
team become complacent. That could be the difference between a bowl 
and no bowl. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Virtually the entire defense is back (10 return- 
ing starters), and the offense has a great deal of confidence playing with 
emerging QB Rohan Davey. Josh Reed leads one of the nation’s best 
groups of receivers. 

THE BAD NEWS: Davey has been downright brittle, but since 
Josh Booty left early for the NFL, there’s little depth at QB. The special 
teams must improve just to become average. 

OUR CALL: This team can challenge for the SEC West title, but there's 
too little margin for error. Getting a second straight bow! will have to be 
enough. 


20. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Gamecocks No Surprise This Season 


Maybe even more amazing than the Gamecocks’ 

resurgence from the pits to a rout of Ohio State in 

the Outback Bowl is the fact that they are perceived 
of being capable of comparable success in 2001. Believe it — Lou Holtz 
has his fellas believing it, and that’s a big part of it. That, and the fact 
that they have 18 starters back from the eight-win season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Seven home games make for great opportu- 
nities. There are a few elite players (LB Kalimba Edwards, OT Melvin Paige, 
FB Andrew Pinnock, RB Derek Watson), but mostly these guys just play 
good, tough football. 

THE BAD NEWS: As Holtz puts it, the ante has risen ...which 
essentially means that the downside is greater than a year ago, and there 
will be no sneaking up on anybody. And, realistically, the overall talent still 
is barely average in the SEC. 

OUR CALL: Playing seven teams that were in bowls last season, 
plus Alabama, means another eight wins is probably too much to ask. But 
they'll find a way. 


21. COLORADO STATE 


Rams Again Class Of The MWC 

As if they didn't love coach Sonny Lubick enough 

in Fort Collins, he shrugged off overtures from 

Southern California in the offseason, transforming 
himself from good coach to local legend. Under his watch, the Rams have 
won five conference championships in the past seven seasons (either 
WAC or Mountain West), regardless of the personnel. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Colorado State could have an added dimen- 
sion on offense this season, thanks to option skills of Michigan State 
transfer Bradlee Van Pelt, who battled in the spring with D.J. Busch. The 
receivers are excellent. 

THE BAD NEWS: Running back Cecil Sapp, who had a huge bowl 
game last season, broke his leg in the spring. In three big games — Col- 
orado, UNLV and Louisville — the opponents will be looking to avenge 
losses from last season. 

OUR CALL: CSU is like Oregon from the Pac-10 — the Rams 
always seem greater than the sum of their parts. It’s not wise to start 
going against them now. 


22. NOTRE DAME 


Will Schedule Stifle Irish’s Climb? 

Just in case the Fighting Irish thought they were 

back with the nine-win regular season, Oregon 

State brought them back to earth in the bowl game. 
Whether they can compete with elite speed and talent will be on dis- 
play this season, with games against Nebraska and Tennessee, among 
other toughies. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coach Bob Davie has the defense playing the 
way he likes (aggressively), and a strong D-Line will really get after foes. 
This is largely a veteran team that should be able to play up from game- 
to-game. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oregon State made this team look like a bunch 
of plodders. And the uncertainty at quarterback (was Matt LoVecchio a 
stop-gap solution or the real thing?) wouldn't seem to lead the Irish to 
the consistency they need. 

OUR CALL: They'll beat a couple of teams they shouldn't, and lose 
to a couple of teams they shouldn't ... and finish 7-4 or so with a trip to 
the Gator Bowl. 


23. CLEMSON 


Danitzler’s Dynamite, Defense Deficient 


At least the Tigers have something ACC rival Flori- 

da State doesn’t — a Heisman campaign. The Clem- 
son publicity machine is pushing its “No knocks on Woody” promotion 
in support of Woody Dantzler, but beyond having a superior talent at QB, 
it’s hard to see the Tigers catching the Seminoles (or Georgia Tech) this 
season. The Tigers last won the ACC 10 years ago — the year before 
FSU joined the league. 

THE GOOD NEWS: If Dantzler stays healthy, he should finish what 
he started last season — 2,000 yards passing, 1,000 yards rushing. RB 
Travis Zachery can take the pressure off, and Clemson signed the best 
high school receiver class in the nation. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense went toes up late in the season, allow- 
ing an average of 35 points in the final four games (all against quality oppo- 
nents). With four All-ACC defenders gone, how is that number going to 
go down? 

OUR CALL: Still have a hard time seeing the defense — even after 
a switch to a 4-2-5 scheme — slowing down the big boys. But it will be 
fun to watch the Tigers try to outscore them. 


24. STANFORD 


Fasani Makes Cardinal A Threat 


We're basing this one on the “senior quarterback” 

theory. Teams with good senior quarterbacks find 

ways to win, and the Cardinal has a good one in fifth-year guy Randy 

Fasani. Stanford averaged 29.75 points in his eight starts last season, 

falling off to 7.6 points in the three games he was injured. Fasani has 15 

other returning starters around him, making the Cardinal sneaky good. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Stanford won't have trouble scoring points, 

with Fasani, a backfield tandem that combined for 1,189 yards last sea- 

son and an offensive line that returns its top seven. And you gotta like 
Tyrone Willingham’s tough love. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense needs to develop a go-to receiver; 
the defense must find a new inside-outside combo to replace DT Willie 
Howard and OLB Riall Johnson. Will Fasani be able to stay healthy? 

OUR CALL: A tough schedule that includes Boston College and Notre 
Dame — and has trips to Oregon and Washington — keeps Stanford 
from climbing higher. 


25. WISCONSIN 


Alvarez Has Badgers Tough Enough 


Barry Alvarez's teams have been to three of the 

past eight Rose Bowls — as many as Penn State, 
Ohio State and Michigan combined. In Madison, it’s all about the 
program, and it’s still in fine shape after a 9-4 “slump.” We're a little 
skeptical of the two-headed QB of Brooks Bollinger and Jim Sorgi, but 
believe Alvarez can coax these guys into the league race. 

THE GOOD NEWS: First of all, no one should be taking unad- 
vertised discounts on shoes this year. Beyond that, Wisconsin can build 
a winning defense around senior defensive tackle Wendell Bryant and 
cornerback Mike Echols. 

THE BAD NEWS: Star RB Michael Bennett's replacement, Brod- 
erick Williams, suffered a knee injury in the spring, and might miss the 
season. The interior of O-Line was gutted by graduation, and the special 
teams must be rebuilt foot by foot. 

OUR CALL: The teams that gave UW fits last season — the spread 
Offenses of Purdue and Northwestern — aren't on the schedule. The Bad- 
gers can gut it out with everyone else. 


Rating the Teams 1-117 


Florida 
Miami 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma 


UNLV 
Colorado 
Louisville 
Georgia 

N.C. State 
Purdue 

USC 

East Carolina 
Illinois 

Texas Tech 
Ole Miss 
Pittsburgh 
Southern Miss 
Ohio State 
Texas A&M 
Syracuse 
Michigan St. 
North Carolina 
Minnesota 
Auburn 
Virginia 

BYU 

Marshall 
Arkansas 
Penn State 
Boston College 
Fresno State 
Washington State 
Oklahoma State 
San Diego State 
Arizona 

UAB 

Arizona State 
Temple 

lowa 

Tulane 

New Mexico 
Maryland 
West Virginia 
Toledo 

TCU 

Indiana 

Utah 
Cincinnati 

Cal 

Missouri 


Florida State 11. Kansas State 
Nebraska 12. Washington 
UCLA 13. Mississippi St. 
. Georgia Tech 14. Virginia Tech 
. Oregon 15. Northwestern 


With QB Jason Thomas, the Rebels could shock the nation. 
Veteran team has exciting young QB making plays. 

Veteran team is making a habit of winning these days. 

Can new coach Mark Richt lead Dawgs to big-game wins? 
With Philip Rivers slinging the ball, anything is possible. 
Here's a switch: Boilers count on 'D’ while offense matures. 
Just like last year, QB Carson Palmer due for a breakthrough. 
Pirates could be ready to break through to C-USA title. 
Which was the abberation: 8-4 in 99 or 5-6 in 2000? 
Second year in Mike Leach’s system offsets defensive youth. 
When Eli is done, Peyton and Archie will be just hangers-on. 
Soft early schedule will launch Panthers to another bowl. 
Always-tough non-league slate gives Eagles glass ceiling. 
Welcome Jim Tressel; just don’t lose any games, OK? 
Aggies seem to lack difference makers. 

Orangemen must solve QB problems to make real progress. 
Spartans need to score points to go with rugged defense. 
One last chance for QB Ronald Curry to reach greatness. 
Can the Gophers make it three bowls in a row? 


Decimated by draft; could go from first to worst in SEC West. 


Al Groh goes home to take over always-solid program. 
Veteran O-Line will help Gary Crowton in post-Edwards era. 
Still the MAC’s best, thanks to quarterback Byron Leftwich. 
After all the injuries, the Hogs are due some breaks. 

JoePa will find a way to win this time ... won't he? 

Third consecutive bowl depends on defensive improvement. 
Bulldogs are best in the WAC, but must win key road games. 
Cougs hitting an up cycle; bow! game within reach. 

QB Aso Pogi fun to watch, but tough to see Cowboys rising. 
Aztecs hope experience leads to improved consistency. 

For now, new sheriff John Mackovic lacks big-time QB. 
Small fan base, young OL stand in way of first bowl. 

New coach Dirk Koetter has enough talent to move up. 

In Owls’ Big East swan song, veteran crew could leave mark. 
Can Hawkeyes build on solid last month of 2000 season? 


Strong finish in 2000 under Chris Scelfo, will keep improving. 


Own offense stands between Lobos and a bowl game. 

Can Ralph Friedgen solve Terps’ late-season swoons? 

Rich Rodriguez's passing attack needs the right players. 
Nifty backfield combo makes Rockets class of MAC West. 
Frogs jump into C-USA just as they start rebuilding project. 
It would seem that anything can penetrate the IU defense. 
Difficult schedule and rebuilding defense are tough combo. 
Need to stay close for K Jonathan Ruffin to make difference. 


With 17 returning starters, Tom Holmoe needs to win ... now. 


New coach Gary Pinkel finds Tigers don't have much teeth. 


Central Florida 


. Western Michigan 
. Vanderbilt 
. Air Force 


lowa State 
Rice 
Kentucky 


. San Jose State 


Kansas 

Houston 

Middle Tennessee 
Baylor 

Hawaii 

Boise State 


. Wyoming 


Ohio 
UTEP 


. Wake Forest 


Memphis 


. SMU 


Rutgers 

New Mexico St. 
Tulsa 

Miami, Ohio 
Duke 

Nevada 


. Akron 


Louisiana Tech 
Idaho 


. Naw 


Ball State 


. Army 

. Utah State 

. Northern Illinois 
. North Texas 

. Bowling Green 
. Kent State 

. Arkansas State 
. Central Michigan 
. Troy State 

. Eastern Michigan 
. South Florida 

. Buffalo 

. La.-Lafayette 

. UConn 

. La.-Monroe 


16. Michigan 

17. Alabama 

18. Oregon State 
19. LSU 

20. South Carolina 


21. Colorado State 
22. Notre Dame 
23. Clemson 

24. Stanford 

25. Wisconsin 


Improving defense a big boost for QB Ryan Schneider. 

Bet you didn’t think Gary Darnell would be back, did you? 
Good at skill positions, but this doesn't look like breakthrough. 
Falcons often struggle with new QB, which is what they have. 
Trying to show that they weren't one-year bow! wonders. 
WAC challengers return top RBs and good defensive depth. 
Prolific QB Jared Lorenzen and not much else for new coach. 
Fine RB Deonce Whitaker returns, but defense is the key. 
Against this schedule, could be improved and win 2-3 games. 
Cougars could be the sleeper in deep C-USA. 

Raiders look like the best team in new Sun Belt. 

Bears continue to look for Kevin Steele's first Big 12 win. 
With exciting QB Timmy Chang, Warriors could surprise. 
Broncos enter new league after 10-win season. 

Building is a lengthy process, second-year coach is finding. 
Eighteen starters back from squad that beat two bowl teams. 
Must rebuild after breakthrough season. 

New coach Jim Grobe has 19 starters back from 2-9 team. 
Tommy West gets another chance as a head coach. 

It's hard to see why Mustangs aren't annually at top of WAC. 
James Gandolfini TV ad has Greg Schiano off and running. 
Aggies need to put some defense with varied offense. 
Hurricane could be surprise team with 17 starters back. 
Veteran line will help transition to new quarterback. 

With opener against Florida State, losing streak will hit 13. 
QB David Neill is a big-timer, but Wolfpack still developing. 
Zips fall back after nearly catching Marshall last season. 

Will have eyes opened in first year in competitive WAC. 

QB John Welsh is a good one... but Idaho in Sun Belt? 
Return of QB Brian Madden makes Middies more competitive. 
After five-win season, no sneaking up on anyone this year. 
Turning Black Knights into a throwing team could take time. 
Aggies have exciting RB Emmett White, but no conference. 
High-scoring Huskies have 1,000-yard RB Thomas Hammock. 
Veteran lines have Mean Green looking for breakthrough. 
Speed upgrade needed before wins come for Urban Meyer. 
Woeful offense keeps Flashes in the rankings’ triple digits. 
Indians need to find themselves a defense. 

Chippewas just can't score enough to make move up. 

|-AA power moves up with new “Trojan Spread” offense. 
Both lines improving, but will take their lumps again in 2001. 
In fertile recruiting country, Bulls will rise in near future. 
Bulls still taking baby steps, like getting out of MAC cellar. 
Perhaps joining league will give Cajuns a focus. 

So much depends on the left knee of QB Ryan Tracey. 

Worst team in worst league: A distinction worth avoiding. 


Every year, my players make a fistful of dollars on Opening Day. 
A satchel full in Week Two. A bushel basket in Week Three and 


a cartload in Week Four. Check my September record for the 


last six seasons... 


There is nothing like it anywhere in foot- 
ball. Sure we win the rest of the year, but 
seldom as big as September. Here's a 
piece of last year's September record so 
you'll know I'm not blowing smoke: 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 


West Va (-2) Boston Col 34-14 W 
So Miss (+10) Tennessee 16-19 W 
N. Dame (-21/2) TexA&M 24-10 W 
Alabama (-6) UCLA 24-25 L 
_ SMU (+41/2) over Kansas 31-17. W 


Oklahoma (-26) UTEP 55-14 W 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
Ravens (-21/2) Steelers 16-0 W 


Saints (-1) Lions 10-14 L 
Chargers (+61/2) Raiders 6-9 W 


Panthers(+101/2) Redskins 17-20 W 


How do you explain this kind of 

success? Simple. While the 
Vegas linesmakers sit 
on their duff guess- 
ing where the line 
OUGHT to be, 


- : 


see for yourself: 


we're out erie the Momaten 


that tells us where the line MUST be. 
It’s their guesswork versus our 
homework, No contest! 


Interested? 
Then let’s make a deal: 


* All 1 want for my record-bust- 
ing month is just $100. (Last year 
even my least ambitious players 
made TWENTY times that.) 


* For your $100, you get my 
September Hotline plays-figure 2 
to 3 college and 2 to 3 NFL games 
every weekend plus Key Mondays. 


* I'm saying that if (for example) 
I give you 25 games, you must 
win at least 20 of them or I have 
to give you October, November 
and December absolutely FREE! 


So it’s all UPSIDE for you and a lot 
of DOWNSIDE for me if I fail. | could 
give you 29-6 for 76% and STILL fall 
short. What a deal. | must be awfully 
confident. And I am! 


ae 


WANT YOUR WINNERS ON LINE? Browse my 
selection menu plus background & insights at our website: 


FREE! CALL 1-877-SCORE- 10. No need for costly pagers. Get scores in real time, lines, updates. 


Recorded message. No obligation. 


WHAT IF | COME THOUGH 
AND WE HIT 80%2 


Then you agree to come in for the 
rest of the season for just $150. 
With all those EARLY PROFITS in 
your pocket I know you'll be tickled 
pink. And you WILL win. Last 
October we topped 70%. Most years, 
November is our HOTTEST month. 


BONUS 1: you GET my PRE- 
SEASON FREE. Another $100 value 
and it includes 30 more top plays you 
can make money with. We don't 
ho-hum the pre-season. We win it! 


BONUS 2: you GET my NET- 
WORK BULLETIN NEWSLETTER 
with trends, power ratings, winning 
systems and angles plus analysis and 
64%-accurate picks on all board games. 


So get aboard my August/September 
Win Machine. Remember, early bucks 
are the best. By the time the Vegas man 
starts to catch up, you already have more 
of his money than he can ever win back 
from you. What a great spot to be in! 


A FREE-WHETHER YOU ORDER 
OR NOT - 2 Preview Issues of 
Network Bulletin Newsletter: 

1) College Preview 

2) NFL Preview with Draft 
Analysis. PLUS NEW: "Best 
Offshore Sports Books." Rates 
the books on; service (bonuses, vig, 
odds) and fastest payouts. 


1-800-323-4493 


www.jimhurley.com 


Pla ayv afr aay Or Our Thre se Casinos And Receive Sein 00 In C hipst 


1-888-BET- EASY 


B— Zs 3 @ - 2S f —- 3 aD SD BACK-UP TOLL FREE1-877-690-2387 


@ FREE PAYOUTS EVERYDAY, ANYTIME, WE PAY! 
 SBG GLOBAL has a proven record of nine years of service, security and stability. 
 5()0 fiber optic phone lines and two land-based satellites means NO busy signals, 
 (uick, Easy And FREE Account Activation. 

© (Ine account number accesses all services: call center/ click and bet/ virtual casinos, 
FREE contests and promotions all year long, 

# Featured on ESPN, USA Today, NBCI, CNBC, Fox Sports and The Wall Street Journal 
© FASTEST PAYOUTS in the industry, Guaranteed! 24 hours a day/7 days a week. 


The World’s Largest and Most Respected Sportsbook and Online Casint 
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The Game Will Never Again See a Trio 
Like Paterno, Bowden and Holtz 


BY DENNIS DODD 


History wears white socks this season. It does parlor tricks on national television. It says 
things that would get a less-adored speaker thrown to the politically correct police for 
sentencing. You know history as Joe Paterno, Lou Holtz and Bobby Bowden. But you 


probably won’t know them as coaches for much longer, which is one of the things that 


makes this fall so compelling. In the past year, five of the top nine winningest active 
When will we next see two coaches (Penn State’s Paterno coaches retired, resigned or were fired. But in the new millen- 
and Florida State’s Bowden) destined to break the Division I-A nium, the game has been left not to the young and the restless 
record for career victories in the same season? When will we see but to wise old heads. 
them joined by the only coach in history (Holtz) to lead six pro- Paterno (322), Bowden (315) and Holtz (224) are 1-2-3 in 
grams to bowl games? victories among active coaches. That's a combined 89 years, 75 
How about never? bowl games and five national titles worth of experience. 
“There will be somebody come along,” said LaVell Edwards And they aren’t about to stop anytime soon. 
who retired last season after 29 years at Brigham Young, “but “What is youth?” said Holtz, a national coach of the year can- 
there won't be that whole crew of them, the whole lot.” didate in 2000 at age 63. “I'd rather have my experience than my 
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An old fox like Lou Holtz knows the way to the postseason, having 
directed six programs, including South Carolina last season, to bowls. 


youth.” 

Twenty-nine seasons of experience allowed Holtz to reach 
back for his ol’ fastball once more, transforming South Carolina 
from an 0-11 laughingstock to 8-4 in 2000; The 7 1/2-game'turn- 
around was the best in SEC history and fourth-best in Division I-A 
history. 

Bowden, a Southern gentleman coach, has built a mod 
dynasty, winning two championships while winning at least 10 
games for 14 straight seasons. 

Paterno is the conscience of the game. He has 


to Rockne, we can go back to my idol, Bear Bryant, go back to 
Bob Neyland. 

“Go back to all the greats. Joe might be the guy everybody 
looks to because — to me, Joe has done everything right. He 
graduates players, he’s articulate and his character is impecca- 
ble.” 

Their ages are both a tribute to their accomplishments and a 
reason to think their success isn’t going to stop any time soon. 
Paterno, 74, is two victories away from breaking Bear Bryant's 
Division I-A victory mark. Bowden, 71, is only nine victories 
away. Both have contracts that run through 2004. 

Holtz, now 64, is just beginning at South Carolina after previ- 
ously leading William & Mary, North Carolina State, Arkansas, 
Minnesota and Notre Dame to bowl games. Holtz recently joined 
the millionaires club with a $175,000 raise that bumped his 
salary to $1.049 million for the next five years. 

Seals and Crofts said it in 1973, the year of Paterno’s third 
undefeated season. 


ise of the signs of the times,” 

: es too quick. It’s so inflexible 
compared to what it used ‘to be. I just don’t know if coaches will 
stay with it as long. I've been around 47 years. Joe’s been longer 
than me.” 

If there's ever been as much coaching history headed into 
one year it’s hard to find. Pop Warner, No. 4 on the all-division 
victories list, ended his career 20 years before Bear Bryant (No. 3 
on the list) even started. 

All-time victories leader Eddie Robinson started in 1941 at 
Grambling. That was five years before Amos Alonzo Stagg, sixth 
all-time with 314 victories, ended his career. 

But this trio is a convergence as harmonic as the new millen- 

s 

Thing is, the old ways still work best for this Odd Trio. 
Paterno and Bowden are in position to push the Bear to third 
place in Division I-A by the end of the season. 

Patecia is trying to rebound from a 5-7 season, the worst in 
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enn AES season degenerated 


a 


tor Jerry Shen Starting quarterback ck Rash 3 ‘d Casey had the 
shadow of a possible felony indictment hanging over him. Bril- 
liant defenders Courtney Brown and LaVar Arrington had 
departed early for the NFL. The team was no doubt effected by 
the spinal injury to Adam Taliaferro. 

“Somebody gets injured and somebody doesn’t pan out or 
freak things happen and they say, ‘Oh, the game has passed 
them by. We need to get a younger guy in there,’ ” Holtz said. 
“That's what happened to Joe Paterno last year. It’s one of those 
years, but | guarantee you he'll be back. 

“I'm a Joe Paterno fan. He’s the best coach on the sideline 


been in State during a game. We've gone in at halftime up by three thinking 
College for a half century, 35 years as head coach, compeltig -MOMENE wee be up by 20. No. 1, he lost Jerry Sandusky. You cannot 


five undefeated seasons and winning two national titles. Standing 


on the brink of history, all Paterno can see are his trademark 
white socks, not Bear Bryant's legacy of 323 career victories, 
which he'll match with his first victory this season. . 
“I learned from Coach Bryant that I wasn’t as good a coach as 
| thought I was,” said Paterno in typical self- -deprecation. 
“\ really believe that when Joe hangs ‘em up he might go 
down as tops,” Bowden once said. “I'm talking, we can go back 
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minimize the.loss.of that leadership. The players believed in him 
and everything he did. They “ defensively last year for 
whatever reason.” 

As for Bowden, his only tough year at Florida State was, well, 
maybe the first one. He pad his ¢ only losing record at FSU in 1976 
2ar must have known a storm was gath- 
; 's first season in Tallahassee. 

‘here to spend a couple of days with us and 
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play golf,” Bowden said. 

“We were trying to get a game with him and he wouldn't 
give us one. The year before this job came open, ‘Bama beat 
Florida State 8-7 on a last-second field goal. He said, “We might 
play you again, but it won't be in my time.” 

And it never was. Bryant passed away six years later at the 
time Bowden was starting one of college football’s most amazing 
dynasties. 

Bowden, born and raised in Birmingham, was once a likely 
candidate to get caught in Bryant’s huge shadow. He played 
quarterback for the Crimson Tide as a freshman then transferred to 
Howard College (now Samford University) in Birmingham. He 
didn't go far for his first assistant coaching job — Howard. 

“The limitless of your mind could possibly see being head 
coach at Howard College one day,” Bowden said. “That's proba- 
bly as far as you could think. Eventually | became head coach 
there. 

“Then it was, ‘Hold it, | might want to move up to a bigger 
range.’ | didn’t know I'd end up at West Virginia and | didn’t 
know I'd end up at Florida State. | always thought I'd end up at 
Alabama or Auburn.” 

Those jobs were taken when Bowden went to ramshackle 
Florida State in 1976. The former women’s teachers 
college had gone through six coaches in the pro- 
gram’s brief 28-year existence to that point. 

“The stadium was 41,000. It looked like an 
erector set,” Bowden said. 

“A lot of times when | first came here, good 
kids wouldn't visit here. When | became the head 
coach, the University of Florida had a television show 
around the state and most of the South. | didn’t even 
have one. We struggled. We finally got in four cities, 
then we got five. Then we got all over the state. It’s 
taken years of building and this is the result.” 

Behold an empire that rules not only Florida 
but also much of college football. 

Son Tommy Bowden is a budding coaching 
star at Clemson. Another son, Terry, was one of the 
winningest coaches in Auburn history — before 
recently becoming an ABC analyst. Jeff Bowden 
replaced Mark Richt during the offseason as Florida State's offen- 
sive coordinator. 

“When he hired me, | was a graduate assistant,” said Richt, 
who finally left the nest after 13 years to become head coach at 
Georgia. “But he gave me the quarterbacks responsibility. | think 
he came to the first meeting and kind of followed me around the 
first practice. 

“After that he never came to another meeting. What better 
way to motivate a man than to give him responsibility.” 

Left to his own, Richt became one of the hottest coaching 
commodities in the country during the 1990s, having helped 
coached two Heisman Trophy winners (Charlie Ward and Chris 
Weinke). 

“Damn, Florida State amazes me year in and year out,” said 
Oregon State coach Dennis Erickson, who coached against Bow- 
den while at Miami. “They get great players and they know what 
they want for their system. You don’t beat them (in recruiting). 
No one beats them in the state of Florida.” 

Because of his charm, Bowden can say almost anything and 
have it come out the folksy musings of a wise old man. Two sea- 
sons ago, star receiver Peter Warrick almost became a sympa- 
thetic figure, thanks to his coach, even after the infamous Dillard's 
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Bobby Bowden thought his career would take him to Alabama or 
Auburn, but after 315 wins in Tallahassee, he is Mr. Seminole. 


incident. 

“If he goes out and gets a good discount, | want to know 
how he did it,” Bowden said after Warrick was charged with mis- 
demeanor theft in getting a clothing discount from a friendly 
clerk. “But I'm not going to send him to jail. I've tried to not let 
public opinion influence what | do.” 

Maybe those words sound different coming from someone 
else's mouth, but since it’s Bowden, it usually glides by an ador- 
ing media and public with a hearty chuckle. 

You want to know what really makes these senior citizens 
tick? It’s the juice, and we're not talking the prune variety. 

As the Gamecocks came off the field following an Outback 
Bow! victory over Ohio State on Jan. 1, the 40,000 South Carolina 
fans at Raymond James Stadium gave the team a standing ova- 
tion. 

In 107 years of South Carolina football, Cock-A-Doodle Lou 
had just Won the program’s second bowl game. 

“We have half of our bowl victories in the history of the 
school,” Holtz said, almost giggling. 

It wasn’t a given that Holtz would return anywhere after leav- 
ing Notre Dame in 1996. His 11 eventful years with the Irish did 
not end well: There were whispers that recruiting had suffered at 
the same time Holtz’s coaching had slipped the final years. Holtz 
got tired of chasing his tail where “we had years when we went 
9-3 and it was a’disastrous year.” 

He still walked away from the Fighting Irish saying, “I will 
always love Notre Dame.” 

Two years ago, a rejuvenated Holtz walked into a deflated 
program in Columbia, S.C., that had five offensive linemen on its 
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roster. By the end of the season, he had used 16. Don’t ask how, 
but let’s just say walk-ons and stray defensive linemen will work 
in a pinch. 

He also used six quarterbacks that year. He hadn't used up all 
of his amusing magic tricks that he had flashed for Johnny Carson 
on The Tonight Show. 

Still, maybe only Holtz saw a spark after a dreary 0-11 season 
in 1999. Through the misery, fans still continued to pack 
Williams-Brice Stadium each week like it was Florida-Florida State. 

“You make a first down and they start going down by the 
goal posts,” Holtz said. “When we win a championship, I’m afraid 
they're going to tear the stadium down. The goal post won't be 
enough for them.” 

Also two years ago, doctors gave his wife Beth, suffering 
from cancer, a 10-percent chance to live. Holtz certainly didn’t 
need the aggravation of trying to mind a failing program at the 
same time. Athletic director Mike McGee asked Holtz three times 
before the coach said “yes.” 

Mostly because Beth, in failing health, saw what another 
chance to win would mean to her husband. 

“| said before we went up for her second cancer surgery, 
‘Why do you really want to live?’” Holtz said. “She wanted to see 
more grandchildren born. She wanted to see at least 
one grandchild get married ... and she wanted to see 
the South Carolina fans rewarded.” 

OK, so Holtz is melodramatic. The stories 
become so much schmaltz after a while. So what? 
Someone must be buying it. How do you explain 224 
victories in 29 seasons, 17 of those with ranked 
teams? 

You don't, really. All you really have left are 
the stories that make these men legends. 

Paterno played high school basketball and football 
Brooklyn Prep against a short, stocky coach at St. 
Cecilia’s over in New Jersey. Years later Paterno 
became close and was allowed to watch Washington 
Redskins practices run by that same coach: Vince 
Lombardi. 

Paterno has become an icon that is still rele- 
vant in his mid-70s. There are a whole line of Paterno 
products. Our favorites are golf balls bearing Paterno’s image that 
supposedly go up the middle three times out of four, and the life- 
size cutouts of JoePa so realistic that neighbors once called police 
to a vacant home. The occupants had put up a Standup Joe in a 
window to ward off intruders. 

Jesuit priests educated both Lombardi and Paterno. Part of 
the Jesuit philosophy is tovallow “freedom within disciplines” It 
was that way with Lombardi’s famed power sweep. It is that way 
with Paterno’s sometimes-criticized conservative offense. 

Casey embodied the freedom part of the rea 
cipline concept on a twisting, turning scramble for a touchdown 
against I Illinois. It was voted Play of the Year by one outlet during 
the offseason. Penn State finished 4-4 in the Big Ten and obvi- 
ously isn’t dead yet. Paterno, a huge benefactor of the univel 
library, can speak eloquently on everything from a college foot- 
ball playoff to NCAA issues to world events. When he retires, 
insiders will miss Paterno’s Friday evening hotel bull sessions 
before road games. : 

How many coaches have had a book published containing 


nothing more than their famous quotes. Bear Bryant ' ‘does. Ar nd so 


does the guy who is about to pass him — Paterno in “Quotable 
Joe.” 


— 
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ai 
oe Paterno slipped last season to a 5-7 record, but needs two more 


victories to pass Bear Bryant's Division I-A record of 323 wins. 


“If you took 20 suys from the high school, pulled them at 
om to brainstorm about a theoretical 
hape America’ s foreign policy, | 


minutes,” Brooklyn ae classma 
(eee can take a joke, too. 
ch Pepper Rodgers finding Pe 0 al 
ae San Francisco. Kansas lost the I! 3 Orange Bowl to 
Penn State 15-14 because it was caught using a 12th player late 
in the game. Years later, Penn State lost a Sugar Bowl game to 
Alabama in the same fashion in the 1970s. 

“This guy jumps out from between parked cars and says, ‘Ha, 
ha, ha, 12 men on the field, fella,’” recalls former Big Ten com- 
missioner Wayne Duke. “It was Pepper.” 

"He couldn’t wait to rub it in,” Paterno said, failing to sup- 
press a grin. 

icht already is missing Bowden's “iffy meetings” the night 

eeu In his hotel room, Bowden would gather his staff 

and run down.a list of possibilities for the next day’s game — a 
what-if list. 

“It wouldn't be unusual for him to be sitting there in his boxer 
shorts, chewing on a cigar, kind o} sitting back and pondering 
something scratching his hese and belly, ” Richt said. “There are 


0 at a coach’s con- 


beyond the end of his cater and sees the end 
nletic directors are much less patient these days. No 
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For Al Groh, the 
chance to return to his 
alma mater of Virginia, 
was something to shout 


matter what you think of his coaching style, John Cooper did get 
fired at Ohio State after winning 70 percent of his games — 192 
in his career. 

Cooper's gone. So is the 70-year-old Lavell Edwards. And 
West Virginia’s Don Nehlen ... and Virginia's George Welsh ... 
and Arizona's Dick Tomey ... and Missouri’s Larry Smith, all of 
them 60-somethings. Each of these six ranked among the top 11 
active winningest coaches in the nation last season before retiring 
or being shown the door. 

But the Big Three continue to march on. 

“| thought I was tired of coaching,” Holtz said. 


24 LinDy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


ee 


Noe w ee ayAesied 
Back to School 
NFL coaches find campus is cool 


BY DENNIS DODD 


What was Al Groh thinking? 

The question was posed in more than one chat room, sub- 
way, deli and taxi after the New York Jets coach abruptly left on 
Dec. 31 to coach at Virginia, of all places. 

Wherever people met in the ultimate NFL hub city, it was a 
street-corner topic. 

One minute Groh has the Jets running up more than 500 
yards on the eventual Super Bowl champion Ravens. Seven days 
later, he had taken a job in a place called Charlottesville. 

“It was unexpected and kind of surprising to me, as it was a 
lot of other people,” Groh said. 

What we've got going on here is a reverse trend that has 
seen Groh and his peers reconsidering just how attractive it is to 
be an NFL head coach. 

Three former NFL head coaches — Oregon State’s Dennis 
Erickson, USC’s Pete Carroll and Arizona’s John Mackovic — now 
lead programs in the Pac-10. Another Pac-10 coach, Stanford's 
Tyrone Willingham, has significant pro experience as an assistant. 

Former Kansas City Chiefs coach Marty Schottenheimer’s 
name came up at North Carolina before the school hired New 
Orleans Saints assistant John Bunting. Former Dallas Cowboys 
coach Chan Gailey was in the running at Georgia. 

At least five other former NFL head or assistant coaches 
“dropped down” to the college level within the past five years. 

The world wants to know why. There was a time when leav- 
ing the NFL for college was a major step backward. It is suddenly 
acceptable to quit pursuing NFL glamour and power and settle 
for life in a place like Corvallis, Ore. 

“The money is closer, that’s one of the basic reasons,” said 
Erickson, who seemingly was forced to take one of those steps 
down to then-lowly Oregon State when he was fired from the 
Seattle Seahawks in 1998. “Some college coaches probably get 
paid even more.” 

At last count there were 18 college coaches being paid at 
least $1 million per season. Athletic directors hungry for bowl 
games and prestige, aided by a long economic boom, have been 
handing out raises almost nightly. Top coordinators are paid well 


“| wasn't. | was tired of maintaining and | wasn’t even aware 
of it. When you try to maintain something, you never have any 
successes because you're never trying to accomplish anything.” 

Oh, there’s plenty more to accomplish for these wise guys. 

Lucky for us. Once they leave, all those ties to your 
father’s college football will be gone. We'll largely be left with 
trendy new guys like Rick Neuheisel and Bob Stoops, whose 
college football backgrounds don’t even go back as far as 
disco. 

“I have no desire to retire,” Bowden said. “After you retire, 
there’s only one big event left.” 
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past six figures at major programs. 

Bind it all together and, “it’s lifestyle and how you want to 
live,” Erickson said. 

Groh, 56, had been on the NFL fast track but saw an opportu- 
nity to return to his alma mater where he played football and 
lacrosse. 

It was going to take someone special to replace George 
Welsh. Groh was it. 

“There were a lot of deep issues involved,” Groh said. “This is 
the only school | would have ever considered because | enjoy the 
NFL very much. | have a lot of contacts within the state. My 
mother lives here, my brother and sister live here.” 

College football looks like a big, comfy barcalounger for 
some, There is pressure, yes, but a different kind of pressure. Illi- 
nois coach Ron Turner was allowed to go 3-19 in his first two sea- 
sons before reviving the Illini. 

“| got back in the college game because | love the college 
game,” said Turner who left the Chicago Bears in 1997 after four 
years as an offensive coordinator. “It’s not a step down, | don’t 
think. | don’t think the perception is there anymore.” 

Bunting left for his alma mater less than two years after win- 
ning a Super Bowl with the St. Louis Rams. Oakland Raiders 
coach Jon Gruden, an Ohio native, was at least somewhat inter- 
ested in the Ohio State vacancy before Jim Tressel came from 
Youngstown State. 

“There are two or three issues,” said Arizona’s Mackovic, 
who was the head coach of the Kansas City Chiefs from 1983 to 
1986. 

“Financially, the money is much better. It’s an opportunity for 
a coach to develop his career. With only 32 head coaching jobs in 
the NFL, they're finding an opportunity to come back to the col- 
lege ranks, get the experience, leadership training, personnel 
decisions, dealing with the media. It’s a good training ground. 

“Plus, the work schedule of the NFL has changed dramatically 
in the last five to 10 years. Many of the coaches are working year- 
round. Whereas in the college game, it’s been pretty much a 
year-round situation.” 

A situation where college coaches can find more control. Sea- 
hawks coach Mike Holmgren has made it a career quest for “total 
control” (coach and general manager) that almost every NFL 
coach craves. Guess what? In college, it’s built in. 

It has to be. The coach has to oversee everything from play- 
calling to recruiting to academics. If he does it well enough, he 
becomes a version of Bobby Bowden or Joe Paterno, i.e., the 
modern CEO king/coach with almost unlimited power in a state. 

Despite the pressure and big bucks, college football still has a 
certain charm that money can’t buy. 

Sixteen years after starting his college career at Hawaii, June 
Jones turned down bigger bucks from the San Diego Chargers to 
return to the islands in 1999. 

The glamour of staying in the NFL meant less than coming 
“home.” His wife Diane had beaten cancer. The kids loved the 
islands. Who cared if the program stunk? Jones could watch the 
sun rise over paradise while on his way to the office. 

What clinched Jones’ place in Hawaii's heart was that in this 
age of mega-dollar contracts, he actually turned down money to 
come to the islands. He was making $500,000 with the Chargers. 
Hawaii offered him only $320,000. Jones suggested he could 
make it into a “lifetime job.” 

“Here was a fellow that came to Hawaii, wanted to come 
back to Hawaii,” athletic director Hugh Yoshida said. “He came 
back for all the right reasons. The people in Hawaii really embrace 
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the thought that it’s the land of aloha. It’s a warm, fuzzy feeling 
that Hawaii was a good place to live.” 

Jones solidified his legend status in Hawaii by orchestrating 
the biggest turnaround in Division I-A history. The Rainbows went 
from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 in 1999. 

Erickson has achieved similar status after ending Oregon 
State’s 29-year losing streak in 1999 and then leading the fourth- 
ranked Beavers to a Fiesta Bowl-winning season in 2000. It beats 
going 31-33 in four seasons with the Seahawks. 

“It seems like in the NFL now, it’s three or four years and they 
don't give you an opportunity to do anything,” Erickson said. “For 
the most part in college football they're going to give you an 
opportunity because of the recruiting. In the NFL with free 
agency, obviously those own- 
ers expect it to be done right 
away.” 

When former New Eng- 
land Patriots coach Pete Carroll 
was announced as Southern 
Cal’s new coach on Dec. 15, 
there was an outcry among the 
Trojan faithful. The thinking 
was that athletic director Mike 
Garrett had strung the search, 
waiting for more desirable can- 
didates, and was burned. 

Garrett spun this way: Car- 
roll was his choice all along. In 
fact, Garrett said, Carroll had 
been approached three years 
ago before USC hired Paul Hack- 
ett, another guy with an exten- 
sive NFL resume. 

“I didn’t care,” Carroll said 
of the criticism. “I'm here. That didn’t matter, | don’t think it’s as 
significant as people try to make it.” 

Groh and Carroll have insulated themselves with a staff heavy 
on NFL experience. Carroll, for example, hadn’t recruited in 18 
years when he took the Trojan job. Groh spent 16 years as a col- 
lege assistant and head coach, but it had been 13 years since he 
left as South Carolina's offensive coordinator for the NFL. 

“When | was named head coach of the Jets, Bill Parcells used 
the phrase that, “We're all from the same tribe,’” Groh said. 
“What separates the people in the tribe from other tribes is a 
common philosophy, common rituals. All my assistants ended up 
having some kind of exposure to the NFL.” 

What's strange is that there is a potential drain on coaches 
going the other way back to the NFL in a few years. Butch Davis 
left for the Cleveland Browns after rebuilding Miami. Oklahoma’s 
Bob Stoops at least expressed interest in Cleveland job, and 
intriguing offers are sure to come his way. 

As Mackovic intimated, colleges could be nothing more than 
a training ground for the young and restless assistants. 

The NFL is paying coordinators in the $500,000 range and 
already has shown an interest in elevating the brightest of the 
college game. 

The 49ers snatched Purdue quarterbacks coach Greg Olson in 
February. It was not a bad time for Olson to leave. All he had 
done was coach the Big Ten’s all-time leading passer, Drew 
Brees. 

If Olson does well maybe someday he'll get a promotion — 
and go back to college. 
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Dennis Erickson’s years with 
the Seattle Seahawks didn’t 
compare to the bliss he has 
found in Corvallis, Ore., with 
once-lowly Oregon State. 
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Forget the Five Year Dfan: 
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O 
Fac @ in eats 
S) Kansas State is ancient history. No, not the 


program. The blueprint for resurrecting the program. Just tear it up. Who among us doesn’t 


remember the self-described Greatest Turnaround in College Football? Eleven years ago 
Kansas State — 165 games below .500 in its history to that point — hired little-known lowa 


offensive coordinator Bill Snyder ... and took off. “Fifteen years ago who would have thought that Virginia Tech 
Today, it is a Top 10 program that competes for a Bowl would have been up where they were?” Florida State coach 
Championship Series berth each season. Bobby Bowden said. “Five years ago who would have thought 
“It takes a while to turn a program around,” K-State president | Oklahoma would be back? The parity thing is going to give 
Jon Wefald said. “With Bill Snyder, it took upwards of three everybody a shot, but a lot of presidents are not willing to wait 
years.” for parity.” 

Sorry, that’s too long by today’s standards. The two-year Actually, parity has become a parody of itself. Kansas State’s 
turnaround is becoming typical. most dramatic two-year improvement in the Snyder era was six 
From bad to pretty good to real good. games when it improved from 1-10 in 1989 to 7-4 in 1991. 

Take more than that and you're taking much too much time Ha, that’s nothing. 
for the anxious boosters, fans and athletic directors. Two of the biggest turnarounds in the game’s history have 
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occurred since 1999. Hawaii made the biggest one-year turn- 
around in history going from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 in 1999. South 
Carolina is fourth all-time on the turnaround list after going from 
0-11 in 1999 to 8-4 in 2000. 

That only begins the list. Randy Walker took Northwestern 
from 3-9 in 1998 to Rose Bowl contention in 2000. 

Then there was Oklahoma. 

In two years, the Sooners went from the worst three-year 
period in its history (under John Blake) to a national champi- 
onship under Bob Stoops. 

That, more than any of the turnarounds, instigated something 
we'll call The Bob Stoops Factor: Win now or perish. 

John Cooper spent 13 years winning 70 percent of his games 
at Ohio State and was sacked. Jim Donnan got the axe at Georgia 
despite leading the Bulldogs to four straight bowl games, going 
40-19 in five years. 

Before he had so much as a Big 12 division title, Stoops 
nearly doubled his salary in 2000, receiving a raise to $1.4 mil- 
lion in the middle of his second season. 

“That,” said coaching-search consultant Bill Carr, "created a 
new standard in the industry.” 

And not just for the salary. Presidents and athletic directors 
have become increasingly impatient. 

Those who have the modern blueprint are rewarded hand- 
somely. 

The question, of course, is: “How are they doing it?” 

The easy — and overused answer — is scholarship limita- 
tions. The roster limit was trimmed from 95 to 85 in the early 
1990s. 

It's hard to explain why and how the talent distribution is 
having such a profound effect now. 

More and more it’s about smarts and sweat to manipulate a 
limited roster into a winner. 

It has gotten to the point that many rosters are virtually inter- 
changeable. Really. 


Scholarship numbers have been dropping since the mid-70s 
when former 6ig Ten commissioner Wayne Duke was among a 
handful of administrators who advocated downsizing college 


football. 
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In just his second year at Oklahoma, Bob Stoops’ Sooners 
won a national title and confirmed what many were already 
thinking — rebuilding no longer has to be a long process. 


“You can't legislate total equality, but you can legislate and 
achieve some equality, some economy and some sanity,” Duke 
said. 

During the downsizing, in a hotel lobby Duke once bumped 
into Barry Switzer who told him, “You're trying to legislate medi- 
ocrity.” 

That argument has grown tired over the years. Attendance is 
up. Postseason television ratings are up. 

No one cares that limited squad sizes forced Tennessee to 
start a true freshman, Michael Munoz, at right tackle last year. 
Fans will cheer for 11 chimpanzees on the field as long as they're 
wearing State U.’s colors. 

What the limits have done is legislate competitiveness. 

Once a team is competitive, a great catch here, a coaching 
move there, a key recruit here, an injury there, a bit of momen- 
tum here ... well, you've got the recipe for a big-time turn- 
around. 

That basically is the ticket. There are a handful of things that 
each program has done — nearly too obvious to mention, but 
clear goals and tasks just the same: 

» Being well organized, 


Se 


The kings of the turnaround, Bill Snyder and Kansas State are 
usually Top 10 material every time they run on the field. 


D Infusing the program with confidence and/or positivity, 

) Recruiting well to need and stressing speed, 

) Emphasizing strong defense, 

» Spreading the field offensively to create matchup advan- 
tages (and having a staff that knows how to take advantage of 
them), 

D And getting a key break here or there. 

Purdue got to its first Rose Bowl in 34 years despite playing 
seven true freshmen last season. Five of those freshmen started. 
Coach Joe Tiller has forced the Big Ten to take notice and adjust 
recruiting-wise by recruiting speed over brawn. You might hit the 
Boilers, but they will run past you. 

“The scholarship reduction has spread the talent around bet- 
ter,” Tiller said. “Due to the sheer numbers, maybe not all of us, 
but a majority of us have to play some freshmen. Then it becomes 
a question of how talented these rascals are getting. 

“What we're looking for, if you describe it in very elementary 
terms, is matchup football. If we're trying to match up one of our 
speed guys versus one of your linebackers, you might consider a 
guy that isn’t quite as big but has the foot speed to run with Pur- 
due receivers.” 

Matchup football binds all the turnarounds together. 

Almost every team in the country runs at least some form of 
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the spread offense to move the ball, and uses the press defense 
to stop it. 

They have to. The spread in the first decade of the 21st cen- 
tury is what the wishbone was to the 1970s. The added advan- 
tage is that it’s easy to recruit to and is the perfect answer against 
bigger, brawnier defenses. 

“It’s an equalizer we have in today’s college football,” said 
South Carolina coach Lou Holtz, whose Notre Dame team won 
the 1988 national championship running the option. “We 
changed our offense, we spread it out. You can present some 
problems with teams today with the skill people who can throw 
and catch.” 

South Carolina turned it around with only one first-team All- 
SEC player on the team selected by the league coaches. 

Oklahoma's undersized Quentin Griffin scored 17 rushing 
touchdowns in 2000. That's the most at Oklahoma since Billy 
Sims ran for 22 in 1979. 

Northwestern lines up in generally the same offensive forma- 
tion as Purdue. The difference being Walker wants to spread the 
defense to create holes for his running backs. Tiller wants to cre- 
ate mismatches with his receivers. 

One of the original proponents of the one-back offense, Ore- 
gon State coach Dennis Erickson, has a knack for going by land 
and air from the same formation. 

These turnarounds have come not only within the scholarship 
confines, but because of them. 

It has enabled a program like Northwestern to make a couple 
of separate surges — Gary Barnett’s Rose Bowl miracle, and then 
once the bloom fell off that Rose, Walker moved in and nearly 
matched it in his second season. 

A brutal set of sprint drills during his first camp in August 
1999 sent a quarter of the team to the sidelines. Walker might 
not call it the time-tested method of “weeding out” by a new 
coach, but it worked. 

“We subjected them to a lot of things they thought initially 
were impossible,” Walker said. “I don’t apologize for it; | do it by 
design.” 

Once he had their bodies, it was easy for Walker to mold 
their minds. Three days after an embarrassing loss to TCU last sea- 
son, Walker lugged a weathered, worn 2-by-4 to practice. 

“Guys,” Walker said, “we could lay a 2-by-4 on the ground 
and every guy could walk across it. On game day they raise it 
about 100 feet. Who wants to walk across that?” 

Four days later, Northwestern won in overtime at Wisconsin. 

“So much of this game is mental, confidence,” Wildcat defen- 
sive end Dwayne Missouri said during the season. “Now we can 
look at that (conditioning) test and say as hard as it sounded a 
year ago, we can do it.” 

Holtz was another manual laborer. The 2000 Gamecocks 
weren't significantly different than the 1999 group that lost every 
game. Holtz, the 64-year-old true believer, thought he saw a 
glimmer of hope during the worst season of his career. 

“We lost a lot of games, but we never lost the team,” Holtz 
said, building for the future. 

“We constantly picked up converts that first year and were 
trying to put people in place. Even though I had a lot of distrac- 
tions, and it was a very depressing year, personally, you just stay 
the course.” 
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Coaching Makes 


In two seasons, the following five programs combined to improve by 29 games from their 1998 record to 2000. Hiring a new coach 
was the decisive event in the turnarounds, but also consider this: Four of the schools switched to a one-back offense, which means 


offense not only sells tickets, it helps win games. 


b OKLAHOMA 

WHERE THEY WERE: The Sooners were coming off the worst 
three-year stretch in their history, going 12-22 in the John Blake 
era. 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Bob Stoops, defensive coordinator 
at Florida. 

MAKING CHANGES: Stoops scrapped OU’s traditional running 
offense, bringing in Mike Leach from Kentucky to install a wide- 
open passing attack. Stoops found the right positions for Blake’s 
talented recruits, and recruited hidden JC gems in QB Josh 
Heupel and LB Torrance Marshall. 

THE RESULT: A 13-0 national championship season in 2000, 
capped by a 13-2 victory over Florida State and Heisman- -winning 
quarterback Chris Weinke. 

THE FUTURE: Get used to it — Oklahoma i is back among the 
nation’s elite. 


b SOUTH CAROLINA 
WHERE THEY WERE: The program 
had been to only one bow! game in 

10 seasons, and gave Brad Scott his 
walking papers after suffering through 
a 1-10 season, } 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Lou 
Holtz, a winner everywhere he has 
been in college. 

MAKING CHANGES: The Gamecocks 
stumbled to 0-11 in Holtz’s first sea- 
son, although the defense showed 
signs of greatness. In the offseason, 
Holtz switched to a spread offense .. 
and both sides of the ball took flight. 
THE RESULT: An 8-4 season, capped 
by a New Year's Day 24-7 victory over 
Ohio State in the Outback Bowl. 

THE FUTURE: The SEC East isn’t for the meek, but the Game- 
cocks will be a tough out for Florida, Tennessee and Georgia. 


b NORTHWESTERN 

WHERE THEY WERE: They were 3-9 when Gary Barnett left for 
Colorado in January of 1999, having retreated from the dizzying 
heights of 1995 (Rose Bowl season) and 1996 (co-Big Ten Cham- 
pionship). 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Randy Walker, head coach at Miami 
of Ohio. 


SCOTT HALLERAN/ALLSPORT 


aiming for a Big Ten title ... 


The next step for Lou Holtz is to 
make South Carolina a consistent 
winner in the SEC. 


MAKING CHANGES: Using a conservative offense in 1999, 
Northwestern was a boring 3-8, but the coaching staff took a few 
tips from St. Louis Rams assistant head coach John Matcko, 
switching to a spread offense that created space for RB Damien 
Anderson. 

THE RESULT: An 8-4 bowl season with the offense averaging 
38.6 points — an improvement of nearly 26 points per game. 
THE FUTURE: With 10 starters back on offense, the Wildcats are 
if the defense steps up. 


» OREGON STATE 


WHERE THEY WERE: The most woebegone program in Amer- 


‘ica, with an NCAA-record 29 consecutive losing seasons, includ- 


ing an improved 5-6 in Mike Riley’s last season. 

WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Dennis Erickson, recently fired from 

the Seattle Seahawks, and master of the one-back offense. 

MAKING CHANGES: Erickson built on Riley's 

"progress by bringing big-time credibility and confi- 

_ dence (national titles with Miami), his. offense ... 
and valuable j junior college talent. 
THE RESULT: After a 7-5 bowl season in 1999, the 
Beavers soared to 11-1 anda 41-9 flogging of 
Notre Dame in the Fiesta Bowl. 
THE FUTURE: Erickson seems committed to stay- 
ing, so look for the good times to continue to roll in 
Corvallis. 


t 
~ ) AUBURN 
WHERE THEY WERE: The Tigers were suffering 
through a messy divorce from coach Terry Bowden, 
who resigned after a 1-5 start in 1998. Auburn fin- 
ished 3-8 with Bill Oliver as the fill-in coach. 
WHO THEY HIRED IN 1999: Tommy Tuberville, 
head coach at Mississippi. 
MAKING CHANGES: Auburn took a step in the right direction 
with a 5-6 mark in 1999, and then Tuberville upgraded a woeful 
running game with junior college star Rudi Johnson. 
THE RESULT: A 9-4 season and a New Year's Day appearance in 
the Citrus Bowl. 
THE FUTURE: Short-term outlook is iffy because Johnson, fullback 
Heath Evans and WR Ronney Daniels all left early for the NFL. 
Long term, Tuberville built stability at Ole Miss, and appears to 
be doing the same at Auburn as the Tigers might not be the SEC 
West favorite, but they're certainly a team to contend with this 
season. 


And sometimes everything just 
breaks right. 

Trailing Mississippi State 
late in the game at Columbia 
on Sept. 23, the Gamecocks 
pulled off one of the boldest 
finishes in their history. Backup 
quarterback Erik Kimrey, sub- 
bing for a briefly injured Phil 
Petty, hit Jermale Kelly with a 
25-yard touchdown pass on 
fourth-and-10 to beat the Bull- 
dogs. It was Kimrey’s only 
attempt of the game. 

After going oh-for in 1999, 
South Carolina started 4-0 for 
the first time since 1988. Less than three months later, Holtz was 
winning the program’s second bowl game in its history, 24-7 
over Ohio State. The seven-game turnaround was the biggest in 
SEC history. 

“If you saw them play the 0-11 year you would have said, 
‘No way,’” Bowden said. “It’s pure will. He’s got it as good as 
anybody.” 

South Carolina makes it a record six programs that Holtz has 
gotten to bowl games, all within two years of taking over. 

Like all great turnarounds, there was a great staff behind 
it. It’s no secret that Holtz’s son Skip, the Gamecocks’ offen- 
sive coordinator, is expected to take over at South Carolina 
when his dad steps down. Charlie Strong was an assistant 
(1991-95) under Steve Spurrier when he turned it around at 
Florida and was at Notre Dame under both Holtz and Bob 
Davie (1995-98). 

“I'm not as hands-on as | was years ago,” Holtz said. “I coach 
not for the money. | enjoy the players. | enjoy being in the locker 
room afterward.” 

Especially after games in the 2000 season, compared to 
1999, 

Like South Carolina, Oregon State was driven to win by pure 
embarrassment. That, and the law of averages. The Beavers 
couldn't continue to be this bad this long in the age of quick turn- 
arounds. 

The fact that it was 29 years between winning seasons for the 
Beavers made the turnaround all that more dramatic. Dennis 
Erickson arrived in 1999 after winning national championships at 
Miami and then wading through a tepid four-year NFL experi- 
ence. 

In Corvallis, he seemed to find pure bliss. His 1999 Beavers 
finished 7-5 and went to their first bow! in 35 years. And then last 
season, they won I! games and a share of the Pac-10 champi- 
onship. 

Notre Dame seemed to be shocked that little ol’ Oregon 
State was running over, past and around the Irish en route to a 
41-9 Fiesta Bowl victory. 

Hey, the speed was all there for the Irish to scout on game 
film. But videotape cannot replicate the experience of getting 
smoked by Chad Johnson or run over by Ken Simonton. 

At every turn, Erickson didn’t fail to acknowledge the stocked 
cupboard Mike Riley had left him. 


JONATHAN DANIEL/ALLSPORT 


By demanding more from his 
players physically and men- 
tally, Randy Walker led 
Northwestern to a co-Big 
Ten Championship. 


RICK STEWART/ALLSPORT 


Simonton was the first player in conference history to rush for 
1,000 yards in each of his first three seasons. There were at least 
nine other starters on the spring depth chart who were brought in 
by Riley. 

Combine that with Erickson’s deft junior college recruiting 
(and even a few key holdovers from Jerry Pettibone’s recruiting 
efforts) and it was an overnight turnaround that took 30 years. 

“I've always been a huge fan of junior college players 
whether you need nine or one,” Erickson said, “because they're 
usually more mature and junior college coaching is extremely 
good.” 

Junior college recruiting is no longer the high-risk, high- 
reward venture it was in previous years. Because of NCAA restric- 
tions, junior college is virtually the only route for non-qualifiers. 

After two years, coaches get back an improved academic and 
athletic player. The NCAA requires a non-qualifier to earn a JuCo 
degree to be eligible upon transferring to a Division I-A program. 

And the high quality of JC play in states like Kansas, Califor- 
nia, Texas and Mississippi grooms players for the next level. 

Amount of investment by Division | programs? Usually noth- 
ing, except a re-recruitment. 

Oklahoma turned its whole program around by signing a left- 
handed, slow-footed slinger from Snow Junior College in Utah 
who played only the first halves of games because of a rotating 
QB system. All Josh Heupel did was finish second in Heisman 
voting and help the Sooners win the national championship. 

In Oklahoma’s case, there was latent excellence, which had 
gone to sleep under John Blake, who had recruited well but, by 
all accounts, couldn’t coach major-college football. 

Enter Stoops who first infused a sense of organization, and 
then plugged the right guys into the right spots. 

Andre Woolfolk moved 
from defense to offense, and 
wound up as a third-team 
all-league receiver. And 
defensive back J.T. Thatcher 
had been a running back, 
punt returner and part-time 
defender before 2000 ... 
when Stoops put him where 
he belonged, and he inter- 
cepted eight passes and 
was named first-team All- 
American. 

For Stoops, the challenge is 
to win another national cham- 
pionship and keep it going. 
For the others — Oregon 
State, South Carolina, North- 
western and the like — it’s 
about keeping it going, too. 
To another bowl game. A 
league championship. A consistent expectation of success, much 
like Kansas State has attained. 

It’s a little like ascending Everest the second time. 

“For a true turnaround you have to look at more than one 
year,” Holtz said. “To me, it’s can we do it two years, three 
years? Even a broken clock is right twice a day.” 


In Joe Tiller’s version of 
matchup football, he'll bet 
his speed guys can beat 
bigger guys. 
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Anderson Left 
Standing as 


Offensive Player 


of the Year 


inging through the trees that 

guard Northwestern University’s 

hallowed halls is an annual rite 
of fall. 

Randy Walker plays Sgt. Carter and 
Damien Anderson is Gomer Pyle. 

No, it’s not a high school play 
going on over there in Evanston, Ill. It’s 
Walker, the Northwestern coach, 
cutting Anderson, the Wildcats’ star 
tailback, no slack. 

“I’ve always held him to a higher 
standard,” Walker said. 

“We've put him on a pedestal. 
He’s the guy on our football team, our 
offense. I’ve had a couple of talks with 
him saying, ‘Listen, I'm going to be 
tougher on you than anybody else 
because | have to. Because every- 
body's eyes look to you all the time.’” 

So when Anderson jogs off the 
field, instead of sprinting, Walker's 
thundering “Anderson!” replaces Sgt. 
Carter’s “Pyle!” 

Shazam, it works every time. 

Anderson is Lindy’s preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year, partly by 
default, but also for all the right rea- 
sons. 

He could have skipped his senior 
season for the NFL, but didn’t. He 
could have transferred when Gary 
Barnett went to Colorado, but didn’t. 
He could have balked at Walker's hard- 
riding style, but didn’t. He could have 
taken the easier road in getting 
through the Big Ten wars, but didn’t. 

“I saw in him a work ethic, a 
passion before | even knew his name,” 
Walker said. “You pick guys out in 
workouts. He busted his tail in work- 
outs, he stood out. That’s usually a 
pretty good indicator.” 

Defenses might not be able to tackle 
him, but they have to admire him. 

“He graduated in June,” Walker 
said. “He can work on a master’s 
degree or a second major. Now you're 
talking about an African-American, a 
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two-time All-American with a double 
major coming out of Northwestern? He 
might earn a smaller salary by going to 
the NFL.” 

In a year thin on returning offen- 
sive stars, Anderson stands out as the 
best. The 5-11, 204-pound senior from 
Wilmington, Ill., is the nation’s leading 
returning rusher (1,914 yards) and 
Heisman vote getter. Anderson fin- 
ished fifth in the voting, getting one 
fewer first-place vote (six) than Michael 
Vick (seven). 

And if there’s any doubt a North- 
western guy can win the Heisman, 
well, don’t forget Darnell Autry fin- 
ished fourth in 1995. Besides, Ander- 
son has served notice. He is 215 yards 
away from Autry’s school career 
rushing record. And Northwestern will 


be favored by some (including Lindy’s) 
to win the league this year after split- 
ting it three ways with Purdue and 
Michigan last year. 

It also helps that Northwestern 
doesn’t play Michigan or Wisconsin 
and gets three relative non-conference 
softies in UNLV, Navy and Duke. 

“Damien is playing in a league that 
could get it for him,” said Walker, who 
will be starting his third season with 
the Wildcats. “He plays in an offense 
that features him.” 

The preseason honor is Ander- 
son's to lose, but don’t bet your 
personal seat licenses on him. If 
Michael Vick had stayed true to his 
word, we wouldn’t have this problem. 
Or if George Steinbrenner didn't give 
Drew Henson 17 million reasons to 


2001 


leave Michigan. 

Only two of the top 10 Heisman 
Trophy vote getters from 2000 are back. 
Only three of the top nine rushers. 

Aside from Anderson, there are 
serious flaws wherever you go. 

Oregon State’s Ken Simonton is 
the first Pac-10 player to rush for at 
least 1,000 yards in his first three 
seasons. He was ninth in Heisman 
voting. That’s nice ... but in the 
Beavers’ offense, he will have to share 
the ball. Simonton should surpass 
1,000 again, but matching his career 
average — 1,329 yards— won't 
guarantee him hardware. 

The last Heisman Trophy winner to 
win it with less than 1,300 yards was 
Syracuse’s Ernie Davis in 1961. Seven- 
teen running backs have won the 
Heisman since then. 

Texas quarterback Chris Simms has 
ripening young receivers, all the talent 
in the world and the perfect publicity 
machine. But the Longhorns might 
have to win a conference title to 


Woody Dantzler 
Clemson 


Damien Anderson 
Northwestern 


legitimize that talent. 

Senior Deonce Whitaker is the 
second-leading returning rusher with 
1,577 yards. The bad news is that he is 
at attention-starved San Jose State. 

Georgia Tech quarterback George 
Godsey finished sixth in the country in 
passing and was second in completion 
percentage to Josh Heupel. Godsey 
appeared on radar after he gave Florida 
State a huge scare early last season but 
he sat out the spring with a knee 
injury. 

Another quarterback, Indiana’s 
Antwaan Randle El, isn’t this year. The 
senior was switched to receiver in the 
spring. He provided a glimpse of the 
future with 223 total yards (rushing, 
passing, receiving) in the spring game. 
That further indicates that Randle E] 
might be the best offensive athlete in 
the country, but it doesn’t do anything 
for his Player of the Year prospects. 

Randle El is now just one of the 
guys as a full-time receiver who will 
moonlight as a quarterback inside the 


Ken Simonton 
Oregon State 


Antonio Bryant 
Pittsburgh 


20-yard line. Not good news for a 
hardware hopeful. Indiana’s leading 
receiver last season — Versie Gaddis 
— caught 29 balls. 

There are other reasons not to be 
impressed. Miami’s Ken Dorsey lost 
his top receivers. Nebraska's Eric 
Crouch missed spring with a recur- 
ring shoulder problem. 

Pittsburgh receiver Antonio 
Bryant might be a frontrunner if he 
hadn't been suspended twice during 
the spring. Last year’s Biletnikoff 
Award winner led the nation in 
receiving yards per game, but chose 
the spring to fight with teammates 
during a scrimmage. 

Clemson quarterback Woody 
Dantzler came within a few yards of 
rushing for 1,000 yards and passing 
for 2,000 yards but, like Godsey, was 
hampered by injuries. 

Who is left? 

Nothing but flawed gems ... and 
Gomer Pyle. 

— Dennis Dodd 


Jabar Gaffney 
Florida 


Jerramy Stevens 
Washington 
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Woody Dantzler 5-11, 200 Sr. 
Damien Anderson’ 5-11, 204 Sr. 
Ken Simonton 5-8,191 Sr. 
Antonio Bryant 6-2,185 Jr. 
Jabar Gaffney 6-1, 202 So. 
Jerramy Stevens 6-7, 260 Jr. 
Chris Gibson 6-3, 279 Sr. 
Toniu Fonoti 6-4, 340 Jr. 
Bryant MckKinnie 6-9, 330 Sr. 
Terrence Metcalf 6-35315) Sr 
Mike Pearson 6-7,292 Jr. 
Jonathan Ruffin 5-10,185 Jr. 


SECOND TEAM 


Ken Dorsey 

Lee Suggs 

T.J. Duckett 
Andre Davis 

Roy Williams 

Tim Stratton 

Seth McKinney 
Kendall Simmons 
Brett Williams 
Jon Stinchcomb 
Joaquin Gonzalez 
Alex Walls 


Clemson 
N’western 
Oregon St. 
Pittsburgh 
Florida 
Washington 
Oregon St. 
Nebraska 
Miami 

Ole Miss 
Florida 
Cincinnati 


6-0, 205 
6-2, 250 
6-1, 200 
6-5, 210 
6-4, 258 
6-3, 302 
6-3, 328 
6-6, 315 
6-6, 266 
6-5, 290 
6-1, 175 


Virginia Tech 
Michigan St. 

. Virginia Tech 

. Texas 
Purdue 

. Texas A&M 

. Auburn 
Florida State 
Georgia 

. Miami 
Tennessee 


Chris Gibson 
Oregon State 


Toniu Fonoti 
Nebraska 


Bryant McKinnie 
Miami (FL) 


Mike Pearson 
Florida 


Terrence Metcalf 
Ole Miss 


Jonathan Ruffin 
Cincinnati 
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Tennessee’s 
Henderson 
Learned to 
Play Big by 
Playing Low 


ennessee trailed Memphis 10-3 
i at halftime, and John Henderson 
wasn’t happy. He was mad at 
himself, mad at his teammates. 

In the locker room, he grabbed a 
crate full of Gatorade and flung it 
against the wall, splattering liquid 
everywhere. Not acan or a bottle... a 
whole crate. 

Henderson’s motivational meth- 
ods got the attention of his team- 
mates, and got himself into what had 
been a listless game. 

“| was fired up the next half and 
came out trying to destroy people,” 
said Henderson, who, at 6-7 and 304 
pounds, is capable of destroying a lot 
of people. 

Tennessee rallied to beat Memphis 
19-17. The Vols won a game they 
might have lost, if not for the leader- 
ship of the junior defensive tackle 
from Nashville. 

Off the field, Henderson is meek 
and mild. That’s why he later said of 
the Gatorade caper: “I think I got a 
couple of teammates’ clothes wet. | 
had to apologize.” 

On the field, he can be a terror. 
He’s almost unstoppable, even if 
double-teamed. As a junior, he 
recorded 12 sacks to become the first 
defensive tackle in more than a 
decade to lead the SEC in that cate- 
gory. 

He had a team-high 64 solo 
tackles, an inordinately high number 
for an interior lineman. 

He won the respect of opposing 
coaches and commentators from coast 
to coast. 

He won the Outland Trophy. 

He was so good, so dominant, he 


be 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


seemed too good to return to college 
for another year. 

Yet, he decided to do just that. A 
partial qualifier, Henderson promised 
his mother he would get a degree. 
Even if he knew he'd be a high first- 
round draft choice, he said he was 
coming back to Tennessee for his 
senior season. 

Henderson wants more than a 
degree, however. He wants a ring. 
Because of his academic status com- 
ing out of high school, Henderson 
wasn't allowed to play in 1998, the 
year the Vols won the national cham- 
pionship. He wasn’t allowed to 
receive a national championship ring, 
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either. It still eats at him. 

“I’m ready to win a national 
championship and get me aring,’” he 
said. “I’m still down from the ‘98 
season. That still kind of (bothers) me. 
That's what | want.’” 

To get it, Henderson, one of five 
team captains, knows he must show 
leadership that hasn’t been prevalent 
since Al Wilson took his fire-and- 
brimstone act to the Denver Broncos. 
The Vols went 13-0 in 1998. They’ve 
gone 17-7 since, including a humiliat- 
ing loss to Kansas State in the 2001 
Cotton Bowl. 

“I can be something like Al Wil- 
son,” Henderson said. “I saw how he 
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did it in the ‘98 season and | think I 
can bring that back to the team.” 

Being that kind of leader didn’t 
seem to fit Henderson's soft-spoken, 
laid-back personality. By his own 
admission, he didn't play hard every 
snap in high school. He had a reputa- 
tion for loafing. 

“I took plays off,” Henderson said. 
“L really didn’t go as hard as I do 
now.” 

Tennessee defensive coordinator 
John Chavis said Henderson has a 
terrific work ethic. But even Chavis 
wasn’t sure if Henderson could make 
the switch from defensive end in high 
school to defensive tackle in college. 

“I didn’t think you could play 
defensive tackle if you were taller than 
6-5,” Chavis said. “John Henderson 
proved me wrong.” 

In truth, Henderson didn’t want to 
play defensive tackle. As an ineligible 
freshman, he said he practiced two 
days at end before being moved to 


& 
Wendell Bryant 
Wisconsin 


John Henderson 
Tennessee 


FIRST TEAM 


tackle. Tennessee had depth at end 
but needed more bodies at tackle. The 
experiment was anything but an 
instant success. 

“| hated it,” Henderson said. “It 
just wasn’t working out for me 
because | was too tall. (Offensive 
tackle) Cosey Coleman kept pushing 
me back 15 yards.” 

Henderson eventually learned to 
stay low, use his hands and master 
the techniques of playing tackle. Now, 
he says, he loves playing the inside 
position. He’s grown so accustomed 
to the position, he’d rather play tackle 
than end in the NFL. 

Asked if UT tricked him by moving 
him to tackle, Henderson said: “No, 
they didn’t trick me. They did good. | 
won the Outland. | thank them for 
moving me — I guess.” 

Henderson is this kind of athlete: 
He was such an outstanding high 
school basketball player that he was 
dubbed “Baby Shaq.” It’s not unusual 


DEFENSE 
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Larry Tripplett 
Washington 


Julius Peppers 
North Carolina 


to see him chase down a running 
back from behind. He has run 40 
yards in faster than 4.7 seconds. 

It’s that athletic ability — com- 
bined with his size and tempera- 
ment — that has NFL scouts anxious 
to see him this season. 

He has the potential to be the 
No. 1 overall pick in the 2002 NFL 
draft. 

Maybe win another Outland 
Trophy? Maybe match or exceed his 
12 sacks of a year ago? 

Nah ... he’s all about the ring. 
Make it rings — with an “s.” 

Remember, although he talks 
about the national championship, 
the Vols haven’t won an SEC title for 
the past couple of seasons, either. 

One step at a time. 

“I have goals,” he said. “But I'll 
be happy if! only get six or seven 
sacks, as long as | can do my job 
and we win some championships.” 

— By Jimmy Hyams 


Levar Fisher 
N.C. State 


Rocky Calmus 
Oklahoma 


SECOND TEAM 


Wendell Bryant 
John Henderson 
Julius Peppers 
Larry Tripplett 
Rocky Calmus 
Levar Fisher 
Mario Haggan 
Quentin Jammer 
Lito Sheppard 
Pig Prather 
Edward Reed 
Preston Gruening 


Mario Haggan 
Mississippi State 
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6-4, 293 
6-7, 304 
6-6, 270 
6-1, 300 
6-3, 235 
6-4, 229 
6-3, 253 Jr. 
6-1, 198 Sr. 
5-10, 194Sr. 
6-3, 195 Sr. 
6-0, 190 Sr. 
5-10, 204Jr. 


Sr. 


Quentin Jammer 


Texas 


Wisconsin 
Tennessee 
N. Carolina 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
N.C. State 
Miss.State 
Texas 
Florida 
Miss. State 
Miami 
Minnesota 


Lito Sheppard 
Florida 


Alex Brown 
Bryan Knight 
David Pugh 
Greg Gathers 
Jashon Sykes 
Ben Taylor 
Kalimba Edwards 6-6,260 
Rashad Bauman 5-8, 185 
Dennis Weathersby 6-1, 201 
Mike Doss 
Mike Rumph 
Dave Zastudil 


6-4,264 
6-2, 230 
6-3, 280 
6-1,260 
6-3, 230 
6-2, 240 


6-2, 200 
6-3, 230 


A 


Ed Reed 
Miami (FL) 


Pig Prather 
Mississippi State 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
SK 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
dr. 


S-11, 197JIr 


Sr. 


vor 


Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 


Pittsburgh 
Virginia Tech 
Georgia Tech 
Colorado 
Virginia Tech 
S. Carolina 
Oregon 
Oregon State 
Ohio State 
Miami 

Ohio 


Preston Gruening 
Minnesota 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Expectations Amuse 
Longhorns’ Simms 


There is a buzz and Chris Simms hears it. He wouldn’t be 

human if he didn’t; but then again, being human isn’t 

what many Texas fans expected when the USA Today 
National Offensive Player of the Year signed with the Long- 
horns in 1999, 

They saw his 6-5 size, factored in his physical talent and 
his NFL pedigree and figured Major Applewhite was fin- 
ished as the starter the moment Simms walked on campus. 

Those people underestimated the baby-faced Apple- 
white’s will and overestimated Simms’ ability to make 
instant use of those talents. Simms didn’t win the starting 
job until after last season, and it took two knee injuries to 
Applewhite and a load of patience on the part of the Texas 
coaching staff for that to happen. 

And for a different kind of buzz to begin. 

For now the expectations aren’t just for him to start at 
Texas, or even to win extravagantly at Texas. The expecta- 
tions include a date in New York City in early December and 
the acceptance of that little bronze guy with the stiff-arm. 

“I think it’s crazy. It makes me giggle,” Simms said. 

“| haven't played a full season yet. To say I’m up for the 
Heisman seems crazy to me. | don’t know what to say.” 

But look around. 

Michael Vick dashed off to the NFL. Drew Henson took 
the baseball money. The remaining college football quarter- 
back class of 2001 is good ... but perhaps only Simms has 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

4. Woody Dantzler Son Clemson | 

2. Ken Dorsey Jr. Miami 

3. Chris Simms Yo Texas 

4. Joey Harrington Sr. Oregon 

5. Jason Thomas Jr. UNLV 

6. Eric Crouch Sr. Nebraska 

7. Philip Rivers So. _ N.C. State 

8. Zak Kustok Jr. Northwestern 

9. George Godsey Sr. Georgia Tech 
10. Casey Clausen So. Tennessee 
411. Kurt Kittner Sie Illinois ; 
12. Carson Palmer Jr. USC 

13. Byron Leftwich Jr Marshall 

14. Dave Ragone Jr. Louisville 

15. Randy Fasani Sr. Stanford 

16. David Garrard Sr. East Carolina 
17. Rohan Davey Sr. LSU 

18. Wayne Madkin Sr. Mississippi State 
19. David Carr ‘Sie Fresno State 
20. David Neill Sr. Nevada 
21. Jonathan Smith Sr. Oregon State 
22. Kliff Kingsbury dr. Texas Tech 
23. John Welsh Sr. Idaho 
24. Jared Lorenzen So. Kentucky 
25. Timmy Chang So. Hawaii 


Rising stars: Rex Grossman, Florida; 
Eli Manning, Mississippi; Craig Ochs, Colorado. 


Chris Simms 


the right combination of size, team, charisma and name 
recognition to truly be a superstar. 

This kind of talk isn’t anything new for the son of former 
New York Giant quarterback and Super Bowl MVP Phil 
Simms, though it comes at a time when he was just starting 
to feel comfortable again. 

“People expected a lot right away,” said the junior from 
Franklin Lakes, N.J. “College football is an entirely different 
game. In high school, | didn’t have to worry about (pass) 
protections. Here | had to learn nine different protections 
the first day.” 

He didn’t feel comfortable, he said, until starting and 
playing the entire game at Kansas last year, when had two 
interceptions returned for scores — one on a two-point 
conversion attempt — but rebounded to throw for 240 
yards and two touchdowns in a Longhorn win. 

“In my case, | didn’t realize the weight was off my chest 
until that game, when I played the whole game. | needed to 
do that,” said Simms, who so values getting snaps in col- 
lege that he’s already promised he'll return for his senior 
year, regardless of what success he has this fall. 

“I’m 100 percent sure,” he said. “The more playing time 
you get in college, the better you'll be. You hear NFL scouts 
talk about it all the time.” 

“He’s been playing with a lot more confidence,” said UT 
offensive coordinator Greg Davis. “The decision to make 
him the guy before spring drills was good, a productive 
thing. It’s allowed him to play with more freedom.” 

And yet have more control. One of Simms’ main goals 
in the spring was to make decisions quicker while being 
more patient. 

“You can’t always look for the 20-yard out or the post,” 
Simms said. “Sometimes you just have to drop it off.” 

Not that Simms can’t be tempted to go long on every 
ball, with a deep receiving stable that includes a pair of 
freshman All-Americans — split end Roy Williams and 
flanker B.J. Johnson — and a sophomore tight end, Bo 
Scaife, who'll allow him to work the middle for big plays. 

“It’s very comforting, of course. And it’s good fora 
quarterback, especially in stats,” Simms said, breaking into 
a grin. 

“I can throw five-yard or 10-yard passes. They can turn 
them into 70-yard or 80-yard touchdowns. With them | 
don’t feel the pressure to throw the ball perfectly. They have 
great hands. I can just go out and throw it. It’s like playing 
backyard football again.” 

— Mark Wangrin 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


Simonton Poised to 
Make Pac-10 History 


regon State ... Heisman Trophy. 
O For nearly 40 years, it has been nothing short of 
preposterous to use those two phrases without the 
third phrase of “Terry Baker.” 

But with all the changes in Corvallis the past couple of 
years — the name of the stadium, the new athletic facilities, 
the former NFL coach — it’s OK to now merge those two 
thoughts into one sentence ... and throw the words “Ken 
Simonton” into the mix. 

As in Oregon State running back Ken Simonton, who is 
a legitimate candidate for the Heisman Trophy. 

Nobody is snickering at such a notion anymore. Simon- 
ton is OSU's first threat for the stiff-arming statue since 
quarterback Terry Baker won it in 1962. 

Yes, there have been some fine players in Corvallis over 
the years — but not many. And when the program is living 
through 34 seasons without a bowl game, players don’t get 
noticed. It has been 32 seasons since center John Didion was 
OSU's last consensus All-American (1968). 

But now that the Beavers have had back-to-back winning 
seasons, including last year’s 11-1 campaign complete with 
the Fiesta Bowl blowout of Notre Dame ... well, these guys 
won't stay ignored. 

Simonton, a thick-legged, 5-8, 194-pound dynamo 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 

CLASS COLLEGE 
‘Sr. Northwestern 
Sr. Oregon State 
Jr. Virginia Tech 
Jr. Michigan State 
Sr. UCLA 
So. Arkansas 
Sr. San Jose State 
Jr. Boston College 
Sr. Oregon 
Jr. West Virginia 
Jr. South Carolina 
Sr lowa State 
Sr. USC 
Sr. Mississippi State 
Jr. Minnesota 
Sr. Toledo 
Sr. Virginia 
dr. Oklahoma 
Jr. Florida 
Sr. Kansas State 
dr. Mississippi State 
Jr. Georgia Tech 
Jr. Purdue 
Sr. Southern Miss 
Sr. Clemson 


Damien Anderson 
Ken Simonton 
Lee Suggs 

T.J. Duckett 
DeShaun Foster 
Cedric Cobbs 
Deonce Whitaker 
William Green 
Maurice Morris 
Avon Cobourne 
Derek Watson 
Ennis Haywood 
Sultan McCullough 
Dicenzo Miller 
Tellis Redmon 
Chester Taylor 
Antwoine Womack 
Quentin Griffin 
Earnest Graham 
Josh Scobey 
Dontae Walker 
Joe Burns 
Montrell Lowe 
Derrick Nix 

Travis Zachery 
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25. 
Rising stars: Marcus Houston, Colorado; 
Rich Alexis, Washington; Clarence Farmer, Arizona 


Ken Simonton 


already ranks fifth all-time in Pac-10 rushing with 4,073 
yards, and ninth in scoring with 312 points. 

Barring injury, he should become the first back in Pac-10 
history to gain at least 1,000 yards as a freshman, sopho- 
more, junior and senior — and pass players like Marcus 
Allen, Darrin Nelson and Napoleon Kaufman on the league's 
career rushing list, all the way up to No. 2 behind Charles 
White. 

“He amazes me every time he plays,” Oregon State 
coach Dennis Erickson said. “I hope he never runs out of 
eligibility.” 

Erickson will be at OSU for the third season, and for the 
third time can count on Simonton for another big year. 

Last year, he rolled up a career-best 1,559 yards and 
scored 19 touchdowns, despite sharing time with talented 
backup Patrick McCall (a transfer from Michigan) in a rota- 
tion that is arguably the best in the nation. 

“We win a lot of games as long as he’s playing,” OSU 
running backs coach Dan Cozzetto said. “In the past, he was 
beat up pretty good by the sixth game. (But in 2000) Patrick 
and Antonio Battle took the load off of him.” 

The plan this year is to again alternate Simonton and 
McCall, a strategy that will benefit the team by keeping both 
of them fresh, but one that could cost him the mega- 
yardage necessary for national recognition. 

No problem. 

“He's just as happy if (McCall) is getting a lot of the 
yards, or if I’m throwing a touchdown pass, as when he’s 
scoring touchdowns,” said quarterback Jonathan Smith. 

“That's been the key throughout, since he first started to 
get some recognition, to where he is now, It's always been 
about winning games.” 

From 1971 to 1998, the Beavers failed to have a winning 
season. But that’s all turned around quickly since Coach 
Erickson arrived on the scene, inheriting one of Mike Riley's 
key recruits — Simonton. 

Simonton is the catalyst in Erickson’s one-back set, 
igniting an explosive offense that scored at least 30 points 
in nine of the Beavers’ 12 games. He was elected team 
captain as a junior, a rarity at Oregon State. 

“When the game comes, he’s the one giving the most 
effort and keeping the other guys energized. He’s probably 
the most competitive guy out there, on either side of the 
ball,” Smith said. “It’s that example, come Saturdays, that is 
crucial for us.”’ 

— Brooks Hatch 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RECEIVERS 


Never a Dull Moment 
When Bryant is Around 


ntonio Bryant was the final member of Pittsburgh's 
1999 recruiting class, a replacement for another 


player who reneged on a commitment. 

Two years later, he won the Biletnikoff Award as the 
nation’s best receiver. 

Just another example of how you never know what 
you're going to get with Bryant. 

Sometimes humble, sometimes outrageous, an occasional 
troublemaker, frequently entertaining ... his athletic ability 
and contrasting styles certainly make him one to watch in 
2001. 

First of all, Bryant, a 6-2, 185-pound junior, seems gen- 
uinely embarrassed by the attention he got for his fine 
sophomore season — leading the nation with an average of 
130.2 yards a game, being named a consensus All-American 
and winning the Biletnikoff. 

He’s a guy who went for 11 touchdowns, catching 27 
passes of more than 25 yards, including eight of 50 yards or 
longer. 

Extreme plays. And uh, extreme moments, too. 

Panthers coach Walt Harris calls him “passionate” and 


“intense” — nice words for Bryant’s expressiveness on the 
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TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


CLASS 


Antonio Bryant 
Jabar Gaffney 
Andre Davis 
Roy Williams 
Ron Johnson 
Josh Reed 
Terrence Edwards 
Kelly Campbell 
Kareem Kelly 
Lee Mays 
Antwone Savage 
Aaron Lockett 
Donte’ Stallworth 
Brian Poli-Dixon 
Atrews Bell 
John Standeford 
Marquise Walker 
Deion Branch 
Keenan Howry 
Donald Shoals k 
TOP TIGHT ENDS 
CLASS 
Jerramy Stevens 
Tim Stratton 
Tracey Wistrom 
Robert Royal 
Jeremy Shockey 
Daniel Graham 
Chris Baker 
Derek Smith 
L.J. Smith 
Randy McMichael 


COLLEGE 


Pittsburgh 
Florida 
Virginia Tech 
Texas 
Minnesota 
LSU 

Georgia 
Georgia Tech 
USC 

UEP 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
Tennessee 
UCLA 
Florida State 
Purdue 
Michigan 
Louisville 
Oregon 
Tulsa 


COLLEGE 
Washington 
Purdue 
Nebraska 
LSU 

Miami 
Colorado 
Michigan St. 
Kentucky 
Rutgers 
Georgia 


Antonio Bryant 


field. He had several incidents last season when he appeared 
to lose control, either ranting against Harris or quarterback 
John Turman after a play went awry. 

That part can be explained by his pure competitiveness. 
Not as easy to explain away are some off-field indiscretions 
that have landed him in Harris’ doghouse. 

@ He was one of six Pitt players suspended for the first 
game last season after a university investigation of unautho- 
rized use of a campus phone access card. 

In January, he was arrested after a verbal dispute with 
a campus police officer over a parking ticket. 

Bi In March, he was suspended for the first two spring 
practices after missing two team winter conditioning sessions. 

Bi In April, he was barred from the spring game after 
fighting with teammates during a scrimmage. 

Say this: Bryant is not afraid to express himself. 

“I don’t say a lot, so you know when | do say something, 
it means something,” Bryant said. 

He can be brutally honest. 

He admitted that during 1999, when he started and 
became the most prolific freshman receiver in Pitt history, 
he didn’t listen to his coaches much and improvised a lot. 

In the press conference after Pitt beat Penn State last 
season, Bryant proclaimed that the Panthers would beat 
Rutgers badly the next week. (He had eight catches for 
96 yards in a modest 29-17 victory). 

And when he was allowed to join spring practices in 
March after his short suspension, he said: 

“I’m just more hungry. | think I’m a little more vicious 
than some people. I’m just taking things a little bit more 
seriously. It’s like when you go to jail and then you get back 
to civilization. When you come out of jail, you just go wild.” 

The Panthers just hope he goes wild on the field. He’s 
desperately needed in an offense that sputtered in the spring. 

Bryant will be working with a new quarterback, probably 
senior David Priestley. Another change is that he won't have 
Latef Grim lining up on the opposite side to draw attention. 

But defenses knew about Bryant by late last season, and 
that didn't stop him from making 68 receptions for a Big East- 
record 1,302 yards and 11 touchdowns. He also helped out 
on punt returns with an 11.3-yard average on 16 attempts. 

Pitt has not promoted a player for the Heisman Trophy in 
21 years, since Hugh Green finished fourth, but the Panthers 
have put together a campaign, complete with CD-ROM 
highlights to send to voters. 

Heading into summer, Bryant seemed to be back in the 
coaches’ good graces and poised for a huge season. 

“| don’t know if there’s a football player in America that’s 
better than Antonio Bryant,” Harris said. 


— Shelly Anderson 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Miami Bookend Tackles 
Arrived Via Different Paths 


ith blue chip recruits abounding, Larry Coker and 
W the other Miami coaches didn’t need to bother a 

few years ago to check out low-end prospects like 
Joaquin Gonzalez and Bryant McKinnie. 

Now Coker is glad almost no one else bothered with 
them, either. 

Lacking big-time options out of high school, both play- 
ers set in motion courses that would land them on the same 
line at the same time enjoying the same status — All- 
American senior offensive tackle at Miami. 

Leaving early for the NFL was an option, but the alterna- 
tive — getting even better and vying for a national title — 
was attractive, too. 

“It's great to have those two guys back,” Coker said, 
which qualified as the understatement of the year ... right up 
until he followed that with, “They've both developed.” 

In a big, big way. 

They've had the size, and now they've got the tech- 
nique, the offense and the exposure to gain notoriety as the 
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TOP CENTERS 


Chris Gibson 

Seth McKinney 
Jeff Faine 

Kyle Young 
LaCharles Bentley 
Dan Koppen 

Ben Claxton 

Josh Melton 

Luke Butkus 
David Schmidgall 


TOP GUARDS 
CLASS 
Toniu Fonoti 
Andre Gurode 
Scott Peters 
Antwan Kirk-Hughes 
Chris Fe'esago 
Eric Heitmann 
Will Merritt 
Fred Weary 
Josh Lawson 
Vince Manuwai 


TOP TACKLES 
CLASS 
Bryant MckKinnie 
Mike Pearson 
Terrence Metcalf 
Kendall Simmons 
Brett Williams 
Jon Stinchcomb 
Joaquin Gonzalez 
Mike Williams 
Melvin Paige 
Jermese Jones 


COLLEGE 
Oregon State 
Texas A&M 
Notre Dame 
Clemson 
Ohio State 
Boston Coll. 
Ole Miss 
Arkansas 
Illinois 
Georgia Tech 


COLLEGE 


Nebraska 
Colorado 
Arizona State 
Texas 

San Jose St. 
Stanford 
Clemson 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Hawaii 


COLLEGE 
Miami 
Florida 
Ole Miss 
Auburn 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Miami 
Texas 
S. Carolina 
Virginia 


Joaquin Gonzalez 


nation’s top bookend tackles. They provide quarterback Ken 
Dorsey time to pick apart defenses and clear the way for one 
of the nation’s most talented backfields. 

Their stories are similar in certain aspects, but only 
connect because they are playing together at Miami. 

Gonzalez grew up a stone's throw from the Miami 
campus, better known for his brains than his brawn at 
Columbia High School. He posted a 4.0 grade-point aver- 
age, scored a 1,320 on his SAT and had academic scholar- 
ship offers from most of the lvys — but he clung to his 
dream of pulling a Hurricanes jersey over his shoulder pads. 

So instead of going to Harvard or Yale, he walked on 
under then-coach Butch Davis. Soon, he showed that he 
could hold his own in practice. Not much later, the 6-5, 
290-pounder started dominating some of the Big East’s 
best defensive ends, earning a scholarship before his 
sophomore season. 

“He’s a brilliant student,” Coker said. “And he’s just 
developed into a good football player.” 

McKinnie, meanwhile, grew up in the Philadelphia 
suburbs. He was the biggest drummer in Woodbury (N.]J.) 
High School's band before giving football a try his senior 
year. Although his size enabled him to dominate as a defen- 
sive end, his skills needed the type of refining that two years 
at Lackawanna (Pa.) Junior College provided. 

He moved to offense at Lackawanna, and then the 6-9, 
330-pounder moved to Miami, redshirting the 1999 season. 
Getting a chance as the ‘Canes’ starting left tackle last 

season, McKinnie quickly established himself against the 
best: Florida State All-American defensive end Jamal 
Reynolds entered the game against the Hurricanes with 
10 sacks, but never got within sniffing distance of Dorsey, 
thanks to McKinnie. 

“He was an unproven commodity,” Coker said of McKin- 
nie, who didn’t allow a sack in 2000. 

“It’s pretty obvious with his physical size he’s got some 
tools. It’s been a process for him, but he’s certainly been up 
to the challenge. After this last year, he won't be a secret 
anymore. Everyone will know about him.” 

Together, they anchor a unit that allowed just eight sacks 
last season, and then lost only one starter. 

With that kind of beef up front, it’s no wonder Miami is 
expected to do great things in 2001, even after losing its 
head coach to the NFL. 

It was Butch Davis who received the accolades for 
bringing in the kind of blue chip recruits that helped Miami 
reclaim a spot in the nation’s elite. If Coker continues that 
success this season, it will in large part be due to these two 
guys who almost no one wanted five years ago. 

— Brian Falzarano 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Round of Red-Hot Peppers 


n early January, a full month before national-signing day, 
| new North Carolina football coach John Bunting was 

absolutely glowing. 

He had just received word that a very important recruiting 
priority had chosen the Tar Heels. 

“We just got our No. 1 target,” Bunting said. 

A quarterback from Charlotte? A receiver from Durham? 

Nope. Try a defensive end from Chapel Hill — Julius 
Peppers, the pass-rushing fiend who chose to stay in school for 
at least his junior season instead of declaring for the NFL draft. 

“We are tremendously excited,” Bunting said. “Julius is a 
great, great player, and we believe he will be even better (this 
season).” 

Don't go talking crazy, Coach. We know this is your first 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 

CLASS COLLEGE 
Tennessee 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
Virginia Tech 
Miami 
Kansas 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Michigan State 
Colorado 
Mississippi State 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Oregon State 
USC 
Nebraska 
Arizona 


Be) 


John Henderson 
Larry Tripplett 
Wendell Bryant 
David Pugh 
William Joseph 
Nate Dwyer 
Kindal Moorehead 
Ty Warren 

Josh Shaw 

Justin Bannan 
Dorsett Davis 
Darnell Dockett 
Mike Collins 
Jimmy Kennedy 
Eric Manning 
Bernard Riley 
Jason Lohr 

Keoni Fraser 

Jeff Womble Florida State 
Marcus Roberson Washington 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 

CLASS COLLEGE 
North Carolina 
Florida 
Georgia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Purdue 
Syracuse 
Texas 
Arizona State 
UCLA 
Tennessee 
UNLV 
Alabama 
Mississippi State 
Virginia Tech 
Notre Dame 
Georgia 
Florida State 
Notre Dame 
Louisville 
Georgia Tech 
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Julius Peppers 
Alex Brown 

Greg Gathers 
Bryan Knight 
Akin Ayodele 
Dwight Freeney 
Cory Redding 
Terrell Suggs 
Kenyon Coleman 
Will Overstreet 
Anton Palepoi 
Kenny King 
Conner Stephens 
Nathaniel Adibi 
Grant Irons 
Charles Grant 
Alonzo Jackson 
Anthony Weaver 
Michael Josiah 
Nick Rogers 


Quarterbacks Served Another 


year coaching at the 
Division | level, but ... 
come on. Even better? 

Last season, Pep- 
pers was simply domi- 
nant, the best 
pass-rusher in college football. 

The 6-6, 280-pound Peppers entered the season with little 
fanfare after recording six sacks as a redshirt freshman. 

He was known mostly for being a football player who 
banged bodies in the Carolina Blue paint on the basketball 
court in the Dean Dome. The defensive end who got to the 
Final Four. 

Peppers promptly led the country with 15 sacks — and 
was third in the nation with 24 tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage. 

Yet, he says quickly, “I didn’t play as well as | could have. 
| had a pretty good year, but there were games | could have 
done a lot more. I need to get more consistency.” 

It's a valid point. Peppers started fast and finished strong, 
but in between he had a two-game stretch — against Marshall 
and Georgia Tech — in which he managed just five tackles and 
one sack. 

“You have to grade Julius differently because of his ability 
level,” said former UNC coach Carl Torbush. “He’d have 
games that, for a lot of guys, would be good. But with Julius, 
an A-game for someone else might only be a B-game for him. 
He’s that good.” 

Peppers had his share of A-games. 

There was his four-sack demolition of 6-6, 320-pound 
Virginia offensive tackle Jermese Jones. 

He had three sacks against Pittsburgh left tackle Mark 
Browne, who angered Peppers before the game by saying, 
“I'm not worried about him at all.” 

Against Wake Forest he had two sacks and returned a 
fumble 12 yards for a score. 

He took an interception 27 yards to the house against 
Duke, and added two sacks. 

Yet, the North Carolina defense as a whole was not up to 
expectations. It, too, had a problem with consistency. 

The performances against the ACC’s best teams were 
most telling in the decision to fire Torbush: They lost to Florida 
State, 63-14; to Clemson, 38-24; and to N.C. State, 38-20. 
Those breakdowns are the kinds of things that Bunting is 
charged to eliminate — and Peppers will be a key guy in that 
quest. 

Peppers enters the season as the most dominant defensive 
player in the ACC, and the most recognized two-sport athlete 
in college. Peppers has been the Tar Heels’ key sixth man for 
the past two seasons — averaging 7.1 points and four 
rebounds in the 2000-01 campaign. 

With starting power forward Kris Lang injured, Peppers 
got a couple of starts, including one against Maryland when 
he had 18 points. 

After the game, UNC basketball coach Matt Doherty joked 
— we think he was joking — that maybe Peppers had consid- 
ered leaving school early in the wrong sport. 

Don’t go talking crazy, Coach. 

— Gregg Doyel 
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10 magazines, 14 newsletters 
32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

19 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
10 magazines, 12 newsletters 
12-13 issues 

10 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

14 issues, 1 yearbook 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 

20 issues 

32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

34 issues 

13 magazines, 17 newsletters 
26 issues, 2 yearbooks 

23 issues, 2 yearbooks 

18 issues 

17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

18 issues, 2 yearbooks 

35 issues 

36 issues, 1 yearbook 

32 issues 

29 issues 

12 issues 

21 issues, first-class mail 
26 issues, 1 yearbook 

18 issues 

32 issues 

10 issues, 2 yearbooks 

17 issues, 1 yearbook 

35 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

20 issues 

30 issues 

20 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

27 issues 

26 issues, 2 yearbooks 

35 issues 

33 magazines, 1 yearbook 
25 issues, 2 guides 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 

17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

15 issues, 2 yearbooks 

12 issues 

33 issues 

32 issues 

25 issues 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


LINEBACKERS 


‘Plain Jane’ Calmus 
Can Deliver the Pain 


ere are a few sights you'll never see: 
@ Oklahoma linebacker Rocky Calmus walking into a 
team meeting a tad late. 

H Calmus with platinum-colored hair. 

@ Calmus with earrings and tattoos. 

Here’s a sight you'll often see: 

@ Calmus making the tackle. 

He’s the Sooners’ purest linebacker since Brian Bosworth, 
who won the first two Butkus Awards as the nation’s top 
collegiate linebacker in 1985 and ‘86 ... and while they are 
similar statistically, personally, they couldn’t be more different. 

Calmus has affectionately been dubbed “the Anti-Boz.” 

“I'm just kind of a plain-Jane guy,” Calmus said. 

Calmus was seven-years old when Bosworth left OU after 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 
NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Rocky Calmus Oklahoma 
Mario Haggan Mississippi State 
Jashon Sykes : Colorado 
Robert Thomas 5 UCLA 

Ben Taylor ‘ Virginia Tech 
Trev Faulk : LSU 

Bradley Jennings Florida State 
Josh Thornhill Michigan State 
Saleem Rasheed Alabama 
Pernell Griffin East Carolina 
Clifton Smith Syracuse 
Larry Foote Michigan 

Billy Silva Northwestern 
Lance Briggs J Arizona 

D.D. Lewis 2 Texas 

Terry Pierce Kansas State 


SOLOO FS) OEIC 


Justin Ena : BYU 
Lawrence Flugence 
Eric Brackins 

Daryl Smith 


Texas Tech 

Michigan 

Georgia Tech 
TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 

NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Levar Fisher 
Kalimba Edwards 
Ben Leber 
Napoleon Harris 
Eddie Strong 
James Allen 
Joe Cooper 
Bradie James 
Victor Hobson 
Boss Bailey 
Kevin Bentley 
Grant Wiley 
Ryan Nece 


Recardo Wimbush 


Chad Carson 
Taylor Suman 


Will Weatherspoon 


Kendyll Pope 
Gerald Hayes 
Justin Smith 


N.C. State 
South Carolina 
Kansas State 
Northwestern 
Ole Miss 
Oregon State 
Ohio State 
LSU 
Michigan 
Georgia 
Northwestern 
West Virginia 
UCLA 
Georgia Tech 
Clemson 
Temple 
Georgia 
Florida State 
Pittsburgh 
Indiana 


the 1986 season. 

“| remember the 
hair,” said Calmus, who 
grew up in Tulsa and 
starred at storied Jenks 
High School. “But | 
mostly remember how 
he played.” 

The connection was 
strengthened when 
Bosworth, now an actor and XFL color commentator, 
addressed the Sooners before the Rice game last season. 

“I saw him and my eyes lit up, just like a little kid,” Calmus 
said at the time. 

Before Bosworth left the room, Calmus walked over and 
shook his hand. 

“Hi ya, Rock,” Bosworth said with a pat on the back and 
a smile. 

“He knew my name. | got kind of excited,” said Calmus, 
who responded with 14 tackles and a fumble recovery that 
day. 

Calmus, the leader of the defending national champions, 
stands 6-3 and weighs 235 pounds, roughly 30 pounds 
heavier than when he arrived as a freshman. 

But what Calmus lacked in brawn back then, he made up 
for with brains and a natural instinct that amazes coaches. 

“He truly does have that nose for the ball,” said co-defen- 
sive coordinator Brent Venables, who works with the lineback- 
ers. “We try to be a very, very disciplined and structured 
defense. We don’t give guys a lot of leeway to freelance.” 

That includes Calmus ... who does it anyway. 

“I can’t really explain it,” Calmus said. “I just react.” 

“Even when we're not planning on him making plays, 
he somehow finds a way to do it,”’ Venables said. “That’s 
what separates him from so many others. Trust me, he does- 
n't bat a thousand when he freelances, and he gets an earful 
when he doesn’t.” 

Calmus is the only Butkus finalist returning from last year. 
The winner, Miami’s Dan Morgan, was a senior. The other 
finalist, Clemson junior Keith Adams, left early for the NFL. 

Calmus will have even more attention on him this 
season because the Sooners are defending national champs 
and because Orange Bowl MVP Torrance Marshall has 
moved on to the NFL. 

Marshall was 246 pounds of muscle, and actually might 
have been the Sooners’ best linebacker last season. He ran the 
40-yard dash in the low 4.4s and had a standing vertical leap 
of 38 1/2 inches. 

If Calmus had Marshall’s athleticism? 

“Oh, my goodness. He'd be a terror,” Venables said. 

“He’d break the mold,” co-defensive coordinator Mike 
Stoops said. 

Calmus will have to settle for being a tackling machine. 
He had 128 last season, 17 for loss and three that caused 
fumbles. With QB Josh Heupel gone, there’s no doubt the 
hottest-selling jersey in Norman will be Calmus’ No. 20. 

Venables’ one-year-old son, Jake, already has one. 

“It’s a little weird,” Calmus said of the adoration, “but it’s 
flattering.” 

Well, Rock, here’s a little more adoration, from The Boz: 

“He's got the one characteristic that all great linebackers 
need — total disregard for his own well-being,” Bosworth 
said. “He just sticks his hat into the ring.” 
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Rocky Calmus 


— John Rohde 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Daughter Mya Helps 
Sheppard be ‘The Man’ 


ito Sheppard looks like Deion Sanders in a Gators 
L uniform. He’s the superb cover guy who makes spectac- 
ular plays and the return guy who makes game-break- 
ing plays. 

It's a dream role that kids place themselves in as they’re 
growing up, but five years ago, Sheppard didn’t have time to 
envision such things. 

He fancied himself a basketball player, so much so that he 
hadn’t even touched a football in his first two years at Raines 
High in Jacksonville. And a week before his 16th birthday, 
Sheppard's future was further clouded when he learned he 
would become a father. 

“When | first found out, | was going into 11th grade and it 


TOP CORNERBACKS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


}ORED OUI 


Lito Sheppard 
Quentin Jammer 
Rashad Bauman 
Dennis Weathersby 
Mike Rumph 

Kevin Thomas 
Sheldon Brown 
Andre Lott 

Mike Echols 


. Keyou Craver 

. Cedric Henry 

. Todd Howard 

. Tim Wansley 

. Ricky Manning, Jr. 
. Roderick Babers 
. Michael Jolivette 
. Derrick Strait 

. Bennie Alexander 
. Eugene Wilson 

. Marcus Trufant 


TOP SAFETIES 
CLASS COLLEGE 


. Edward Reed 
. Pig Prather 


Mike Doss 


. Ryan Clark 

. Todd Johnson 

. Roy Williams 

. Anthony Floyd 

. Ramon Walker 

. Michael Lewis 

. Kevin Curtis 

. Terrence Holt 

. Marques Anderson 
. Shawn Hackett 

. Stuart Schweigert 
. Tank Williams 

. Chris Hope 

. Cato June 

. Synikar Taylor 

. Quintin Mikell 

. Jeremy Muyres 


Florida 

Texas 

Oregon 
Oregon State 
Miami 

UNLV 

South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Wisconsin 
Nebraska 
Michigan State 
Michigan 
Georgia 

UCLA 

Texas 


. Arizona 
. Oklahoma 


Florida 
Illinois 
Washington State 


Miami 
Mississippi State 
Ohio State 
LSU 

Florida 
Oklahoma 
Louisville 
Pittsburgh 
Colorado 
Texas Tech 
N.C. State 
UCLA 

West Virginia 
Purdue 
Stanford 
Florida State 
Michigan 

Ole Miss 
Boise State 
Georgia Tech 


scared me,” Sheppard 
said. “I didn’t know how 
to react to it.”” 

Thanks to the help 
of his mother, LaQuita 
Allen, who is helping 
raise her four-year-old 
granddaughter, Shep- 
pard is now more than 
just a father doting on 
his little girl, Mya, although he does plenty of that. 

Sheppard writes Mya’s name on his shoes, on his tape and 
even has it tattooed on his forearms. 

“That’s his motivator,” said Allen. “When he ran that punt 
back for a touchdown against South Carolina, she was with me 
in the stands and heard some of the crowd hollering, ‘Lito! 
Lito!’ She hollered, ‘Daddy! Daddy!’ That's his little heart.”’ 

With his daughter serving as inspiration, Sheppard became 
only the fourth sophomore in Florida history to be named first- 
team All-American. 

Just as Jabar Gaffney, his longtime friend and high school 
teammate, emerged as the lightning rod on offense, Sheppard 
has had a Deion-like effect on Florida’s defense and special 
teams. He tied for the SEC lead with six interceptions and led 
the league in punt returns. 

Defensive coordinator Jon Hoke pointed out that “(safety) 
Todd Johnson made big plays for us ... (defensive tackle) 
Gerard Warren made big plays ... but Lito’s big plays 
absolutely made the difference in at least three games.” 

Sheppard's heroics provided the difference between 
possibly the Gators’ worst season in 11 years under Steve 
Spurrier and winning their sixth SEC title. The championship 
happened largely because Sheppard had a remarkable knack 
for coming up big in pressure moments. 

@ At Tennessee, he returned an interception 19 yards for 
a touchdown midway through the third quarter, giving Florida 
its first lead. 

@ Against Georgia, his zig-zagging 61-yard interception 
return just before halftime set up a tying touchdown and 
reversed momentum for the Gators. 

B Against South Carolina, his 57-yard punt return in the 
final seconds of the first half gave Florida a 31-21 lead and 
emotionally deflated the Gamecocks in a game that decided 
the SEC East race. 

“We weren't even trying to return that punt,’’ Hoke noted. 
“We were in an all-out block.” 

The Gators, who return 17 starters from a 10-3 team that 
lost to Miami in the Sugar Bowl, will be counting on Sheppard 
to make more big plays in 2001, a season that Lindy’s pro- 
jects will end up with a national championship in Gainesville. 

Winning the title game in the Rose Bowl would be a big 
deal for Sheppard, but not as special as the real flower in his 
life, four-year-old Mya. Daddy's little girl is all over him by 
kickoff. 

There's little expression on Sheppard's face as he talks 
about himself — he’s Deion Sanders minus the self-promotion 
— but he lights up when the conversation turns toward his 
daughter. 

“I love my little girl to death,”’ he said. “That was some- 
thing | was lacking, a father figure, in my childhood. | want to 
be there in her life.” 


Lito Sheppard 


— Gene Frenette 


DISCOVER THE \ 


\ cS 
» "Wanceeei ant 


~ 3 THIS PRODUCT 
a MAY CAUSE GUM 
DISEASE AND 


Mo Toacza DISCOVER THE VALUE: TOOTH LOSS 


Big Taste. Bigger savings. 


©2001 Custom Blends, Inc. 


PLAYER RATINGS 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


Randle El — So Much 
More Than a Star QB 


ntwaan Randle EI had the paperwork almost done. 
He answered questions about his injury history and 


the names of his parents and other information the 

NFL requires from players entering the draft. 

“You have to get it notarized,” Randle El said. “I think 
they want you to know, ‘This is the real deal. This is it.’ ” 

It might as well have had a box for “do you want your 
college career to end this way?” 

He never sent the form. 

Still, he probably didn’t think his career would end 
this way. 

The great experiment of the spring was having Randle El 
— who was set to become the first player in Division I-A 
history to have four straight seasons with at least 2,500 
yards of total offense — move from quarterback to receiver. 

That will allow the Hoosiers to get quarterback Tommy 
Jones on the field, letting the exciting Randle El go wild 


TOP KICKERS 


RK NAME CLASS 


Jonathan Ruffin 
Alex Walls 

Dan Nystrom 
Jeff Chandler 
Hayden Epstein 
Rhett Gallego 
Luke Manget 
Nick Calaycay 
Ryan Cesca 
Todd France 


COLLEGE 


Cincinnati 
Tennessee 
Minnesota 
Florida 
Michigan 
UAB 
Georgia Tech 
Boise State 
Oregon State 
Toledo 
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TOP PUNTERS 

CLASS 
Preston Gruening Jr. 
Dave Zastudil Sr. 
Casey Roussel Sr. 
Damon Duval Jr. 
Jeff Ferguson Sr. 
Brooks Barnard Jr. 
Nate Fikse Jr. 
Richie Butler Jr. 
Freddie Capshaw ae 
Dan Dyke Jr. 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 
CLASS 


COLLEGE 


Minnesota 
Ohio 

Tulane 
Auburn 
Oklahoma 
Maryland 
UCLA 
Arkansas 
Miami 
Georgia Tech 
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COLLEGE 
Indiana 
Kansas State 
Virginia Tech 
Utah State 
Alabama 
Louisville 
lowa 

Arizona 
Colorado State 
North Carolina 


Antwaan Randle El 
Aaron Lockett 
Andre Davis 
Emmett White 
Freddie Milons 
Zek Parker 

Khalil Hill 

Bobby Wade 

Pete Rebstock 
Bosley Allen 


OOMNOTAON =P 


Antwaan Randle El 


everywhere else. It’s a bold move for coach Cam Cameron, 
because his job is possibly on the line after four losing 
seasons with the Hoosiers. 

Randle El, who is close to the man he calls “Coach Cam,” 
was happy to help. 

“Whatever it takes for us to win,” Randle El said. “If 
that’s playing DB, so be it.” 

Seriously? 

“Playing receiver, returning kicks and punts, that kind of 
thing, putting the ball in my hand, that’s what I love,” he 
said. “I love to have the ball. Even playing a little running 
back, that’s something | know | can do.” 

We'll just have to see how this all plays out. Randle El is 
expected to get the call at QB in short-yardage or goal-line 
situations, and also return punts. His overall playing time 
under center is likely to be determined by how well Jones 
plays. 

Either way, Randle El will be one of the most compelling 
athletes of the season. 

There is little the 5-10, 194-pound Randle El can’t do. 
He played basketball at Indiana as a sophomore. Next 
spring, Randle El plans to play baseball for the Hoosiers. The 
Chicago Cubs drafted him out of high school in the 14th 
round. 

That’s all very nice ... but what matters most to Randle El 
is winning. He has never had a winning season with the 
Hoosiers. 

He has started 33 games at quarterback ... and won 11. 
That’s why he came back to school. It isn’t how he wanted 
to leave his teammates. 

“I don't want to live with going through college and not 
going to a bowl game,” Randle El said. “I want to get toa 
bowl game and win a bowl game.” 

He is 681 yards away from the Division I-A record for 
career rushing by a quarterback, set by Dee Dowis of Air 
Force. But it became clear, that for all his wondrous athletic 
ability, his passing hadn't inspired much confidence from 
pro scouts. 

“I feel like | can play quarterback in the NFL,” Randle El 
said. “I talked to many different people who said, ‘Twaan, 
it’s a long shot and you really need to try to play a different 
position.’ 

“I will try to play some other positions. | feel like | have 
too much athletic ability, too much heart, not to be in the 
NFL. I’m not boasting or bragging. But | feel like | am an 
elite athlete. | work extra hard at whatever | do. 

“| will succeed.” 

— Mark Alesia 
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BACKFIELDS 


1. Miami The Hurricanes are so embarrassingly rich at running back that 
they could afford to send sophomore stud D.J. Williams back to linebacker in the 
spring. 

As it is, new coach Larry Coker will have to make do, somehow, with NFL- 
sized Najeh Davenport, ultra-productive Clinton Portis (6.3 yards per carry last 
season), and two guys who are all about potential — Jarrett Payton and hotshot 
redshirt freshman Willis McGahee. 

QB Ken Dorsey? His growing calm under fire, as well as that sparkling 25-to- 
5 touchdown-to-interception ratio, make him a Heisman frontrunner ... and Miami 
a national title contender. 


2. Northwestern Spread the field with four receivers so you create 
space to run first, pass second. What a great concept. Many will try to copy 
Randy Walker's genius, but few have a quarterback as crafty and gutty as Zak 
Kustok and no one has a running back who rushed for more yards last season 
than Damien Anderson (2,063, including the bowl). 


3. Florida Do what ever you want, Steve. Rotate them by plays, series, 
quarters or games. Rotate them 90 degrees, rotate them every 5,000 miles. Thing 
is, no matter how much they get spun around, either of the sophomore QBs — 
Rex Grossman or Brock Berlin — will make plays. The running backs have a by- 
committee feel to them as well, with Earnest Graham, Robert Gillespie and lots of 
young ‘uns ready to go. 


4. Mississippi State Only Oregon State can challenge Missis- 
sippi State's running back combination of Dicenzo Miller and Dontae Walker (308 
carries, 1,845 yards, 19 TDs). And although he doesn’t have a brilliant career 
touchdown-to-interception ratio (29-to-28), Wayne Madkin does have 33 
consecutive starts, completed 56.1 percent of his passes last season and, at 6-4, 
227, is a load to bring down in the open field. 


5. Oregon State The Beavers have two backs for Dennis Erickson’s 
one-back system, guaranteeing that Ken Simonton won't get tired, but perhaps 
costing him valuable Heisman carries when Patrick McCall gets his turns. All QB 
Jonathan Smith does is be smart and make all the key throws — exactly what a 5- 
10 guy needs to do. 


6. Oregon Give us one guy to lead a fourth-quarter drive, and we'd take 
the fiery Joey Harrington. Then put a 1,000-yard rusher like Maurice Morris into 

Oregon’s offense, and Mike Bellotti has another winning combination (doesn’t he 
always?). In his six seasons, the Ducks have scored 32.7 points per game. 


7. Clemson We'll forgive all-ACC RB Travis Zachery if he gets out- 
rushed by his quarterback. The QB in question, Woody Dantzler, has a chance to 
be that good. If he hadn't been hobbled with injuries late last season, he would 
have become the first player in NCAA history to pass for 2,000 yards and rush for 
1,000 more. 


8. Texas Major Applewhite holds or is tied for 40 Texas records and has 
won 72 percent of his games, although knee injuries (and supremely talented 
Chris Simms) have made him the nation’s best backup. UT will have a new 
starting tailback, but don’t sweat it. There is no shortage of candidates, including 
incoming freshman Cedric Benson, whose signing left ‘Horns fans breathless. 


9. Georgia Tech George Godsey’s tenure as JoeHam’s (yes, one 
word) replacement was supposed to last as long as the life span of an internet 
startup amid a NASDAQ crash, but everyone is still bullish on him despite coming 
off a major knee injury in the bow! game. His 2,906 yards, 23 TDs and overall 


leadership were a revelation, and RB Joe Burns is a nice run-catch threat who 
provides the balance. 


10. Toledo All-MAC QB Tavares Bolden and RB Chester Taylor, the 
nation’s second-leading returning rusher with 1,470 yards, should really take off 
in new coach Tom Amstutz’s spread offense. Taylor, who averaged 5.9 yards and 
scored 18 TDs a year ago, is one of the nation’s hidden gems. 


Rex Grossman (below) will battle Brock Berlin in the 
fall to take control of the Florida offense, which has 
the kind of depth to rival any team in the country. 
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1. Florida Jabar Gaffney led the SEC in receptions as a freshman last 
season (71), making it easy to forget that his partner Reche Caldwell is a darn 
fine receiver, too. There's not a better duo in the country, and in all, the Gators 
return more than 91 percent of their pass-catching production from last season. 
Juniors Aaron Walker and Kirk Wells are also productive, splitting 24 
receptions for 315 yards and 5 TDs. And while there aren't any proven big-play 
receivers after Gaffney and Caldwell, junior Taylor Jacobs has shown promise, 
and Steve Spurrier has some potential gems in guys like sophomores Carlos 
Perez and Kelvin Kight, and redshirt freshmen 0.J. Small and Reggie Vickers. 


2. Texas Having had several months to get over their case of the 
dropsies in the Holiday Bowl, sophomore stars Roy Williams and B.J. Johnson 
are ready to catch everything Chris Simms can throw at their fast, athletic, and 
often wide-open frames. Williams, a graceful 6-5, 210 pounds, is the touchdown- 
maker, with eight, including a 96-yarder against Oklahoma State. Tight end Bo 
Scaife needs to come back from knee surgery to give Simms a nice third target. 


3. Georgia Tech The Yellow Jackets have the talent to finally 
knock Florida State off its ACC perch, and no position at Georgia Tech is stronger 
than receiver. Senior Kerry Campbell is a future high draft pick who will soon own 
all Tech's major receiving records. Kerry Watkins has big-play ability, Will Glover 
has sticky fingers and sophomores Nate Curry and Jonathan Smith ensure that 
the beat goes on. 


4. LSU Jere! Myers dropped off from 64 receptions in 1999 to 29 last 
season, and that was due in part to the quick development of converted RB Josh 
Reed, who zoomed up the learning curve with 65 catches, 1,127 yards and 10 
TDs in his first full season at the position. All these guys need to do now is get 
their big years in sync. TE Robert Royal is a darling of the NFL scouts, 


5. Georgia The Bulldogs return their top six pass catchers from last 
season, and there's still only one senior in the bunch. Terrence Edwards (53 
catches in each of his first two seasons) leads the way, while Damien Gary 
emerged from a series of injuries to post 36 catches. Backups Reggie Brown and 


1. Miami So much for recruiting rankings. Left tackle Bryant McKinnie 
was just a lightly heralded JC transfer and right tackle Joaquin Gonzalez was a 
walk-on. Now, they are the finest bookends in college, and it wouldn't bea 
surprise to see both become first-round picks next April, with McKinnie going 
very early, 

‘Throw in underrated guard Martin Bibla, and the only glimpses defenders 
get of QB Ken Dorsey is on SportsCenter. And as ‘long as Dorsey stays upright, 
he'll have no trouble finding his new receivers, even if wep don't get open as 
quickly as Santana Moss and Reggie Wayne. 


2. Ole Miss The line has been entrusted to protect the new franchise 
— QB Eli Manning. The Rebs’ front wall yielded only s seven sacks a season ago, 
and returns Lindy’s preseason All- ‘American tackle Terrence Metcalf, as well as 
center Ben Claxton (coming back from injury) and Belton Johnson. 


3. Northwestern Somebody had to do all that blocking so Damien 
Anderson and Zak Kustok could do their thing last season, and all those 
somebodies are back. This is the real strength of the team, with three fifth-year 
seniors surrounding the two headliners — guard Jeff Roehl and center Austin 
a both juniors. 


4. UCLA ob Toledo's excellent recruiting efforts should begin paying off 
"right now. The Bruins have three Parade All-Americans along the line, 

including j junior tackles Mike Saffer and Bryce Bohlander. With only one senior in 
the projected starting five, these guys are already the best in the Pac-10. 


5. Kansas State Without kicking up a lot of dirt about it, the 
Kansas State line was one of the most effective in the nation last season, yielding 
a mere nine sacks and clearing the way for a school-record 42 rushing touch- 
downs. Three starters are back, notably tackle Thomas Barnett. 


Durell Robinson are former high school studs; TE Randy McMichael does the 
tough work. 


6. Oklahoma Depth, depth, depth. The Sooners return their top eight 
pass catchers from last season, totaling 294 receptions, 3,512 yards and 21 
touchdowns. Did we mention depth? Oklahoma gets it done without a superstar, 
although junior Antwone Savage (50 catches, 621 yards) is on the verge of 
becoming one. Question: Were last year's numbers Heupel-inflated? 


7. Florida State Coming out of the shadows of Peter Warrick and 
Marvin Minnis is Atrews Bell, who quietly caught 10 touchdown passes last fall. 
The thing here, though, is the Seminoles throw waves of receivers at poor 
defensive backs. Pick your poison with a double team, because Robert Morgan, 
Javon Walker, Anquan Boldin (if he's not playing quarterback) and others are 
likely to find paydirt as well. 


8. USC Now that veteran offensive coordinator Norm Chow is doing his 
thing in Los Angeles, maybe Kareem Kelly can become a superstar like Koren 
Robinson did under Chow's watch at North Carolina State last season. Kelly is a 
speedster supreme who is sure to up last year’s marks of 55 catches and 796 
yards. Marcell Allmond and Keary Colbert are more good options in a deep, fast, 
corps. 


9. Purdue Joe Tiller is never at a loss for receivers to plug into his 
"basketball on grass" offense, and has one of the nation’s brightest young 
receivers in long, tall John Standeford, a 6-4 sophomore who hauled in 67 
catches for 744 yards and six touchdowns. Seth Morales is a nice complement, 
and Tim Stratton is likely to catch more passes than any other tight end in the 
nation. 


10. Virginia Tech {t would have been nice to see Andre Davis 
catching long passes from Michael Vick for one more year. Now, we'll get to see 
if Grant Noel has the arm strength to reach one of the fastest guys in college 
football on a fly pattern. On the other side, Emmett Johnson is an emerging star. 


6. Tennessee The Vols were young last year, and it showed at 
times. But a year of maturity for tackles Michael Munoz and Reggie Coleman, 
plus a healthy Fred Weary at guard or center, could make this line leap froma 
question mark to the strength of the offense. But will Munoz’s bum knee even 
allow him to play this fall? 


= Sou ; Lou Holtz doesn’t have an excess of 
playmakers on offense, but ie does have four returning starters on the offensive 
line who helped grind out eight victories last season in one of the greatest 
turnarounds in college football history. Tackle Melvin Paige is the backbone of 
the unit. 


_ 8. Nebraska What's an offensive line ranking without Nebraska? No 


doubt, the Cornhuskers have holes to fill, losing center Dominic Raiola and the 
right side of the line, but when it comes to the offensive line, Nebraska doesn’t 
just reload, it overloads. Toniu Fonoti is Lindy’s top-rated guard, and he’s next to 
veteran tackle Dave Volk. Let’s just say coaches around the country would swap 
for the new guys sight unseen. 


9. Florida State The Seminoles get the benefit of the doubt, even 
ina “down” year. The projected starting five is all juniors — including marvelous 
left tackle Brett Williams — so next year we'll be back to the familiar “this is the 
best line in school history” talk that seems to burden so many Florida State 
fronts. In the meantime, guys, feel free to drive-block. 


10. The top seven linemen return, with plenty of mix-and- 
match opportunities, That versatility will be put to good use as Tyrone Willing- 
ham shuffles to find the right combination that likely will include a promotion for 
sophomore tackle Kwame Harris, a former super recruit who got his feet wet last 
season as a true freshman. Otherwise, senior guard Eric Heitmann is the best 
blocker ... for now. 
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One of the reasons we expect an Alabama comeback this 
season is that the Tide will be so tough up front on defense. Dennis Franchione 
had a great end at TCU in Aaron Schobel; in Tuscaloosa, he'll get to mix and 
match with Kenny King and Kindal Moorehead (now, he just needs them to 
avoid the injury bug that took bites out of their 2000 season). 


Jarret Johnson is the steadiest hand along the defensive front, starting games 
at end and tackle last season, making seven sacks. 


Nobody turns out get-to-the-quarterback ends 
like Florida State, and the next great one figures to be junior Alonzo Jackson, 
who will be looking to at least double the six sacks he had last season as a 
sometimes-starter. Sophomore defensive tackles Darnell Dockett and Jeff 
Womble — both returning starters — will soon be immovable up front. 


The Vols defensive line could be ranked just on the 
strength of Outland Trophy winner John Henderson and his 12 sacks, remark- 
able for an interior lineman. Edward Kendrick and Albert Haynesworth provide 
experience at the other tackle spot, while Will Overstreet makes the big plays 
from end. 


Part-time 
Tar Heel hoopster Julius Peppers — the 
nation’s best college athlete? — has an 
unmatched combination of size (6-6, 270), 
speed, strength and stats (15 sacks last 


season) among defensive ends. Ryan Sims 
and Anthony Perkins, both senior returning 
starters, hold things down inside. 


The Boilers’ defense 
could be better than their offense, and 
that’s because all four starters are back on 
the line. Led by end Akin Ayodele, the 
entire line gets after the QB in a hurry (a 
combined 23 sacks), and this could be the 
year they're tougher against the run (765 
rushing yards allowed in last three 
games). 


Alex Brown is known as 
a big-game player (note to Alex: every 
game is a big game). We'll assume he 
didn’t come back for his senior season to 
coast, and if he doesn't he'll have a chance 
to be the best end in college, although he'll 
have to get there without Gerard Warren 
helping from the inside. 


Last season, it 
was the A&M linebackers who carried the 
flag of the always-proud Aggies defense. 
The power shifts up front in 2001, with 
300-pound junior Ty Warren having All- 
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American ability and end Rocky Bernard returning from knee surgery. 


Steady and experienced, Notre Dame is looking 
for big years from its ends — Grant Irons returns from shoulder surgery to 
pair with end Anthony Weaver (eight sacks in 2000). Tackle Darrell Campbell is 
seen as having a big future, and with three years of eligibility left, has the room 
to grow into it. 


Here's the story of the Bruins’ defensive line: It’s deep, it’s 
talented, it's got a big rep ... and it’s time for the production to match all the 
hype. UCLA has had back-to-back seasons of only 21 sacks. It helps to get DE 
Kenyon Coleman back from a cartilage tear in his knee that robbed him of the 
majority of 2000. 


New Cavs coach Al Groh inherited no returning starters 
at linebacker, but George Welsh was kind enough to leave behind four line 
starters who will become the strength of the defense. It’s an all-senior cast of 
characters on the line, which will use its strength and experience to improve 
on last year’s total of 10 sacks. 


Kenny King and other members of the Alabama defensive front 
were slowed by injuries last season, but its depth and versatility 
make the Tide poised for a bounce-back year. 


1. Michigan The Michigan Mashers have it all covered, sideline to 
sideline. Each of the three starters — Victor Hobson, Eric Brackins, Larry 
Foote — are candidates for postseason honors. Foote, a returning all-Big Ten 
player, should be even better after increasing his, uh, Foote speed, in the 
spring. Altogether, the trio combined for 31 tackles for loss last season and 
will have to stay at that high level unless talented backups such as Larry 
Stevens prove to be so good that they take away playing time. 


2. Florida Steve Spurrier really liked the way his linebackers were 
playing the pass in the spring, staying disciplined and being more solid in 
zone coverage. Almost everyone is back — six of the top seven — not 
including senior Andra Davis, slated to start after missing most of last season 
with a bad knee. 


3. LSU Gerry DiNardo knew what he was getting when he signed the 
two best linebackers in Louisiana in 1999, but Bradie James and Trev Faulk 

weren't ready as true freshmen to save his job. As sophomores, they helped 
Nick Saban lead a turnaround to an 8-4 record. Can they grab an SEC West 

title as juniors? 


4. Georgia Tech The three returning starters at linebacker work 
nicely with a quality defensive line to form one of the best front sevens in the 
country. Middle linebacker Daryl Smith led the Jackets in tackles last season 
(96) as a freshman; Recardo Wimbush, a junior, is the veteran of a still- 
improving group. 


Mississi te Mario Haggan is the top bone-crusher 
in the nation, just another in a long line of snarling Bulldog defenders. Joe 
Lee Dunn’s scheme creates some unusual terminology — the official depth 
chart is a 5-1-5 formation — so Conner Stephens is as much DE as OLB. 


1. Florida The best matchup in the college football can only happen 
at a Florida practice — cornerback Lito Sheppard vs. receiver Jabar Gaffney. 
Something keeps Sheppard sharp, because nobody makes plays in the 
secondary like he does, and he’s got all of his buddies with him. The Gators 
return everyone from last season's two-deep depth chart, which was filled 
with standouts like safety Todd Johnson and other cornerbacks Bennie 
Alexander and Robert Cromartie. Expect Florida to at least equal the leaque- 
high 24 picks from last season. 


2. Miami Emotional leader Al Blades is gone, although emotion and 
attitude are things the Hurricanes always have in large supply. Strong safety 
Edward Reed (eight interceptions last season) is Lindy’s top-rated safety, and 
Mike Rumph will make a run at being the top cornerback by the end of the 
season. The Hurricanes can stake claim to having the nation’s top secondary 
... to be determined in the national title game? 


3. Texas The most appropriately named cornerback in the nation, 
Texas’ Quentin Jammer, is also one of the best. He's the show-stopper ina 
unit that ranked first nationally in pass efficiency defense (84.3 rating) and 
allowed teams to complete just over 45 percent of their passes. 


4. Oklahoma Take All-American J.T. Thatcher out of the Sooners 
secondary, and you've still got four guys who just don’t get beat very often. 
This is a team that is so confident in its defensive backs, that the nickel 
package is almost OU’s base defense. Having a 221-pound safety who hits like 
Roy Williams makes that much easier. 


5. South Carolina CB Sheldon Brown leads a secondary that 
has everybody back after being one of the most effective in college football 

last season, limiting foes to just five passing TDs while picking off 20. Willie 
Offard and Rashad Faison (if his shoulder heels from winter surgery) are big 


Whatever. We'll lump him in with Haggan here, and call the Dogs’ ‘backers 
really, really good. 


6. Florida State The athletes keep a-comin’ ... Throughout an 
impressive spring, senior Bradley Jennings showed he is ready to play a 
Starring role (his stats say the same thing: 102 tackles last season). He'll be 
joined by sophomore Kendyll Pope on one side, and a newbie on the other 
side. 


7. North Carolina State Outside ‘backer Levar Fisher, 
strong as a bull, made an astounding 166 tackles last season, 15 for loss. In 
the middle, “Thunder Dan” Dantonio Burnette is short (5-foot-10), but 
delivers a wallop, leaving precious little room for running backs to escape 
punishment. 


8. UCLA Robert Thomas is the physical model for a middle ‘backer, 
but what's harder to capture is what coach Bob Toledo calls Thomas’ cobra- 
like quickness. Ryan Nece, among others, is also tough to slither past. Still, 
the Bruins need to toughen up — back to the ways of the 1998 season. 


9. Kansas State The raves are rolling in for Terry Pierce, who 
was selected the Big 12’s top freshman defender last season in a vote of 
league coaches and did nothing in the spring to curb rising expectations. The 
Wildcats already know what they've got in senior Ben Leber — an All- 
American talent. 


10. Northwestern The last time we saw the Wildcats’ defense, 
it was getting de-pantsed by Nebraska in the Alamo Bowl. Northwestern’s 
defense should be more presentable this season, and you can’t ignore the 
numbers from the returning trio of Billy Silva, Napoleon Harris and Kevin 
Bentley (325 tackles last season). 


hitters, Andre Goodman and Kevin House are strong in coverage, and when 
safety Antione Nesmith was injured, Deandre’ Eiland stepped in as a red-hot 
freshman. 


6. Southern California With great depth, the surest thing 
in the Trojans’ secondary is Troy Polamula at strong safety. The corners are 
overloaded with speedster Darrell Rideaux, Kris Richard, Chris Cash ... and 
the return of standout Antuan Simmons, who survived a life-threatening 
abdominal tumor last year. 


7. Georgia Tim Wansley might be the best pure cover guy in the 
SEC, and safeties Jermaine Phillips and Terreal Bierria have good size and 
speed. The Bulldogs had 19 interceptions last season (six by Wansley), and 
will be counted on more this season. 


8. North Carolina The Tar Heels have good experience back 
from a unit that needs to show better hands. DeFonte Coleman and Dexter 
Reid are solid safeties, Errol Hood is a quality cover guy, and Michael Waddell 
has shown the attributes to develop into a great one. Opponents completed 
only 49 percent of their passes, and these guys broke up a ton of balls — but 
only five of them stuck. 


9. Michigan Rated only ninth in the Big Ten in pass defense a year 
ago, the Michigan secondary should be much better... if it's not, the Wolver- 
ines are in big trouble. Defense must carry the day, and the talent is in place 
to get it done with CB Todd Howard, SS Julius Curry and the return from 
injury of Cato June. 


10. Florida State Several young non-starters played key roles in 
2000, so senior safety Chris Hope isn’t alone back there, even though he’s listed 
as the only returning starter. Stanford Samuels, Malcolm Tatum, Abdual Howard 
and Rufus Brown all are high-end guys who showed plenty last season. 


coping the Nation 


By Don Borst 


Granddaddy’s Day 


Can’t beat the pageantry of the Rose Bow! ... 
and, this season, you can’t beat the stakes 


It's time for Granddaddy to take center stage. The greatest And to have an almost sure-fire national championship 
tradition, the biggest stadium, the biggest media market ... game in place of the annual Pac-10 vs. Ben Ten bash will make 
and finally, the biggest game, too. it that much more exceptional. This is one time fans of a 

The Rose Bowl really is special and different than the participating team (and those who aren't) can justify the hassle 
others. And not just the other bowl games, or bowls in the and cost of attending a bowl game: With the parade, 

Bowl Championship Series ... it’s special and different com- pageantry and general hype involved, this sucker looks 
pared to other major sporting events, period. The like the most memorable college football 
event and what surrounds it rates with ee | I>, > event/game in a generation. 
the Masters, Kentucky Derby, \) \\ o- @ Ss There is, 
and ... well, it’s a short list. \R a : ® 
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however, one problem: The traffic. 

Starting the national championship game in Pasadena at 5 
o'clock on a workday might make kickoff look like any other 
bowl game ... which is to say, half full. 

Even more valuable that week than a game ticket or 
parade grandstand seat will be a special bus pass to ensure 
getting to the game on time. 


So, who'll get to Pasadena? 
The three-month regular-season serves as a 


process of elimination, but we don’t need to wait that long to 
know we can eliminate the 54 teams that are not in one of the 
six power conferences — the computers and strength of 
schedule ratings essentially exist to weed out those smaller- 
conference teams. 

That leaves the 63 BCS teams, but each of the SEC, Pac-10 
and Big 12 and Big Ten have only about four teams (you know 
who you are) remotely capable of reaching Pasadena this 
season, and there are only two each in the ACC and Big East. 
And we'll give Notre Dame the benefit of the doubt too. 

@ If only 21 teams have any business looking in the mirror 
and saying out loud that they can smell these particular Roses, 
we must also recognize that the Pac-10 and Big Ten don’t 
have a complete, dominant team that can sweep the league ... 
and Notre Dame's tough schedule leaves the Irish as a long 
shot for any BCS bowl. 

@ So, we're down to 12 teams, and realistically, those 
Techs in Virginia and Georgia are not going to be flicking aside 
Miami and Florida State in 2001. In the SEC, the winner of the 
Florida-Tennessee game always has a big ol’ edge, and this 
year that'll be the Gators, winning in Gainesville. 

@ The Big 12 looks like it will eat its young this season, 
and Nebraska and K-State are younger than usual. Defending 
champion Oklahoma doesn’t have a championship quarter- 
back. 

®@ So, we've boiled it down to four teams — Texas, Florida, 
Miami and Florida State, and it’s important to note that as 
good as Mack Brown is at building a program, his teams 
always seem to lose at least one game they shouldn't. 

@ Down to three, and here’s where the plot thickens: The 
rebuilding Seminoles know how to win the ACC, but they 
don’t have enough to beat Miami or Florida, which will use 
those intrastate victories to get one more intrastate game. 

@ A rematch of last season's Sugar Bowl. But this time, 
played all the way across the continent. 


The biggest bowls 
Now that we have the Rose Bowl matchup settled 


— go ahead and get those non-refundable tickets, we're 
never wrong here at Lindy’s Football Annuals — the other BCS 
bowls set the dominoes in motion for the whole bowl 
framework. Here’s how we see it falling: 

After Florida and Miami go to the Rose Bowl as the No. 1 
and No. 2 teams, the Fiesta automatically has the Pac-10 and 
Big 12 champions, and the Orange automatically has ACC 
champion Florida State. 

® That leaves the Sugar to replace SEC champ Florida 
with an at-large team or the Big Ten champion (the bad news 
is that we see that as being Northwestern). That figures to be 
Tennessee because the Vols will be ranked high and would 
bring a ton of fans. Then the Sugar gets its true at-large selec- 
tion (or the Big Ten champion) — and Tennessee-Oklahoma 
makes for a terrific matchup. 

®@ The Orange Bowl, then, is left with Northwestern to 
pair up with Florida State. Sorry, Orange Bowl, maybe you'll 
get lucky and Michigan will win the Big Ten. 


2001 


+ The BCS matchups 
Rose Bowl 


Jan. 3, 2002, 8 p.m. ET 

No. 1 vs. No. 2 

Lindy’s pick: Miami vs. Florida 

Other possible candidates: Florida State, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Nebraska, Oregon, Georgia Tech. 


Fiesta Bowl 

Jan. 1, 2002, 5 p.m. ET 

Pac-10 champ vs. Big 12 champ 

Lindy’s pick: UCLA vs. Texas 

Other highly possible candidates: Oregon, 
Washington, Oregon State, Nebraska, Oklahoma. 


Sugar Bowl 

Bad 8 p.m. ET 

SEC champ vs. at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. Oklahoma 

Other highly possible candidates: Florida, 

Notre Dame, Nebraska or Texas (if a Big 12 runner-up), 
Miami or Virginia Tech, Florida State or Georgia Tech. 


orate Bowl 
Jan. 2, 8 p.m. ET 

ACC or Big East champion vs. at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Northwestern 
Other possible candidates: Georgia Tech, 
Michigan, Notre Dame, Miami or Virginia Tech. 


Experienced QB 


a key ingredient 
In the past eight seasons, nine teams have been 


declared national champions (remember, in 1997 Michigan 
and Nebraska split the title). Of those nine teams, eight had a 
veteran calling the signals and distributing the ball, with only 
Tennessee’s Tee Martin leading a team all the way to No. 1 as 
a first-year starter in 1998. 

This season, in Lindy's preseason Top 10 — presumably all 
10 have a serious shot at the national championship — eight 
have veteran quarterbacks, with the only exceptions being last 
year’s Orange Bowl combatants. 


1. Florida s Sophomore Rex Grossman shared job last year 
with NFL draftee Jesse Palmer. 


2. Miami =» Ken Dorsey proved to be a big-timer as a starter 
last season. 


3. Texas = Best QB duo in the country in Chris Simms and 
Major Applewhite. 


4. Tennessee = Casey Clausen’s emergence as frosh starter 
turned around Vols in 2000. 


5. Oklahoma s Nate Hyb! or Jason White steps in for Josh 
Heupel; 17 teammates are returning starters. 


6. Florida St. » Much uncertainty, could be youngster or 
converted WR Anquan Boldin. 


7. Nebraska » Eric Crouch is terrific when healthy, but he’s 
been beat up at times. 


8. UCLA = Cory Paus was solid last season, and looks like 
he’s ready to blossom. 


9. Georgia Tech « George Godsey must overcome knee 
injury, but if he does, Bees will buzz. 


10. Oregon = Returning starter Joey Harrington could rate at 
the top of this list. 
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Tradition required for title run 


Yes, there is unprecedented parity in college 
football these days, with seven different winners of the Pac-10 
in the past seven years, and six different Big Ten programs 
having a share of the past seven league titles, and four differ- 
ent champions in the Big 12’s five years of existence ... 

But to win a national title, you’d better have tradition that 
begets such success. In the past nine years, 10 teams have 
captured at least a share of the national championship, but 
only Florida State in 1993 and Florida in 1996 were first-time 
winners. Certainly their emergence among college football's 
elite has nothing to do with growing parity. 

The 75 quasi-official national championships (the media 
and coaches polls) dating to 1936 have been dispersed 
among just 30 programs, with Oklahoma adding to its 
gluttony last season. 

And since there are 14 one-time champions, that means 
16 programs have shared the other 61 championships among 
their little clique. Here’s the list of champions, with number of 
titles and most-recent crown: 


8 Notre Dame 1988 3 Texas 1979 
7 Oklahoma 2000 2 Florida State 1999 
7 Alabama 1992 2 Tennessee 1998 
5 Nebraska 1997 2 Michigan 1997 
5 Southern Cal 1978 2 Penn State 1986 
4 Miami 1991 2 Pittsburgh 1976 
4 Ohio State 1968 2 Michigan State 1965 
4 Minnesota 1960 2 Army 1945 


1—Florida (1996), Washington (1991), Colorado (1990), Georgia 
Tech (1990), Brigham Young (1984), Clemson (1981), Georgia 
(1980), Syracuse (1959), LSU (1958), Auburn (1957), UCLA (1954), 
Maryland (1953), Texas A&M (1939), Texas Christian (1938). 


What to do for an encore? 


Oklahoma will be trying to do what two other pairs of 
teams have done in Sooner’s history — win back-to-back 
consensus national championships. OU did it under Bud 
Wilkinson in 1955-56, and again under Barry Switzer in 1984- 
85. It has been done six other times, most recently by the 
1994-95 Nebraska Cornhuskers. 

Here’s a glance at how the national champions of the past 
10 years have fared in the following season (final AP poll) — 
none have fallen on their faces: 


1999  FloridaState 2000: Reached national title game; finished #3 

1998 Tennessee 1999: Finished #9 “=e 

1997 _ Michigan 1998: Shared Big Ten title; finished #12 
Nebraska 1998: Slumped to #19, worst since 1990 

1996 _- Florida 1997: Upended by Tennessee, but finished #4 

1995 Nebraska 1996: Won Big 12 North; finished #6 

1994 Nebraska 1995: Won national championship 

1993 FloridaState 1994: Won ACC title, finished #4 

1992 Alabama 1993: Finished #14 = 

1991 Washington 1992: Won Pac-10 title; finished #11 =a 
Miami 1992: Reached national title game; finished #3 
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Bowl mess continues 
The postseason confusion continued in the off- 
season with the two Hawaii games heading to the mainland, 
and the NCAA declaring in the spring that the Micronpc.com 
Bowl still could salvage itself this year. That means the 25 
bowls could grow to 26 in the summer. 

With at least 50 teams bowl-bound — including 38 from 
the power conferences last season (and similar number pro- 
jected for this season) the question becomes, “who ISN'T 
going to make it?” 

Well, our guess is Penn State and a bunch of other guys 
named Joe. Oops, poor choice of terms there. 


p Who'll break a long drought? 

There’s someone every year: In 1995 Northwest- 
ern went to its first bowl in 46 years, in 1996 Navy ended a 
15-year drought, in 1997 New Mexico snapped a 36-year 
hiatus, in 1998 Tulane went for the first time in 11 years, in 
1999 Oregon State ended a 34-year depression, and last 
season it was lowa State going for the first time in 22 years. 

This year, we'd like to think that Indiana or Maryland can 
break their droughts of seven and 10 years. And who knows, 
maybe even Rutgers (22) or Vanderbilt (18 years). Here are the 
current bowl and non-bowl streaks of programs from power 


conferences: 


The bowling teams Bowl? What's a bowl? 


These are the only nine 
teams (of the 63 in power 
conferences) that have not 
been to a bowl since their 
current fifth-year seniors 
joined the program: 


These are the only nine 
programs that have been to a 
bowl in each of the past five 
years — so, fifth-year seniors 
who just left the program 
went bowling every year of 
their college careers: 


22 + Rutgers 
j 18 Vanderbilt 
19 Florida State 10 Maryland 
12 Tennessee 7 Indi 
10 Florida pana 
8 Kansas State 6 Baylor 
8 Virginia Tech 6 Duke 
6 Washington 5 Kansas 
5 Wisconsin 4 California 


€ Preseason, but not classics 
The “preseason classics” are coming to an end in 


2002. The NCAA has eliminated the games beyond next 
season in favor of adding a 12th game to the regular season. 
They might as well have added the 12th game for this 
season — they basically gave everybody the choice of playing 
an extra game, anyway. Including the nine games at Hawaii and 
the six preseason games, that means 22 teams including Hawaii 
will play 12 regular-season games, and Fresno State has 13. 
And that doesn’t even include the league championship 
games in the SEC, Big 12 and MAC. The NCAA approved six 
“preseason exempt” games for the 2001 season, and another 
was given an extension into the summer to try to get itself 
together. Certainly the term “classic” cannot be applied to 
these games. 
Aug. 23 Louisville vs. New Mexico St. John Thompson Classic, Louisville, Ky. 
Aug. 25 Nebraskavs. TCU  ——_ Pigskin Classic, Lincoln, Neb. 
Aug. 25 Wisconsin vs. Virginia Eddie Robinson Classic, Madison, Wis. 
Aug. 25 Oklahoma vs. North Carolina Hispanic College Fund Classic, Norman, Okla. 
Aug. 25 Colorado vs. Fresno State —_ Jim Thorpe Classic, Boulder, Colo. 
Aug. 26 


Syracuse vs. Georgia Tech __ Kickoff Classic, East Rutherford, N.J. 
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CDN 


Pantasy Sports 


TEAM ROSTER 


Each team roster will consist of 16 schools. Each team owner will 
pick 2 schools in each of the 8 categories. Thus, each team will 
consist of 8 offensive scoring category schools and 8 defensive 
scoring category schools. 

@ An individual school can only be picked in one category per week. 

You must have 16 different schools each week. 

@ You may change any or all of your 16 schools every week. 


LEAGUE FORMATION 


Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis. 
25 teams form a league. 
@ All teams compete for the overall grand prize. 
@ Play in the same league with your friends. 
For details, call 1-888-676-2248 or visit our Internet site. 


REPORTS 


@ Reports will be available via the Internet each Sunday after 5:00 
PM Central Time. The reports will include your team summary, 
league summary and the top 100 teams overall summary. 

First unofficial Internet reports will be available September 6th. 

=) @ Mailed and faxed reports, if purchased, will be sent every Monday 

beginning September 10, 2001. 


» ENTRY DEADLINES 


@ Internet, telephone, and fax entries will be accepted until 9 PM CT 
on Friday, August 31, 2001. 

| @ Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than August 31, 2001 
and received no later than Tuesday, September 4, 2001. Entries 
with invalid postmarks and entries with valid postmarks but 
received after September 4th will be returned. 

@ Mail entries with payment to: CDM, Inc./College Football, 11756 
Borman Drive Suite 220, St. Louis, MO 63146. 


ROSTER CHANGES 


You may change any or all of your 16 schools each week. 
@ To make changes, an account number, user id and password will 

; be provided. 

Changes must be made by 11 AM CT on Saturday in order to be 
effective for the upcoming weekend's games. 

For Thursday and Friday games, the deadline for changes involving 
these schools is 30 minutes prior to the first game played that day. 
Once this deadline has passed, you will not be able to add or drop 
the schools in the early game(s) until the following week. 

@ There will be a $2.00 surcharge per team each time changes are made 
via phone, fax, mail, e-mail, or voice mail rather than via the Intemet. 


COST TO PLAY 


@ $99.95 for each entry. 
| @ $20.00 to receive weekly reports via mail or fax. 
@ There is no charge to make roster changes via the Internet. There 
} is, however, a $2 surcharge per team each time changes are 
made via phone, fax, mail, e-mail or voice mail. 


3 Ways to Earn Cash Prizes 
¢ League (Top 4 earn prizes) 

¢ Overall (Top 100 earn more cash) 

¢ Weekly (Top team for the week earns $100) 
1 in 25 will earn at least $400 
So. = |overs |), “a 


$5,000 
$1,000 


$750 
$500 
$250 
$100 
$50 


$50 Gift Certificate 


Best Team 
Overall 
Each Week 
Earns $100 


6th to 10th 
11th to 50th 
5ist to 100th 


SCORING 


Teams in each league are sorted by each team’s total points. The 
team with the highest point total will be first and the team with the 
lowest point total will be last. 

To determine overall standings, all teams in the College Football 
Challenge are sorted by each team's total points. 

Points are accumulated weekly for all 16 schools. The week begins 
with games played on Thursday and ends with games played on 
Sunday. The challenge begins with games played on September 1, 
2001, and ends with games played on December 1, 2001. 

Points from games played on August 30-31, do not count. 

@ Actual Schoo! Points Allowed is based on the final score of the 
game versus the school selected. 

@ A school's points are added to your team's point totals only during 
the weeks that school is on your team roster and only for the 
category for which the school has been selected. 

Category points by a school on your roster but not selected for that 
category do not count. 

@ Points by a school before it was on your roster do not count. 


ADDITIONAL RULES 


The College Football Challenge welcomes entries from around 
the world. All fees, however, must be paid with U.S. funds. 

@ Changes cannot be made until your team has been entered into the 
computer database. Mailed and faxed teams will be entered 
within five working days of receipt. 

Not responsible for lost, late, stolen or misdirected entries or changes. 

Our toll line is 314-991-1511. Our fax number is 314-991-1564. 


1. Team Owner Information 


LINDYS 
Name 


Team Name 
Address 
City 

Phone 


OFFENSIVE POINTS SCORED 


School #1 id School #2 


OFFENSIVE PASSING YARDS 


Schoo! #1 \d School #2 


ck the 16 schools that you think will have the best performance each weekend! 


CHALLENGE 


Enter by calling 1-888-676-2248 or via the Internet at http://collegefootball.cdmsports 
How To PLayv 


ll. Team Roster 
An individual school can only be picked once per week. Feel free to enlarge or use a separate piece of paper 


8 SCORING CATEGORIES 


OFFENSIVE POINTS 

Actual School Points Scored (per pt. scored by school) 
Offensive Passing Yards (1 pt. for every 10 yds.) 
Offensive Rushing Yards (1 pt. for every 10 yds. 

Total Offensive Yards (1 pt. for every 20 yds.) ... 


DEFENSIVE POINTS 

Actual School Points Allowed... 
Def. Passing Yds. Allowed .... 
Def. Rushing Yds. Allowed 
Total Def. Yds. Allowed 


1 Point 
0.10 Point 
10 Point 
0.05 Point 


(30 - Pts. Allowed) x 2.0 
.(300 - Pass Yds Allowed) x 0.3 
(200 - Pass Yds Allowed) x 0.3 
(400 - Total Yds Allowed) x 0.3 


Each team owner will pick 2 schools in each of the 8 categories. 
Thus, each team will consist of 8 offensive scoring category 
schools and 8 defensive scoring category schools. 


An individual school can only be picked once per week. 


ID NAME ID NAME ID NAME 

1 AIR FORCE 28 KANSAS ST. 55 RUTGERS 

2 ALABAMA 29 KENTUCKY 56 SAN DIEGO ST. 
3 ARIZONA 30 LOUISVILLE 57 SOUTH CAROLINA 
4 ARIZONA ST. 31 LSU 58 SOUTHERN CAL 
5 ARKANSAS 32 MARYLAND 59 SOUTHERN MISS 
6 ARMY 33 MEMPHIS 60 STANFORD 

7 AUBURN 34 MIAMI-FLORIDA 61 SYRACUSE 

8 BAYLOR 35 MICHIGAN 62 TEMPLE 

9 BOSTON COLLEGE 36 MICHIGAN ST. 63 TENNESSEE 

10 BRIGHAM YOUNG 37 MINNESOTA 64 TEXAS 

11 CALIFORNIA 38 MISSISSIPPI 65 TEXAS A&M 

12 CINCINNATI 39 MISSISSIPPI ST. 66 TEXAS TECH 

13 CLEMSON 40 MISSOURI 67 TULANE 

14 COLORADO 41 NEBRASKA 68 UAB 

15 COLORADO ST. 42 NEW MEXICO 69 UCLA 

16 DUKE 43 NO.CAROLINAST, 70 UNLV 

17 EAST CAROLINA 44 NORTH CAROLINA 71 UTAH 

18 FLORIDA 45 NORTHWESTERN 72 VANDERBILT 

19 FLORIDA ST, 46 NOTRE DAME 73 VIRGINIA 

20 GEORGIA 47 OHIO ST. 74 VIRGINIA TECH 
21 GEORGIA TECH 48 OKLAHOMA 75 WAKE FOREST 
22 HOUSTON 49 OKLAHOMA ST. 76 WASHINGTON 
23 ILLINOIS 50 OREGON 77 WASHINGTON ST. 
24 INDIANA 51 OREGON ST. 78 WEST VIRGINIA 
25 IOWA 52 PENN ST. 79 WISCONSIN 

26 IOWA ST. 53 PITTSBURGH 80 WYOMING 

27 KANSAS 54 PURDUE 


DEFENSIVE POINTS ALLOWED 
d School #1 Id School #2 


DEFENSIVE PASSING YARDS ALLOWED 
Schoo! #1 Ig School #2 


Email Address 


MCIVISA/DISC 
"| First College Football Challenge Entry 


OFFENSIVE RUSHING YARDS 


Ex 
P School #1 \d 


$99.95 


School #2 


DEFENSIVE RUSHING YARDS ALLOWED 
Schoo! #1 id School #2 


Additional Entries Qty __ x $99.95 = 
Weekly Rpts GMail Fax Qty __x$20.00= 
TOTAL PAYMENT 

Have you played a CDM Challenge before? 


— NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 
asierle . 


OFFENSIVE TOTAL YARDS 


any way with the NCAA. 


DEFENSIVE TOTAL YARDS ALLOWED 
School #1 LU School #2 


Streaking sad 


Here are programs that 
need a win so badly they can 
taste it. It tastes just like the 
dust left by the teams run- 
ning away from them lately. 

The losing streaks: 


Streaking happy 


These teams have not 
experienced defeat in quite a 
while. Oklahoma, incidental- 
ly, will be at least 20 months 
between losses, since its last 
defeat was to Mississippi in 


past 20 years. 


The coaching changes 
On the flipside, more head coaching jobs 
underwent change after last season than at any time in the 


The 25 openings were created when 17 guys were 
dumped, three retired, and five left for better jobs. They were 
filled by 17 assistant coaches, seven who left other head 
coaching jobs — including one from the NFL (Al Groh) and 


IN 
Dennis Franchione 


John Mackovic 
Dirk Koetter 
Dan Hawkins 
Urban Meyer 


the Independence Bowl on 12 Duke pom ‘ 
New Year's Eve 1999. 8 Baylor one from Division I-AA (Jim Tressel) — and one former NFL 
The winning streaks: 8 Kentucky coach who left the unemployment rolls (USC’s Pete Carroll). 
12 Oklahoma 8 Louisiana-Monroe 
10 Miami 8 Wyoming TEAM ouT 
8 Washington 5 Arizona Alabama Mike DuBose 
7 Oregon State 5 Kent State Arizona Dick Tomey 
7 Boise State 5 Memphis Arizona State Bruce Snyder 
baa 4 Seven teams tied Boise State Dirk Koetter 
Bowling Green Gary Blackney 
2: Four teams ted Buffalo Craig Cirbus 


The Millionaires Club 


Athletic directors got busy after \ 
last season. They were busy with their scythes 
lopping off coaches’ head's, or busy with their 
pens signing their own coaches to lucrative 
extensions or breaking the bank to sign a new 
one. It’s gotten to the point in college football 
that becoming a head coach in a major 
program is a rich-man poor-man proposition 
... they make you rich when they give you the 
job, then turn you into the poor guy who got 
fired too soon. 

On one side of it, more coaches are 
making more money than previously had 
been imaginable in the profession. At least 
18 coaches will be paid at least $1 million to 
coach their programs this season. Another 
handful are within a spitwad of seven figures. 

Just a couple of years ago, that number 
was limited to Florida's Steve Spurrier and 
Florida State’s Bobby Bowden, but now 
nearly one-third of coaches in the 63 big- 
time programs (BCS conferences and Notre 
Dame) are in the club. Is that good or bad? 
Well, good for the coaches ... and for the 
people trying to establish player unions, who 
are well aware that $1 million is very close to a 
typical budget for the scholarships for all 85 players 


on the team. BYU 

Here’s the Millionaire’s Club for 2001: Georgia 
Coach School Salary Kentucky 
Steve Spurrier Florida $2.1M Maryland 
Bobby Bowden Florida St. $1.5M M hi 

Barry Alvarez Wisconsin $1.5M ENE 
Mack Brown Texas $1.45M Miami ; 

Bob Stoops Oklahoma $1.4M Missouri 

Phil Fulmer Tennessee $1.3M North Carolina 
Tommy Bowden Clemson $1.2M Ohio State 
Nick Saban Lsu $1.2M Ohio University 
Tommy Tuberville Auburn $1.2M Oklahoma State 
Pete Carroll USC $1.2M Rutgers 
Dennis Franchione Alabama $1.1M San Jose State 
George O'Leary Ga. Tech $1.1M Toledo 

Lou Holtz South Carolina $1.05M Tcu 

Frank Beamer Va. Tech $1.025M 

Dennis Erickson Oregon St. $1M usc . 

Rick Neuheisel Washington $1M Virginia 

R.C. Slocum Texas A&M $1M Wake Forest 
Bill Snyder Kansas St. $1M West Virginia 


LaVell Edwards 
Jim Donnan 

Hal Mumme 

Ron Vanderlinden 
Rip Scherer 

Butch Davis 

Larry Smith 

Carl Torbush 

John Cooper 

Jim Grobe 

Bob Simmons 
Terry Shea 

Dave Baldwin 
Gary Pinkel 
Dennis Franchione 
Paul Hackett 
George Welsh 
Jim Caldwell 

Don Nehlen 


Jim Hofher 


Gary Crowton 
Mark Richt 
Guy Morriss 
Ralph Friedgen 
Tommy West 
Larry Coker 
Gary Pinkel 
John Bunting 
Jim Tressel 
Brian Knorr 
Les Miles 
Greg Schiano 
Fitz Hill 

Tom Amstutz 
Gary Patterson 
Pete Carroll 

Al Groh 

Jim Grobe 

Rich Rodriguez 
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Gl PLEASE CHARGE: © VISA 4 MASTER CARD © DISCOVER C1) AMERICAN EXPRESS 
ACCOUNT # EXP. 


SIGNATURE 


The good news for the profession is that these Oregon State running back Ken Simonton can 


Kansas Terry Allen 18-27, 4 years 


things tend to go in cycles, and we could see this coming achieve a level of consistency only four players in major- 

since only 14 changes were made after the 1999 season. college football have attained: Rushing for 1,000 yards or 
Next season figures to be another regrouping year for the more in each of his four seasons of college football. He's 

athletic directors. After all, more than half of the Division I-A increased his total in each of his three years, with 1,028, 

coaches (63 of 117) have had no more than two years on the 1,486 and 1,559, and needs 1,524 to reach the top five in 

job, and a few of the others have to be at least somewhat NCAA history (5,597 yards), trailing only four Heisman Trophy 

satisfied ... don’t they? winners. Also, he needs just six TDs to reach that top five — 
Lindy’s editors gave a 1-5 point subjective “hotseat” 24 TDs to break Miami of Ohio’s“Touchdown Travis” Prentice’s 

rating to each coach, noting that 84 coaches should feel safe career record of 74. 

or very safe (unless they break rules or the like) at least until Here’s the quad-grand runners (with Simonton needing 

the beginning of the 2002 season. That leaves 21 falling into 1,000 yards to join the club), and where they fit on the NCAA 

the “never know” category, with nine “better show improve- Division I-A career rushing list: 

ment now” ... and only three heading into the season very 

much on the hotseat. Rk __ Player Team Years Yards TD 
Hey, it’s not like it’s news to them =z each is in his fifth 1. Ron Dayne Wisconsin 1996-99 6,397 43 

season looking to make a run at something resembling a Biman Dorcatt Pittsburah 1973-76 6279 43 

meee ose 16. _Denvis Manns New Mexico State _ 1995-98 4,692 23 

Fayoia __Tom Holmoe —_ 13. sueais_ 27. Amos Lawrence _ North Carolina 1977-80 4,391 28 

ern eR 44. Ken Simonton Oregon State 1998- 4,073 51 


Especially lousy changes 


A couple of these guys “resigned,” but it’s fair to 
say that it wasn’t really their idea. They weren't involved in 
scandals, they weren’t known as jerks (OK, Larry Smith had his 
moments, but everyone knew he was well-meaning), and they 
are good for college football — especially Tomey, Cirbus and 
Simmons. 

This isn’t to say that change wasn’t the best course of 
action for the athletic director, but we'd be disappointed if the 
A.D. didn’t lose a few nights’ sleep. 


Arizona Dick Tomey (95-64-4, 14 yrs) 
No scandals, but no Rose Bowls, either. 


Arizona State Bruce Snyder (59-45, 9 yrs) 


Couldn't duplicate 1996 near-national title season. 
Bowling Green Gary Blackney (60-50-2, 10 yrs) 


Things had turned sour, but it's Bowling Green! 
Buffalo Craig Cirbus (19-47, 6 yrs) 


Two years offers no chance for serious transition to Div. I-A. 
Missouri Larry Smith (33-46-1, 7 yrs) 
Expectations are always too high at Mizzou. 

North Carolina Carl Torbush (17-18, 3 yrs) 


His biggest sin was that he wasn’t Mack Brown. Ken Simonton 
Oklahoma State Bob Simmons (30-38, 6 yrs) 


Could have had pick of jobs before Stoops got to OU. Still chasing the Bear 
Wake Forest Jim Caldwell (26-63, 8 yrs) : 
He finally got Demons to a bowl game in 1999. It was almost as though Bear Bryant was coaching 


against Joe Paterno last season when the venerable Penn State 


° coach was about to pass Bryant as the coach with the most 
g Especially good fits major-college victories ever. 
: At this time last year, JoePa needed only six triumphs to 
Everybody loves their new coach — always reach Bryant's record of 323, but he wound up with five. But 


happens, always will (except maybe at Southern California, just as it has become a foregone conclusion that Paterno will 


which has changed every 4-5 years for two decades). But pass Bryant, so has it become clear that Florida State’s Bobby 
three of these jobs seemed to hit a home run: They got just Bowden will pass Paterno. 


the right guy, who looks like an idyllic match for the program, 


PHOTO BY STEPHEN DUNN/AUSPORT 


university and even the region. Check out the winning percentages among the three big ‘uns: 
NO. NAME YEARS W-L-T PCT. 
BYU Gary Crowton (from Chicago) : 1. Bear Bryant 1945-82 323-85-17 _.780 
Former Cougar staffhand knows a thing or two about passing. : ree ree 736 
Rutgers Greg Schiano (assistant at Miami) robe foe isteelict - a. : 
Great recruiter is more of a Jersey guy than Tony Soprano. 3. Pop Warner 1895-1938 319-106-32 733 
Virginia Al Groh (from NY Jets) 4. Bobby Bowden 1959-62, 70- 315-87-4 781 


A dream match for an NFL head coach and his school. 


4) 


Amos Alonzo Stagg 1890-1946 314-199-35 .605 
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HEISMAN 
TROPHY 


Outstanding Player 

Downtown Athletic Club of New York 
1. Damien Anderson, rb, Northwestern 
2. Woody Danizler, qb, Clemson 

3. Ken Dorsey, qb, Miami 

4. Antwaan Randle El, wr-qb-pr, Indiana 
5. Ken Simonton, rb, Oregon State 

6. Chris Simms, qb, Texas 

7. Eric Crouch, qb, Nebraska 

8. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

9. Rocky Calmus, Ib, Oklahoma 

10. Jason Thomas, qb, UNLV 


2000 winner: Chris Weinke, qb, Florida State 


BRONKO 
NAGURSKI 
AWARD 


Outstanding Defensive Player 
Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 

1. Rocky Calmus, lb, Oklahoma 

2. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

3. Julius Peppers, de, North Carolina 

4. Kalimba Edwards, Ib, South Carolina 
5. Lito Sheppard, db, Florida 


2000 winner: Dan Morgan, Ib, Miami 


OUTLAND 
TROPHY 


Interior Lineman 

Football Writers Assn of America 

1. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

2. Bryant McKinnie, ot, Miami 

3. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

4. Toniu Fonoti, og, Nebraska 

5. Larry Tripplett, dt, Washington 

2000 winner: John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 


| LOMBARDI 
AWARD 


Lineman/Linebacker 
Rotary Club of Houston 


1. Julius Peppers, de, North Carolina 
2. John Henderson, dt, Tennessee 

3. Rocky Calmus, Ib, Oklahoma 

4. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

5. Toniu Fonoti, og, Nebraska 


2000 winner: Jamal Reynolds, de, Florida St. 
DAVEY 
O’BRIEN 
AWARD 


Quarterback 
Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 
1. Woody Danizler, Clemson 


2. Ken Dorsey, Miami 

3. Joey Harrington, Oregon 

4. Zak Kustok, Northwestern 

5. Chris Simms, Texas 

2000 winner: Chris Weinke, Florida State 


DOAK 
WALKER 
AWARD 


Running back 

GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 

1. Damien Anderson, Northwestern 

2. Ken Simonton, Oregon State 

3. DeShaun Foster, UCLA 

4. Lee Suggs, Virginia Tech 

5. T.J. Duckett, Michigan State 

2000 winner: LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 


FRED 
BILETNIKOFF 
AWARD 


Wide receiver 

Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 
1. Antonio Bryant, Pittsburgh 

2. Jabar Gaffney, Florida 

3. Andre Davis, Virginia Tech 

4. Ron Johnson, Minnesota 

5. Josh Reed, LSU 


2000 winner: Antonio Bryant, Pittsburgh 


BUTKUS 
AWARD 


Linebacker 

Downtown Athletic Club of Orlando 
1. Rocky Calmus, Oklahoma 

2. Mario Haggan, Mississippi State 
3. Jashon Sykes, Colorado 

4. Trev Faulk, LSU 

5. Saleem Rasheed, Alabama 


2000 winner: Dan Morgan, Miami 


IM 
HORPE 
AWARD 


Defensive back 

Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 

1. Quentin Jammer, cb, Texas 

2. Lito Sheppard, cb, Florida 

3. Pig Prather, s, Mississippi State 

4. Edward Reed, s, Miami 

5. Dennis Weathersby, cb, Oregon State 
2000 winner: Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 


CALL 


AL MOSS 
SPORTS 
SERVICE 


FOR 
WINNING 
FOOTBALL 
SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 
Knowledgeable 


We've beat the game all 9 
years we've been open! 


(and that’s the truth) 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 


First week of the season 
free to new callers 
(other discount packages 
are available) 


You must win 
(53%), or your 
subscription 
fee will be 
refunded entirely! 


Call 
AL MOSS 


(800) 711-8800 


After 9 a.m. 
(Pacific Time) 
For more information 
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co M P U TER 


COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM e- PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
COMPUTER GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn’t like the way last season went? 
Would you like to take on FSU and Oklahoma? 

Or, how about ‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 
USC or even ‘24 Notre Dame with the “Four Horsemen”. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just that and 
much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of OVER 800 total 
teams. Both College & Pro. Virtually every one of the 
I-A and I-AA teams from 2000 are included 
as well as the Pro teams from last year. The WFL, WLAF 
and USFL teams are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams of all time are there, too. 
‘63 Navy, ‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, “45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. computer or computer 
vs. computer. It has an end of game scoring summary, full 
team and individual player stat breakdowns. Stats 
compiler, Standings and League Leaders, you can draft, 
trade or input your own players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team to victory you'll be 
amazed at how realistic your QB’s, running backs, 
receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also included. The entire 
2000 college or Pro schedules can be played by hitting a 
few keystrokes. And if over 800 college and Pro teams 
still isn’t enough, there are many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE SEASONS DISKS 
1956-1999 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 
ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 


You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 


For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


Visit our Web Site at www.lhgames.com 
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. Antwaan Randle El 


THE 2002 NFL DRAFT 
Here’s our annual look to the future ... 2001 
college players with the brightest NFL futures 
heading into the 2002 NFL Draft 


PLAYER 

John Henderson 
Julius Peppers* 
Bryant McKinnie 
Kalimba Edwards 
Lito Sheppard* 
Larry Tripplett 
Mike Pearson* 
Jabar Gaffney 
Wendell Bryant 
Antonio Bryant* 


. Jashon Sykes 
. Chris Simms* 
. Quentin Jammer 


Kelly Campbell 


. Alex Brown 


DeShaun Foster 


. Andre Davis 
. Cedric Cobbs* 
. JJ. Duckett 


Mario Haggan 
Greg Gathers* 
Ron Johnson 

Rocky Calmus 


. Joey Harrington 


Levar Fisher 
Ken Dorsey* 
Lee Suggs* 


. Jason Thomas* 
. Saleem Rasheed* 


Edward Reed 


. James Allen 
. Toniu Fonoti* 
. Joaquin Gonzalez 


Ben Leber 
Kurt Kittner 


. Terrence Metcalf 


Maurice Morris 
Brett Williams” 
Robert Thomas 
Mike Rumph 

Dennis Weathersby* 
WR-KR 
Mike Williams 
Kendall Simmons 
Melvin Paige 
Damien Anderson 
Robert Royal 

Pig Prather 
Napoleon Harris 


TEAM 


Tennessee 
North Carolina 
Miami 

South Carolina 
Florida 
Washington 
Florida 

Florida 
Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh 
Colorado 
Texas 

Texas 

Georgia Tech 
Florida 

UCLA 

Virginia Tech 
Arkansas 
Michigan State 
Mississippi State 
Georgia Tech 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 

N.C. State 
Miami 

Virginia Tech 
UNLV 
Alabama 
Miami 

Oregon State 
Nebraska 
Miami 

Kansas State 
Illinois 

Ole Miss 
Oregon 
Florida State 
UCLA 

Miami 

Oregon State 
Indiana 

Texas 

Auburn 

South Carolina 
Northwestern 
LSU 
Mississippi State 
Northwestern 


P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
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Brian Poli-Dixon UCLA 


“Underclassmen 


2001 


New Orleans Bowl 
New Orleans (Superdome) 


GMAC Mobile Alabama 
Mobile, Ala. (Ladd Peebles Stadium) 


Las Vegas 
Las Vegas (Sam Boyd Stadium) 


Mainstay/Independence 
Shreveport, La. (Independence) 


Galleryfurniture.com 
Houston (Reliant Astrodome) 


Music City 
Nashville, Tenn. (Adelphia Coliseum) 


Culligan Holiday 
San Diego (Qualcomm Stadium) 


Crucial.com Humanitarian 
Boise, Idaho (Bronco Stadium) 


Motor City 
Detroit (Silverdome) 


Sylvania Alamo 
San Antonio (Alamodome) 


Insight.com 
Phoenix (Bank One Ballpark) 


San Francisco Jeep 
San Francisco (PacBell Park) 


Wells Fargo Sun 
El Paso, Texas (Sun Bowl) 


AXA/Equitable Liberty 
Memphis, Tenn. (Liberty Bowl) 


Chick-Fil-A Peach 
Atlanta (Georgia Dome) 


Silicon Valley Classic 
San Jose, Calif. (Spartan Stadium) 


Southwestern Bell Cotton 
Dallas (Cotton Bowl) 


Outback 
Tampa (Raymond James Stadium) 


Toyota Gator 
Jacksonville (Alltell Stadium) 


Capital One/Florida Citrus 
Orlando (Citrus Bowl) 


Tostitos Fiesta Bowl 
Tempe, Ariz. (Sun Devil Stadium) 


Nokia Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans (Superdome) 


Jeep Seaitle 
Seattle (Safeco Field) 


FedEx Orange Bowl 
Miami (Pro Player) 


Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. (Rose Bowl) 


Dec. 18, 7 p.m. ET 
Sun Belt #1 vs. MWC #3 


Dec. 19, 8 p.m. ET 
C-USA #2 vs. MAC #1-2 


Dec. 20, 8 p.m. ET 
MWC #2 vs. Open 


Dec. 27, 8 p.m. ET 
SEC #6 vs. Big 12 #6 


Dec. 28, TBD 
C-USA #3 vs. Big 12 #7 


Dec. 28, 5 p.m. ET 
SEC #7 vs. Big East #4 


Dec. 28, 8:30 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 


Dec. 28 or Dec. 31 
WAC #2 vs. Open 


Dec. 29, noon 
MAC #1-2 vs. C-USA #4 


Dec. 29, 2:30 p.m. ET 
Big Ten #4 vs. Big 12 #4 


Dec. 29, 5 p.m. ET 
Big East #3 vs. Big 12 #5 


Dec. 30, 5 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #4-5 vs. Big East #5 


Dec. 31, 2 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 


Dec. 31, 4 p.m. ET 
C-USA champ vs. MWC champ 


Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. ET 
ACC #3 vs. SEC #5 


Dec. 31, TBA 
WAC ere vs. Open 


Jan. 1, 
SEC Wa Ve 8 12 #2 


Jan. 1, 
SEC #3. ee Big Ten #3 


Jan. 1, 12:30 p.m. ET 
Big East #2 ve ACC #2 


Jan. 1, 1 p.m. ET 
SEC #2 vs. Big Ten #2 


Jan. 1, 5 p.m. ET 
Big 12 champ vs. Pac-10 champ 


Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. ET 
SEC champ vs. BCS open 


Jan. 2, 5 p.m. ET 
Pac-10 #4-5 vs. ACC #4 


Jan. 2, 8:30 p.m. ET 
ACC or Big East champ vs. BCS open 


Jan. 3, 8 p.m. ET 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 


Last year: 2001 is first year 
Lindy's pick: Middle Tennessee vs. UNLV 


Last year: Southern Miss 28, TCU 21 
Lindy's pick: East Carolina vs. Marshall 


Last year: UNLV 31, Arkansas 14 
Lindy's pick: BYU vs. Southern Cal 


Last year: Miss. St. 43, Texas A&M 41 
Lindy's pick: Arkansas vs. Texas Tech 


Last year: East Carolina 40, Texas Tech 27 
Lindy's pick: Southern Miss vs. Ole Miss 


Last year: West Virginia 49, Ole Miss 38 
Lindy's pick: South Carolina vs. Pittsburgh 


Last year: Oregon 35, Texas 30 
Lindy's pick: Washington vs. Kansas State 


Last year: Boise State 38, UTEP 23 
Lindy's pick: Rice vs. Washington State 


Last year: Marshall 25, Cincinnati 14 
Lindy's pick: Toledo vs. Cincinnati 


Last year: Nebraska 66, Northwestern 17 
Lindy's pick: Ohio State vs. Texas A&M 


Last year: lowa State 37, Pittsburgh 29 
Lindy's pick: Virginia Tech vs. Colorado 


Last year: Boston College 31, Arizona St. 17 
Lindy's pick: Stanford vs. Syracuse 


Last year: Wisconsin 21, UCLA 20 
Lindy's pick: Oregon vs. Purdue 


Last year: Colorado State 22, Louisville 17 
Lindy's pick: Louisville vs. Colorado State 


Last year: LSU 28, Georgia Tech 14 
Lindy's pick: Clemson vs. Mississippi St. 


Last year: Air Force 37, Fresno State 34 
Lindy's pick: Fresno State vs. Illinois 


Last year: Kansas State 35, Tennessee 21 
Lindy's pick: LSU vs. Nebraska 


Last year: South Carolina 24, Ohio State 7 
Lindy's pick: Georgia vs. Wisconsin 


Last year: Virginia Tech 41, Clemson 20 
Lindy's pick: Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech 


Last year: Michigan 31, Auburn 28 
Lindy's pick: Alabama vs. Michigan 


Last year: Oregon State 41, Notre Dame 9 
Lindy's pick: Texas vs. UCLA 


Last year: Miami 37, Florida 20 
Lindy's pick: Tennessee vs. Oklahoma 


Last year: Georgia 37, Virginia 14 
Lindy's pick: Oregon State vs. N.C. State 


Last year: Oklahoma13, Florida State 2 
Lindy's pick: Florida State vs. Northwestern 


Last year: Washington 34, Purdue 24 
Lindy's pick: Florida vs. Miami 


Notes: Notre Dame is included as part of Big East bowl pool (other than the league's BCS spot) * SEC order of picks are arranged by geography and 
other factors, not strictly by picking order * Most bowls have options with conferences beyond strict order of standings * The Micronpc.com Bowl is 


2001 


not included; it went into the summer still trying to gain NCAA certification. 
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coach for just a couple of hours — long enough for the nation 

to raise its collective eyebrow and ask, “Jim Tressel? Who's 
Jim Tressel?” — when he went recruiting. 

These weren't prospective players Tressel was wooing, but 
a capacity crowd attending OSU's Big Ten basketball game with 
Indiana ... and the statewide television audience tuned in to hear 
his first words to the populace upon becoming the surprise 
choice to succeed John Cooper. 

Poised, confident and apparently at ease in front of 18,500 
scarlet-and-gray loyalists at halftime of the game, Tressel 
absorbed what might well be his only boo-free ovation ever in 
Columbus. 

He played the hushed Value City Arena audience like a 
Stradivarius. 

“I can assure you that you'll be proud of our young people in 
the classroom, in the community and, most especially, in 310 
days in Ann Arbor, Michi ...” 

Thunderous applause drowned whatever else Tressel wanted 
to say, for no message is more melodious to Ohio State fans than 
ill-intentioned plans for their archrival. 

Of course, it’s one thing to promise success and quite 
another to deliver on such guarantees, as Tressel knows all too 
well when reminded of his debut address and the raves it 
received. 

“Now all we have to do,” he says, “is make a first down,” 

That awareness of the necessity to both say and do the right 
things to quicken the heartbeat of OSU's fans and administration 
allowed the 48-year-old Tressel to come from back in the pack 
and emerge as the heir to a legacy that includes Paul Brown and 
Woody Hayes. 

Ohio State flirted with Oklahoma's Bob Stoops and the Oak- 
land Raiders’ Jon Gruden. 

It made a run at Oregon's Mike Bellotti and Stanford's Tyrone 
Willingham. 

It considered Minnesota's Glen Mason, longtime OSU assis- 
tant Fred Pagac, and even former Buckeyes’ All-American Chris 
Spielman. 

But it hired Tressel, a guy who has never been a head coach 
above the Division I-AA level after winning four national champi- 
onships and going 135-57-2 in 15 seasons at Youngstown State. 

OSU president William Kirwan and athletic director Andy 
Geiger chose Tressel from a field that took them nearly three weeks 
to narrow after they fired Cooper following the Buckeyes’ 24-7 loss 
to 17-point underdog South Carolina in the Outback Bowl. 

That defeat lowered Cooper to 3-8 in bowls and combined 
with his 2-1 1-1 record against Michigan to make the 13-year 
Buckeyes coach 5-19-1 in the two games OSU uses to gauge its 
success, 

That isn't what got Cooper canned, as much as what Geiger 
labeled “an absence of discipline or self-discipline, in terms of the 
behavior of players on and off the football field and a concern 
about competitiveness and competitive spirit in the program.” 

Tressel charmed Ohio State's brass with a no-nonsense repu- 
tation about such shenanigans and his big-picture awareness 
from serving as both Youngstown State’s football coach and ath- 
letic director. 

But what really sold both Geiger and Kirwan was Tressel’s 
missionary zeal for conducting a football program with the same 
in-house attitude as bedtime at The Waltons. 

“This is better than winning the Ohio Lottery, because when 
you win the Ohio Lottery, all you get is money,” Tressel said. 


Je Tressel had been on the job as Ohio State’s head football 
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“| get a whole new family. | get a whole new challenge. | get a 
whole new opportunity to impact positively — if] do it right —a 
whole new population.” 

Tressel so frequently equates football with family values and 
so regularly links winning with self-sacrifice that he sometimes 
sounds more like a candidate than a coach. 

Just listen to this from his debut press conference: 

“When you're at a place like Ohio State that’s so visible as an 
outstanding institution and so visible as an outstanding football 
program, it gives even more responsibility — not just to this 
state, but to the country and the world.” 

The world? Corny though that sentiment might sound, it 
formed the foundation for Tressel’s program at Youngstown 
State, one he began building after spending three seasons as 
Ohio State’s quarterback coach under Earle Bruce from 1983 to 
‘85. 

The offensive line coach on that staff was Mason, who many 
thought would realize his career-long, oft-stated dream to coach 
the Buckeyes after leading Minnesota to a 29-17 win over then- 
No. 6 OSU at Ohio Stadium last season. 

“| think Tressel brings a lot to the table,” said Bruce, now a 
radio analyst for the Ohio State games. “I have to say |'m a little 
disappointed for Glen. Who earned the job more than Glen 
Mason?” 

The Tressel-Mason dynamic introduces an interesting ele- 
ment to Ohio State's trip to the Metrodome on Nov. 3. For his 
part, Mason says, “Jim Tressel’s a good coach —| wish him all 
the luck in the world. That’s my school. I hope they win every 
game except one — the game they play against us every year.” 

Tressel’s biggest concern right now isn’t the Gophers, nor is it 
away games at UCLA, Penn State, Michigan State or Michigan. 

It’s the Buckeyes’ Sept. 8 opener against Akron, which used 
to be his chief rival at Youngstown State. 

Getting off to anything other than a rousing start would feed 
the notion that Ohio State settled for a small-time coach with ide- 
alized views that worked wonders on a lower level, but won't cut 
it in Division I-A. 

Cooper, after all, was carried off the field and lauded after his 
first game at Ohio State in 1988, only to be heckled mercilessly 
the following week when the Buckeyes lost at Pittsburgh. 

But if the fickle nature of OSU's fans scares him, Tressel’s fear 
isn't showing. 

“| understand there are going to be moments that aren't 
comfortable,” he said. “We were the kings of Youngstown, just 
like anyone is the king of Huntington when they win at Marshall, 
or the king of Ann Arbor when you win at Michigan or the king of 
Columbus when you win at Ohio State. 

“But if your self-worth is based on what people think about 
you, then you're going to struggle.” 

Geiger takes the same view of critics who point to his hiring 
of Mark Duffner at Maryland in 1992 as proof the Ohio State AD 
didn't learn his lesson about elevating head coaches from Divi- 
sion I-AA, 

Duffner was 60-5-1 in six seasons at Holy Cross and won 
National Coach of the Year honors three times. 

Duffner’s struggles at Maryland helped plunge the athletic 
department further into debt, a scenario OSU cannot afford given 
the $1.9 million buyout it paid Cooper and the $1 million it paid 
last year to cover an operating deficit at its four-year-old basket- 
ball arena. 

“Measure the man, not the level, necessarily,” Geiger said. “I 
don’t think the game is that different in concept. His total pro- 
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BY BRUCE HOOLEY 


gram at Youngstown State was very, very impressive and exactly 
the type of thing we want to apply here.” 

Ohio State isn’t the first school that tried to lure Tressel out of 
Youngstown. 

Miami was set to hire him in 1995 when Dennis Erickson left 
for the Seattle Seahawks, believing Tressel’s disciplined approach 
was just the tonic for a program torn by a Pell Grant scandal and 
impending NCAA sanctions. 

Tressel pulled out of the running at the last minute because of 
a family situation and was set to finish his career in Youngstown, 
where he won the last of his national championships in 1997. 

The Penguins finished second in the nation in 1999 and were 
eliminated in the first round of the I-AA playoffs last season, fin- 
ishing 9-3. 

Hmmm ... 9-3 ... Bruce posted six straight seasons with that 
record, and was eventually run out of town. In Cooper's last six 
seasons, the Buckeyes averaged 9.5 victories. 

Cooper, however was unable to direct OSU to its first 
national championship since 1968 because of his woeful record 
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against Michigan. The Buckeyes lost conference championships 
or Rose Bowl berths directly because of losses to the Wolverines 
in 1989, 1993, 1995 and 1997. 

Growing up an Ohio State fan in Berea, a suburb of Cleve- 
land, and having coached for three years at OSU in the early ‘80s, 
Tressel knows the high expectations that await him in his new 
job. 

“Something we've said to our players for 15 years, and we'll 
say it here, is: ‘You get as your work deserves,” Tressel said. 
“We are going to have to work for everything. We are going to 
have to understand that. 

“There will be moments when we do things well and that will 
be recognized. There also will be moments when we don’t do 
things well and that too will be recognized. 

“Whatever it is we deserve, that is probably what is going to 
happen — whether that is comfortable or not. It would be pre- 
sumptuous to say there’s not going to be pressure. But we're all 
trained for something. I'm looking forward to seeing how good 
my training is.” 
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Wilf Bartholomew 


BY BILL SORRELL 


Seldom has a dare made Will Bartholomew think he’s in over 
his head. 

When challenged by his family to jump into an icy swimming 
pool while it was snowing, Bartholomew took the plunge. 

“| realized | had gained weight when the diving board 
snapped in half. (The board was frozen). | did a back buster. They 
made fun of me,” said Bartholomew. “I'm pretty terrible.” 

Bartholomew likes to beat the odds. “I have a motto: ‘Always 
do what you're afraid of.’ Not in the stupid sense. Don’t go throw 
yourself off a 200-foot (tall) building. But if it strikes fear in you, 
try to do it.” 

Before Bartholomew, a senior fullback and one of five team 
captains, became one of Tennessee’s most versatile offensive 
threats, he faced a broken ankle and second string. Both were 
new experiences. 

He had been the Tennessee Class AAA Athlete of the Year in 
1997 and was All-State in football, wrestling and track. 

After recovering from the ankle injury his freshman season, 
he had to battle Shawn Bryson, now the Buffalo Bills’ starting tail- 
back, at fullback. “He became the man for two years,” said 
Bartholomew, who began to lose his passion to play. “I was just 
consumed with getting through football.” 

In May, 1999 that changed. He married Shelly Moore, Miss 
Teen USA of 1997. “After we married, Christ changed my life. 
Marriage was a huge turning point for me. Shelly made me real- 
ize what a great opportunity | had. God had given me talents and 
abilities.” 

With Bartholomew's ability to run, block, catch and provide 
pass protection, Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer is proud to have 
him. 

“Will brings great leadership, not only vocally, but by action 
as well,” said Fulmer. 

Fred Weary, a senior offensive guard who is also a captain, 
said that Bartholomew's passion, work ethic and enthusiasm are 
contagious. “His influence carries over to every one of us. Every- 
thing he does is a great example.” 

One of Bartholomew's goals is to continue as a spiritual 
example. “The guys look to me for spiritual leadership. They ask 
me a lot of questions and open their lives up to me. | share Christ 
with a lot of guys on the team.” 

Said Fulmer, “Will is a dedicated Christian. He has become 
the focal point of the spiritual part of our team. We have other 
fine Christian young men, but none are more vocal than Will 
Bartholomew. 

“A Christian background can help any one of us in our daily 
lives and in our professional lives. To say that a football player 
can’t be a tough guy and also be a really nice guy is wrong. Will 
has done that.” 

Although Bartholomew became a Christian when he was nine 
years old, he did not fully commit his life to Christ until his high 
school senior year. 

“| realized that | had put so many things, girls, football, popu- 
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larity, in front of God,” he said. “I realized | wasn’t serving Him 
first. | realized that living for Christ is a daily commitment.” 

Bartholomew, who has been president of Tennessee's FCA 
chapter, studies his Bible and prays daily. He and Shelly speak to 
youth groups. Both have taught Sunday school. 

He stresses the importance of putting God above all. “My 
basic message is that in high school | lacked a passion for God. 
| describe that passion as loving something more than yourself,” 
he said. 

“You need to put yourself aside and give it all to God. You 
will be blessed because you are living in His will. | wouldn't be 
here without Him. | wouldn't be married to the woman | am. 
She's a great minister for God.” 

Along with his wife, Bartholomew gets inspiration from his 
family. His father (Sam) and mother (Vicki) are spiritual role mod- 
els. “My father has a steadfast relationship with Christ. He is very 
consistent in his faith.” 

He also has a brother, Bo Bartholomew, who is studying at 
Dallas Theological Seminary. “He never drank. He was never into 
the party scene. He led the way.” 

Bartholomew also has faith that the Vols rebound from an 8-4 
record last year. 

“My attitude is to take care of my business, then try to 
encourage my teammates,” he said. We have to have the goal to 
win every game. If you go into a game without expecting to win, 
you came for the wrong reasons.” 

The NFL is also a goal. But no goal is bigger than proclaiming 
his life verse, Philippians 1:20: “I will no way be ashamed, but 
will have sufficient courage, so 
that now as always Christ will 
be exalted in my body, 
whether by life or by 
death.” 

“Jesus means in 
essence salvation, grace 
and mercy. | never want 
to lack courage,” said 
Bartholomew. 

Still, he said that he 
has never listened to bad 
advice. “I take things as a chal- 
lenge. I’m a firm believer in doing 
the impossible ... but | haven't 
jumped off any more frozen diving 
boards.” 


Bill Sorrell is a pastor and free- 
lance writer in the Memphis area. 
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OREGON 
Leading cheers for the Quack Attack 
is team captain Amber Harshbarger, 
a junior business major from 
Springfield, Oregon, who enjoys 
weight training, horseback riding 
and camping. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


AUBURN 
Wendy Willis, an Auburn 
senior with majors in finance 
and marketing, enjoys snow 
skiing and does volunteer 
work with the Humane 
Society. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


KENTUCKY 


Native Kentuckian Rachel 
Brown, a sophomore commu- 
nications major, is active in 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and is a member of 
the Wildcats’ 2001 national 
champion squad. 

PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA/TDSI 


UCLA 


Brunette sophomore 
Alexa Zanolli, 

a UCLA political P we 
science major and , 
Honors Program ‘ 
student, is an \e. 
avid college 
football and 


basketball fan. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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TEXAS TECH 
Junior advertising major Andrea 
Richards, an honors student who enjoys 
dancing and traveling, has been a mem- 


ber of the Texas Tech pom squad. 
PHOTO BY RON KOVACH 


COLORADO 


Colorado freshman Margot Gage, a psy- 
chology major, made her way to Boulder 
from another Big 12 city — hometown 


Austin, Texas. 
PHOTO BY JOHN BIEVER/ICON SMI 


ALABAMA 
Homecoming attendant Holly 
Johnson, a senior from nearby 
Birmingham, is majoring in Human 
Nutrition and Hospitality 


Management. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


TENNESSEE 


Honor student Angie 
Briggs, a Volunteer State 
native who enjoys run- 
ning and snow skiing, is 
a junior nursing major at 


Tennessee. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Morgantown native 
Carrie Marshall, a 
sophomore majoring 
in pre-pharmacy, 
stayed at home 
to cheer for the 


Mountaineers. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


CLEMSON 


Sports marketing major Jennifer Seago, 
a three-year Clemson cheerleader, TEXAS 
competes nationally in stunt com- 

petition and coaches high school 


cheerleading. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


“Hook ’Em Horns” 
comes naturally for 
the Lone Star State’s 
own Brandi 
Gamble, a 
sophomore 
journalism 
major who 


OHIO STATE 


Jennifer Barr, a senior English 
major from Dublin, Ohio, didn’t 
have far to travel to cheer in 
The Horseshoe for the 
Buckeyes. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
fi 
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Husker nation reigning with 
[awe awaits. There will be more 
red than at a Communist Party 
convention, more racket than at an 
Eminem concert. 
The din will shake the dew off each 
leaf of grass. The Nebraska defense will 


look mad enough to tear limbs off ballcar- 
riers like they were ears of corn off the 
stalk. The national championship already 
will be on the line, and Labor Day left- 
overs will still be in the fridge. 

This is the big-time college football 
atmosphere they promise Notre Dame 
men when they are still altar boys. 

This is the type of theater that culled 
Rice and Montana and Hornung, et al, into 
college football’s biggest box-office names. 

This is the environment coach Bob 
Davie's Irish will face the evening of 
Sept. 8, whether they're ready for prime 
time or not, during their season opener at 
Nebraska. 

A season opener at Nebraska. This is 
like starting dinner with a bowl of battery 
acid, even for Notre Dame. Especially for 
this Notre Dame team, which Davie has 
called his most talented heading into his 


2000: 9-3 

GOAGH: Bob Davie —At Notre Dame and 
Overall: 30-19, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: C Jeff Faine, 
OB Matt LoVecchio, FL David Givens, 
SE Arnaz Battle, DE Grant Irons, 
DE Tony Weaver 

PRIMARY STRENOTN: Defensive line led 
by Irons and Weaver could dominate, The 
Irish retooled defensively last season and 
another year with Davie calling the signals 
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NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


fifth season in South Bend. 

But even Davie knows that unless the 
Irish keep their heads, as even the best 
teams in college football have learned in 


Lincoln, they just might get their gold hel- 


mets knocked into a nearby wheat field. 
Memorial Stadium is no place to 


Quarterback Decision Looms; Tough Schedule Awaits 


introduce a new quarterback like Carlyle 
Holiday or Jared Clark to major college 
football, no matter how talented they 
seem. Not when the Huskers are liable to 
turn every “how-do-you-do?” into a 
“where-am-l?” Not when you have a guy 
who's more steady but less spectacular, 
Matt LoVecchio, with eight starts already 
on his resume. 

So when in doubt, and when in Lin- 
coln, Davie figures to choose experience 
over experiment. Every college football 
coach would do the same. 

Right, Beano? 

Whaddya think, Lee? 

That's the right instinct, isn’t it, Ara? 

Or is it? 

Did you see the way Holiday runs the 
option, a conflicted Davie has asked 
aloud, or the way Holiday performs when 
he's flushed out of the pocket? 

And have you noticed how Clark 


FIGHTING IRISH 


may help keep opponents out of the end 
zone even more consistently. Pass rush is key. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can the Irish 
run the ball when it matters? Davie also 
must decide quickly whether LoVecchio 


is his starter or just keeping the seat warm 
for hot-shot redshirts Carlyle Holiday or — | 
Jared Clark. 

OVERVIEW: A killer schedule and 


uncertainty at quarterback and defensive 
secondary could turn what was thought 
to be a promising season into one 

with inconsistency. 


releases the ball with as much effort as it 
takes to wave to his mom, Davie adds, or 
the way Clark moves as comfortably and 
confidently around the pocket as if he 
stitched it himself? 

The sophomores’ talent, rated by 
Davie above LoVecchio’s, tempts Davie. 


Teases him. Ultimately, it will test him like 
no other dilemma this season. 

What Davie ultimately opts to do at 
quarterback looms as the biggest decision 
of the fall, and he cannot waste much time 
making it, not with three of the first four 
Irish games on the road against bowl 
teams Nebraska, Purdue and Texas A&M. 

Sticking with LoVecchio, the returning 
starter who had a surmountable edge in 
the spring, likely would preserve the team 
chemistry that Davie credits with Notre 
Dame's turnaround 9-3 season in 2000. 
But keeping Holiday and/or Clark on the 
sideline, Davie also fears, might be limiting 
a team that he believes possesses enough 
potential to make a run at the national title. 

“Obviously, you think about going to 
Lincoln, Nebraska, going to College Sta- 
tion, you like the idea that you've got a 
quarterback that’s been in a game,” Davie 
said, 

“Now, if those other two quarterbacks 
play better than Matt, how much better are 
they? That's the decision we have to make. 
They're going to have to be a lot better to 
overtake his experience factor. Are they 
capable of doing that? Sure, they are, 
They're both very talented players. 

“It’s the combination of where 
(LoVecchio’s) been, where he’s played, 
and who we play early that gives him the 
advantage. The other two guys will have 
to play much better to be the starting 
quarterback early in the year. But it’s 


JUNIOR TAILBACK JULIUS JONES MISSED 
SPRING PRACTICE FOR DISCIPLINARY 
REASONS, BUT WAS THE IRISH’S LEADING 
RUSHER LAST SEASON WITH 657 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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OTRE*DAME*REGRUITING 


Nane / Posmion Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CourGe 
BEIDATSCH, Brian DL 6-4, 265 Milwaukee, WI Marquetie 
| Two-year starter @ Played defensive end and offensive guard @ As a senior, had 100 tockles and 15 
sacks, 


BOLEN, Lionel CB 61,185 Weshomplon, NJ Rancocas Valley 

Played comerback and option quarterback as a senior @ Had 50 tackles and four interceptions @ Had 
900 yards passing and eight touchdowns Had 800 yards rushing and six touchdowns @ Ran three kick- | 
offs back for touchdowns @ Starting guard on basketball team. 


BURRELL, QueniinS 6-1, 185 Decatur, GA Souhwest DeKalb | 
SuperPrep rated No. 25 player in Georgia # Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, had 90 tackles, | 
seven interceptions and 13 passes broken up @ Had nine interceptions as a junior. 


CAMPBELL, CorlosWR 1, 190 Hampton, VA Homplon 

Two-time All-State at defensive back in 2000 and receiver in 1999 @ Two-way starter @ Played quarter- 
back as a senior @ As a junior, hod 31 receptions for 812 yards and 12 touchdowns # Had 15 intercep- 
fions in final two seasons @ Had 75 career receptions for 1,800 yards and 20 touchdowns. 


| ELLICK, Dwight CB 5-11, 170 Tampa, FL Wharton 
Asa senior, had 70 tackles, four interceptions and 16 passes broken up # Had 500 yards receiving ond | 
| six touchdowns at wide receiver # New York 100-meter champion as a junior. | 


| GRANT, Ryan RB 61,198 Nyack, NY Don Bosco Prep 
| CNNSI.com ranked No. 43 player nationally @ USA Today New Jersey Player of the Year @ Hod 1 963 | | 
yards rushing and 26 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 6] tackles ond seven interceptions @ Member of | 
| basketball team @ Sprinter for track team. | 


HOYTE, Brandon ILB 60, 219 Parlin, NJ Sayreville War Memorial 
As a senior, had 90 tackles, including 25 for loss @ Had 145 tackles and seven sacks as a junior @ Also 
[aves at quarterback in 1999 and 2000, leading team to state championship game @ Four-year starter. 


JONES, Cory RB 62,215 Seattle, WA Kennedy | 
SuperPrep ranked No. 3 player in Washington @ Hod 1,441 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns as a| 
senior # Had 20 receptions for 454 yards and six touchdowns @ Retumed two interceptions for touch- | 
downs # Averaged 18 points per gome for basketball team @ Standout third baseman for baseball team. | 


| 


LEVOIR, Mark TE 67,310 Eden Prairie, MN Eden Prairie 

Parade All-American # USA Today All-American # Rated No. 27 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times 
@ As a senior, helped team to 13-0 record and state championship @ Had 16 receptions for 189 yards 
and four touchdowns @ Had 156 pancake blocks. 


Name / Position 


Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


MAYS, Corey IL5 6-1, 234 Chicago, IL Morgan Park 

USA Today second-team All-American @ Ranked No. 54 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times @ Had 
144 tackles ond five sacks as a senior @ Hod 179 yards rushing on 20 carries @ As a junior, had 14 
sacks, 10 tackles for loss, three fumbles recovered and two fumbles caused. 


| 
MITCHELL, Dorin OL 6-4, 285 Jonesboro, GA Lovejoy | 
PrepStar All-American # Rated No. 21 player in Georgia by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All-Region | 
Helped team to state playoffs Played linebacker on defense. | 


POWERS-NEAL Rashon OlB 6-3, 215 St. Paul, MN Cretin-Derham 

All-State at running back and linebacker @ Helped team to state championship game @ As a senior, had 
2,000 yards rushing, including 300 yards on 12 carries in one game @ Scored 37 touchdowns Had 
961 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns as a junior. 


ROOT, Matt TE 6-6, 225 Tallahassee, FL Florida Christian 
SuperPrep ranked No. 29 player in Florida Orlando Sentinel rated No. 78 player in Florida # Had v7| 
receptions for 271 yards and two touchdowns as a senior @ Also played defensive end. 


SHELTON, Mati WR 6-1, 170 Collierville, TN Collierville High School 

As a senior, had 258 yards rushing and three touchdowns on 39 carries, despite knee injury that cut sea- 
son in half @ Had 17 tackles and two fumbles recovered @ Hod 1,212 all-purpose yards as a junior ¢| 
Averaged 39 yards per retum on kickolfs with three touchdowns. 


STEVENSON, Don OL 6-5, 300 Barrington, IL Barrington 
Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 95 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times @ Made 63 pancake | 
blocks as a senior @ Played volleyball for two years. 


THOMPSON, Jeff DL 6-5, 265 Granger Penn 
All-State @ Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 48 solo tackles, 44 assists, 16 tackles 
for loss, two interceptions and three sacks @ Had 80 tackles, including 20 for loss, and four sacks as a 


junior. 


TUCK, Justin OL 65,215 Kellyton, AL Central Coosa County 
SuperPrep rated No. 15 player in Alabama @ All-State @ Had 167 tackles, nine sacks, eight fumbles 
recovered, seven fumbles caused and two interceptions as a senior @ Had 19 receptions for 324 yards 
and four touchdowns as fight end. 

WILSON, Marcus RB Staten Island, NY 


5-11, 180 Poly Prep 


| SuperPrep ranked No. 10 player in New York @ As a senior, had 1,712 yards rushing and 25 touch- 
| downs @ Rushed for 387 yards in one game @ Had 70 tackles and six interceptions at free safety. 


AWOOKCATTHEARIGH 
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RESULTS 
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SCHEDULE 


(9-3) PASSING Sept. 8 atNebraska 
Arm Comp Yaros Pct 1D 
24 Texas A&M 10 |LoVecchio 125 73 980 584 11 1 Sept. 15 at Purdue 
24 Nebraska 7, Godsey 4) 19 fT NRE OS: RS 
RUSHING | Sept. 22. Michigan State 
23 Purdue 21 = Kis. vas | i E 
21 Michigan State 27 | Jones Cooma at ss | sep 2?.” wablexos Aaa 
- Fisher 132 7D LOU AG! se 
20 ~— Stanford 14 |Howard 75 424 57. +80 4 Oct. 6 Pittsburgh 
LoVecchio 72 Ve Ve eS 
45 Navy | 2 RECEIVING Oct. ] 3 West Virginia 
42 West Virginia 28 NAME No Yaros Avec ic 1D i h Kforni 
34 Arkon 31 Givens 35 Say ae” 3 Oct. 20 Southern California 
Getherall 17 373 '5u 19 OMSOUn Td: 
28 Boston College 16 Hunter a ae ee Oct. 27 — at Boston College 
Fisher 12 106 88 36 3 
45 Rutgers 17 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 Tennessee 
38 Southern California 21 | Tacktes: Denman 84; Driver 65; Boiman 58; Legree 50. Rize. Ne 
Fi ta B I = INTERCEPTIONS: Israe! 3; Driver 2; Walton 2; Weaver 2. Yee 
see ON | QB Sacks: Weaver 8; Roberts 5; Denman 5; Scott 4.5. 
9 Oregon State 4) | Tacktes For Loss: Denman 14; Weaver 13; Boiman 8. Nov. 24 at Stanford 
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THE POTENTIAL OF ENDS ANTHONY WEAVER (ABOVE) AND GRANT 
IRONS REMINDS SOME OF ROSS BROWNER AND WILLIE FRY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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a long season, and all three of them have long careers here, so 
that can change. It all depends on performance.” 

If Davie were to allow himself a moment to reflect on all this, 
and he resists reflection like a vampire, he might find the irony 
quite amusing. A year ago at this time, asking who the best 
Notre Dame quarterback was and how close the Irish really were 
to a national title seemed ludicrous. At that time, Arnaz Battle 
had stepped forward as the unquestioned team leader at quarter- 
back and Notre Dame had settled on the national radar as a dis- 
appointing has-been coming off a 5-7 1999 season. 

Funny how a few breaks can change everything; in this 
case, the left navicular bone in Battle’s wrist. 

He broke it to end his season in the second game of the 
year against Nebraska, which opened the door for LoVecchio’s 
unlikely emergence. The Irish won seven of the eight games 
LoVecchio started as Battle became a wide receiver. 

The secret? Sure, LoVecchio made a difference making good 
enough decisions that Notre Dame committed an NCAA-record— 
low eight turnovers all season. But execution on the field might 
not have had as much to do with Notre Dame's nine victories as 
elocution in the locker room, and Davie worries about his team 
duplicating that personality as much as he worries about any 
position area heading into this season. 

Last season, naturally charismatic players like cornerback 
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Brock Williams and guard Mike Gandy possessed the gift for gab 
every locker room needs. This year, through the all-important off- 
season, Notre Dame's leaders have yet to emerge. 

As difficult as it may be determining who lead the Irish in 
spirit, it’s just as hard predicting who will lead the team in carries. 

Junior tailback Julius Jones, coming off a disappointing sopho- 
more season, missed spring practice for disciplinary reasons. Senior 
tailback Tony Fisher, the most durable runner on the team, is com- 
ing off shoulder surgery. That gave classmate Terrance Howard, 

a slashing cutback runner, a brief chance to show Davie just how 
dangerous he can be. All three probably will share the load, with 
Fisher most likely to get called upon to gain the toughest yards. 

They will run behind an offensive line that lost both its guards 
(Gandy and Jim Jones). Replacing them will be Sean Mahan and 
Casey Robin, joined up front by tackles Jordan Black and Kurt Vollers 
and All-American caliber center Jeff Faine. Not that the group lacks 
motivation, but if they need any they can look at one another and 
say “17” — the number of rushing yards the Irish gained in the Fiesta 
Bowl against a smaller, quicker Oregon State team. 

“We cannot get in situations like we got into in the Fiesta 
Bowl where we couldn’t run the football,” Davie said. “We have 
to run the ball.” 

Which means whomever Davie settles on at quarterback must 
throw it enough to keep the linebackers guessing. 

“It’s impossible to throw the ball nine times a game or 10 
times a game and be efficient running the ball unless you're just 
flat better than the opponents you're playing, if you're not wish- 
bone, and we're not going to be,” Davie said. “To run the ball, 
you understand the fact we have to throw the ball more effi- 
ciently. It adds balance to our offense.” 

That was the notion behind switching Battle to receiver. The 
senior, seeing three young quarterbacks on the roster, asked to be 
switched when his wrist finally healed in December and Davie 
nearly drooled thinking about his plans for Battle. Battle might run 
as many reverses as down-and-outs, he may return kicks and 
punts, or he might be just a decoy. Doesn't matter. It beats hold- 
ing a clipboard. 

“| just feel there’s a lot of excitement, a lot of juice,” said Bat- 
tle, whom Davie also hinted might take snaps at quarterback dur- 
ing short-yardage plays. 

Battle will share time with big-play threats Javin Hunter and 
David Givens, giving the Irish as much speed at the position as 


they have had in years. ' 

In fact, Davie dis- THE BEST AND | 
puted the notion that THE BRIGHTEST 
Oregon State’s domi- 
nation of his team in 
the Fiesta Bowl 
exploited Notre 
Dame's glaring lack of 
team speed. 

He pointed out 
that in the winter 
before the 1998 sea- 
son, the Irish had three 
players who ran the 
40-yard dash under 4.5 seconds. Last winter, there were 14 play- 
ers under 4.5. 

“You stand there at that Fiesta Bowl, the way that game 
unraveled. | think that’s fair for people to say that (about team 
speed),” Davie said. “I was also standing there the game before 
in the Los Angeles Coliseum against a team (USC) that through- 


Most Valuable Player 
DE Grant Irons 
Emerging Star 
QB Matt LoVecchio 
Top Newcomer 
RB Ryan Grant 
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Roster ond depth char subject to change. 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Matt LoVecchio, So*/Carlyle Holiday, So le Tony Weaver, Sr*/ Kyle Budinscak, So 
FB Tom Lopienski, Sr*/ Jason Murray, Sr NG Cedric Hilliard, Jr/ Andy Wisne, Sr 
TB Julius Jones, Jr*/Tony Fisher, Sr DT _ Darrell Campbell, Jr/ Greg Pauly, So 
WR Javin Hunter, Sr/ Omar Jenkins, So RE Grant Irons, Sr/ Ryan Roberts, Sr* = 
WR David Givens, Sr/ Arnaz Battle, Sr OLB Rocky Boiman, $r*/ Jerome Collins, So 
“TE John Owens, Sr/ Gary Godsey, Jr 1B Courtney Watson, Jr/ Mike Goolsby, So 
“ET Jordan Black, sr°/ Brennan Curtin, Jr Gru Tyreo Harrison, Sr*/ Carlos Pierre-Antoine, Sr 
LG Sean Mahan, Sr/ Ryan Gillis, Ir cB Vontez Duff, So/ Preston Jackson,So 
me Jeff Faine, Jr*/ JW Jordan, Sr cB Shane Walton, Sr*/ Cliff Jefferson,Sr 
RG Casey Robin, Sr/ Sean Milligan, Jr FS Glenn Earl, Jr/ Donald Dykes, Sr 
RT Kurt Vollers, $r*/ Brennan Curtin, Jr Ss Ron Israel, Sr°/ Gerome Sapp, Jr 
K _ Nick Setta, Jr*/ David Miller, Sr P Joey Hildbold, Jr*/ Nick Setta Jr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ead coach Bob Davie hired 

three new assistant coaches — 

Joker Phillips (receivers), 
David Lockwood (secondary) and Bill 
Sheridan (outside linebackers). Phillips 
comes from Minnesota, Lockwood from 
West Virginia and Sheridan from Michi- 
gan State. Ironically, Sheridan was on the 
defensive staff benefiting from Notre 
Dame’s biggest defensive lapse of last sea- 
son that led to the Spartans’ last-minute 
68-yard TD pass to beat the Irish, 27-21. 

Junior kicker Nick Setta, who runs a 
4.4 40-yard dash, ran a leg on Noire 
Dame’s 1,600-meter relay team that fin- 
ished fourth at the Big East Indoor Cham- 
pionships. Now if he could only get a leg 
up on the competition for his position 
once and for all. 

Last year, Seta hit 44 of 45 PATs 
and eight of 14 field goals. “I think Nick 
did a good job,” coach Bob Davie said. 
“But I'd be the first one to tell Nick he 
didn’t do a great job, so the job’s open.” 

Senior David Miller will challenge 
Setta — again. 

¢ Converted quarterback Arnaz Bat- 
tle, adjusting to his new role as wide 
receiver, expects to take over for the 
graduated Joey Getherall as Notre 
Dame’s big-play threat on punt and kick- 
off returns. 

¢ The Irish has agreed to play Mary- 
land in the season-opening 2002 Kickoff 
Classic in East Rutherford, N.J. 

¢ Looking for a surprise on offense 
and defense for Notre Dame last spring? 
How about senior fullback Mike McNair 
on offense. McNair, called a “freak of 
nature,” coming out of high school never 
has lived up to expectations but flashed 
signs of consistency in the spring. 

On defense, converted wide receiver 
Jerome Collins made a big — and loud — 
impression at outside linebacker filling in 
while injured Rocky Boiman rested. 
Collins quickly developed a reputation as 
one of the unit’s hardest hitters. 

“I’m just aching to hit somebody,” 
Collins said. 

¢ The Boston College-Notre Dame 
rivalry just got more interesting: Boston 
College A.D. Gene DeFilippo’s son, 
John, joined Bob Davie’s staff as a gradu- 
ate assistant. Gene DeFilippo, of course, 
coached Davie at Youngstown State 
where he advised him to get into the 
coaching profession. 
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Irish Hope LoVecchio Is The Real Deal 


ne day you're the next Joe Mon- 
tana. Twenty-four hours later, 
you're the next... Rusty Lisch? 

So who is the real Matt LoVecchio: The 
unassuming Notre Dame freshman with ice 
pellets in his veins who saved last season by 
winning seven straight starts? 

Or the timid teen-ager with the deer-in- 
the-headlights look ess shakiness on 
Jan. 1 helped make the Fiesta Bowl a 
fiasco? 

“Part of becoming successful is to get 
your butt kicked a little bit,” Notre Dame 
coach Bob Davie said. 

“Certainly we did in the Fiesta Bowl 
(a 41-9 rout by Oregon State). That's got to 
be worth something.” 

Perhaps one day. But that loss, in which 
Oregon State’s blitzes harassed LoVecchio 
into more interceptions (two) than he had 
thrown all season, loosened his lock on the 
No. 1 quarterback position. 

Davie let fellow sophomores Jared Clark 
and Carlyle Holiday compete for the job this 
spring. LoVecchio still holes a slight edge 
with the season-opener at Nebraska on 
Sept. 8, but he isn’t tattooing “Starting QB” 
on his right shoulder. 


out history is known for having an awful 
lot of speed. We played pretty good there 
to win our ninth game. 

“Obviously, you never have enough 
speed. | should say you always want more 
speed. But we've made a lot of strides. 

I do think without a doubt we do have 
enough team speed.” 

Notre Dame will need it on defense to 
replace Williams, the cornerback who 
opted to skip his fifth season. That opened 
the door for sophomore Vontez Duff, who 
will get tested so often this season he 
should carry a No. 2 pencil in his sock. 
Duff joins returning starter Shane Walton 
at cornerback and veterans Ron Israel 
(strong) and Air Force game hero Glenn 
Earl (free) at safety. 

Davie also is looking for an inside line- 
backer to replace MVP Anthony Denman 
alongside returning starter Tyreo Harrison, 
one of the team’s most improved players 
in ‘00. Candidates include Courtney Wat- 
son and Mike Goolsby, and don’t count 
out freshman Corey Mays. 

Up front, the Irish face fewer questions. 
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“Competition is good,” LoVecchio said. 
“If | get beaten out, | would take that as a 
sign I’ve got to improve.” 

Adds Davie: “It depends on how the other 
quarterbacks perform. The advantage Matt 
has is that he’s played in high-profile 
games.” 

He started eight of them, in fact, after 
taking over for the ineffective Gary God- 
sey midway through the fourth game 
against Michigan State. LoVecchio turned 
a season that looked cursed after starter 
Arnaz Battle was injured against 
Nebraska into one good enough to earn 
Davie a five-year contract extension. 

In posting the best passing efficiency 
numbers at Notre Dame in 10 years 
(73 of 125, 980 yards, 11 TDs, 3 int.), 
LoVecchio reminded many of another 
Irish quarterback with pinpoint accuracy. 
One national magazine even felt 
impressed enou ae put him on its “Heis- 
man Hopefuls” Ist for this year. 

“| think | am getting better,” LoVecchio 
said. “I’m learning things. I’m putting on 
weight, and I’m trying not to think Wee 
everything too much. Otherwise, it might 
be overwhelming.” 


The potential of ends Anthony Weaver and 
Grant Irons remind some graybeards on 
campus of Ross Browner and Willie Fry. 
They will get so much attention from offen- 
sive lines that outside linebacker Rocky 


S DIFFICULT AS 

IT MAY BE 

DETERMINING 
WHO WILL LEAD THE IRISH 


IN SPIRIT, IT’S JUST AS 
HARD PREDICTING WHO 
WILL LEAD THE TEAM 

IN CARRIES. 


Boiman just might wreak enough havoc to 
earn a few All-American votes. 

Inside, Darrell Campbell and Andy 
Wisne anchor a unit longer on depth than 
experience. 
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MATT LOVECCHIO POSTED 
THE BEST PASSING EFFICIENCY 
NUMBERS AT NOTRE DAME IN 10 YEARS 
(73 OF 125, 980 YARDS, 11 TDS, 3 INT). 
PHOTO BY TOM PIDGEON/ALLSPORT 


If this unit indeed becomes the best 
defense Davie has coached at Notre Dame, 
which he prophesied as early as last Decem- 
ber before the Fiesta Bowl, it might require 
the same take-no-prisoners scheming the 
Irish utilized in 00. Of course, that might 
mean Davie calling the defensive signals 
again, a job he took over in a subtle yet sig- 
nificant coaching move last year. 

That chemistry that Davie talked so 
often about was due in no small part to 
one of the most visible head coaches in 
America making himself one of the most 
involved, too. If Davie were any more 
hands-on during Saturday afternoons, his 
fingers would have left smudges on the 
gold helmets. 

“| kind of enjoy doing it,” Davie said of 
calling the defenses himself. “I think we're 
pretty comfortable with the mechanics of 
it. | would imagine | would continue to.” 

To Davie, an old defensive coordina- 
tor, it just feels right. 

Now if he could only feel as comfort- 
able about choosing a quarterback. 

— David Haugh 
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By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


& EW Florida State 


Previous six-year rank (3, 15, 4, 1, 3, 2) 

Florida State did what it couldn't do on the field last season — 
finish No. 1. 

Signing Day was a 'Nole roll call of elite talent, including two 
of California’s best — DB Dominic Robinson and TE Justin 
Tomerlin — along with nine of Florida's top 15 prospects. 

Three All-American QBs signed — superstar Joe Mauer, who 
could end up playing professional baseball, in-stater Adrian 
McPherson and Tennessee’s Matt Henshaw. 

FSU doesn't dip into the JC ranks often, but usually gets a 
good one when it does, like first-rate OL Milford Brown from 
Mississippi. Only one pure DL signed on, Donnie Carter from 
Georgia, but as you would expect, he’s another SuperPrep All- 
American. 

SuperPrep’s No. 1 LB, Willie Jones and No. 8 DB, Jerome 
Carter, didn’t announce until the final day, cementing FSU's recruit- 
ing conquest. 


S02 


Previous six-year rank (26, 9, 9, 11, 10, 31) 

Five of SuperPrep’s Elite 50 are aboard — no school signed 
more. They are TE Marcus Spears, WR Michael Clayton, DL 
Marquise Hill, OL Ben Wilkerson and TE David Jones. 

Nick Saban closed Louisiana borders to much of the recruit- 
ing world, signing the state’s six best prospects and 10 of the top 14. 
The Tigers even went all the way to California for QB Rick Clausen, 
brother of Tennessee frosh sensation QB Casey Clausen. 

Saban sent a few messages with this class: Louisiana is his, 
and he considers Texas (watch for All-American RB Joseph Addai) 
and Florida (three signees) fair game. 


Michigan 


Previous six-year rank (13, 4, 2, 4, 7, 7) 

Four SuperPrep Elite 50 team members are new Wolverines: 
RB Kelly Baraka (broke Notre Dame’s heart), DB Ernest Shazor, 
DB Marlin Jackson and DL Pierre Woods. 

Lloyd Carr needed to add defensive line help and Woods is 
joined by Dave Spytek, Pat Massey and Alex Ofili, all superior 
prospects. Although this effort lacks the presence of a big-time prep 


signal-caller, San Diego State transfer Spencer Brinton fills the void. 


With 12 players at 6-4 or over, Carr thinks this is the tallest 
class Michigan has ever had. 


In all, it's quite a haul for the Wolverines, who looked like they 
were going to walk away with this year’s recruiting contest before 
losing Elite 50 WR Reggie Williams to Washington and two big- 
timers to Penn State: DL Charles Rush and OL Tyler Reed — both 
from Pennsylvania. 
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Previous six-year rank (21, 42, 35, 21, 31, 23) 

Two of the nation’s top three JC prospects — QB Taylor 
Barton and LB Kai Ellis — both from powerhouse City College of 
San Francisco, enrolled at the semester break and learned the 
system in the spring. 

Another one of their teammates, also a superstar, is headed 
to Seattle in the fall — OL Francisco Tipoti, who is expected to step 
immediately into a starting job. 

This is a class with great balance, both in the trenches and at 
the skill spots, both from the preps for depth and the jucos for 
immediate help. 

Rick Neuheisel, sorely in need of wide receiver help, went all 
the way to Florida to sign speedster Charles Frederick, who will join 
coveted in-stater Reggie Williams, giving the Huskies immediate 
big-play ability. 

Seven of the state’s top 10 prospects decided to stay in 
Seattle. Even Alaska chipped in, supplying All-American DL Tui 
Alailefaleula, who had 38 sacks over the last two years. 
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Previous six-year rank (4, 1, 10, 7, 12, 20) 

There is so much Texas talent that wants to play for Mack 
Brown that the loss of the state’s No. 1 prospect, DL Tommie Harris, 
to Oklahoma, was hardly a defeat. 

RB Cedric Benson, OL Jonathan Scott and athlete Quan 
Cosby lead the hit parade of 10 SuperPrep All-Americans from 
Texas who are headed to Austin. 

An amazing six offensive linemen signed with Texas, only to 
be topped by the potential of the seven DBs on the Longhorns 
signing list. All-American DBs Cedric Griffin, Kendall Briles, 
Michael Huff and Rufus Harris are fantastic. 
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Previous six-year rank (19, 36, 20, 24, 32, 27) 

This class didn’t happen because of the national champi- 
onship. 

It was looking like a reality long before then, when it became 
clear Bob Stoops had reconfigured the Sooners into a modern 
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passing machine fortified with old-fashioned, smothering defense. 
Six of the top 25 Texas prospects committed to Stoops, who 
also went to Louisiana for QB Brent Rawls. In-state RBs Kejuan 
Jones and Seymore Shaw will give Stoops the ground game to keep 
people honest, and he signed five offensive linemen to pave the way. 
And what's a great Sooners class without a great ‘backer? 
The next great one could be Mike Wilson from Tulsa. 


Previous six-year rank (15, 17, 17, 19, 4, 8) 

The Cornhuskers often sign a sneaky-good class, but we're 
careful not to underrate them. Talented signal callers Mike Stuntz 
and Mike McLaughlin committed long before signing day amid little 
fuss, which is how the Huskers like it. 

This class didn’t end with a Florida State-type bang because it 
didn’t need to, although the final day did bring a nice victory over 
lowa and lowa State, when RB Marquez Simmons said “yes” to 
Frank Solich. He also signed three All-Americans from Colorado (OL 
Gary Pike, rover Philip Bland and athlete Cory Ross). 

This year’s class was a worldwide effort: Giant DL Seppo 
Evwaraye (6-5, 325) grew up in Finland and never considered any 
school but Nebraska, which signed one of the nation’s finest defen- 
sive fronts, led by Missouri SuperPrep All-American Jared Helming. 
This class is strong on defensive backs, too. 


ACME Virginia Tech | 


Previous six-year rank (28, 31, 19, 42, 45, UR) 

Start with the nation’s is RB, Pennsylvania's Kevin Jones, 
who chose Frank Beamer over Joe Paterno. 

Jones, amazingly graceful and quick for such a powerful 6-1, 
205-pounder, won't have to worry about carrying the load. 

All-America QB Bryan Randall, who was coveted by 
Tennessee, can’t promise he will become the next Michael Vick ... 
but he was the first player in state history, as a junior, to both pass 
and run for more than a 1,000 yards. He did the same thing as a 
senior. 

Six linemen on defense and three on offense will shore up the 
trenches. In-state All-American DBs DeAngelo Hall and D.J. Walton 
are the future of Beamer’s secondary. The Hokies signed five of the 
top 10 and 12 of the top 26 Virginia prospects, dominating in-state 
recruiting. 


Previous six-year rank (7, 11, 30, 13, 18, 16) 

Immediately following the shocking departure of Butch Davis 
to the NFL, it looked as if the ‘Canes would suffer on signing day — 
and there were a couple of de-commits, but new coach Larry Coker 
built serious momentum. 

Coker added SuperPrep All-Americans, DL Orien Harris, LB 


Roger Mcintosh and RB Frank Gore. Elite 50 LB Leon Williams 
was also touch and go for a while, but the New Yorker hung tight 
with Coker. Two others who de-committed after Davis left were DE 
Jovonny Ward (Pitt) and TE Kevin Everitt (Texas), but both 
reconsidered, signing with the ‘Canes. 

This class has amazing balance, terrific on both sides of the 
trenches, with nine SuperPrep All-Americans, including Florida DB 
and superior return man Antrel Rolle. 


ULAR 40 | UCLA 


Previous six-year rank (24, 6, 1, 29, 25, 17) 

Amazing California DBs Matt Ware and Jibril Raymo are true 
headliners of a defensive group that bordered on the fantastic until 
Marvin Simmons de-committed to USC, LB Michael Craven signed 
with Stanford and DL Shaun Cody chose the Trojans. 

So much for the downside. Generally speaking, the better your 
class, the bigger your losses. 

Bob Toledo loaded up on offensive talent with 11 signees, led 
by Arizona WR Junior Taylor, RBs Jason Harrison, Wendell Mathis 
and Tyler Ebell (7,385 career yards and 111 TDs), Pennsylvania TE 
Keith Carter and huge, talented offensive linemen Bob Cleary (6-7, 
285), Ed Blanton (6-9, 300) and Collin Barker (6-8, 300). 


Oe 
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Previous six-year rank (30, 24, 26, 15, 14, 11) 

Rarely do you see a team completely dominate a positional 
group within a state, but that’s what happened here. 

The Tigers managed to capture all three of the state’s national- 
ly coveted WRs: Roscoe Crosby, Airese Curry and Ty Zimmerman. 
That's what happens when you run an offense like Tommy Bowden's. 

But Bowden actually has a lot more to crow about. He signed 
13 other in-staters, including superb DLs Charles Bennett and Trey 
Tate and TE Ben Hall. Bowden also gained three nationally recog- 
nized linebackers and talented QB Charlie Whitehurst from Georgia, 
which supplied four signees. 

The coach also dipped into his father Bobby's territory, signing 
six prospects from Florida, led by FB Cliff Harrell and SS/LB David 
Dunham. 


Previous six-year rank (2, 12, 8, 8, 8, 18) 

The Vols signed the nation’s best group of runners in Derrick 
Tinsley, Cedric Houston, Jabari Davis, and Keldrick Williams, whose 
combined senior numbers were more than 6,000 yards and 90 TDs. 

Phil Fulmer also found superior wide receivers in Montrell 
Jones and Jomo Fagan. Heavily-recruited California LB Kevin 
Simon comes from the fantastic Concord De La Salle program and 
DB Robert Boulware was a SuperPrep Elite 50 honoree. 

One of the more interesting recruits is SuperPrep All-American 
athlete C.F. Fayton from Virginia, who should help at receiver or 
defensive back, if not at quarterback. 


BRE] stantors 


Previous six-year rank (25, 20, 18, 22, 29, 30) 

Only LSU (five) signed more Elite 50 team aber than the 
Cardinal — DE Mark Anderson (SuperPrep’s National Player of the 
Year), RB J.R. Lemon, LB Michael Craven and QB Kyle Matter. 

Both Lemon (Georgia Tech finished No. 2) and Craven (UCLA 
lost this battle) decided in favor of Stanford during the final week 
before Signing Day. But this class isn’t just top-heavy. There are also 
three other SuperPrep All-Americans — WRs Justin McCullum and 
Gerren Crochet and DL 0.J. Oshinowo. 

As always, the Stanford class has a strong national flavor, 
with only five of the 18 signees coming from in-state. 

Watch for sleeper Louisiana LB Jon Alston and Georgia FS 
Kevin Schimmelmann to become important parts of this class. 


Previous six-year rank (12, 8, 3, 9, 6, 1) 

The Irish signed an amazing 12 SuperPrep All-Americans, but 
missed out on the top-level star power that Domers like to see on 
signing day. 

At the top of Bob Davie’s list is RB Ryan Grant, a SuperPrep 
Elite 50 pick. The four offensive linemen — Mark LeVoir, Zachary 
Giles, Darin Mitchell and Dan Stevenson — are also superb. 

Davie also added four well-recognized LBs and a couple of 
fine DBs — Lionel Bolen and Dwight Ellick, whom he has targeted 
for corner. But the overall defensive line recruiting was disappointing, 
as was losing out on RB Lydell Ross (Ohio State) and DL Shaun 
Cody (Southern California). 

Lo 


PEE] Ohio Stato 


Previous six-year rank (8, 2, 13, 16, 2, 28) 

Ohio State survived a coaching switch, with new head man 
Jim Tressel closing strongly by signing WR Angelo Chattams, DB 
Justin Fox, RB Maurice Hall and RB Lydell Ross. All had either 
been undecided or wavering from previous commitments. 

Ten in-staters decided in favor of Tressel’s new leadership, 
and the Buckeyes reached as far away as California to bring home 
SuperPrep All-American RB Jaja Riley, giving them three of the 
finest RBs in the nation. 

Defensive line is another particularly strong area (four 
signees), highlighted by in-stater Simon Fraser and Quinton 
Thomas, one of four Floridians on the roster, and Marcus Green 
from Kentucky. 


Previous six-year rank (UR, UR, UR, UR, UR, 44) 
Dennis Erickson hit the recruiting trail hard with elevated 
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hopes for Beaver recruiting and came away with Rose Bowl-type 
talent. 

The class is highlighted by the nation’s No. 2 QB signee, 
Derek Anderson, SuperPrep Elite 100 RB Steven Jackson, five 
DEs (including Alvin Steen, ranked by SuperPrep as the nation’s 
28th best JC prospect) and superior California wideouts Jayson 
Boyd and Josh Hawkins. 

Eight California junior college players relocated in Corvallis, 
including three Elite 50 prospects — WR Andre Cyrus, LB Jason 
Lowe and DB D.J. Coote. 


ey Purdue 


Previous six-year rank (20, 29, 22, UR, UR, UR) 

Remember the name Reggie Benton? He was ranked the 
No. 2 RB in the country by SuperPrep when he signed with Michigan 
in 2000. He is now a part of the Boilers’ 2001 class, giving Joe Tiller 
an explosive counterpart to in-state All-American ball carrier Bran- 
don Jones. 

Six LBs are headed to West Lafayette, led by SuperPrep All- 
American Brent Grover from Kentucky and Texas-bred Brandon 
Villarreal. Boiler coaches are also especially eager to welcome WR 
Kevin Noel, TE Charles Davis and athlete Jared Void, a raw 
speedster from Maryland. 

Tiller, who signed only three from in-state, made an important 
catch in lowa, where he found Kyle Orton, SuperPrep’s No. 3 QB. 
Fellow QB signee Mike Rhinehart (6-5, 235) could be a very good 
TE if he gets tired of competing with the better-regarded Orton. 


SE) Arkansas 


Previous six-year rank (34, 25, 49, 47, 35, 36) 

The Hogs snuck up on the recruiting world, signing Ahmad 
Carroll, SuperPrep’s No. 2 DB (and No. 9, regardless of position), 
thereby disappointing Florida State and Georgia. 

Arkansas really scored at running back, signing four talented 
players including Elite 50 player De’Arrius Howard. 

Elsewhere, the Hogs signed Shawn Andrews, SuperPrep’s 
No. 3 OL, and coach Houston Nutt helped himself in particular at LB 
(Jeb Huckeba and Pierre Brown are both All-Americans), QB (Matt 
Jones, Tarvaris Jackson) and DB (JC transfer Marvin Jackson, 
Lerinezo Robinson). 


“ sc: Southern California 


Previous six-year rank (11, 14, 16, 15, 5, 9) 

The big story for the Trojans was the signing of DL Shaun 
Cody, grabbing him from the grip of Notre Dame, UCLA and Wash- 
ington. 

New coach Pete Carroll made a strong impression on the 
recruiting trail, as the Trojans landed seven SuperPrep All-Ameri- 
cans, including two QBs (Matt Leinart and Billy Hart), as well as DL 
Jason Wardlow. DLs Ray Tago and Mike Patterson help give USC 
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one of the nation’s elite D-line groups. 

SuperPrep All-Americans WR Willie Buchanon, RB Darryl 
Poston and LB Austin Jackson provide skill, versatility and 
toughness. 

Fantastic All-American LB Marvin Simmons signed late with 
the Trojans on March 21, and could play a significant role as a 
freshman if he meets academic standards. 


0% 2 a 


Previous six-year rank (18, 16, 44, 25, 11, 25) 

Prime-time QBs came from all over: Damarius Bilbo (Miss.), 
Rahshan Johnson (Ohio) and Dawan Landry (Louisiana). 
Remember, A.J. Suggs transferred from Tennessee, too. 

These guys can all run defenses into the ground, and 
SuperPrep ranked Bilbo (also a professional baseball prospect) as 
the nation’s 11th best QB. 

Only six of Tech’s signees are from in-state, but they should- 
n't be overlooked, especially smart, versatile DB Reuben Houston. 
Big RB Brian Johnson (6-3, 240) comes in behind five new O- 
liners, but George O'Leary missed on the runner he most coveted, 
J.R. Lemon, who signed with Stanford. 


21 Penn State 


Previous six-year rank (6, 30, 11, 2, 1, 6) 

Joe Paterno signed five of Pennsylvania's top 17 and one of 
the top three, SuperPrep Elite 50 pick Charles Rush, a defensive 
lineman. Rush, along with late decision-maker OL Tyler Reed, gave 
the old master a fantastic finish and crucial victories over Michigan. 

But the Wolverines still signed three of Pennsylvania’s top six 
prospects, LB Leon Williams de-committed to Miami and the nation’s 
No. 1 RB, Kevin Jones, also from in-state, picked Virginia Tech. 

PSU returned the favor by beating out Frank Beamer for Elite 
50 QB/DB Michael Robinson. The Nittany Lions didn’t start out as 
fast as in recent years, but finished quicker, signing five SuperPrep 
All-Americans, but no big-time RB. 


22 Kansas State 


Previous six-year rank (46, 28, 32, 23, 43, 37) 

K-State’s class has four SuperPrep All-Americas — RB 
Carlos Alsup, OL Ray Green, WR Jerome Janet and Elite 50 FB 
Ayo Saba from New Jersey. 

But where Bill Snyder often separates himself from the 
competition is through recruiting junior colleges. He signed six from 
SuperPrep’s Elite Juco 100 team, and a total of 10. He has a knack 
for finding superior talent; QB Mark Dunn (No. 13) and WR Taco 
Wallace (No. 48) are the most highly regarded in this class. 

Other prep players who come in with high expectations are 
Kansas City LB Scott Edmonds, Texas DB/WR Cedric Williams 
and smallish Kansas RB Darren Sproles (5-7, 170, 4.4). 


& 23 | North Carolina State 


Previous six-year rank (UR, UR, 47, UR, 38, 47) 

Longtime Florida State assistant coach Chuck Amato, in his 
second season with the Wolfpack, is making good use of all his 
Florida connections. 

He went to his old stompin’ grounds and brought back 10 
Floridians in this class, most notably CB/RB Tramain Hall, QB Jay 
Davis and WR Sterling Hicks. 

Alabama LB Avery Gibson and Missouri OL Jed Paulsen 
are other superior out-of-state additions. The best in-staters are LB 
Kenny Covington, WR Dovonte Edwards and RB Lamont Reid. 

This is a very well-balanced class headed by five SuperPrep 
All-Americans, with nine of the signees headed for the trenches and 
the remainder set for skill slots. 


GBI iscoria 


Previous six-year rank (42, 10, 5, 33, 17, 22) 
SuperPrep’s No. 1 ranked QB D.uJ. Shackle is joined by 17 
other Georgians, including SuperPrep All-Americans LB Marquise 


Elmore, DL Darrius Swain (a Miami de-commit) and OL Russ 
Tanner. 

New coach Mark Richt, a former Florida State assistant, also 
turned the tables on Florida by convincing in-state WR Fred Gibson 
to change his mind in favor of his new regime. 

Although this class looks fantastic in the trenches, the key is 
Shockley, a lifetime ‘Dawg fan with the athleticism to reverse 
Georgia's fortunes in the rival games. 

In all, this class proved that Richt’s decision to retain recruit- 
ing coordinator Rodney Garner was well-considered. 


AEE] Wisconsin 


Previous six-year rank (22, 47, 27, 30, 21, 14) 

For a power running outfit, these guys sure know how to 
recruit WRs, and Jonathan Orr from Michigan is just one of four 
(Oshkosh’s Darrin Charles goes 6-6, 190) who are bringing their 
talent to Madison. 

SuperPrep All-Americans DL Anttaj Hawthorne (Conn.), DB 
Brett Bell (Ill), OL Matt Lawrence (Del.), DB Johnny Sylvain 
(N.J.) and Orr headline a class that shows off Barry Alvarez's 
national reach. 

Alvarez also likes to recruit California — he had nine from 
the Golden State on his team last season — and he signed three 
more, including Los Angeles QB Devin Hollins (6-1, 185, 4.6). 
Everyone else wanted Hollins as an athlete, but Alvarez promised 
to give him a shot at QB. 

Fourteen SuperPrep All-Regionals from Florida, New York, 
Texas, Wisconsin, Illinois, Hawaii, Ohio and lowa also dot the 
landscape — not one of them a ballcarrier. That's strange. 
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101 for 2001 3. 
Or Keith Carter 6-5,250 Downingtown, PA UCLA 


Kyle Ealey 6-7,255  Westchester-St. Joseph, IL Michigan 
Pat Estes 6-7,245  Richmond-Benedictine, VA Virginia 
Marcus Spears 6-5,270 Baton Rouge-Southern Lab, LA LSU 


Offensive Linemen 


Lorenzo Alexander 6-3,275 — Berkeley-St. Mary's, CA California 
Bob Cleary 6-7,275 Lake Elsinore-Temescal Canyon, CA UCLA 
Blake Larsen 6-7,295 Atlantic, IA lowa 
Quarterbacks Mark LeVoir 6-7, 290 Eden Prairie, MN Notre Dame 
Joseph Addai 6-2,190  Houston-Sharpstown, TX LSU Tyler Reed 6-5, 305 — Pittsburgh-Jefferson, PA Penn St 
Derek Anderson  6-6,225 + Scappoose, OR Oregon St Jonathan Scott 6-8,280 Dallas Carter, TX Texas 
Brett Basanez 6-2,187 Arlington Heights-St. Viator, IL Northwestern Chris Spencer 6-4,305  Madison-Central, MS Ole Miss 
Kellen Clemens 6-2, 200 Burns, OR Oregon Andrew Whitworth 6-8,300 West Monroe, LA LSU 
Brodie Croyle 6-3, 200 Rainbow City-Westbrook Chr., AL Alabama Ben Wilkerson 6-4,265 Hemphill, TX LSU 
Owen Daniels 6-4, 200 Naperville-Central, IL Wisconsin 
Justin Holland 6-4, 185 Lakewood-Bear Creek, CO Colorado St - 
Cecil Howard 6-3,190 McKeesport, PA Syracuse Defensive Ends 
Matt Leinart 6-5,210 Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA USC ; ; 
Russell Lovett 6-3, 205 _Brighton-Horizon, CO Colorado Reggie Arden 6-5, 225 Ironton, OH Ohio State 
Joe Mauer 6-4,210 St. Paul-Cretin-Durham, MN Florida St Shaun Cody 6-5, 240 Los Altos, CA USC 
Adrian McPherson 6-4,180 — Bradenton-Southeast, FL Florida St George Gause 6-4, 235 Conway, SC South Carolina 
Kyle Orton 6-4,200 — Runnells-Southeast Polk, |A Purdue Zachary Giles 6-4,275 Marshfield, MA Notre Dame 
Casey Paus 6-4, 200 New Lenox-Lincoln Way, IL Washington Pat Massey 6-7,240 — Cleveland-St. Ignatius, OH Michigan 
Bryan Randall 6-2,195  Williamsburg-Bruton, VA Virginia Tech 


Don (D.J.) Shockley 6-0, 180 Riverdale-North Clayton, GA Georgia Defensive Linemen 


Ee  _ 
Running Backs Titus Adams 6-4,275  Omaha-Creighton Prep, NE Nebraska 


Kelly Baraka 6-1, 185  Portage-Northern, Ml Michigan ies tetany aed on aa tart 
Michael Bell 6-1,193  Tolleson-Union, AZ Arizona Dear SS et f Mes au 
Cedric Benson 5-11, 200  Midland-Lee. TX Texas Tommy Harris 6-3,300 _ Killeen-Ellison, TX Oklahoma 
Brandon Brokaw 6-3, 225 Morrisville, PA Boston College Marquise Hill 6-7, 290 New Orleans-De La Salle, LA LSU 
Jabari Davis 5-8,225 Tucker, GA Tennessee Jeff Littlejohn 6-3, 285 Gaffney, SC Miami 

Ty Ericks 6-2,220 — Seattle-O'Dea, WA Washington Charles Rush 6-3,275 — Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA Penn State 
Maurice Hall 5-10, 180  Columbus-Brookhaven, OH Ohio St Leon Williams 6-4, 230 — Brooklyn-Canarsie, NY Miami 
Tramain Hall §-10,185 Deerfield Beach, FL NC State 

Cedric Houston 6-0,200 Clarendon, AR Tennessee : 

De’Arrius Howard  6-2,205 = West Memphis, AR Arkansas Linebackers 

Stephen Jackson 6-1,210 _—_Las Vegas-El Dorado, NC Oregon St Michael Craven 6-2, 220  Westminster-LaQuinta, CA Stanford 
Kevin Jones 6-1,215  Springfield-Cardinal O'Hara, PA Va Tech Chauncey Davis 6-2,225 Auburndale, FL FSU 


JR. Lemon 6-2, 215 Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA Stanford Marquis Elmore 6-4,225 — Folkston-Charlton County., GA Georgia 
Damien Nash 5-11, 185 St. Louis-Riverview Garden, MO — Missouri Corey Mays 6-1,235  Chicago-Morgan Park, IL Notre Dame 


be i gaa AL Uae gene age. Matt Roth 6-4,240 Villa Park-Willowbrook, IL lowa 
Seymore Shaw 6-0,200 Shawnee, OK Oklahoma we 3 ? 
Eric Shelton 6-3, 235 — Lexington-Bryan Station, KY Florida St Lemarcus Rowell 6-4, 220 Opelika, AL ised 


" reine rae Marvin Simmons  6-0,220 —_ Long Beach-Poly, CA USC 
David Underwood 5-11,219 Madisonville, TX Michigan oes 
Morris Virgil 5-11,185 Urbana, IL Illinois Kevin Simon 5-11, 220 Concord-De La Salle, CA Tennessee 


Carnell Williams 6-0, 195 Etowah, AL Auburn Pierre Woods 6-6, 225 Cleveland-Glenville, OH Michigan 


Wide Receivers Defensive Backs 


Carlos Campbell 6-0, 180 Hampton, VA Notre Dame Brett Bell 6-0,185  Wheaton-Warrensville So. IL Wisconsin 
Angelo Chattams 5-11, 180 Dayton-Chaminade, OH Ohio St Robert Boulware 5-11, 180 —Charlotte-Vance, NC Tennessee 
Michael Clayton 6-4, 195 Baton Rouge-Christian Life, LA a4 : Ahman Carroll 6-0,193  Atlanta-Douglass, GA Arkansas 
elle Mel le Dig ha LIA corgi Jerome Carter 6-1,205 Lake City-Columbia, FL Florida St 
Roscoe Crosby 6-2,195 Union, SC f Clemson Quan Cosby 5-10.180 Mart, TX Texas 
alles Cure Tous Colaba een Renee cere C.J. Fayton 6-2,180 Virginia Beach-Princess Anne, VA_ Tennessee 
Mee SES Uy eee ene Nenged Marlin Jackson 6-1, 180 _Sharon, PA Michigan 
Larry Fitzgerald 6-3, 205 Richfield-Holy Angels, MN Pittsburgh D Joh 6 4. 10M Fi Mel Th ‘denise 
fi akoyanl are ee Dominic Robinson 62187 Diamond Bar, CA Frida St 
Lynzell Jackson 3, empe-Union, ta rey f Hane 
Montrell Jones 6-2, 190 —_Louisville-Male, KY Tennessee eke BN ip la oi FL soa 
Anthony Mix 6-4,210 Bay Minette-Baldwin County, AL Auburn rest Shazor -3, etroit-King, ichigan 
Robert Strickland 6-4,205 —_ Detroit-Denby, Ml Michigan St Craphonso Thorpe 6-2,180 — Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL Florida St 
Junior Taylor 6-3, 185 Mesa, AZ UCLA Matt Ware 6-4, 195 Los Angeles-Loyola, CA UCLA 
Reggie Williams 6-4,215  Tacoma-Lakes, WA Washington Tymere Zimmerman 6-3,190 — Bennettsville-Marlboro County, SC Clemson 
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—— cme 102 for 2002 


James Banks 6-3, 190 Indianapolis-Ben Davis, IN 

Steven Bright 6-4, 205 Greer-Riverside, SC 

Duwuan Burton 6-5, 230 Charlotte-Olympic, NC 

Mike Duda 6-2, 175 Winnetka-New Trier, IL 

Trent Edwards 6-5, 190 Los Gatos, CA TOP HIGH SCHOOL 
Matt Gutierrez 6-4, 200 Concord-De La Salle, CA 

Reggie McNeal 6-3,185 Lufkin, TX SENIO RS 
Chris Olsen 6-4, 205 Wayne Hills, NJ 

Ben Olson 6-5, 210 Thousand Oaks, CA 

Marcus Vick 6-0, 175 Newport News-Warwick, VA = = 

Vincent Young 6-5, 190 Houston-Madison, TX Offensive Linemen 

Justin Zwick 6-4, 205 Massillon-Washington, OH Benjie Bell 6-5, 275 Statesboro. GA 


Chris Doyle 6-2, 275 Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 


Running Backs Jeff Edwards 6-7,240  Atlanta-Marist, GA 


Mark Farris 6-6, 280 Pittsburgh-North Hills, PA 
Lorenzo Booker 5-11,175  Ventura-St. Bonaventure, CA Davin Joseph 6-3, 270 Hallandale, FL 


Elijah Brooks 6-0, 200 Hyattsville-DeMatha, MD Derek Landri 6-3, 265 Concord-De La Salle, CA 

Brian Calhoun 5-11,190 Oak Creek, WI Jeff Lebby 6-5, 270 Andrews, TX 

Maurice Clarett 6-1, 220 Warren-Harding, OH Fred Matua 6-4, 290 Wilmington-Banning, CA 

Frederick Collins 6-1, 190 Westminster-La Quinta, CA Shadu Moore 6-4, 280 Paterson-Catholic, NJ 

Kenneth Darby 5-11, 185 Huntsville-Butler, AL Bob Morton 6-4, 310 McKinney, TX 

Hershel Dennis 5-11, 190 Long Beach Poly, CA Nathan Rhodes 6-7, 315 Bakersfield-East, CA 

Ciatrick Fason 6-1, 205 Neptune Beach-Fletcher, FL Ruben Riley 6-5, 305 Grand Rapids-Creston,, Ml 

Albert Hardy 5-11, 220 Galena Park, TX Henry Smith 6-4, 275 Aliceville, AL 

David Horne 6-0, 200 Omaha-Central, NE Rob Smith 6-5, 290 Ft. Thomas-Highlands, KY 

Michael Johnson 5-11, 185 | Newport News-Heritage, VA Anthony Wollschlager 6-5, 295 Ft. Lauderdale-St. Thomas 

Tristen (T.A.) McClendon 6-1, 215 Elizabeth City-Albemarle, NC Ey Aquinas, FL 

Reggie Merriweather 5-10, 195 North Augusta, SC Defensive Ends 

Jerious Norwood 6-1, 190 Brandon, MS : 

Ronnie Osborne 6-2,210 Piedmont, OK a ct ae ore =alcane 

ah Phillips 6-2, 205 Belle Mead-Hillsborough, NJ Julian Jenkins 6-5, 220 College Park-Woodward Aca., GA 
edrick Poole 5-10,175 Little Rock-Central, AR Travieileltko 6-6. 255 The Woodlands, TX 

Gerald Riggs, Jr. 6-1, 210 Chattanooga-Red Bank, TN J : 

Malcolm Ruff 6-2, 215 Baltimore-Gilman, MD Defensive Linemen 

Brent Thomas 6-0, 185 Mableston-Pebblebrook, GA 

Nick Turner 5-11, 185  Atlanta-Washington, GA Kedric Golston 6-4, 285 Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA 

Justin Vincent 5-11,190 — Lake Charles-Barbe, LA Willie Henderson 6-7,270  _Memphis-Ridgeway, TN 

Jawan Walker 6-0,185  Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA Marco Martin 6-4, 290 Mesquite, TX 


Selvin Young 5-10,175  Houston-Jersey Village, TX Quinn Pitcock 6-4, 285 Piqua, OH F 
J.R. Zwierzynski 6-3, 215 Joliet Catholic, IL Doug Planchard 6-4, 270 Baton Rouge-Catholic, LA 


Anthony Spencer 6-4, 245 Ft. Wayne-Bishop Luers, IN 
Manuel Wright 6-6, 290 Long Beach Poly, CA 


Wide Receivers Linebackers 


Jason Avant 6-3, 195 Chicago-Carver, IL ; : 
vf 2 H 
Ike Chekwa 6-2,185 Marrero-Arch Bishop Shaw, LA pa ay a Weaaridecutian ve 


Jemalle Cornelius 6-1, 170 Ft. Meade, FL Marvin Byrdsong 6-3, 230 Longview, TX 

Roy Hall 6-3, 205 Lyndhurst-Brush, OH Bobby Carpenter 6-3, 230 Lancaster, OH 

John Harris 6-1,185 Americus, GA Reginald Cribbs, Jr. 6-2,225  Chicago-Hubbard, IL 

Marquis Johnson 6-3, 190 Champaign-Centennial, IL Mike D’Andrea 6-3, 230 Avon Lake, OH 

Wali Lundy 6-0, 195 Delran-Holy Cross Drushaun Humphreys 6-3, 235 Toledo-Rogers, OH 

Mario Raley 6-1, 180 Charlotte-Independence, NC Ricardo Hurley 6-3, 235 Greenwood, SC 

Jejuan Rankins 6-1, 175 Windsor-Bertie, NC Berkley Hutchinson 6-3, 230 Long Beach, NJ 

Nathan Schiccatano 6-3, 215 Catawissa-Southern Columbia, PA Kai Parham 6-3, 230 Virginia Beach-Princess Anne, VA 
Maurice Stovall 6-5, 200 Radnor-Carroll, PA David Richard 6-2, 235 St. Louis-Hazelwood East, MO 


Carl Tabb 6-2, 180 Ann Arbor-Huron, MI Def = B k 
Richard Washington 6-0,175 Ft. Myers, FL erensive Backs 


w Cardan Alexandar New Smyrna Beach, FL 

Tight Ends Larry Brackins ; Dothan, AL 
Michael Cuba Taylor, TX 

R.J. Coleman 6-6, 250 Clarksburg-Robert Byrd, WV Dedrick Harrington Mexico, MO 
Anthony Fasano 6-4, 230 Verona, NJ Kedric Harrington ; Lilington-Western Harnett, NC 
Marcedes Lewis 6-7, 230 Long Beach Poly, CA Kendrick Muckelroy Hallsville, TX 
Leonard Pope 6-7, 235 Americus, GA Tyler Palko : Imperial-West Allegheny, PA 
Kyle Tatum 6-7, 270 Prattville, AL Pat Watkins i Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL 
Eric Winston 6-7, 280 Midland-Lee, TX Darren Williams ; Clarksdale, MS 
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With a fourth place national finish this year, a first place finish 
in '99 and a fifth place in 2000, the Longhorns have as much talent 
as any school in the country, with the possible exception of Florida 
State. The one constant, and the main reason why the Longhorns 
have become such a recruiting force, is Head Coach Mack Brown. 
This recruiting season Texas went in search of big guys and they 
ended up with the nation's top offensive line haul. 

Heading to Austin will be such notables as Will Allen (6-6, 
285) of Houston; Mike Garcia (6-3, 300) of Houston; Alfio Randall 
(6-6, 300) of Blinn College; Roman Reeves (6-7, 300) of 
Livingston, TX; Jon Scott (6-7, 270) of Dallas; William Winston 
(6-7, 830) of Houston; and Terrance Young (6-6, 340) of 
Longview, TX. These seven players should form the nucleus of an 
outstanding offensive line for the next four years. This impressive 
group of linemen will be blocking for RB Cedric Benson of 
Midland, one of the country's most productive backs. After the 
offensive line, the Longhorns went after secondary help and came 
up big in that position landing QB/DB Quan Cosby of Mart, TX 
who may also be the nation’s premier kickoff and punt returner; 
Cedric Griffin of San Antonio; Anthony Johnson of Jefferson, 
TX; Aaron Ross of Tyler; Rufus Harris of La Porte; and Braden 
Johnson of Euless. 

Derrick Johnson, a 6-4, 200-pound LB from Waco is one of the 
state's top defenders, as is ILB Yamil LeBron (6-2, 240) of Killeen. 
Two-way standout Eric Hall (6-3, 240) of Clarksville, TN, can play DE, 
LB or FB. Texas needed backup help at QB and got it with the signing 
of Matt Nordgren (6-5, 210) of Dallas and Kendal Briles of Frenship. 

Headliner: Record-setting RB Cedric Benson is a three- 
time All-State selection. He's should contribute as a true freshman. 

Sleeper: DB Aaron Ross is a major talent at both RB and 
DB with good size and explosive moves. 

Bottom Line: Combine this year's tremendous group of 
OLs, DBs and LBs with last year's WRs and '99's defensive stand- 
outs and the Longhorns have put themselves in position to battle 
for the national title this coming season. 


= Oklahoma 


The Sooners have once again become a major player in the Lone 
Star recruiting scene. This year they owe a great amount of their suc- 
cess to their Texas recruiting, not to mention their national title. The 
Sooners went into the recruiting season looking for defensive help, par- 
ticularly along the line and signed one of the nation's top DL prospects 
in Tommie Harris of Killeen, TX, beating out Texas for this super 280- 
pounder. They also inked Bret Ray! of Lewisville, TX; Jon Jackson of 
Houston, who can play DE or LB; and Dusty Dvoracek of Dallas. 

Oklahoma's linebackers are the second best unit in the coun- 


try led by Mike Wilson of Tulsa; Gabe Toomey of Des Moines, IA; 
Russell Dennison of Weatherford, TX; and Fred Fleeks of 
Navasota, TX. They also secured secondary help by signing Eric 
Bassey of Garland, TX; Justin Williams of Memphis, TN; and DB 
Bobby Klinck of Jenks. It was not a particularly great year for tal- 
ent in Oklahoma, but the Sooners got everyone they went after 
including Klinck; RB Kejuan Jones of Jenks; WR Jowahn Poteat 
of Ardmore; OT Jacob Hagar (6-6, 240) from Perry; and Seymore 
Shaw, a 6-0, 210-pound RB from Shawnee. 

This class was also enhanced by signing JC All-American OLs 
Clint Werth (6-6, 280) and Jon Hawk (6-6, 320) both of Garden City 
CC. Perhaps the player with the highest ceiling on his potential is RB 
Donta Hickson, a 5-10, 190-pounder from McKinney, TX, who has 
averaged over 10 yards per carry during his prep career. The Sooner 
coaching staff is expecting big things from TE James Moses (6-3, 
225) of Houston and standout QB Brent Rawls (6-5, 190) of 
Shreveport, LA who spent the majority of his prep career backing up 
former Prep Football Report A.A. Brock Berlin. Another great addi- 
tion is Brandon Jones (6-3, 205) of Liberty Eylau, the top WR in 
Texas. This class was rounded out by one of the nation's premier PK 
prospects in Michael Northern of Houston, TX. 


Freshmen of Influence 


De'Arrius Howard 6-0, 220 W.Memphis,AR Arkansas 
Ben Wilkerson 6-4, 265 Hemphill, TX LSU 
Cedric Houston 6-0, 206 Claredon, AR Tennessee 
Tommie Harris 6-3, 277 Killeen, TX Oklahoma 
Quan Cosby 5-10,180 Mart, TX Texas 
Cedric Benson 5-11,198 Midland, TX Texas 
Mark Anderson 6-7, 260 Lewistown, MT Stanford 
Russell Lovett 6-3, 205 Brighton, CO Colorado 
Joseph Addai 6-0, 200 Houston, TX LSU 
David Underwood 5-11,220 Madisonville, TX Michigan 
Jon Scott 6-8, 280 Dallas, TX Texas 
Titus Adams 6-3, 275 Omaha, NE Nebraska 
Jerome Janet 6-0, Tulsa, OK Kansas State 
Justin Holland 6-3, Lakewood, CO Colorado State 
Seymore Shaw 6-1, Shawnee, OK Oklahoma 
Blake Larsen 6-7, Atlantic, 1A lowa 
Kyle Orton 6-4, Runnells, IA Purdue 
Mike Stuntz 6-2, Council Bluffs, 1A Nebraska 
Tom Derricks 6-0, Dallas, TX Northwestern 
Armon Dorrough 6-2, Lancaster, TX Texas Tech 
Derrick Johnson _—6-4, Waco, TX Texas 
Jon Jackson 6-4, Galena Park, TX Oklahoma 
Drew Shader 6-5, Denver, CO Colorado 
Marques Simmons 5-10.180 Davenport, IA Nebraska 
Jami Hightower 6-3, 307 Jacksonville, TX Texas A&M 
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Headliner: Tommie Harris is a 6-3, 280-pound defensive 
standout with exceptionally quick feet, great strength and outstand- 
ing body control who is one of the nation's top five DL prospects. 

Sleeper: Mike Wilson is a 6-2, 215-pound linebacker who 
has the potential to be one of the country's best. However, there is 
a chance he may choose to play professional baseball. 

Bottom Line: Normally it takes one full year to see what 
effect the national title has on a recruiting class. Pity the rest of the 
Big 12 next year when the Sooners are able to use the prestige of 


national title. 


Nebraska did a great job recruiting the West landing a couple 
of super talented DBs in Antwon Guidry of San Jose and Randy 
Landingham of Sonora. Another super out-of-state CB prospect is 
Danieal Manning of Corsicana, TX. This class is loaded with 
exceptional defensive players, including DB Phil Bland of 
Lafayette, CO; DL Jared Helming (6-4, 275) of Springfield, MO; DL 
LeKevin Smith (6-3, 295) of Macon, GA; LB Barrett Ruud (6-2, 
220) of Lincoln; and the state's top player Titus Adams, a DL from 
Omaha. This 6-4, 285-pounder is a tremendous run stopper with 
big-time balance and agility. The Cornhuskers DL signees of 
Adams, Helming and Smith ranks 5th in the nation. 

Although this is most certainly a defensive class, Nebraska did 
not neglect offense, landing two of the Midlands top QBs in Mike 
McLaughlin of Omaha and Mike Stuntz of Council Bluffs, IA. They 
also landed Marques Simmons, an RB with blazing speed from 
Davenport, IA. Another major signee was WR Clifford Brye, a juco 
A.A. from Hutchinson, KS. RB Cory Ross of Denver, CO, is a 
major talent as both an RB and punt and kickoff returner. 

Headliner: Titus Adams of Omaha Creighton Prep, is 
considered to be one of the nation's premier DL prospects — super 
run-stopper with outstanding initial quickness. 

Sleeper: Randy Landingham is a prototype CB with great 
size, explosive moves and tremendous range. 

Bottom Lime: Head Coach Frank Solich and the 
Cornhuskers staff once again cleaned out the state of Nebraska 
and did an excellent job in the nearby states of Missouri, lowa and 
Colorado. 


Al M Texas A&M 


This season the Aggies had several head-to-head battles with 
the Longhorns and Sooners and more than held their own with the 
state's blue chip talent. The Aggies wanted OL and DL talent and 
were extremely successful at both positions. The DLs heading to 
College Station are Thomas Carriger (6-4, 260) of Skidmore; 
David Ross (6-3, 240) from Forney; Donny Stringer (6-6, 240) of 
Garland; Johnny Jolly (6-3, 260) of Houston; and DL Lawrence 
Hooper (6-3, 260) of Aldine. 

On the offensive side, the big name was Jami Hightower, 
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a 6-3, 300-pound OL from Jacksonville with enormous potential. 
They also landed Cole Smith (6-4, 280) of Fort Worth and 
Dominique Steamer (6-5, 300) of Temple. A&M went in search of 
DB prospects and came up with some of the best in the Southwest 
including FS Jarvis Mays (6-3, 185) of Dallas; Jaxson Appel of 
Friendswood; Ronald Jones, a speedster from Dallas; and Byron 
Jones (5-10, 180) of Bay City, one of the nation's finest CB 
prospects. Quarterback Jason Carter of Caldwell is not the biggest 
signal caller around, but certainly one of the more athletic. Another 
player with All-American potential is Derek Farmer, a 6-0, 190- 
pound RB from Tyler who possesses exceptional moves and great 
strength. Another major catch was WR/DB Terrence Thomas of 
Houston, one of the city's top punt and kickoff returners. 

Headliner: Jami Hightower was considered to be one of 
the country's premier offensive linemen. He's an exceptional run 
blocker blessed with great quickness, tremendous strength and out- 
standing body control. 

Sleeper: Terrence Thomas of Houston Washington, Texas 
is a “Jack of all trades" and can play WR, DB or RB. One of the 
fastest players in south Texas. 

Bottom Lime: Head Coach R.C. Slocum and the staff 
filled their needs extremely well and have signed several players 
who should contribute early in their careers. 


Sr 


Signing a great JC class, the Wildcats also managed to land a few 
blue chip prep players, including WR Jerome Janet (6-0, 190) of Tulsa, 
OK, a sprinter with great hands; DL Scott Edmonds, a 6-4, 225- 
pounder who they took away from Boston College at the last minute; big 
OL Ray Green (6-7, 340) of Junction City, KS; DL Derek Marso (6-3, 
270) of Spring Valley, CA; and WR Cedric Williams of Jefferson, TX. 

Juco signees that could make this class special are A.A. Marc 
Dunn (6-4, 205) of Ricks (ID) CC, a strong-armed signal caller with 
great potential; DL Henry Bryant (6-1, 255) of Garden City (KS) CC, 
who could be an immediate contributor; WR Chavez Donnings (6-0, 
180) of Butler; (KS) CC who was the nation’s top juco punt and kickoff 
retumer; the nation's top JC punter Rick Gerla of Blinn (TX) JC; DL 
Allen Reese (5-11, 280) from Hutchinson (KS) CC; DB Bobby 
Walker of Trinity Valley (TX) CC; WR Lawrence Wallace (6-1, 190) 
of Mt. San Antonio (CA) CC; DL Corey White (6-3, 285), one of the 
top JC DT prospects in the country from Navarro (TX) JC; and OL 
Dralinn Burks (6-4, 305) from Trinity Valley (TX) CC. Big things are 
also expected of prep RB Ayo Saba (6-0, 260) of Blackwood, NJ. 

Headliner: Jerome Janet is a game breaker who caught 
77 passes for over 900 yards and 10 scores as a junior. He's also 
been timed in a 10.5 100-meters. 

Sleeper: JC QB Marc Dunn is a little known, but very athlet- 
ic signal caller with a super strong arm and outstanding awareness. 

Bottom Lime: No one recruits the junior colleges like the 
Wildcats and this year was no exception. Without a doubt, the 
strength of this year's class lies with the JC recruits. 
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AD = Colorado 


The Colorado coaching staff did a great job in-state signing 
just about every top prospect they went after, only loosing a couple 
to Nebraska. But, it was just an average year for talent in-state so 
they again ventured into Texas, California and the junior colleges. 
In-state the #1 prospect was QB Russell Lovett (6-3, 220) of 
Thornton. Others included OL Gary Moore (6-7, 350) of Aurora, 

a huge tackle with quick feet; DL Jahi Green (6-3, 220) of Aurora; 
OL Drew Shader (6-3, 285) of Denver; and WR Deric Wilhite 
(6-3, 200) of Pueblo. 

The Buffaloes’ staff is extremely high on Texas recruits OL 
Clint O'Neal, a 6-6, 290-pounder from Fort Worth; DL McKenzie 
Tilmon (6-3, 285) of Irving; and LB Lee Foliaki (6-2, 220) of 
Euless. Quarterback Roger Hodge (6-0, 180) of El Camino (CA) 
CC was considered to be the top QB prospect in the juco ranks. 
Another JC All-American heading to Boulder will be DL DeAndre 
Fluellen (6-1, 300) of Northeastern Oklahoma A&M. Chris Brown 
a 6-3, 225-pound RB from Fort Scott, KS CC is a JC back with 
enormous potential. Another super athlete signed by the Buffaloes 
was Brandon Caesar, a 6-1, 195-pound two-way player from Avon 
Old Farms Prep School in Connecticut. 

Headlimer: Quarterback Russell Lovett of Thornton 
Horizon, Colorado was the state's #1 prospect and a prep version 
of Donovan McNabb. He's a 6-3, 220-pounder with 4.5 speed and 
a bright future. 

Sleeper: |t was a great year for offensive linemen in the 
state of Texas and big 6-6, 300-pound Clint O'Neal of Fort Worth 
Weatherford, Texas certainly ranks as one of the very best. The 
Buffaloes love his size and potential 

Bottom Lime: Colorado did a great job of recruiting their 
needs at the QB, RB, OL and DL positions despite it being a less 
than average year for blue chip talent in-state. 


Even with their success on the field, lowa State again found it 
tough to recruit in-state so they headed to Texas and California, 
and again did a masterful job recruiting the junior colleges. The 
Lone Star standouts heading to Ames are RB Ellis Hobbs (5-10, 
170) of DeSoto; DB B.J. Johnson of DeSoto; OL Gerald Johnson 
(6-3, 280) of Alief; DL Dee Monfort (6-4, 250) of Bartlett; WR 
Steve Paris (6-1, 180) of Houston; blue chip TE Rashaad 
Rasberry (6-4, 230) of Missouri City; and OL Joe Johnson (6-3 
280) of Alief. 

The Cyclones are also excited about their junior college haul, 
particularly the players from California. That group is led by WR 
David Banks-Bursey of West Los Angeles CC; DL Beau 
Coleman (6-2, 235) of Southwestern CC; DL Kevin Hines (6-1, 
282) of Fresno City CC; QB Dustin Ochs (6-3, 200) of San 
Bernardino Valley CC; and another super JC QB prospect 
Seneca Wallace (6-2, 190) from Sacramento City JC. Another 
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player heading to Ames with a lot of talent is juco WR Lance 
Young (6-0, 185) of Coffeyville (KS) JC. A couple of other prep 
players of note are RB Brian Thompson, a 5-9, 180-pounder 
from Plantation, FL with 4.4 speed; DL Cephus Johnson (6-2, 
230) of Palm Beach Gardens (FL); and super quick LB Brandon 
Brown (6-1, 220) of Houston, TX. 

Headlimer: Quarterback Seneca Wallace ranks as one of 
the nation's premier JC signal callers. This 6-2, 190-pounder is a 
complete player who can run and throw. 

Sleeper: RB Ellis Hobbs got a bad wrap because of his 
size (5-8, 165). However, on film he produces, showing excellent 
speed, balance, moves and surprising strength. 

Bottom Lime: Head Coach Dan McCarey should have 
received Coach of the Year honors after leading the Cyclones to 
a 9-3 season and a bowl win. The Cyclones class has been in the 
top 50 over the past four years. This year the class fits in perfectly. 


The Tigers adjusted to the coaching change nicely and 
came up with a quality class loaded with tremendous athletes 
and headed by RB Damien Nash, a 5-11, 195-pounder from 
East St. Louis, IL. They were also able to get RB Derrick Ming, 
a 6-0, 230-pounder from Webster Grove, back in the fold after 
he had earlier committed to Kansas and super fast DB Tyrone 
Roberson, a 5-10, 185-pounder from St. Louis, who had previ- 
ously committed to Illinois. Combine those players with RB 
Quincy Wade of St. Louis; DB/QB Arnold Britt (6-2, 180) of St. 
Louis; and DB Orlando Gooden of Cahokia, IL, and the in-state 
recruiting effort doesn't look too bad. 

Another player the Tigers turned around after committing to 
Illinois was DB A.J. Kincade of St. Louis. The Tigers ventured 
into the Lone Star State and came up with quality athletes like 
DB Marcus King of Irving; DB Justin Scott of Aleif; DB Jason 
Simpson of The Woodlands; super fast WR Thomson Omboga 
(6-2, 180) of Grand Prairie; and WR Kalvin Washington of 
Lancaster. The Tigers' staff is also excited about WR Sean 
Coffey (6-6, 205) of Cleveland, one of the top offensive players 
in Ohio, and juco A.A. TE Ben Fredrickson (6-4, 250) of Orange 
Coast (CA) CC. 

Headlimer: RB Damien Nash was the Missouri Player of 
the Year as a junior. He crossed the river to play in Illinois as a 
senior and did not skip a beat. He averaged close to 10 yards per 
carry each of the past two years and is one of the most explosive 
players in the nation. 

Sleeper: DB Tyrone Roberson can run a 10.5 100-meters 
and should see action at either WR or CB this fall. 

Bottom Lime: Back in December things did not look 
good recruiting wise for the Tigers. Head Coach Larry Smith had 
just been fired and it took them a couple of weeks to find his 
replacement. When new Head Coach Gary Pinkel was finally 
hired things really started to pick up and the Tigers finished with 
a quality class. 
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This recruiting season the Red Raiders hit the JC ranks hard 
and came away with such two-year standouts as RB Loliki 
Bongo-Wanga (6-0, 200) of Hartnell (CA) CC; DB Jose Hanson 
(5-10, 175) of El Camino (CA) CC; DL Rodney McKinney (6-2, 
285) of Mississippi Delta CC; WR Anton Paige (6-5, 205), from 
Northwest Mississippi CC; DB Josh Rangel (6-2, 200) of Mount 
San Antonio CC; DB Ricky Sailor (5-11, 190) of Butte (CA) CC; 
and DL Josh Ratliff (6-3, 240) of Butte (CA) CC. 

In-state the Red Raiders landed two five-star prep standouts 
in DB DeWayne Brandon, a 6-3, 190-pounder from Temple with 
tremendous range and hitting ability; and one of the nation's pre- 
mier WR prospects, Armon Dorrough (6-1, 170) of Lancaster. 
They also signed several other in-state players including QB Cody 
Hodges (6-1, 190) of Hereford; OL Bryan Kegans (6-5, 300) of 
Stephenville; DB Ivory McCann of Houston; and big OL E.J. 
Whitley (6-3, 300) of Texas City. 

Headlimer: DeWayne Brandon (6-3, 190) was consid- 
ered the top FS prospect in the Lone Star State. He's an aggres- 
sive, rangy performer with explosive moves to the ball. 

Sleeper: Armon Dorrough is one of the most explosive 
wide receivers in the country. This season he caught 66 passes 
for 925 yards and 12 TDs. 

Bottom Lime: The Red Raiders again stayed in-state 
for their prep signees and coaxed several out-of-state JC tal- 
ents to Lubbock. Blending of the two groups makes for one out- 
standing class. 


wr Kansas 


Jayhawk Head Coach Terry Allen did an outstanding job 
recruiting the junior colleges and the high schools. The Kansas 
staff expects the JC recruits to make an immediate impact and are 
extremely high on OL John Harvey (6-6, 310) from Mesa (AZ) CC; 
DB Remuise Johnson of Garden City (KS) CC; OL Danny Lewis 
(6-5, 300) of Phoenix (AZ) CC ; All-American JC Jawad Pearson 
(6-5, 300) of Chaffey (CA) CC; Brock Teddleton (6-6, 330) of 
Coffeyville (KS) CC; and All-American linebackers Leo Etienne 
(6-0, 215) and Greg Cole (6-3, 235) of Hutchinson (KS) CC. 

Prep standouts heading to Lawrence include RB Robert 
Sanders of Killeen Ellison, Texas; blue chip DB Johnny Watkins of 
Kirkwood, MO; underrated DL Tim Allen (6-2, 260) of Dallas Carter, 
TX; LB Anthony Brown of Grandview; DB Banks Floodman (6-3, 
200) of Wichita Collegiate; and one of the state of Kansas' top three 
prospects in Greg Heaggans, a WR from Kansas City Schlagle. 

Headliner: WR Greg Heaggans (6-1, 185) is a steady 
player with deceptive speed, great hands and tremendous concen- 
tration. He averaged close to 20 yards per catch. 

Sleeper: DB Johnny Watkins missed part of the 2000 season 
due to injuries and therefore didn't receive the kind of recognition his 
ability warrants. 

Bottom Lime: The Jayhawks got their share of prep talent, 


but it was their junior college recruits that put this class over the 
top. Look for at least five or six of them to break into the starting 
lineup this fall. 


BaeP 

The Cowboys were one of several schools who changed coach- 
es in mid-rectuiting this past winter, and it definitely effected their ability to 
recruit in-state. However, they still inked a few quality local products like 
DL Corey Curtis, a 6-4, 250-pounder from Owasso; TE Billy Bajema 
(6-5, 240) of Oklahoma City; and DB Chase Holland from Oklahoma 
City Heritage Hall. The Cowboys also landed three of the nation's premier 
junior college recruits in DB Kobina Amoo, a speedster from 
Northeastem Oklahoma; WR John Lewis (5-11, 185) from Hinds (MS) 
JC, one of the nation’s most productive receivers; and DL Khreem 
Smith, a 6-3, 245-pound pass rusher from Garden City (KS) CC. A cou- 
ple of out-of-state recruits worth mentioning are LB Trumain Carroll 
(6-5, 210) of Fort Bend, TX and RB Greg Jones of Carrollton, TX. 

Headliner: TE Billy Bajema from Oklahoma City 
Westmoore has the size, speed (4.7), strength and body control to 
make it big at either tight end or defensive end. 

Sleeper: WR Brandon Verrett of Jasper, TX is a well-kept 
secret. The scouts love his size, explosive moves and sure hands. 

Bottom Lime: When you combine the coaching change 
and the great success that the Oklahoma Sooners had this past 
season, you can understand why the Cowboys fell a little bit short 
with their in-state recruiting. However, new Head Coach Les Miles 
is known for his aggressive recruiting style and big things are 
expected next recruiting season. 


By 


High school wise the Bears stayed exclusively in the state of Texas 
landing such Lone Star blue chippers as huge Quinton Outland (6-5, 
330) of LaPorte; All-Everything OL Abe Robinson (6-7, 280) of Jersey 
Village, considered one of the nation's premier offensive linemen; one of 
the country's most underrated signal callers, Davon Vinson (6-4, 210) 
of Kilgore; RB Eron Haynes of Borger; and DL Eric Jackson (6-5, 
280) of Dennison. The Bears prep signees are good, but this class will 
be shaped by its juco signees which include LB Greg Wade (6-3, 230) 
of Georgia Military Academy; OL Antoine Murphy (6-4, 330) of 
Harper (IL), CC; All-American DL Shaun Jackson (6-3, 240) of 
Grossmont (CA) CC; Charles Bungert (6-8, 350) of Moorpark (CA) 
JC and DL Jason Geter (6-5, 300) of Georgia Military Academy. 

Headliner: The Bears did a great job of pulling OL Abe 
Robinson away from the Texas Longhorns. This 6-7, 280-pounder 
played TE in high school, but has the long arms, quick feet and 
size to become an All-American OT in college. 

Sleeper: QB Devon Vinson (6-4, 210) has impressed every- 
one with his ability to scramble, his arm strength and leadership skills. 

Bottom Lime: This group compares favorably to last 
year's outstanding class and is a great combination of juco and 
prep talent. At least five of the players have All-American potential. 

— byTom Lemming/Prep Football Report 
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he old rule says you don't pick 

against the defending national 

champion, especially when that 
defending national champion is capable of 
being just as good as the year before. 

Forget the rules. There are none here. 

It simply is Texas’ time to win the Big 12 
... and perhaps make a run at the national 
championship. 

Sorry, Oklahoma. 

No doubt, it's hard to pick against a well- 
coached Sooner team that is loaded, even 
without star quarterback Josh Heupel. But 
Texas, with outstanding veteran talent culled 
from three straight national top-five recruit- 
ing classes, is primed to make the ultimate 
move up. 

The Longhorns’ string of three consecu- 
tive nine-win seasons is their longest since 
the early 1980s. Of course, that's all very 
nice ... but it's not good enough at Texas, 
where the seat is always hot for coaches. 

It says here that this year — finally — 
Mack Brown will look like the genius he was 
made out to be when he went to Austin 
from North Carolina three years ago. Brown 
has often preached about the slow, steady 
strides Texas has made under his watch. 


Big 12 title game in the appropriate setting 
of Texas Stadium in Irving. 

Why are we so high on the Longhorns? 

Any coach would love to have Brown's 
situation at quarterback, where heralded 
junior Chris Simms will get the nod over 
senior Major Applewhite. Simms essentially 
won the job with three fine performances at 
the end of last season when Applewhite was 
out with a knee injury. If Simms falters even 
the least bit, Brown has a proven winner he 
can turn to in Applewhite. 

Regardless of who's throwing the ball, 
the receiving corps might be the best in the 
country, and it doesn't hurt that four of five 
starting offensive linemen are back. As for 
the defense, these guys can run, run and run 
some more. One other thing: The Longhorns 
have a schedule that does not include 
Nebraska and Kansas State. 

Sure, Oklahoma is going to push the 
Longhorns. Call OU's 63-14 flogging of 
Texas last year a fluke, if you will, but Bob 
Stoops’ national championship was no such 
thing. To repeat, the Sooners first will have 
to find capable replacements in the offensive 
and defensive lines, someone who raises hell 
like the graduated Torrance Marshall did at 


Well, now it's time to win a championship. 
And that's what the Longhorns will do 
when they beat Nebraska in the Dec. 1 


NORTH 
1. Nebraska 


2. Kansas St. 
3. Colorado 
4, Missouri 
5. lowa State 


SOUTH 


1, Texas 

2. Oklahoma 

3. Texas Tech 
4. Texas A&M 
5. Oklahoma St. 


6. Baylor 


GOOD NEWS 
Eight home games, veteran QB, 
solid defensive front 


Solid RBs and LBs, talent at QB, 
great coach 


Rising star at QB, 19 starters back, 
Nebraska game in Boulder 


Experienced QBs and O-line, 
solid LBs 


RB Ennis Haywood returns, OU and 
UT aren't on schedule 


Fine receiving corps, pro prospect 
in DT Nate Dwyer 


Great QB tandem, great receivers, 
defensive speed 


Best-coached team in nation, more 
talent than a year ago 


Everybody knows Mike Leach’s sys- 
tem, better receivers 


QB may be school's best passer 
ever, salty D-line 

QB Aso Pogi real deal, receivers 
improving 


QB Greg Cicero healthy, juco trans- 
fers good 


middle linebacker and, of course, hope either 
Nate Hybl or Jason White is the answer at 
quarterback. 


BAD NEWS 
Right side of O-line untested, 
depth concerns at several spots 


Lost 24-man senior class, DL in 
rebuilding mode 


Mentally fragile, lost three DL 
starters 


No great playmakers, thin 
secondary 


New QB, half of defensive two- 
deep is gone 


Unproven QBs and RBs, leaky 
defense 


D-line rebuilding, not much run- 
ning game 


Sooners will surprise no one 
this year 


Seven defensive starters must be 
replaced 


Difference-makers on both sides 
of ball in short supply 


Not enough depth, program 
needs a little more time 


Bears playing in the Big 12, not 
the Southwest Conference 


WILL ANOTHER KANSAS STATE RECEIVER 
STEP UP TO JOIN AARON LOCKETT? 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


OUR CALL 
Nebraska's favorable schedule, along with having Eric 
Crouch back, makes the difference in a tight division. 


If Wildcats can win in Lincoln for the first time since ‘68, 
they'll be in league title game again. 


Buffs will make things interesting in the North if they split 
road games at K-State and Texas. 


No way Gary Pinkel's offense is going to be able to produce 
as many points as his defense is going to give up. 


Cyclone fans shouldn't get their hopes up after going to, and 
winning, a bowl. The ‘Clones were one-year wonders. 


Jayhawks have never won more than five games under Terry 
Allen; same results again against a brutal schedule. 


Texas atones for last year's humiliating loss to Oklahoma 
and slices through the rest of the Big 12. 


OU is capable of winning it all again, but it's too much to 
expect all the good fortune to be on its side again. 


Raiders will beat somebody they're not supposed to and 
improve their bow! positioning from last year. 


Aggies will start strong, but will stumble on the road down 
the stretch and end the year in second-tier bowl. 


Cowboys will surprise some folks and again play just about 
everybody close. 


More bad news for Bears, but Kevin Steele will get his first 
Big 12 win as head coach. 


OF THE YEAR 


Ps | q 
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Eric Crouch Roy Williams Jashon Sykes Anton Paige te 
QB Chris Simms Jr. 6-5 222 Texas 
QB, Nebraska WR, Texas LB, Colorado WR, Texas Tech RB Quentin Griffin ae ae ee 
' } RB Ennis Haywood Sr. 5-11 206 lowa State 
Huskers have many question marks due to graduation losses on offense. Yet no WR Fie ee : ie 6-0 190 Oklahoma 
one expects the Huskers to do anything but contend for a conference champi- WR Roy Williams So. 6-5 910 Texas 
onship, and possibly more. Why? The one-word answer is Crouch, | TE Daniel Graham G95 | oun. Colao 
No better deep threat in the country than Williams. He took the conference by C Seth McKinney Sr. 6-3 290 Texas A&M 
storm last season, tying or breaking 18 UT freshman receiving records while piling OL — Toniu Fonoti Jp 6-4 = 835 Nebraska 
up 809 yards and scoring eight touchdowns. } OL Andre Gurode Sr. 6-4 320 — Colorado 
} OL Frank Romero Sr. 6-4 275 Oklahoma 
This Butkus Award favorite is better than he showed last season. After knee surgery OL Mike Williams Sr. 6-6 339 Texas 
following a stellar 1999, Sykes played tentatively the first half of the season. Look K Tim Duncan Sr. 6-2 198 Oklahoma 
for him to use his 4.49 speed to become a sideline-to-sideline demon again. AP Aaron Lockett Sr. 5-7 165 Kansas State | 
Hee a ste at Stas bg eee ee noe eae DEFEN S E = First Team 
ago to Northwest Mississippi C.C.. No doubt, after catching 64 balls for 1, - 
yards and 18 TDs last season, he's a perfect fit for Tech's “Air Raid” offense. OL Justin Bannan Sr. 63 295 Colorado 
DL Nate Dwyer Sr. 6-3 300 Kansas 
DL Cory Redding Jr. 6-5 260 Texas 
Both Texas and Oklahoma better keep an eye out for a fast-improving DL Ty Warren Jr. 6-4 300 Texas A&M 
Texas Tech, where Mike Leach's "Air Raid offense enters Year Two. Texas LB Rocky Calmus Sr. 6-3 2385 Oklahoma 
A&M might make some noise if it survives its schedule. The offensive- LB Ben Leber Sr. 6-4 250 _ Kansas State 
. ; es LB Jashon Sykes Sr. 6-3 230 Colorado 
minded Les Miles begins his first season at Oklahoma State, and no one 
Sroaven be d for | Unf hit DB Keyuo Craver Sr. 5-9 190 Nebraska 
expects the Cowboys to be doormats for long. Unfortunately, the same Da eNicnaalllewis Sr. 6-1 910 Colorado | 
canbe Sale| fon Baylos: | DB Quentin Jammer Sr. 6-1 190 Texas 
Up north, Nebraska gets the edge over Kansas State and Colorado DB Roy Williams Jr. 6-0 221 Oklahoma q 
only because of its favorable schedule, which has the Cornhuskers playing i Pp Jeff Ferguson Sr. 5-10 190 Oklahoma 
eight home games. 
Two of Nebraska's home games are against Oklahoma and K-State, OFFENSE - Second Team 
and, man, are the Huskers looking forward to shots at redemption. OU / QB Eric Crouch Cr in Ge 200 Nebraska 
stamped itself as a legitimate national title contender a year ago in Nor- | RB Zain Gilmore Sr. 6-1 215 Missouri 
man when it hung 24 second-quarter points on the Huskers en route to / RB Josh Scobey Sr. 6-0 205 Kansas State 
a convincing 31-14 win. Two weeks later, K-State beat the Huskers 29-28 | WR Harrison Hill Sr. 5-11 190 Kansas ' 
in Manhattan for its second win over NU in three years. ) WR John Minardi Sr. 6-2 200 Colorado 
Questions loom for all three North contenders. ae Tracey Wistrom Sr, 6-5 235 Nebraska 
Can NU quarterback Eric Crouch, who has had two shoulder surg- C Ad. Ricker So. 65 287 oe 
eries in two years, make it through the season? Is Dahrran Diedrick the OL Thomas Barnett Sr. 6-5 290 ansas State 
; nse hard | OL Matt Heider Sr. 6-5 305 Texas Tech 
real deal at I-back? Will the offensive line live up to Nebraska standards | 4 
: ich ainda ichekackle?'C OL AntwanKirk-Hughes Sr. 6-3 310 Texas 
with a new center, new right guard and new right tackle? Can anyone OL Jeff Machado Sr. 63 335 Oklahoma St. 
other than tight end Tracey Wistrom catch the ball? Is there enough K Josh Brown Jr. 6-2 490 Nebraska | 
depth at linebacker? AP Ricky Williams Sr. 5-7 190 TexasTech | 
At K-State, who will win out at quarterback, Ell Roberson or junior col- | 
lege star Marc Dunn? Which receivers will step up other than AaronLoce | DEFENSE - Second Team | 
ett? Do the Wildcats have the players to win on the defensive line and in DL Aaron Hunt Jr. 6-3 939 Texas Tech 
the secondary? DL Chris Kelsay Jr. 6-5 ~=—-255.—s Nebraska 
At Colorado, can quarterback Craig Ochs repeat the feats of his out- DL Kevin Stevenson Jr. 6-2 274 ~—-Baylor 
standing freshman season? Will running back Marcus Houston be as good DL Kalen Thornton So. 6-4 270 Texas 
as he was before falling to injury last October? Can the secondary keep up LB  LawrenceFlugence Jr. 6-1 221 Texas Tech 
with anyone's passing attack? And, most importantly, are the Buffaloes LB D.D. Lewis Sr 6-1. 245_—s Texas 
disciplined and tough enough mentally? , LB Terry Pierce So. 6-3 250 Kansas State 
As for the rest of the North, Gary Pinkel faces a big job as he takes ai es Babers Jr. He e ie oe 
over at Missouri; Dan McCarney will be glad he got his new contract at | BUNCE US Sr. 6: g eed 
the end ¢f last be he d th i k with this t | DB JonMcGraw Sr. 6-3 200 KansasState | 
e end of last year because he doesn't have much to work with this time DB Derrick Strait So. 541 195 Oklahoma 


around; and Terry Allen at Kansas had better start working on his resume. Pp Cody Scates So. 6-2 180 Texas A&M 
— Eric Olson 1 
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RAGE SHARK FOOTBALL 


You want to win. But do your cleats want it as bad as the rest of you? 
Make it happen with the Rage Shark. It provides maximum support and 
performance. And you know what that means—maximum championships. 
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Sooners go for repeat title ... and history 


only six schools have won back-to-back national champi- 
onships. 

Only three schools (Oklahoma, Nebraska and Alabama) have 
accomplished the feat twice. 

This year, the Sooners have the opportunity to become the first 
team to win back-to-back national championships three times. 
While that would be nice, OU head coach Bob Stoops said such 
a milestone isn't a motivating factor. 

‘I don't worry too much about any of that, making history or 
anything,” Stoops said. 

“We're going to concentrate on being a better team, on winning 
the Big 12 South and winning the Big 12 championship first. If we 
can be a better team than we were a year ago, win the Big 12 
South and the championship game, we'll have plenty of time to 
worry about the rest. 

‘That would be great if we get there, but we have to focus on 
getting ourselves in position first." 


SOUTH RISING 


When the Big 12 was formed in 1996, the national perception 


S= the Associated Press poll was first unveiled in 1936, 


was that league wouldn't be more than "Nebraska and the Little 11." 


And it was certainly predicted that the North would dominate 
the South. 

Well, after the first five years of the league, Nebraska has been the 
conference's best team, going 34-6 and winning two Big 12 champi- 
onships. Northern Division power Kansas State also has been excep- 


tional, matching the Huskers with an overall record of 34-6 since 1996. 


Meanwhile, the South has been much more than a doormat. 

In fact, South teams have accounted for three Big 12 titles, with 
Oklahoma, Texas and Texas A&M each claiming a conference 
crown in the league's first five years. 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


Bigi2 Pet. Overall Pet. 
Boiss State aa 875 = 44-7 ts 


Note: perenne M=Major Bowl, B=Bowl 
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The North holds a 16-14 advantage in producing bowl teams, 
but the divisions are equal in producing national champions -- 
Nebraska in 1997 and Oklahoma last season. 


Big 12 Conference Champions 


1996: Texas 1999: 
1997: Nebraska 2000: 
1998: Texas A&M 


BALANCED ON BOTH SIDES 


In its nearly perfect performance against Florida State in the 
Orange Bowl, Oklahoma proved that the old coaching adage about 
defense winning championships is true. 

The Sooners’ defense was dominating, holding the high-powered 
Seminoles without an offensive point in a 13-2 victory for the 
national title. 

But in getting to the national title game, let's just say it helps to 
have a great offense, too. 

Oklahoma and Florida State were among just three schools in 
the nation that ranked in the top 20 nationally last year in both 
total defense and total offense. The third team to do that last year 
is a national champion hopeful this season — Texas. 


With Nebraska playing an unprecedented eight of its 12 regular- 
season games at home this season, now's the time to review just 
how good the Huskers have been at Memorial Stadium. 

First, they're 81-3 at home the past 13 years, losing to two teams 
that went on to win a share of national championships (Colorado in 
1990, Washington in 1991) and to Texas in 1998. 

The Huskers are 323-99-13 (.758 winning percentage) in the 
77 years since Memorial Stadium opened. 


Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
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s don't win more 


Just some (not so comforting) food for thought for visitors to 
Lincoln this season. 


BEEN THERE, DUNN THAT 


There's no end to the speculation about what junior college 
transfer quarterback Marc Dunn might do for Kansas State in the 
future. What he's done in the past is a pretty good story, too. 

Prior to attending Ricks Junior College in Idaho, Dunn, from 
Brigham City, Utah, went on a two-year Mormon mission in Chile. 

"Llove football, or | wouldn't have come across the country here 
to play it," the 23-year-old Dunn said. 

“But you realize the big picture. You realize what things are 
important in your life. A mission teaches you about family and 
principles. It teaches you a lot about dedication. | can't say 
enough about how a mission teaches you to be prepared and to 
be persistent in what you do.” 


UN-BEARABLE BURDEN 


With lowa State's victory in last year's Insight.com Bowl, Baylor 
now owns yet another dubious distinction in the Big 12: 

The Bears have gone longer than any other team in the confer- 
ence without a bowl appearance. Baylor's last postseason game 
was the 1994 Alamo Bowl. 

Among other things, the Bears also own the worst record since 
the formation of the Big 12 (3-37 in conference play) and have yet 
to register a Big 12 road victory. And the last time the Bears were 
ranked in the Associated Press poll was in September of 1993. 


SCHEDULE MATTERS 


If Texas A&M works its way into the thick of the South Division 
race, it's going to have to do it the hard way. 

The Aggies face a brutal stretch the second half of the season 
that has them playing four of five games on the road — at 
Colorado, Kansas State, Texas Tech and Oklahoma — before finish- 
ing with league favorite Texas at home. 

Nebraska has to like its chances with an unprecedented eight 
home games. Notre Dame, Oklahoma and Kansas State all go to 
Lincoln. Plus, the Huskers don't have to play South heavyweights 
Texas and Texas A&M. 

But it's the Longhorns who love their conference schedule the 
most, with misses against Nebraska and Kansas State. 


Who They Don’t Play 

Colorado, Kansas, Kansas State 
Oklahoma, Texas, Texas Tech 
Texas Tech, Baylor, Oklahoma 
Texas A&M, Oklahoma State, Baylor 
Oklahoma State, Texas, Baylor 
Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State, Texas, Texas A&M 
lowa State, Colorado, Missouri 
Nebraska, Kansas, Kansas State 
lowa State, Kansas State, Nebraska 
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska 

lowa State, Colorado, Missouri 


Team 

Baylor 

lowa State 
Colorado 
Kansas 
Kansas State 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma St. 
Texas 

Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 


LONE STAR DROUGHT 


The good news for Texans was that the Lone Star State placed 
five teams in bowl games last season. 

Now for the bad news ... 

The three Texas bowl representatives from the Big 12 (Texas, 
Texas A&M and Texas Tech), along with Texas Christian and Texas- 
El Paso were a combined 0-5 in those bowls. 

That's been a trend in recent years. 

Since the formation of the Big 12, Texas, Texas A&M and Texas 
Tech have combined to make 11 bowl appearances. In those 
games, the Texas schools are 1-10, with Texas posting the lone 
win — over Mississippi State in the 1999 Cotton Bowl. 


2001 


THE BIG ONES 


AUGUST 25 
TCU at Nebraska 
N. Carolina at Oklahoma 


SEPTEMBER | 
Colorado vs. Colo. St. (at Denver) Buffs have lost two straight to Rams 
Oklahoma St. at Southern Miss _ Cowboys could be dangerous if they win here 


SEPTEMBER 8 
Notre Dame at Nebraska Can this one top last year's OT thriller in South Bend? 
K-State at Southern Cal This ain't the University of Southern Colorado, Bill 


UCLA at Kansas Jayhawks better find some defense 


SEPTEMBER I5 
Missouri at Michigan State Tigers threw a scare into Spartans last year 


lowa at lowa State _This series has turned in Cyclones’ favor 


SEPTEMBER 22 
Oklahoma St. at Texas A&M 


‘SEPTEMBER 23 _ . * 

Notre Dame at Texas A&M _You' ‘ve got to like Aggies’ chances at home _ ="% 

Kansas State at -Okiahoma_ ___ Will K-State's 0B di emma be resolved intime? 

OcroseR 6 2 
vs. s. Oklahoma | ciate) 


Frogs backed out of playing 2000 opener in Lincoln 
UNC's John Bunting debuts against defending champs 


Cowboys almost pulled huge upset a year ago 


_Lon ghorns won 1't forget last year's humiliation — 


rae 0! h champions p? 


Since the league began play in 1996, an average of six teams 
per year have gone bowling. The Big 12 has sent seven teams to 
bowls two of the past three years. 

On only two occasions has a bowl-eligible Big 12 team been 
snubbed. 


The 2001 Big 12 bowl alignments: 


Big 12 Champion* Fiesta Bowl vs. Pac-10 champ 
Big 12 No. 2 Cotton Bowl vs. SEC team 
Big 12 No. 3 Holiday Bowl vs. Pac-10 No. 2 
Big 12 No. 4 Alamo Bowl vs. Big 10 No. 5 
Big 12N0.5 _Insight.com Bowl vs. Big East No. 3 (or Notre Dame) 
Big 12 No. 6 Independence Bowl vs. SEC 


Big 12 No. 7 GalleryFurniture.com Bowl vs. Conference USA 
*Rose Bowl if ranked Nos. 1 or 2 in the BCS rankings 
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Texas, K-State Lead Impressive League Talent March 
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Any coach would love to have either Chris 
Simms or Major Applewhite. Texas has both, 
each of whom has shown that he has the goods 
to take the Longhorns to the Big 12 title. 

Taking the mystery (and potential contro- 
versy) out of it, Texas coach Mack Brown 
selected Simms as his starter in the spring, 
partly on the strength of three strong perfor- 
mances at the end of last season. Simms will 
have fo cut down on his interceptions (he had 
four returned for touchdowns last year), but is 
expected to do so, and is poised for a break- 
through year. 

Nebraska's Eric Crouch is coming off surgery 
on his throwing shoulder for a second consecu- 
tive year, and coach Frank Solich has said in no 
uncertain terms that the Huskers must improve 
their passing game. But Crouch, a prototype 
Nebraska QB, gets enough done with his legs to 
make him one of the best in the nation. 

Texas A&M's Mark Farris is a good one, but 
lost much of his supporting cast, so his numbers 
might suffer. Texas Tech's Kliff Kingsbury (3,418 
yards last season) won't have that problem in 
Mike Leach's system. 


Texas’ Roy Williams and B.J. Johnson com- 
bined for 81 catches for 1,507 yards and 11 TDs 
as freshmen, and the Longhorns depth runs deep. 

Sloan Thomas, Kyle Shanahan, Tony Jef- 
ferey and Montrell Flowers are also quality targets, 
and quarterback Chris Simms will enjoy having 
tight end Bo Scaife back from a knee injury. 

But what Sims will really love is the 6-5 
Williams. Let's just say that we'll all soon be 
weary of hearing how Williams is the "next Randy 
Moss." Oklahoma can match Texas for depth — 
the Sooners’ top eight pass catchers return. Even 
without Josh Heupel as the triggerman, there will 
be plenty of balls to spread around, with Antwone 
Savage (48 catches, 598 yards) likely getting 
G little bit more of it than anyone else. 

Texas Tech coach Mike Leach, the guy who 
put in the Oklahoma passing offense, upgraded 
his receiving corps with juco transfer Anton Paige 
and the gem of the 2001 recruiting class — prep 
star Armon Durrough, who was courted by Notre 
Dame, Purdue and Kansas State, among others. 

You want pass-catching tight ends? Col- 
orado and Nebraska have them in Daniel Gra- 
ham and Tracey Wistrom. 
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Kansas State likes to run the ball by commit- 
tee, and coach Bill Snyder has at least two good 
ones at his disposal. 

Josh Scobey ran for 718 yards and 16 
touchdowns, and 5-8, 242-pound Rock 
Cartwright averaged six yards in mostly a backup 
role a year ago but was just as valuable as 
a lead blocker. 

At Oklahoma, Quentin Griffin heads a dan- 
gerous rushing attack that can't be ignored. 

He scored 16 touchdowns last season. 

Nebraska doesn't seem fo be its usual big- 
name self at |-back, but the Cornhuskers will 
always get the benefit of the doubt in this cate- 
gory. That said, first-year starter Dahrran Diedrick 
betler prove himself fast to prevent opposing 
defenses from keying too much on Eric Crouch. 

Colorado super recruit Marcus Houston 
showed he's a big-timer in limited action last sea- 
son. With the unsettled situation of Corlen Johnson 
(suspended at the end of spring), Houston might 
have to carry more of the burden while coming off 
d hip injury that cost him most of last season. And 
all lowa State's Ennis Haywood did last season was 
lead the conference in rushing — 1,237 yards. 


Kansas State doesn't know who's going to 
play quarterback this fall, but coach Bill Snyder 
can be sure that whoever it is will be well-pro- 
tected. Three starters, led by Thomas Barnett, are 
back from the unit that gave up just nine sacks 
and cleared the way for a school-record 42 rush- 
ing TDs last season. 

All-American guard Andre Gurode anchors 
what could be one of the Buffaloes’ best lines in 
many years. He'll line up next to honors candi- 
date Victor Rogers, and those two seniors will 
have to show the way for talented young players 
like quarterback Craig Ochs and running back 
Marcus Houston, 

Nebraska may seem like an unknown quan- 
tity after losing All-American center Dominic 
Raiola and the right side of the line. But the 
Huskers always have an All-American candidate 
(junior guard Toniu Fonoti) and are stocked with 
good candidates to fill in where necessary. 

Texas returns four starters — everyone 
except first-round pick Leonard Davis — and 
is looking for immediate impact at that 
vacated left tackle spot from junior college 
transfer Alfio Randall. 


2001 


. Texas AGM 

. Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Texas 

. Kansas 

. Colorado 

. Texas Tech 
K-State 

. Missouri 

. Okla. State 

. Baylor 


a 
Eel 
fis 
fel 


Defense always has been Texas A&M's call- 
ing card, and it all starts up front this year. 

One of the rising stars in the Big 12 is junior 
Ty Warren, who led the defensive front in tack- 
les, sacks and tackles for losses. Warren's part- 
ner, defensive end Rocky Bernard, figures to 
contend for honors affer sitting out last season 
because of a knee injury. A solid nucleus returns 
from a vastly underrated line at Oklahoma. The 
Sooners don't have many nationally recognized 
names up front — hey, they weren't nationally 
recognized names last season either and still 
went 13-0 — but sophomore Kory Klein and 
seniors Corey Heinecke and Bary Holleyman all 
have starting experience. 

At Nebraska, the D-line is always tough, but 
it might have just gotten tougher with the addition 
of freshman Mangia Brown. Let's just say Manaia 
was maniacal during the Huskers’ spring drills. 
He didn't enroll until January because he failed to 
meet academic requirements for the 2000 sea- 
son. Texas won't be as strong in the middle as it 
has been, but junior end Cory Redding (17 tack- 
les for loss, three forced fumbles last season) is 
a superstar in-waiting. 


The Big 12 is loaded at linebacker. 
- K-State And that's especially true at Kansas State, 
where Ben Leber and Terry Pierce rank as the 
best ‘backer combination in the conference. 
Leber, who'll be a three-year starter, is a 
hard-nosed player who finds his way to the ball 
time and again. Pierce keeps getting better and 
better, earning Big 12 Defensive Freshman of the 
Year honors affer breaking into the starting lineup 
at mid-season. He was the only underclassman 
to start for the Wildcats’ defense last season. 
. Nebraska Those two will be joined by Warren Lott, 
a part-time starter a year ago who made his pres- 
ence felt with 14 tackles against Colorado. 
>| ieee aa The inside linebacker around the league 
who is getting the most attention from pro 
scouts is Colorado's Jashon Sykes, although 
Oklahoma's Rocky Calmus is the most deco- 
. Texas Tech ven rated player in the bunch. 
Texas’ D.D. Lewis just might have the most 
. Kansas pure talent. The shaky status of Nebraska's 
Randy Stella, who was suspended for the 
| __ i spring, shakes the Huskers a bit, but six of their 
mal other eight top linebackers from last year are 


. Oklahoma = 


. Baylor 
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1. Texas 

2. Oklahoma 
3. Texas AGM 
4. Nebraska 
5. Kansas 

6. K-State 
7.0kla. State 
8. Colorado 

9. Texas Tech 
10. Iowa State 
Il. Baylor 
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Texas and Oklahoma ranked 1-2 nationally 
in pass efficiency defense last season, and each 
team has three starters back in the secondary. 

The Longhorns' Quentin Jammer and Roder- 
ick Babers might be the best cornerback combi- 
nation in the nation. Dakarai Pearson was one of 
the nation's top freshman free safeties. Opponents 
barely completed 45 percent of their passes 
against the Longhorns last year. 

Don't expect any dropoff at Oklahoma. 

The only departure was J.T. Thatcher at free 
safety, but Brandon Everage split duty with him 
and is ready to take over full-time. 

The Sooners had a chance to build depth in 
the spring after promising sophomore cornerback 
Derrick Strait had shoulder surgery. Roy Williams 
might not even be the best Roy Williams in the 
league (see Texas' receiving corps), but is one of 
the finest strong safeties in the nation. 

One fo watch is A&M senior free safety Jay 
Brooks. Brooks, who has previously played cor- 
nerback, will be asked to continue his play-mak- 
ing ways, no matter where he is. He blocked four 
kicks last season and has scored three touch- 
downs in his career. 


Haein We seponeor : 


Remember when Kansas State's David Allen 
was all the rage? 

Well, Aaron Lockett filled in rather nicely 
when Allen went down with an injury early last 
season ... and we never heard much from Allen 
again. Why? Lockett became the nation’s top 
punt returner, averaging 22.3 yards and scoring 
three touchdowns. Lockett's success is no sur- 
prise. Bill Snyder makes special teams a point 
of pride. 

But this year he'll be looking for a kicker 
to replace Lou Groza Award finalist Jamie 
Rheem, who followed in the footsteps of Groza 
winner Martin Gramatica. And although Snyder 
has an incumbent at punter, that job isn't safe 
yet, either. 

So for the whole package, the edge goes 
this season to Oklahoma, which has the confer- 
ence's leading returning punter (Jeff Ferguson) 
and kicker (Tim Duncan). Best of all, these two 
guys know what it takes to perform well under the 
most extreme pressure. 

Like Kansas State, Texas and Texas A&M 
must replace quality kickers who converted more 
than 80 percent of their chances last season. 


I. Oklahoma 
2. K-State 

3. Texas A&M 
4. Colorado 


5. Nebraska 


8. Iowa State 

9. Texas Tech 
10. Kansas 

Il. Okla. State 
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BIG-l2 YEAR IN REVIEW: 2000 


THE RACE 


Oklahoma entered 2000 picked to finish in the middle of the 
pack in the South Division. 

But, second-year coach Bob Stoops resurrected “Sooner Magic” 
while making the run to the school’s seventh national championship. 
The first week of October, led by Quentin Griffin's six touch- 
downs, they whacked Texas 63-14 to start a three-game stretch that 

stamped them as a championship contender. 

The next week they prevailed at Kansas State, 41-31. Remaining 
non-believers were converted two weeks later when, after spotting 
then-No. 1 Nebraska a 14-0 lead, the Sooners exploded for 24 points 
in an unforgettable second quarter on the way to a 31-14 victory. 

OU grabbed the No. | ranking and never let go. 

North Division champ Kansas State, meanwhile, survived losses 
to OU and Texas A&M before beating Nebraska 29-28 to advance to 
the Big 12 championship game. 

In that game, held in Kansas City’s Arrowhead Stadium, Josh 
Heupel’s touchdown run broke a 10-10 tie in the third quarter, and 
his 17-yard scoring pass to Andre Woolfolk in the fourth put the 
Sooners ahead to stay. 


THE CHAMPION 


The last time Oklahoma had won a conference title was in 1987. 
The interim between that year and the 13-0 national championship 
campaign of 2000 wasn't always pretty. 

But then again, neither was the ball that Heupel threw. He won't 
go down as the strongest-armed quarterback college football has 
seen, only one of its most efficient and most resourceful. 

The Sooners’ underappreciated defense got the respect it 
deserved after shutting down Heisman Trophy winner Chris Weinke 
and Florida State's offense in a 13-2 victory in the national title game. 


THE STARS 


Offensive Player of the Year: josh Heupel, QB, Oklahoma 

Heupel’s career at OU lasted only 24 games, but he left holding 
every major school passing record. The left-hander was the perfect trig- 
german in an offense that cranked out almost 430 yards a game. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Casey Hampton, DT, Texas 

The 6-1, 310-pound Hampton was the first defensive lineman in 
school history to lead the team in tackles in back-to-back years. He 
made 78 tackles as a senior, including 18 for losses. 

Coach of the Year: Bob Stoops, Oklahoma 

In just two years, he did what neither Gary Gibbs, Howard 
Schnellenberger nor John Blake could do — win a championship of any 
kind. Stoops, who inherited a program that had gone 4-8 and 5-6 the 
previous two seasons, surrounded himself with a young and energetic 
staff and together they brought back the glory days to Norman. 


THE BOWLS 


Oklahoma earned the league’s second national championship in 
four years by beating Florida State. Nebraska set a national bowl 
record for points. Kansas State completed its fourth straight 1 1-win 
season. And, lowa State beat Pittsburgh for its first-ever bowl win. 


Orange Bowl Oklahoma 13, Florida State 2 
Cotton Bowl Kansas State 35, Tennessee 21 
Independence Bowl Miss. State 43, Texas A&M 41 (OT) 
Alamo Bowl Nebraska 66, Northwestern 17 
Holiday Bowl Oregon 35, Texas 30 

Insight.com Bowl lowa State 37, Pittsburgh 29 
GalleryFurniture.com Bowl East Carolina 40, Texas Tech 27 


110 Linpy’s Foorsatt ANNUALS 


ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


OFFENSE — First Team OFFENSE — Second Team 

QB Josh Heupel, Oklahoma QB  Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 

RB Dan Alexander, Nebraska RB David Winbush, Kansas 

RB Hodges Mitchell, Texas RB Quentin Griffin, Oklahoma 

RB Ennis Haywood, lowa State RB Ja’Mar Toombs, Texas A&M 

WR Quincy Morgan, Kansas State WR J.J. Moses, lowa State 

WR _ Robert Ferguson, Texas A&M WR Antwone Savage, Oklahoma 
Tracey Wistrom, Nebraska TE Daniel Graham, Colorado 
Andre Gurode, Colorado OL Russ Hochstein, Nebraska 
Randall Cummins, Kansas State OL Ben Bruns, lowa State 
Dominic Raiola, Nebraska OL — Toniu Fonoti, Nebraska 
Leonard Davis, Texas OL ‘Frank Romero, Oklahoma 
Seth McKinney, Texas A&M OL Milford Stephenson, Kansas State 
Jamie Rheem, Kansas State K Kris Stockton, Texas 
Aaron Lockett, Kansas State PR J.T. Thatcher, Oklahoma 


DEFENSE — First Team DEFENSE — Second Team 
Justin Smith, Missouri DL Reggie Hayward, lowa State 
Mario Fatafehi, Kansas State DL Monty Beisel, Kansas State 
Casey Hampton, Texas DL _ Nate Dwyer, Kansas 
Ryan Fisher, Oklahoma Pat Mingucci, Missouri 
Jason Glenn, Texas A&M Kris Kocurek, Texas Tech 
Rocky Calmus, Oklahoma Ben Leber, Kansas State 
Carlos Polk, Nebraska Torrance Marshall, Oklahoma 
Jerametrius Butler, Kansas State Gary Baxter, Baylor 
Roy Williams, Oklahoma Carl Nesmith, Kansas 
J.T. Thatcher, Oklahoma Dyshod Carter, Kansas State 
Quentin Jammer, Texas Kevin Curtis, Texas Tech 
Dan Hadenfeldt, Nebraska Jeff Ferguson, Oklahoma 
J.J. Moses, lowa State Jamaal Fobbs, Oklahoma State 

*As selected by the league coaches 


THE STANDINGS 


NORTH 

Team SEC Pet. 
Kansas State 6-2 .750 
Nebraska 6-2 .750 
lowa State ‘5-3 625° 
Colorado 3-5. 
Kansas _ 2-6 
Missouri 2-6 


SOUTH 

Team SEC Pet. 
Oklahoma 8-0 1.000 3 
Texas 7-1 875 
Texas A&M _5-3__.625 
TexasTech 3-5_—.375 
Oklahoma State 1-7 .125 
Baylor 0-8 .000 


— Eric Olson 
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We think we can 


save the world: 
One person at a time. 


Children should not have ° 
to go to bed hungry at night. 


* * The ability to see clearly is 
often a gift taken for granted. 


We believe we are oure « « 
y, 
N . “brother’s keeper”. We are 
1 ee nae Lee. : 
ea aan ese ec edicated to meeting human 
E-mail: LifelnttHQ@aol.com needs in underdeveloped 
Visit us on the web: www. lifeintl.org countries around the world. 
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Jashon Sykes Colorado Stuck around this year to improve draft stock. 

Chris Simms Texas All the tools to be better than his father. 

Quentin Jammer Texas Big physical corner has NFL scouts drooling. 

Roy Williams Texas Young deep threat is "the next Randy Moss." 

Rocky Calmus Oklahoma As his name implies, he can deliver the knockout hit. 

Toniu Fonoti Nebraska Raw talent lays out opponents. 

Ben Leber Kansas State Productive and rugged, he gets to the ball. 

Mike Williams Texas As right tackle, protects QB Simms’ blind side. 

Daniel Graham Colorado Draws comparisons to Shannon Sharpe for his size and speed. 
Kevin Curtis Texas Tech A one-man tackling machine who can also cover. 


200! NFL DRAFT 


The Big 12 had 31 players drafted by the NFL in April, led by Nebraska's seven and the six from Kansas State and Texas A&M. Of the three 
first-round draft choices, two came from Texas and the other from Missouri. 
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TOP 10 TALENT IN 2001 


Texas Pos. Round Team No. Nebraska Pos. Round Team No. 
Leonard Davis OT 1st Arizona 2 Kyle Vanden Bosch DE 2nd Arizona 34 
Casey Hampton DT 1st Pittsburgh 19 Dominic Raiola C 2nd Detroit 50 
Shaun Rogers DT 2nd Detroit 61 Carlos Polk LB 4th San Diego 112 

Correll Buckhalter RB 4th Philadelphia 121 


Baylot : Russ Hochstein G 5th Tampa Bay 151 
Gary Baxter CB 2nd Baltimore 62 Bobby Newcombe WR 6th Arizona 166 
Dan Alexander RB 6th Tennessee 192 


lowa Stale 
Reggie Hayward DE 3rd Denver 87 Oklahoma 


Sage Rosenfels QB 4th Washington 109 Torrance Marshall LB 3rd Green Bay 72 
James Reed DT 7th N.Y. Jets 206 Josh Heupel QB 6th Miami 177 


Kansas Texas A&M 
Moran Norris FB 4th New Orleans 115 Robert Ferguson WR 2nd Green Bay 44 
Ron Edwards DT 3rd Buffalo 76 


Kansas State Michael Jameson FS 6th Cleveland 


Quincy Morgan WR 2nd Cleveland 33 P 
Shad Meier TE 3rd Tennessee 90 Jason Glenn a on Be) 


; Chris Taylor WR 7th Pittsburgh 
Monty Beisel DE 4th Kansas City 
Mario Fatefehi DT 5th — Arizona Ronald Hemens DE 7th: = Alfanta 


Jarrod Cooper 5th Carolina Texas Tech 
Jerametrius Butler 5th St. Louis Kris Kocurek DT 7th Seattle 


Missouri 
Justin Smith DE 1st Cincinnati HIGH-END PICKS 
The Big 12 has 32 players chosen in the first round of the past 10 
CURRENT NFL PLAYERS NFL drafts with 13 players picked in the top 10. Here's a glance at 
So they call Texas A&M ‘Linebacker U?’ Since 1975, the Aggies have those elite top 10 picks. 
developed 30 linebackers who went on to the pro ranks. Amazingly, from : 
1983 to '93, every one of the 19 linebackers who started at A&M as a 2 Leonard Bavis OT Texas Cardinals 2001 
; ; ; Quentin Coryatt LB TexasA&M ~— Colts 1992 
senior, went on to sign an NFL contract. How things have changed. Only = : ; 
: ; j Justin Smith DE Missouri Bengals 2001 
three former A&M linebackers — the Cowboys’ Dat Nguyen, the Bears P 
; er Bryant Westbrook DB Texas Lions 1997 
Warrick Holdman and the Saints’ Keith Mitchell — were on NFL rosters last F 
. ; : ; Ricky Williams RB Texas Saints 1999 
season. Meanwhile, there were five ex-Aggie defensive backs in the league. : 
Here's where the league's 219 NFL players of last season came from: Sed Pes BE orate Sel £88 
3 Michael Westbrook WR Colorado Redskins 1995 


Texas A&M 36 Oklahoma State 12 Trev Alberts LB Nebraska Colts 1994 

Nebraska 30 . Baylor 11 Grant Wistrom DL Nebraska Rams 1998 

Colorado 28 Kansas 10 Patrick Bates DB TexasA&M _——Raiders 1993 

Lawrence Phillips RB Nebraska Rams 1996 

thshoma 5 Lag ‘ Sam Adams DL TexasA&M Seahawks 1994 

; : Chris Naeole OL Colorado Saints 1997 
Kansas State 19 . lowa State 7 


coon ooaanaaf & MN 


—_ 


112 Linby’s FooTsaut ANNUAIS 2001 


2000 Big 12 Leaders 


PASSING EFFICIENCY ATT. CMP, PCT. YDS. 1D POINTS INTERCEPTIONS G NO. YDS. 1D IPG 
Chris Simms, Texas 117 67 57.3. 1060 8 144.0 J.T. Thatcher, Oklahoma 12 8 162 1 07 
Josh Heupel, Oklahoma 433 280 64.7 3392 20 139.2 Jerametrius Butler, Kansas State 13 6 47 ) 0.5 
Major Applewhite, Texas 279 152 54.5 2164 18 135.9 Troy Watchorn, Nebraska 1] 5 64 ] 0.5 
Jonathon Beasley, Kansas State 313 156 49.8 2636 17 132.1 Antoine Duncan, Missouri 10 4 3 0 0.4 
Mark Farris, Texas A&M 347 208 59.9 2551 10 126.0 Terrance Kiel, Texas A&M 10 4 0 0 0.4 
Eric Crouch, Nebraska 156 75 48.1 1101 1 121.7 Dyshod Carter, Kansas State 13 5, 11 0 0.4 
Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 585 362 61.9 3418 21 117.0 Greg Brown, Texas i 4 28 ] 0.4 
Sage phaser lowa State 333 172 51.7 2298 8 110.3 Sammy Davis, Texas A&M am 4 25 0 0.3 
Aso Pogi, Oklahoma State 247 139 56.3 1550 6 108.1 

Dylen Smith, Kansas 306 140 45.8 1963 10 103.2 

RUSHING CAR. YDS. AVG. YDSPG SCORING 1D xP FG PTS, PTIPG 
Ennis Haywood, lowa State 229 1237 5.4 123.7 Eric Crouch, Nebraska 20 0 0 120 10.9 
Dan Alexander, Nebraska 181 1152 6.4 104.7 Kris Stockton, Texas 0 44 26 107 97 
Hodges Mitchell, Texas 224 1118 5.0 101.6 Jamie Rhemm, Kansas State 0 50 20 100 8.3 
Reggie White, Oklahoma State 210 1049 5.0 95.4 Tim Duncan, Oklahoma 0 60 21 98 8.2 
Eric Crouch, Nebraska 170 973 bys 88.5 Quentin Griffin, Oklahoma 16 0 0 96 8.0 
Correll Buckhalter, Nebraska 106 750 7) 68.2 Jonathan Beasley, Kansas State 17 0 0 104 7.6 
Quentin Griffin, Oklahoma 189 783 4.1 65.2 Ja'mar Toombs, Texas A&M 14 0 0 84 7.4 
David Winbush, Kansas 163 701 4.3 63.7 Josh Scobey, Kansas State 16 0 0 96 ri 
Zain Gilmore, Missouri 139 632 45 57.5 Terence Kitchens, Texas A&M 0 36 18 79 6.8 
Zack Abron, Missouri 140 502 3.6 55.8 Josh Brown, Nebraska (9) 60 10 75 6.5 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG PUNTING NO. AVG. RECEIVING G CT. YDS. YDSPG 
Josh Heupel, Oklahoma 503 3536 294.7 Jeff Ferguson, Oklahoma 48 43.9 Quincy Morgan, Kansas 13 64 1166 89.7 
Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 663 3437 286.4 Dan Hedenfeldt, Nebraska 39 43.8 Robert Ferguson, Texas A&M 10 58 885 88.5 
Sage Reentee, lowa State 411 2679 243.5 Eric Rosiles, Texas Tech 26 41.6 Roy Williams, Texas 10 40 809 80.9 
Mark Farris, Texas A&M 407 2667 242.5 Cody Scates, Texas A&M 52 40.2 J.J. Moses, lowa State 1 52 777 70.6 
Jonathan Beasley, Kansas St. 462 3135 241.2 Adam Stiles, Baylor 81 40.1 Justin Gage, Missouri 11 44 709 64.5 
Major Applewhite, Texas 307 2091 232.3 Jared Gilpin, Missouri 65 39.8 Javon Green, Colorado 1 48 699 63.6 
Dylen Smith, Kansas 431 2334 212.2 Kris Stockton, Texas 54 38.9 B.J. Johnson, Texas WI 41 698 63.5 
Eric Crouch, Nebraska 326 2074 188.5 Carl Gomez, lowa State 56 38.6 Tim Baker, Texas Tech 12 68 759 63.3 
Aso Pogi, Oklahoma State 332 1709 170.9 Travis Brown, Kansas State 51 38.5 Reggie Newhouse, Baylor 11 40 629 57.2 
Darius Outlaw, Missouri 335 1650 165.0 Joey Pelfanio, Kansas 64 38.4 Antwone Savage, Oklahoma 12 48 598 49.8 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG KICKOFF RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Nebraska 808 5059 459.9 Kansas State 872 3517 270.5 Texas 31 711 22.9 
Texas 803 4825 438.6 Texas 766 3054 277.6 Oklahoma 28 577 20.6 
Oklahoma 860 5151 429.2 Oklahoma 809 3347 278.9 Colorado 26 532 20.5 
lowa State 788 4669 424.5 Texas Tech 838 3848 320.7 Texas A&M 21 423 20.1 
Kansas State 933 5330 410.0 Texas A&M 755 3538 321.6 Baylor 40 758 19.0 
Texas A&M 776 4198 381.6 Nebraska 738 3540 321.8 Kansas State 34 631 18.6 
Texas Tech 918 4351 362.6 Missouri 812 4036 366.9 Oklahoma State 34 611 18.0 
Colorado 776 3982 362.0 Oklahoma State 778 4178 379.8 Texas Tech 29 518 7.9 
Oklahoma State 784 3960 360.0 Kansas 790 4407 400.6 Missouri 37. 656 17.7 
Missouri 786 3861 351.0 lowa State 815 4467 406.1 Kansas 46 811 17.6 
Kansas 791 3754 341.3 Colorado 822 4643 422.1 lowa State 28 477 17.0 
Baylor 719 2440 221.8 Baylor 822 4855 441.4 Nebraska 23 383 16.7 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS. AVG. SCORING DEFENSE G PTS. AVG. PUNT RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Nebraska 1 456 41.5 Oklahoma 12 192 16.0 Colorado 16 285 17.8 
Kansas State 13 514 39.5 Texas A&M 1 196 17.8 Kansas State 4) 708 17.3 
Oklahoma 12 468 39.0 Texas 1 197 17.9 Oklahoma 42 646 15.4 
Texas VW 425 38.6 Kansas State 13 240 18.5 Texas A&M 30 351 117 
Texas A&M 11 307 27.9 Nebraska 1B 213 19.4 Texas 39 453 11.6 
lowa State 11 306 27.8 Texas Tech 12 238 19.8 Nebraska 46 506 11.0 
Texas Tech 12 303 25.2 Colorado 1 284 25.8 Texas Tech 36 386 10.7 
Kansas im 261 23.7 lowa State a 293 26.6 lowa State 24 246 10.2 
Missouri 1 255 23.2 Oklahoma State VW 303 27.5 Baylor 27 261 97 
Colorado 11 252 22.9 Missouri 11 348 31.6 Oklahoma State 29 260 9.0 
Oklahoma State 11 202 18.4 Kansas 1] 359 32.6 Kansas 28 243 8.7 
Baylor 2 139 12.6 Baylor 11 397 36.1 Missouri 28 217 7.8 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG RUSHING DEFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG NET PUNTING NO. AVG, RET. YDSPR AVG. 
Nebraska 636 3842 349.3 Texas 388 1027 93.4 Oklahoma 52 41.8 27 274 36.5 
lowa State 446 2299 209.0 Kansas State 473 1276 98.2 Colorado 60 38.2 24 192 35.0 
Kansas State 595 2575 198.1 Texas A&M 389 1169 106.3 Texas Tech 65 38.5 28 245 34.8 
Oklahoma State 430 1776 161.5 Oklahoma 412 1298 108.2 Nebraska 42. 41.3 23 289 34.5 
Kansas 470 1731 157.4 Nebraska 345 1249 113.5 Kansas State 61 36.1 24 113 34.2 
Missouri 451 1696 154.2 Oklahoma State 374 1395 126.8 Texas A&M 53 39.4 23 277 34.2 
Texas A&M 421 1610 146.4 Texas Tech 495 1879 156.6 Texas 56 37.5 18 188 34.1 
Texas 406 1600 145.5 Missouri 501 1749 159.0 Oklahoma State 57 36.8 22 163 34.0 
Oklahoma 410 1615 134.6 Colorado 472 1926 175.1 lowa State 58 37.7 26 299 32.6 
Colorado 408 1342 122.0 lowa State 484 2159 196.3 Baylor 87 38.6 54 664 30.9 
Baylor 360 802 72.9 Kansas 491 2178 198.0 Missouri 67 38.6 35 539 30.6 
Texas Tech 304 797 66.4 Baylor 474 2299 209.0 Kansas 655 37:8 34 511 29.9 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT. COMP. YDS. YDSPG PASSING DEFENSE ATT, COMP. YDS. TD INT. EFFICIENCY TURNOVERS +FUM. INT. TOTAL -FUM. INT. TOTAL GAME 
Texas Tech 614 373 3554 296.2 Texas 378 171 2027 8 17 883 Texas HGVEIZ a. Soy Ut Ae 208 OF 
Oklahoma 450 289 3536 294.7 Oklahoma 397 196 2049 9 22" “89:1 Texas A&M Sele 223 Bie Sik FLFR OS: 
Texas. 397 220 3225 293.2 Kansas State 399 204 2241 8 20 949 Texas Tech 1S 15-629. Sw 18s 623," 0:5: 
Colorado 368 215 2640 240.0 Nebraska 393) 72%. (2291) 10. Way 395:8 Oklahoma L225" So." IO ne 2705 
Texas A&M 355 211 2588 235.3 Texas Tech 343. 177 1969 ANS 978. Kansas State Pu2O 29 WIGS 623.0805: 
lowa State 342 176 2370 215.5 Texas A&M 366 194 2369 13 18 109.3 lowa State 13° 10) 23 Sls" FB: vO 
Kansas State 338 166 2755 211.9 lowa State 331 163 2308 15 10 1167 Colorado 14 11 25y iil 9 20! 505 
Oklahoma State 354 189 2184 198.5 Missouri 311 164 2287 15 14 121.4 Nebraska 5 14 19 AG? V7? 
Missouri 335 157 2165 196.8 Oklahoma State 404 229 2783 20 10 125.9 Oklahoma State 10 10 20 10 14 24 -0.4 
Kansas 321 145 2023 183.9 Kansas 299 VF3 22208 12 is A264 Missouri 12 14 26,8 eo Sle 0:5 
Baylor 359 145 1638 148.9 lor 348 198 2556 17 Y 129.5 Kansas 11611 22s NER 529 -0.6 
Nebraska 172 84 1217 110.6 Colorado 350" 2085 "2717" 7 Th 1344 Baylor 15" LON" 2A" 113) 20% 5335-08 
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How Did Oklahoma 
Win the National Title? 


Hint: Start with 
the Coach 


say — that epitomized Oklahoma’s national 
championship season. 
Impossible. Might as well try to boil down the New 
Testament into Cliff Notes ... or shush Eminem. 
Imagine Roseanne Barr stuffed into a thong — or 
maybe not. 
The point is that Oklahoma's rise back to No. 1 
was about so many things that it’s hard to get a han- 
dle on it all. The U.S. Tax Code is easier to understand 
than how the Sooners won their seventh national 
championship. 
Heck, half the time, it wasn’t even about plays: 
— It was the athletic director who grew up in Ft. 
Lauderdale as a house boy for Jackie Gleason making a 
triumphant return to his hometown for a run at the 
national championship. 
— It was Barry Switzer becoming the patron saint of the 
sidelines of the program he once ruled. 

— It was the big-play linebacker Torrance Marshall, whose 
career was dead five years ago when he got thrown out of a 
military junior college in Boonville, Mo. 

— It was about a quarterback who had a tired 
arm, coming through time and again. 
Truth be told, it was a whole lot about the 
discredited former coach John Blake, who 
recruited the core of Oklahoma’s players, 
but couldn't coach them out of a closet. 
One thing? Forget it. 
One play? Sheesh, Quentin Grif- 
fin had six runs that might serve 
as a conversation starter on the 
subject. All for touchdowns. In 
one game. Against Texas. 
But if you insist, there is 
one instant that offers a 
small glimpse inside the 
= Zen of these Sooners. 
= — Oct. 28 in Nor- 
man. The Game of the 
21st Century. No. 3 
Oklahoma vs. No. 1 
Nebraska. The good 
old days were now. 
The game between 
the two old rivals 
finally meant some- 
: 3 thing again. 
ie Si ee , Oklahoma fell 
BY DENNIS DODD behind early 14-0. 
ae The scrawny left- 
handed quarterback 


Y: want one play. One play — or one thing, you 


byes 


r 
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from Aberdeen, S.D., dropped back to throw a 
35-yard pass into a gusting wind, off the wrong foot while 
backpedaling in the face of a Nebraska blitz. 

Touchdown, Josh Heupel. Gaping mouths, Huskers. 

“There's a feel to that,” Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said 
after being asked how his quarterback could do everything wrong 
and still succeed. “The kid is blessed. Whatever he does works. 

“You can’t say it’s lucky.” 

The blueprint for Oklahoma success didn’t go by the book. 
The short answer is that the Sooners succeeded because of 
Heupel, runnerup for Heisman Trophy 2000, but that would be 
selling short this weird, wacky story. 

The locals call it Sooner Magic. It was a term coined by Switzer 
in the 1970s and 1980s when Oklahoma made a habit of coming 
from behind against Nebraska. Switzer believed that some piece of 
fortune would come his way against the Cornhuskers. 

In 2000, the whole country was victim to Sooners’ fairy dust. 

But the current edition of Sooner magic actually goes back to 
1998. Having whiffed with Howard Schnellenberger and Blake, 
Oklahoma couldn't afford strike three. 

Athletic director Joe Castiglione talked Oklahoma president 
David Boren into dispensing with usual search-committee proto- 
col. Castiglione wanted a search committee of one — himself. 

Stoops was quickly targeted. He was young (38), smart and 
already had coached the defense of a national championship 
team with Florida in 1996. 

Stoops took Blake's players following the worst three-year 
period in Oklahoma history and within two years won a national 
championship. 

Quietly, Stoops assembled an all-star cast of coaches. Steve 
Spurrier, Jr., coached the receivers. Coordinators Mark Mangino 
took over for Mike Leach (who became head coach at Texas 
Tech). Brother Mike Stoops, already a budding star at Kansas 
State, took the defense. 

“The Oklahoma turnaround was coaching,” South Carolina 
coach Lou Holtz said. 

“You watch them block, you watch them tackle, you watch 
them excel in every phase of the kicking game. The assistant 
coach is more important than a good athlete. A good assistant 
coach will take a poor athlete and make him decent, make 
a decent one good, and make a good one great.” 

Heupel falls into the last category. The unassuming 22-year- 
old wasn’t the most gifted quarterback to ever win a national 
championship but he might have been the most determined. The 
throw could be side-arm, the scrambles were impromptu. Any- 
thing to keep from getting sacked. Anything to get a first down. 

“It was incredible,” Nebraska end Kyle Vanden Bosch said 
after watching Heupel throw the unlikely touchdown. “I don't 
know if we've ever played a quarterback that good.” 

In many ways Oklahoma lucked into Heupel. He had gone to 
Weber State, but soon junked that idea to go to Snow Junior Col- 
lege where he became an All-American even though he played 
only the first half of games. 

Griffin was a similar find. He was a last-minute signee from 
Aldine, Texas. In addition to those half-dozen touchdowns 
against the Longhorns, Griffin scored on a run for the ages, 

10 yards for the clinching touchdown against Florida State in the 
Orange Bowl. 

Marshall spent two years at Kemper Military Academy in 
Boonville. He survived expulsion to become the only All-Ameri- 
can in the school’s history. The program didn’t survive, dropping 
football after Marshall left. Still lacking grades, it was back home 
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for Marshall to Miami-Dade Community College, a school without 
a football program. 

Talk about dumb luck. Oklahoma wouldn’t have known about 
Marshall, the Orange Bowl MVP, had not his counselor at Miami- 
Dade called an old friend on the Oklahoma staff. Dr. Nick Adamo 
had played high school football in New Castle, Penn., for the son 
of Sooners’ offensive coordinator Mark Mangino. 

“Mark didn’t even know him,” Adamo said of Marshall, “and 
didn’t have any scholarships left. Torrance got some film ... sent 
it to him. Mark called him back within 24 hours. He said, ‘Boy, 
we'd like to have this kid.’ It was all luck really.” 

One play? How do you exclude Marshall's clutch interception 
return for a score to beat Texas A&M? It came after linebackers 
coach Brent Venables threatened to cut Marshall's playing time if 
he didn’t start covering A&M's “banana route” in practice. 

When Aggie quarterback Mark Farris dropped back to throw 
in the fourth quarter, Marshall recognized the banana route, 
stepped in front of the receiver and ran 41 of the sweetest yards 
an Oklahoma linebacker has ever run. 

Luck? That wasn’t luck. That was coaching. 

The way things fell into place was almost eerie and totally 
enjoyable. One play? Stoops didn’t make the staff watch any plays 
on film on Wednesday nights. That night was reserved for the staff 
and their families to mingle together at the football offices. Assis- 
tants weren't required in the office until 9 a.m. The extra time, 
Stoops noted, could be used to drive the kids to school. 

Stoops found a tradition-rich but aimless program, and made 
it his own. There was talent, but in 1998, Blake had used three 
different offenses and even more quarterbacks. 

Andre Woolfolk was typical of the depth-chart mess. Wool- 
folk was recruited by Blake out of Denver as a defensive back. 

He played scout team wide receiver as a redshirt in 1998, but 
was listed on the defensive depth chart. 

“| didn't know what was going to happen,” Woolfolk said. 

“| was already buried on the depth chart on defense. When | saw 
the passing offense, | saw a chance to move over to receiver. 
I'd never been coached at receiver until they came in.” 

Last season Woolfolk was third-team All-Big 12, catching 39 
passes. He made what was arguably the biggest catch of the sea- 
son against Nebraska. While on his back, he caught a tipped pass 
that set up a touchdown. 

All-American defensive back J.T. Thatcher had been a running 
back, punt returner and part-time defender before 2000. In the 
championship season, he flourished with eight interceptions and 
two punt returns for touchdowns. He won the Mosi Tatupu 
Award as Special Teams Player of the Year. 

Offensive tackle Frank Romero railed at being switched from 
defensive end by Stoops after 1998. He had been recruited as the 
third-best defensive lineman in the Big 12 region out of Moore 
(Okla.) High School. 

“At first it was the most frustrating thing to deal with in foot- 
ball,” Romero said. “It turned out to be the best thing that hap- 
pened to me.” 

The All-Big 12 tackle dominated Florida State star defensive 
end Jamal Reynolds in the Orange Bowl. 

Stoops put it all together ... and could do it again. 

Heupel is gone, but the difference from him to the new quar- 
terback requires only the shift of a few consonants. Nate Hybl, a 
transfer from Georgia, will lead 14 returning starters this fall. 

In other words, get ready. It won't be easy but it will be fun. 
One play? 

Roseanne looks gross in a thong, anyway. 
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The ringing. 

Tacklers have heard it when they tried to stop Cedric Benson 
and got a kneecap in the noggin for their troubles. 

Opposing teams have heard it, a figurative death knell for 
their chances of getting past his Midland Lee Rebels for a state 
title the past three seasons. 

Internet providers hear it, as University of Texas fans dial up 
to get online for any tidbit about their Longhorns’ prize running 
back recruit. 

Marketers hear it, when they envision busy cash registers and 
burnt orange replica jerseys bearing Benson’s No. 32 flying off the 
racks in the next few years. 

Cedric Benson ... he doesn’t hear it. Won't hear it. 

It’s like the old philosophical question about a tree falling in 
the forest. 

IF no one’s there to hear the phone ring, does it ring? 

Benson has an answer, assuming you can reach him, but you 
can't. He doesn’t come to the phone. He doesn’t have an 
answering machine. Telemarketers should get a commission if 
they can just get the guy on the line. 

During the recruiting season and ensuing spring the phone 
just rang and rang. 

Benson doesn’t answer because he knows who’s calling. 
More often than not it’s a reporter wanting to do a story, put him 
on the front of a newspaper or on the cover of a magazine. 

He’s already been in USA Today, Sports Illustrated and The 
New York Times, exposure that led him to decline interviews dur- 
ing the Rebel’s last playoff run, saying he’d rather the attention 
go to his teammates. 


Benson figured he doesn’t deserve the pub. Not yet. 

His former coach at Midland Lee, John Parchman, explains. 

“He told me, ‘I haven't done anything yet. I’m just a guy. I’m 
just a recruit, just a guy who signed a letter.’* 

Just a guy who signed a letter ... and, oh yeah, he’s a Texas 
high school football legend. 

At Midland Lee, Benson stepped into the starting lineup as a 
sophomore when the upperclassman ahead of him turned an 
ankle. The 6-0, 200-pounder promptly led the Rebels to three 
Texas Class 5A state titles, scoring five touchdowns in each 
championship game. 

The last was the most remarkable. 

For the first two, Benson had a veteran cast around him. Not 
so as a senior. 

Parchman tried to continue using a standard two-back, two- 
receiver offense, but didn’t have the talent at the other skill posi- 
tions. Teams stacked to stop Benson no matter what, so 
Parchman moved to a two-tight end set that at least gave Benson 
a chance against 10-man fronts. 

“At one point, about three games into the season, when the 
young linemen were missing their blocks and Cedric was getting 
the hell beaten out of him, he got frustrated,” Parchman said. “He 
told me, ‘I can’t do it all myself.’ 

“lL asked him, “Why not? The great ones do.’ 

“He didn’t say anything. The next day he came back and said 
he was sorry, he'd try to do it. He realized that the great ones 
may not be able to do it all by themselves, but they don’t say 
anything.” 

In the title game against top-ranked Westlake in front of 
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pete We ea om tae 


Texas Prep Legend Set to Become ‘Horn of Plenty’ 
sy MARK WANGRIN 


32,285 at the University of Texas’ Royal-Memorial Stadium, Ben- 
son had 249 yards and five touchdowns on 40 carries. Westlake 
fans cheered every time he was held to five yards or less. 

As he signed autographs after the game — many of them for 
Westlake fans loyal to the Longhorns — Benson shrugged. “I feel 
like | can do better than that,” he said matter-of-factly. Then he 
caught himself. “If | did better, I'd have to be Superman.” 

A look at his high school statistics might suggest he is. 

In his career at Lee, he scored 127 touchdowns and ran for 
8,423 yards, all national high school top 10 all-time career efforts. 
He was the most prolific rusher in Texas Class 5A history and No. 
4 in all classes, behind Kenneth Hall of Sugar Land, Wes Danaher 
of Corpus Christi Calallen and Rodney Thomas of Groveton. 

After the win over Westlake, Benson got a taste of what the 
next few years will be like at Texas. As fans swarmed the field, a 
man wearing a Lee jacket and hat asked Benson and his mother, 
Jackie Benson-Long, to pose for a picture. 

The man smiled as he framed the shot. “Just like old Earl and 
his mama,” he said, “at the Heisman Trophy ceremony.” 

That's what awaits Benson at Texas — expectations that he'll 
live up to the Heisman greatness of Earl Campbell and Ricky 
Williams. In fact, Benson idolizes Williams. 

He had a poster of the 1998 Heisman winner in his Mi = 
edroom patterns his running style seackt Like Wil 
e plays centerfield in baseball and could cho i. turn p 

that sport and still play college football. 

He runs to the end zone on every play in practice and wears 
his hair braided in plats (Williams wore dreadlocks), just like his 
hero. 

“If you want to be the greatest,” he said, “you emulate the 
greatest.” 

Unlike his hero, though, Benson won't be asked to carry his 
teammates, just complement them. With Chris Simms and Major 
Applewhite at quarterback, Roy Williams and B.]. Johnson at wide 
receiver and Bo Scaife at tight end, Benson probably won't face 
many nine-man fronts. 

He is expected to slip right into the attack (starter Hodges 
Mitchell is gone), but the key to his immediate success might be 
how well he pass protects and catches the ball, two things he 
didn’t do often at Lee. 

Longhorns fans have little doubt he'll be able to do it all ... 
and quickly. 

“He’s the real deal,” 
| don’t know who is.” 

Other Big 12 true freshmen to watch: 

Armon Dorrough, WR, Lancaster (Texas), Texas Tech. With 
Mike Leach hoping to pump up the production of his three-wide 
offense, the 6-1, 170-pounder gives the Red Raiders a wideout 
with better talent than they've had. 

Tommie Harris, DT, Killeen (Texas) Ellison, Oklahoma. Rated 
the top DT in the nation by multiple recruiting services, the 6-3, 
275-pounder could not only fill the gap at DT but upgrade the tal- 
ent (but still needed to qualify academically when he signed). 

Jonathan Jackson, DE/LB, Galena Park (Texas) North Shore, 
Oklahoma. Though only 225 pounds, the 6-4 pass rushing spe- 
cialist has a very good nose for the ball and could make an 


s 


Parchman said. “If he’s not the real deal, 
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impact as a playmaker in the Sooners’ attack defense. 

Derrick Johnson, LB, Waco (Texas), Texas. The Longhorns 
return all three LB starters, but Johnson is the best prospect at the 
position Mack Brown has signed in four years and could be the 
playmaker they have lacked. 

Damien Nash, RB, East St. Louis (Ill.), Missouri. He’s a game- 
breaker with 4.3 speed and an impressive portfolio (1,400 yards 
and 28 TDs in only nine games). Gives the Tigers an immediate 


home run threat. 

John Roberson, WR, Bay City (Texas), Texas A&M. With All- 
looking to pass more, opportunity couldn't be better for the 
small, fast receiver. 
The famed I-back spot is open in Lincoln. This 5-9, 196-pounder 
comes with a new perspective; he ran for 1,788 yards last year ... 

Top 10 impact freshman of the past 10 years: 

1. Tommie Frazier, Nebraska, QB, 1992 
he ran for 1,126 yards, passed for 727 more and accounted for 27 

Ss. 
Following older brother Troy, who had back-to-back 2,000- 
rd seasons, the younger Davis ran ,005 yards and five TDs. 

3. June Henley, Kansas, RB, 1993 

Ran for a national true-freshman best 1,127 yards and 12 

4. Ricky Williams, Texas, RB, 1995 

A fullback in John Mackovic’s two-back offense, the future 
yards rushing. 

5. Tony Brackens, Texas, DE, 1993 
dogging skills to immediate use. He had 10 sacks and 16 tackles 
for loss in earning first-team All-SWC honors. 

He had 86 tackles, 13 for loss, and 3.5 sacks in earning Big 
12 Defensive Freshman of the Year and first-team Freshman All- 

7. Ahman Green, Nebraska, RB, 1995 

Continued the NU tradition of great I-backs by running for 
age. 

8. Roy Williams, Texas, WR, 2000 
and eight TDs. Named Big 12 Offensive Freshman of the Year and 
consensus second-team All-Big 12. 

With Doak Walker Award winner Byron Hanspard gone, the 
Red Raiders were scrambling for a replacement. Williams 

10. Grant Wistrom, Nebraska, DE, 1994 
Moved right in at rush end, making 36 tackles and 4.5 sacks, 


Big 12 WR Robert Ferguson gone early to the NFL and the Aggies 
Marques Simmons, RB, Davenport (lowa) North, Nebraska. 

for an 0-9 team. 
Frazier stepped in, and the Huskers’ option didn’t skip a beat; 
2. Darren Davis, lowa State, RB, 1997 

espite missing two full games. 

touchdowns, and was chosen Big 8 Newcomer of the Year. 

Heisman winner was a starter by the first game and had 990 
Though not highly recruited, the former rancher put his bull- 
6. Justin Smith, Missouri, DE, 1998 

American honors. 

1,086 yards and 13 TDs, with a sparkling 7.7 yard per carry aver- 
Started last seven games and caught 40 balls for 809 yards 
9. Ricky Williams, Texas Tech, RB, 1997 

responded by rushing for 894 yards. 

a preview of his future All-American skill. i 
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No matter whall ine sig 12 cia with its 
league championship game last season, it couldn't win. 

Think about it: 

— With South Division champion Oklahoma ranked No. 1, 
the Sooners needed to win to preserve their undefeated record 


and go to the Orange Bowl to play for the national championship. 


— In North Division champion Kansas State, the Big 12 had 
a second team ranked in the Top 10, and a Wildcats’ victory 
would earn the league a second invitation to one of the BCS (big 
cash soirees) big four bowls. 

But some league officials and coaches couldn't help but 
notice that along with those wonderful opportunities, the down- 
side was just as steep as the upside: 

— A Kansas State victory would mean the league would lose 
its chance for the national championship. 

— An Oklahoma victory would mean the league would lose 
the income from a second BCS bowl game. 

Perhaps the best result could have been a big ol’ snowstorm 
in Kansas City, causing a power outage at the stadium, enabling 
the Big 12 to call the whole thing off. 

No such luck. 

The Russian Roulette nature of the Big 12 title game has left 
the league in sort of a “damned if you do, damned if you don’t” 
quandary. 

In its first five seasons, the conference lost two potential 
national champions (Nebraska 1996, Kansas State 1999) because 
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BY DENNIS DODD 


Big l2 Keeps Finding 
Itself in No-Win Position 
With Its Title Game 


of upsets in the conference title game. That’s a 40 percent failure 
rate, a figure acceptable for quarterbacks, not mega-million dollar 
athletic enterprises. 

It’s as though the conference isn’t tough enough during the 
regular season or something, so it continues to eat its own into 
December. 

Uh, Regis, | believe I'll take the conference's best record and 
walk away. | don’t want to risk it in the championship game. 

This time, the Sooners won 27-24 to get the expense-paid 
trip to Miami, and then sealed the deal by crushing Florida State 
in the Orange Bowl. 

It was the second national championship for Big 12 teams 
in the league's five-year history. In four of the past seven years, 

a team from the current Big 12 has taken home the national title 
(Nebraska 1994-95-97, and OU 2000). 

Basically, that means teams from the conference are finding it 
harder to win the Big 12 championship than the national champi- 
onship, considering that they are 3-0 in these big showdown 
national title bowls (4-0 including Nebraska in 1994). 

Big 12 teams within reach of the national championship 
game are just 3-2 in the Big 12 title game. 

Conference fathers are beginning to notice that the December 
duel isn’t always in their best interest. A subcommittee of athletic 
directors took a hard look at the viability of the game during the 
Big 12 spring meetings. 

“There are good reasons to keep it,” said former Kansas State 
athletic director Max Urick. “Likewise, there are good reasons to 
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examine it to make sure we're on solid ground.” 

Tracing the conference roots back to its beginning in 1995, 
conference athletic directors and presidents forged the new 
league predicated basically on one premise: Football would sell. 

And it has delivered, to the consternation of the coaches. 

Fans have shown they are willing to spend millions flocking 
to St. Louis, San Antonio, Kansas City and — for the 2001 season, 
Dallas — to see one of college football's spectacles. 

Still, Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops wondered last season if it 
wasn’t a good idea to make these conference championship 
games mean something besides a trophy and a check. 

Let’s get it over with, Stoops intimated, and start a playoff. 

“I think eventually it will keep working, if not towards a play- 
off maybe a certain number of teams will play an extra game,” 
the Oklahoma coach said. 

“Maybe the Big East plays the ACC in a championship game; 
Pac-10 and Big Ten play a championship game; and along with 
the SEC that already plays one, and the Big 12 that already plays 
one, maybe play an extra game at the end of the season. Then 
decide how the BCS sets up.” 

Hmmm. 

Sounds like he’s trying to rope the other conferences into his 
predicament. Sort of like making them play a Top 10 team as 
another qualification game before the national championship 
game and BCS pairings are determined. 

Heck, then, and only then would the Big 12 be on equal foot- 
ing with most other conferences. Among the big boys, only the Big 
12 and SEC stage a playoff. The ACC, Big East, Pac-10 and Big Ten 
do not, and that has proven to be a significant advantage for them. 

At the other end of the scale, the nation’s “other toughest” 
football conference has prospered from having the extra game. 
For some reason, the SEC has been immune to championship 
game upsets. 

Only once in the nine-year history of the game has there 
been an upset. In fact, Alabama (1993), Florida (1996) and Ten- 
nessee (1998) used momentum from the game to win national 
championships. 

Maybe that’s an aberration. Maybe not. The SEC’s success still 
leaves the Big 12 out on an island. Please, no “Survivor” jokes. 
This is much more serious. 

A solution that some are floating within the Big 12: Keep the 
divisional alignments, but do away with the league championship 
game. That way, regional rivalries will become increasingly 
important, and teams can still claim “division titles.” 

Instead of playing off for the championship, the school with 
the best conference record wins the overall regular season title. 

If two or more teams are tied, the team with the highest poll 
ranking gets the trophy and the accompanying top bowl. 

Sound fair? In most years, the Big 12 champion is going to be 
in the running for the national championship, but by continuing to 
play the title game, the conference is leaving one chamber empty 
aiming the pistol at those national title hopes — and all but elimi- 
nating its chances at a second BCS team, anyway. 

“I don’t see a majority of our members at this present time 
favoring elimination of the championship game,” Big 12 commis- 
sioner Kevin Weiberg said. “There is a minority of folks who want 
to have a full discussion about it and would probably favor it, but 
I don’t think that represents the majority.” 

ABC moved last year’s game to prime time on a Saturday night 
and drew an approximate 8.2 rating. That's better than what the 
football-mad SEC game drew in prime time the year before. 

ABC even addressed a Big 12 concern that the game is on an 
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island by itself with the SEC on the last regular season Saturday. 
This year both Oregon-Oregon State and Miami-Virginia Tech will 
be televised by ABC the same day. There’s a chance that all three 
games could have BCS implications. 

“We've got that Championship Saturday,” said Mark Mandel, 
an ABC spokesman. “Any way you look at it, it helps us.” 

And, make no mistake, if television likes it, it's not going 
away ... nO matter how much the coaches are growing to hate it. 


1996: Texas 37, Nebraska 27 

THE GAME: A classic. Leading 30-27 with 2:40 left, 
fourth-and-one at his 28 yard-line, Texas coach John Mack- 
ovic didn’t just go for it, he went for it all. Faking a handoff, 
quarterback James Brown rolled to his left and hit wide-open 
tight end Derek Lewis for a stunning 61-yard gain. One play 
later, Priest Holmes scored on an 11-yard run. Game over. 

WHAT IT MEANT: Nebraska, which entered the 
game as a 21-point favorite, saw its chance for a third con- 
secutive national championship go up in smoke. 


1997: Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 

THE GAME:The unbeaten Cornhuskers left no doubt, 
racing to a 23-0 lead early in the second quarter. Nebraska’s 
ground game dominated as usual and Scott Frost completed 
12 of 18 passes for 201 yards. 

WHAT IT MEANT: Nebraska used momentum from 
the Big 12 title game to thump Tennessee, 42-17, in the 
Orange Bow! and complete a 13-0 season. The Cornhuskers 
split the national title with Michigan in coach Tom Osborne's 
final season. 


1998: Texas A&M 36, Kansas State 33 (20T) 

THE GAME: Leading 27-12 in the fourth quarter, 
unbeaten Kansas State unraveled down the stretch as the 
Aggies tied the game with about a minute left on a scoring 
pass and two-point conversion, both to Sirr Parker. Both 
teams got field goals in the first OT. Then A&M won it with 
another touchdown pass from Branndon Stewart to Parker. 

WHAT IT MEANT: All those K-State fans who booked 
passage to the national championship Fiesta Bowl in Phoenix 
had to make cancellations. The Wildcats didn’t even make 
the BCS, slipping to the Alamo Bowl ... which they lost. 


1988: Nebraska 22, Texas & 

THE GAME: The Longhorns had beaten the ‘Huskers 
three consecutive times, but Nebraska's defense dominated 
this one. Texas’ only score came late on a fumble return. 

WHAT IT MEANT: The game couldn't quite propel 
Big Red into the national title game, but Nebraska did 
steamroll Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl, finishing 12-1 and 
ranking second in the coaches poll, No. 3 by the AP. 


2000: Oklahoma 27, Kansas State 24 

THE GAME: With its No. 1 ranking on the line, Okla- 
homa survived with the help of Josh Heupel (two TD pass- 
ing, one running), and the defense held K-State to just 239 
yards. 

WHAT IT MEANT: The Sooners moved on to play 
Florida State for the national title — which they won with a 
13-2 victory in the Orange Bowl — and K-State was again 
out of luck in the BCS chase. i 
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|: a season had ever flashed before a 


coach's eyes, it happened to Kevin 

Steele in 2000. As Minnesota’s Karon 
Riley barreled through an overmatched 
Baylor offensive line toward Bears quar- 
terback Greg Cicero, Steele’s hands 
came off his knees and the Baylor head 


coach stood straight up. Steele knew 
Cicero was about to be hit hard. He 
couldn't have fathomed that the hit was 
about to make the Baylor rebuilding 
effort a bit off schedule. 

Riley blasted Cicero and Steele began 
fearing the worst. When Cicero didn’t get 
up, Steele looked around and tried to 
calm down his young team. He went to 
the field and immediately knew it wasn’t 
good. The junior college quarterback he 
had recruited specifically to provide an 
inexperienced Baylor team with much- 
needed maturity was now gone for the 
year with a broken collarbone. Also gone, 
Steele now admits, was any chance of the 
program making strides in becoming 
competitive in the Big 12. 

“At the time, | said it to try to protect 
the guys. | said afterward that ‘things like 
this happen in football. You've got to 
move on,” Steele said. “The truth is that 


2000: 2-9 overall; 0-8 Big 12 (6th South) 

COAGH: Kevin Steele — At Baylor and Over- 
all: 3-19, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 9 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Greg Cicero, 
WR Reggie Newhouse, RT Jon Erickson, 
C Joe Jackson, MLB John Garrett, NT Ryan 
Gillenwater, SS Samir A-Amin, P Adam Stiles 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Wide receiver 
depth and Adam Stiles. Four of Baylor's 
top five receivers, including its top three, 


BAYLOR 


| saw the life just sink out of those guys on 
that sideline. We had recruited Greg to 
come in here and be our guy so we didn’t 
have to have yet another young guy back 
there at quarterback. | can say now that 
there is no question that that injury set us 
back a year.” 


Losing fullback Derek Lagway before 
the season even began and offensive line- 
man Tyshaun Whitson just after added to 
a season that was yet another disappoint- 
ment for a program that hasn’t won a Big 
12 game since 1998. 

The Bears went 0-8 in conference 
play and were often non-competitive. 
Baylor lost its Big 12 games by an aver- 
age of 32.6 points. It gave up 47 or 
more points five times and 50 or more 
three times. The closest the Bears came 
to breaking their 22-game Big 12 losing 
streak was a 31-17 loss to lowa State on 
Sept. 30. Coming that close was actu- 
ally a milestone since Baylor had lost 
eight straight conference games by at 
least 20 points. 

“We aren't anywhere close to where 
we should be as a program,” Steele said. 
“But we're coming along. Some things are 
happening. And I will say this: A step will 
be taken this year.” 


are back. Stiles is a strong-legged punter 
who kept the Bears from even worse trou- 
ble last year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: In 2000, the 


Bears finished last in the nation in total 
offense and averaged only 1.9 yards per 
carry. OB Greg Cicero and WR Reggie 
Newhouse have to have big seasons. 


OVERVIEW: Baylor has lost 22 straight Big 


12 games. With a schedule that includes 
seven bowl teams and a brutal October, 
that streak likely gets longer. 


For that to happen, Baylor has to find 
a running game, cross its fingers that its 
offensive line has gotten better with the 
vast experience it has, hope Cicero can 
come back and lead the team, and then 
weather a defense that the Bears need to 
just hold on for the ride. 


Last season, Baylor finished last in the 
Big 12 in total offense and total defense 
for the third straight season. In a three- 
game stretch in October, the Bears didn't 
score a point, being outscored by Texas 
Tech, Texas A&M and Nebraska by a 
combined 108-0. 

The team averaged 1.9 yards per 
carry in conference games and scored 
five rushing touchdowns all season. The 
Bears registered a league-low nine sacks 
(11 fewer than 1 1th-place Texas Tech) 
and gave up a league-high 43. In fact, 
of the 28 categories in which the Big 12 
keeps statistics, Baylor finished last or 
next to last in 17. 

Steele said the statistical domination 
is because of the lack of experience up 
front, especially offensively. In Steele's 
two years, the Bears have had only two 
seniors on the offensive line. This season, 
that changes with left tackle Jon Erickson, 
center Joe Jackson and right tackle Joe 
Jerman all being seniors. Right guard 
Derek Long, a sophomore, and backups 
Chris Sipes and Brad Schleuter, both red- 
shirt freshmen, are still samples of the 
youth the Bears have. Erickson, Jackson 
and Jerman are all three-year starters and 
Jackson has been starting since midway 
through his freshman year. 

Long started the last four games last 
season making left guard the only spot 
where Baylor doesn’t have a returning 
starter. Ethan Kelley, who was expected 
to start, was moved to defense, leaving 


STRONG SAFETY SAMIR AL-AMIN STARTED 
EIGHT GAMES FOR BAYLOR’S POROUS 
SECONDARY IN 2000. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CoueGe 
BICKEL, Matt OL 6-5, 340 Wentzville, MO Grossmont (CA) CC 

Signed with Baylor in December @ Participated in spring practice @ All-Conference @ Helped team to third | 
league fit in five years. 


Name / Position Size 


BOYD, Michoel DB 510,175 _Daingerfeld Daingerfield 
All-East Texas quarterback and comerback As a senior, had 800 yards passing Four-year letterman in 
football and track # Two-year leHerman in basketball. 


BUNGERT, Charles OL 6-8, 350 Camarillo, CA Moorpark (CA) JC 
Twortime All-Western Conference # Originally signed with Utah. 
COLUER, AnthonyDL «4-3, 235 Dallos Tyler (TX) JC 


All-Conference @ Four-time Conference Player of the Week @ Led league in sacks with 12 despite missing 
two games ¢ Lettered in basketball. 


CROOKS, Justin LB 6-1, 217 Round Rock McNeil 
All-District @ Area Defensive Player of the Year # Central Texas Defensive Player of the Year # Texas Top 
300 @ As a senior, had 130 tackles, seven sacks and three punts blocked. 


DAVIS, lorenzo DL 6-4, 300 Alexandria, LA Peabody 
Two-time All-Central Louisiana and All-District @ Had four career fumbles caused and six fumbles recovered. 


FEARS-HAYES, JontueRB 6-2, 215 Jarrell Jarrell 

Twortime All-District on offense and defense @ Had eight receptions for 320 yards as a senior # Scored 16 
rushing touchdowns Had 93 tackles and 11 sacks @ As a junior, had 1,240 yards rushing and 18 touch: 
downs @ Lettered in football, baseball, basketball, track and powerlifting. 


FIELDS, J. WR 6-3, 190 Amarillo Coprock 

Ranked No. 5 wide receiver in Texas by Texas Football All-State # As a senior, had 60 receptions for 824 
yards and six touchdowns @ Had 56 receptions for 1,174 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior and had 
1,687 yards of total offense. 


GETER, Jason DL 6-3, 306 Shelby, NC 
Played linebacker and tight end @ Played in the 1998 Shrine Bowl All-Star game. 


Georgia Military Academy 


HARPER, Jamaal LB 6-2, 220 Dallas Bryan Adams 

Waco Tribune-Herald Top 100 in Texas @ District Most Valuable Defensive Player @ Had three fumbles 
recovered as a senior @ Second-team All-District as a junior with 77 tackles @ Lettered in basketball. 
HARRINGTON, Ray WR 6-3, 195 San Diego, CA Southwestem JC 
Originally signed with Hawaii # All-Foothills Conference. 


HAYNES, Eron RB 6-1, 185 Borger Borger 
Texas Top 300 @ As a senior, had 1 (222 yards rushing @ Had 1,338 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns, 
averaging 10.5 yards per carry, as a junior. 


HOMETOWN 


Hich ScHoot / CouEGE 


Name / Position Size 


JACKSON, Eric DL 6-5, 280 Denison Denison 
All-District tight end and defensive end @ Hod 68 tackles, 13 passes broken up and one fumble recovered as 
Q senior. 


JACKSON, Shaun DL 6-3, 238 San Francisco, CA Grossmont (CA) CC 
Originally signed with Hawaii @ Played in their Oahu Bowl win over Oregon State ¢ All-State # All-Confer- 


ence. 


JEFFREY, Ryan GB 6-4, 185 Lorena Lorena 

Rivals 100.com ranked among top 100 quarterbacks nationally # All-District @ As a junior, had 1,000 yards 
passing and 258 yards rushing @ Lettered in football, basketball, baseball and track @ All-District center- 
fielder for the baseball team @ District champion in the 110-meter hurdles. 


KRIEG, Anthony RB 61, 210 Pflugerville Pflugerville 
Rivals100.com rated among top 100 running backs nationally # All-District District Offensive Most Valu- 
able Player # Had 2,800 career rushing yards and 940 receiving yards Had 862 yards rushing and 
seven touchdowns as a senior @ Had 12 receptions for 102 yards as a junior. 


LANE, Maurice DB 5-11, 175 Killeen Killeen 
All-District # Team Most Valuable Player Two-year starter @ As a senior, had 110 tackles, four fumbles 
recovered, three fumbles caused and three kicks blocked. 


MURPHY, Antoine OL 6-4, 325 Indianapolis, IN Williom Rainey Harper CC 
J.C. Gridwire All-Scholastic All-American # Two-time All-Conference @ Best Offensive Lineman as a sopho- 
more @ Three-year prep letterman. 


OSKIN, Glen OL 6-5, 300 Houston Second Baptist 
All-State @ Team captain @ Lettered in football, basketball and baseball @ Honor roll student. 


OUTLAND, Quintin OL 6-5, 320 la Porte Lo Porte 
Rated No. 44 player in Texas by SuperPrep @ Texas Football Texas Top 300, ranked No. 7 offensive line- 
man in Texas @ Preseason second-team Super Team. 


ROBINSON, Abe OL 6-7, 280 Jersey Village Jersey Village 
SuperPrep ranked No. 9 player in Texas @ Rated No. 1 tight end in Texas by Texas Football # Dallas Morn- 
ing News ranked mong Top 100 players nationally # Had 10 receptions for 162 yards. 


VINSON, Daven GB 6-4, 208 Kilgore Kilgore 

Dallas Moming News and Waco Tribune-Herald Top 100 in Texas District Most Valuable Player Texas 
Top 300 As a senior, had 247 yards rushing and three touchdowns on 47 carries # Completed 102 of 
208 passes for 1,788 yards as a junior. 


WADE, Greg LB 6-3, 230 Kinston, NC Georgia Military Academy 
Originally enrolled at Duke # Two-time All-Area and All-Conference @ All-Area and All-Conference in bas- 
kelball @ All-Academic team. 


AUOOKCATAHEMBEARS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(2-9, 0-8) > _PASNG* Sept. 8 Arkansas State 
Att Comp Yarps Pct 1D ee -——- 
20 North Texas ig Tomcheck 144 602 368 4 Sept. 15 at Minnesota 
428 51.5 4 
t 4 —_ Minnesota 34 _____ RUSHING Sept. 22 New Mexico 
28 South Florid 130 No Dim 55 = 
ee uearee | 5 Sept. 22 at lowa State 
17 lowas State 31 0 ——— a 
4 0 | Oct. 6  atTexas A&M 
0 Texas Tech 28" | Burkins 18 49 18 1 | 
| | Oct. 13 Nebraska 
(0) Texas A&M 24 = Sana 
(0) Nebraska 59 | Newhouse 40 15.7 56 4) Oct. 20 at Oklahoma 
O’Steen 21 13.3 43 1} — 
don tee 48 Quiroga. ‘17 ly. 42. 3 Oct. 27 Texas Tech 
Fuller 15 wal 13 ] — 
7 — Oklahoma 56 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 Texas 
22 Mccann A7 TACKLES: Micheaux 96; Baxter 96; Simmons 71; Al-Amin 68. Nov. 10 at Missouri 
INTERCEPTIONS: Wilturner 2. : 
QB Sacks: Lard 2; Simmons 1; Bowie 1; Stevenson 1. 
22 Oklahoma State 50 | Taerits For Loss Bowie 9; Grrl 6; Michaaux 5. Nov. 17. Oklahoma State 
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SOPHOMORE ANTHONY SIMMONS IS A PROJECTED STARTER AT 


OUTSIDE LINEBACKER. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


the position open for junior T.]. Helmcamp or 355-pound Matt 
Bickel, a junior college transfer who enrolled early. Charles 
Bungert (6-8, 350) and Antoine Murphy (6-4, 325) are junior 
college transfers who will play immediately. 

“In the Big 12 you've either got to be able to push people 
around up front,” Steele said, “or you've got to be able to really 
protect your passer.” 

A carousel of quarterbacks felt the sting of that failure a year 
ago. After Cicero went down, the Bears never found anyone who 
could consistently move the team. In the three-game stretch 
when Baylor didn’t score, the Bears started three different quar- 
terbacks, had less than 165 passing yards in each game and com- 
pleted only 32 percent of their passes with six interceptions. 
Later in the year against Missouri, Josh Zachry, Cicero’s backup, 
became the Bears fourth starter. 

“The specific reason we recruited Greg,” Steele said, “was 
because we didn’t want to have to play someone who had never 
thrown a pass in college. We ended up playing three guys who 
had never thrown a pass and four total after Greg got hurt. You 
can look at it from a positive that we've now got a bunch who 
have experience, but that’s not at all how we wanted that to go.” 

Cicero played only one full game in 2000. He threw for 213 
yards against North Texas and completed both of the passes he 
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threw against Minnesota before getting hurt. With Cicero out and 
the running game struggling, the Bears had no choice but to 
throw. That became easier because of the emergence of Reggie 
Newhouse. As a true sophomore, he caught 40 passes, the first 
Baylor player in 17 years to reach that mark, and was forced to 
become the team’s offensive leader. 

Newhouse is the leader of a receiver corps that returns four 
of its top receivers, including three of its top four. Newhouse, 
Lanny O’Steen and Robert Quiroga were the top three and 
returning tight end Andrew Obriotti, the only senior of the 
four, was fifth. 

The concern is a big play receiver who can stretch the 
defense. Newhouse, O'Steen and Quiroga all had at least one 
catch of over 40 yards, but Newhouse’s 15.7-yard average was 
the best on the team. That should improve with the strong-armed 
Cicero back. 

“Greg knows how to read defenses,” Newhouse said. “He's 
good at knowing what is coming and hitting you right before the 
defense gets there.” 

For Cicero to have time to throw and receivers to be in posi- 
tion to make big plays, a rushing offense ranked 1 10th in the 
nation has to be better. Last year teams dared the Bears by play- 
ing multiple defensive backs or bringing blitz packages that con- 
fused and overpowered the offensive line. A running threat 
wasn't even present. 

Junior Chedrick Ricks and sophomore Jonathan Golden both 
had over 30 carries last season, but combined for only 212 yards. 
Steele wants to redshirt freshman Anthony Krieg, but he may be 
forced to play. 

Melvin Barnett started five games at fullback and has played 
some tailback. Jonathan Evans spent his redshirt year at tailback, 
but at 250 pounds Steele wants him at fullback. 

The changes the Bears have made offensively won't mean 
much if a defense that ranked 109th in the country doesn’t find 
some way to stop people — especially running the ball. Baylor 
gave up almost five yards per carry a year ago. Teams didn’t have 
to be too fancy. Most came up the middle against, yet again, 

a defensive line that was still adjusting to college football. All four 
starters — left end Charles Mann, nosetackle Ryan Gillenwater, 
tackle Kevin Stevenson 
and right end Aaron 
Lard — are back. For 
Baylor to have any 
depth and be able to 
rotate linemen, which is 
important, especially 
early in the season 
because of the Texas 
weather, junior college 
transfers Shaun Jackson, 
Jason Geter and A.C. 
Collier will have to be as 
good as advertised. 

Baylor needs help at 
linebacker. The Bears lost two starters and still don’t have the 
intimidating presence needed in the Big 12. John Garrett moved 
inside after making 54 tackles and finishing second on the team 
in tackles for loss as a true freshman. Garrett was a heralded 
recruit, who Steele believes may hold the keys to the Baylor 
defense establishing an attitude. 

“Garrett is one of those players who lets everyone know how 
much he wants to win,” Steele said. “He doesn’t hide that want 


THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


QB Greg Cicero 
Emerging Star 
WR Reggie Newhouse 
Top Newcomer 
WR Ray Harrington 
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Pos. Ciass Hr, 
Somir Al-Amin OB OS 61 219 Gorlond 
Matt Amendola OB So 511 187 The Woodlands 
Doniel Andino K i 60 219 The Woodlands 
Dovid Armstrong OLS 65 265 Jacksonville, FL 
Jason Asheralt DE Fr 62 +223 Dripping Springs 
Baylor Barbee WR fr 64201 Abilene 
Melvin Bomett RB Sr = 60) 243 Cuero 
John Bothke So 60 205 Rumning Springs, CA 
Ron Beoulord QB/WRIt 5-11 182 Austin 
Xavier Bennett OB OF 59 183  Dalbs 
Matt Bickel OL Je 64 355 Wentzville, MO 
Gront Callison RB/K Fr 58 211 Addison 
Derrick Cash OB So) 5-11 26 El Compo 
Kelvin Choisson Bor 61243 Houston 
Ryon Chapdelaine Po Se 1205 Fort Worth 
Greg Gero QBooJe = 4 213 Anaheim, CA 
Chris Crosby DL So 62 252 Bellevue, WA 
Bobby Dornel WR ode 5-11 188 Missouri City 
Rondy Dovis OB Os 59 173 Dolls 
Mark Decatur Oo Fr 60 223 Koy 
Joseph DeWoody DL Fr 64 265 Fort Worth 
Kerry Dixon So 64 190 Howkn 
James Doyle WR Fr 6&1 173 Del Volle 
Anthony Dozier TE S& 65 261 Spring 
Fronk Droo RB Fr 55 186 The Woodlands 
Jon Erickson Ol & 65 299 Richardson 
Jonothon Evans RB Fr G1 250 Dumcomle 
Taylor Farden RR OFr 58 184 Grapevine 
Storon Fauncher RB So 56 O77 Nimitz 
Cedric Fields QL So 62 295 Corsicana 
John Garrett B So 61 235 Mat 
Eric Giddens DB So 511189 Tyler 
Ryon Gillenwater on & 6&1 263 The Woodlands 
Jonathon Golden RB So 60 208 Sugarland 
Kevin Goodhight DB ofr «59 «(183 Tempe 
Mat Groyes TE So 62 239 Conrce 
luke Groth TE Fr 5-254 Fort Stockton 
Marc Gurgiolo Bo Fr «62185 Colleyville 
Jason Hoddock B Jr 511174 Marble Fails 
Charles Hall OS os 62 219 Klein 
Chris Harris K/P Fr 65 222 Houston 
Babby Hort DB S511 183 Woo 
TU Helnaomp Ok 64 296 Smithile 
Travis Hicks Oo Jr = 63) 3 Solin, MO 
James Irwin 1B Fr 60199 Crawhord 
Joe Jackson Obie Se, 63 277 Groveton 
Greg Jerman Q & 65 22 EPaso 
Brondon Johnson QB Fr 58 183 Woo 
Natt Johnson DB So 58 182 Peorland 
Mark Joseph @ fF 60 199 Aresa,NM 


. HOMETOWN 
2 Aaron Karas QB Fr 62 195 Spring 
59 Ehon Kelley OL 62 321 Sugorlond 
29° Cornell King 0B So )=660 173 “Dakss 
93. Nothon Kurland TE ot 63 228 Aledo. 
4 Derek Logaay ROS G1 2d Wills 
% Awonlod == ss SBR 258 Elson 
js Dustin Lauderdale OB OF r 61 192 Dallas 
70 Derek Long OA So 65 2% Celina 
9) Khari Long DL fr 65 240 WikhioFols 
21 Ryan Long RB Fr «= «S11_«193- Round Rock 
60 Charles Mann Oo os 64 252 Richardson 
87 John Mortin WR Fr 5-1] 182 Stillwoter, OK 
78 Ryon McDaniel OL fr 65 288 Hemphill 
35 Brian McFoting WR or 59186 Austin 
8 Donielle Mclean 0B So 511 178 Wao 
60 Kevin Miller B Jr 5-10 225 Round Rock 
8 Chris Neilson QB ofr 60 193 Amatilo 
BI Reggie Newhouse WR ot 61197 Dallas 
85 Lonny O’Steen WR ode 5-11 178 Keller 
89. Andrew Obrioi TE St 3.288 San Antonio 
48 Christion Pallas 1B fr S11 229 The Colony 
62 Derrick Pearcy OL Je 63 320  Sugorlond 
63. Soctt Pendleton Q So 64 27 Koy 
65. Demetrio Phillips OL Sr 64 285 Houston 
9 Jarod Quinn QC ost 5-11 205 Hurst 
82 Robert Quiroga WR So 62 185 Son Antonio 
26 Chedrick Ricks Rot 58 200 Vemon 
3 Marques Roberts WR Fr 61 218 luling 
46 Dovid Scheick 08 Fr 59 174 Plano 
64 Brod Schiveler OL fr 65 283  Dalks 
15 John Se KP fr 60159 Abilene 
41 Anthony Simmons 1B S511 201 New8em,NC 
94 Joe Sammons DK So &4 232  FortWorth 
92 Eric Sims DL So 65 BI _ Pert Neches 
68 Chris Sipes O Fr 64 306 Bechile 
4 joe Senith RB So 5-10 237 Grandview 
87 Kyle Stoud DBS 63212 _Fredcksburg 
35. Marcus Stenix DB Fr 60 185 Bigloke 
99 Kevin Stevenson Oo se 62 274 Abilene 
13. Adam Stiles PK & 65 236 Wichita, KS 
34 Bil Tibbs B So 59 211  Gardond 
58 Michoel Tolbert B® fr 60 238 Avstin 
14 Guy Tomncheck GS 64 227 Coleyille 
& Matt Woller DS So 60 243 Houston 
7 Kenny Webb K & 57 155 Koy 
44 Shane Willions TE So 63 240 Springdale, AR 
89 Dovid Wren DL, fe 63 250 Avstin 
12 Josh Zochry GQ So 63 18 Woo 

Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


QB 
FB 
1B 
SE 

FL 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Greg Cicero, Jr*/Josh Zachry, So 

Melvin Barnett, Sr*/Jonathan Evans, Fr 
Chedrick Ricks, Jr/Jonathan Golden, So = 
Reggie Newhouse, Jr*/Robert Quiroga, So 
John Martin, Fr/Bobby Darnell, Jr = 
Andrew Obriotii, Sr*/ ‘Anthony Dozier, Sr 
Jon Erickson, Sr*/Ryan McDaniel, Fr 

Ethan Kelley, Jr*/TJ. Helmcamp, Jr_ 

Joe Jackson, Sr*/Cedric Fields, So* 


Derek Long, So/Derrick Pearcy, Jr 


Greg Jerman, Sr*/Chris Sipes, Fr 
Adam Stiles, Sr*/Daniel Andino, Jr* 


LE — Charles Mann, Jr*/Khari Long, Fr 
NT ~ Ryan Gillenwater, Sr*/Travis Hicks, Jr 
DT Kevin Stevenson, Jr*/Demetrio Phillips, Sr 
RE Aaron Lard, So*/Joe Simmons, So 
SLB Stephen Sepulveda, So/Kelvin Chaisson, Jr 
MLB John Garrett, So*/Michael Tolbert, ro 
WILB Anthony Simmons, So/Jack Wallace, Fr . 
LC Erie Giddens, So/Randy Davis, Jr = 
RC Bobby Hart, So/Matt Johnson, So 
ss Kyle Staudt, Sr/Derrick Cash, So 
FS Samir Al-Amin, Sr*/Matt Amendola, So* 


P Adam Stiles, Sr*/Ryan Chapdelaine, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


aylor coach Kevin Steele has 

friends in the right places. 

Steele lives in Crawford, a 
quiet, country town outside Waco. 
Well, for the most part it’s quiet. Presi- 
dent George W. Bush’s ranch is in 
Crawford and Steele said the town can 
tell when their neighbor has come 
home. 

“It certainly creates a stir,” Steele 
said. “There’s a lot of helicopters flying 
around and a lot of people who don’t 
exactly look like they fit in in Craw- 
ford.” Steele said he doesn’t know 
President Bush personally, but said 
Steele’s next-door neighbor from Char- 
lotte is in Bush’s secret service. “Now if 
we could just get all of them to a game. 
That would be nice.” 

¢ Baylor finished work this summer 
on a facilities update that more than 
doubled the size of the weight and 
training rooms and gave the Bears an 
8,000-square foot locker room featur- 
ing the same lockers NFL players use. 
“It's a reward for our players,” Steele 
said. “It’s a recruiting tool no question. 
You'd be surprised what impresses an 
18-year old kid.” 

e Wide receiver Robert Quiroga 
missed spring practice because he is on 
the track team. 

e Junior college transfer wide 
receiver Ray Harrington and defensive 
lineman Shaun Jackson both signed 
with Hawaii out of high school. Jack- 
son was on the team that beat Oregon 
State in the 1999 Oahu Bowl. Offen- 
sive lineman Charles Bungert originally 
signed with Utah. 

¢ Baylor opens Sept. 8 and plays 
11 straight weeks. 

¢ Former wide receiver Randy 
Davis and offensive lineman Ethan Kel- 
ley have moved to defense. “They both 
begged us to move them to defense,” 
Steele said. “We were in a situation 
where we had a little depth, so we did.” 

¢ If the Bears don’t win at Iowa 
State or Texas A&M in their first two 
Big 12 games, Baylor will have a 24- 
game Big 12 losing streak and won't 
have won a conference game in more 
than three years. The Bears’ last Big 
12 win was 31-24 over Kansas in 
Waco in 1998. 
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Record-Setter Still Getting Better 


was even approaching select 
company. Much less that he was 
about to join it. 

Before Baylor’s game against Mis- 
souri in Week 10 last year, an assistant 
coach asked the 6-1, 197-pound junior 
wide receiver if he knew he was getting 
close to a milestone. Considering the 
Bears had scored only 21 points the 
last five games, Newhouse wasn’t sure 
he wanted to ask what kind of mark 
was being approached. 

“Coach told me | was getting close 
to a record,” said Newhouse, who, 
with 40 catches last year, became the 
first Baylor receiver in 17 years to 
catch 40 passes in a season, “but the 
way the season had been going, | 
really wasn’t thinking about any kind of 
mark like that.” 

Newhouse made nine catches ps 
last two games, capping an improba- 
ble ee with sires for 170 yards 
and a touchdown against Oklahoma 
State. As a freshman, Newhouse, the 
son of former Dallas Cowboys running 
back Robert Newhouse, caught only 
seven passes in a system that was 


[vere Newhouse had no idea he 


at all.” 

The desire may be there, but the 
experience still isn’t. In addition to 
Garrett, Stephen Sepulveda and 
Anthony Simmons, the projected out- 
side starters, are both sophomores. 
Junior college transfer Greg Wade, who 
played at Duke as a freshman, could 
take one spot if Sepulveda doesn’t 
develop or Simmons runs again into the 
disciplinary problems that cost him 
three games last season. 

The Baylor secondary should have 
drawn overtime for how hard it worked 
last season. Playing in the pass-happy Big 
12 South, the Bears defensive backs were 
little match for some of the best receivers 
in the country. New secondary coach Paul 
Jette, who has been defensive coordinator 
at four schools including Miami under 
Jimmy Johnson, arrived in Waco with a 
clean slate from Steele. 

“We didn’t tell him much about our 
personnel,” Steele said. “We didn’t 
even give him a depth chart or want 
him to work from one. We wanted him 
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a major adjustment. 

Newhouse played at Lake Highland 
High School near Dallas, a school 
known for its Wishbone offense. 
Newhouse was a running back, though 
he played some receiver knowing he 
would have to switch in college. 

“When | got here | didn’t reall 
know how to play receiver,” Newhouse 
said. “| had caught the ball in high 
school out of the backfield on a br of 
screens and a lot of mid-line passes. 
But when | got here it took a lot of 
adjusting.” 

Last season, Newhouse adjusted 
on the fly simply to survive. Junior col- 
lege quarterback Greg Cicero, 
expected to lead the young Bears, 
went down with a broken collarbone 
in week two. The next few weeks saw 
Baylor try three freshman quarter- 
backs, none of whom was able to 
jumpstart the offense. The only con- 
stant was Newhouse. 

“Last year, | felt | got better as 
the year went along,” Newhouse 
said. “We got a lot of the jitters out 
of the way.” 

As well as a notable milestone. ‘4 


to start clean and see where it shook 
out in his mind.” 

There is no replacement for All-Big 12 
choice Gary Baxter, but there are several 
possibilities. Baylor can — and may be 
forced to — play as many as 10 different 
defensive backs. There is starting experi- 
ence at every position, but Steele said 


LAYING IN THE 
PASS-HAPPY BIG 12 
SOUTH, THE BEARS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS WERE 
LITTLE MATCH FOR SOME OF 
THE BEST RECEIVERS IN THE 
COUNTRY. 


finding playing time will be competitive. 
Punter Adam Stiles and kicker Daniel 


REGGIE NEWHOUSE BECAME THE FIRST BAY- 
LOR RECEIVER IN 17 YEARS TO CATCH 40 
PASSES IN A SEASON. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Andino are back. The Bears only 
attempted nine field goals all season mak- 
ing five. Stiles is one of the top punters in 
the conference. In 2000, he had Baylor's 
third most punting yards ever and the 
second most punts. Bobby Hart is back to 
return punts, but the Bears need to find a 
kick returner. Randy Davis, who switched 
from wide receiver to defensive back, is a 
speed threat, but he returned only five 
kicks a year ago. 

In addition to the inexperience, 
the Bears face yet another grueling 
schedule. The first two Big 12 games 
are on the road. The second, at Texas 
A&M, opens a five-week stretch in 
which the Bears play A&M, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Texas Tech and Texas in 
consecutive weeks. 

“This is the Big 12,” Steele said. “It’s 
tough every week. That really shows how 
balanced and how powerful this confer- 
ence is. It also shows that the computer 
certainly is not Baptist.” 


— Cody Monk 
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consideration to bypassing his senior 
season for the NFL. Ditto for tight 
end Daniel Graham. 

Guard Andre Gurode, offensive tackle 
Victor Rogers and strong safety Michael 
Lewis are talented enough that they could 
have, too. 


l inebacker Jashon Sykes gave strong 


But they weren't satisfied. They didn’t 
want to leave Colorado with a 3-8 record 


at the tail end of their legacy. 

That wasn’t their sole reason for not 
turning pro, but it certainly was a 
major factor. 

The 2000 Buffaloes posted the pro- 
gram’s worst record since 1984. “What 
the 3-8 season did was burn into every- 
body’s mind what they don’t want,” said 
Gary Barnett, who embarks on his third 
season as Colorado’s head coach. 

“| don’t think this team has quite put 
a finger on what it does want. But that’s 
been OK because we practiced this spring 
like a team that wants to be really good. 
It wants to cure itself of the problems it 
had a year ago, and | think the spring did 
that. And | think the players will spend a 
good part of the summer making a deci- 
sion about what they really do want.” 

Looking back, there are plenty of rea- 
sons for Barnett and the Buffs to expect 
a turnaround in 2001. 

Among them: 

+ Four of the eight losses were by four 
points or less, with two more by eight 
points. Colorado played the nation’s 
fourth-toughest schedule, one that 
included seven bowl teams. 

* CU only loses five starters and six 
seniors. 

* Craig Ochs won the quarterback job 
five games into his true freshman season. 
He was the quarterback of record in all 
three wins and CU’s tough loss at 


JASHON SYKES PLAYS THE “HAWK” 
POSITION, WHICH IS DESIGNED TO BE THE 
TEAM’S LEADING TACKLER. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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COLORADO 


> BUFFAL 


Nebraska in the finale. 

* Nine more of Ochs’ classmates, 
including touted running back Marcus 
Houston played, and 16 players in all 
made their first career starts. 

* The 2001 senior class, featuring the 
aforementioned quintet, promises to be 
one of the best in recent CU history. 


It also includes defensive tackle Justin 
Bannan, a two-year starter; receiver John 
Minardi, who tied 2000 senior Javon 
Green for the team lead in catches with 
48; free safety Robbie Robinson, the 
third-leading tackler; and tailback 
Cortlen Johnson, who rushed for a team- 
high 622 yards. 

Johnson, who missed much of spring 
practice with a pulled thigh muscle, was 
suspended indefinitely due to academics 
and his status for the fall was uncertain. 

* A seemingly softer schedule. Last 
year the Buffs opened with Colorado 
State, Southern Cal, Washington, Kansas 
State, Texas A&M and Texas, and went 
1-5. This season they get Fresno State, 
CSU, San Jose State, Washington State 
and Kansas before reaching the heart of 
their Big 12 schedule. 

“We've got the nucleus of a really 
good football team,” Barnett said. 

Asked what it takes for Colorado to be 
a good team, Barnett replied, “We've got 


2000: 3-8 overall; 3-5 Big 12 (4th North) 

COACH: Gary Barnett — At Colorado: 
10-13, 2 years; Overall: 53-69-2, 11 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 9 offense, 
8 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Craig Ochs, 
TBs Cortlen Johnson, Bobby Purify and 
Marcus Houston, TE Daniel Graham, OG 
Andre Gurode, OT Victor Rogers, WR 
John Minardi, ILB Jashon Sykes, SS 
Michael Lewis, DT Justin Bannan 


PRIMARY STRENGTH: Returning start- 


to continue on the same course we cre- 
ated in the spring. | think our seniors have 
done a nice job of creating and playing to 
a standard and practicing that way, and 
I think they're going to hold the younger 
players to that.” 

Barnett added of his seniors, “Obvi- 
ously, those are all good players, and hav- 


ing them back and having them back with 
an attitude and some conviction and com- 
mitment, it can make a huge difference.” 

So could a healthy corps of tailbacks. 
A tor hip flexor ended Houston's season 
after three games, and a variety of injuries 
limited Johnson to eight games, but only 
five with double figures in carries. 

In his brief season, Houston showed 
why he was one of the nation’s most 
highly-recruited preps following the 1999 
season. He gained 332 yards in 66 carries, 
with games of 100, 150 and 82 yards. 

Houston was withheld from contact 
during the spring, but all signs point to 
him being fully recovered by August. 

A broken foot in freshman camp last 
summer limited Bobby Purify to the final 
five games of the season, when he 
showed promise. If Johnson is ineligible, 
Purify will likely begin the season as the 
starting tailback. If Houston — a superstar 


ing experience almost everywhere for 
a team that grew up fast last year against 
a killer schedule. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Unproven 
cornerbacks who gave up too many big 
plays, the loss of two defensive ends who 
led the team in sacks, and an inconsistent 
kicking game. 

OVERVIEW: Determined to rebound from 
last year's 3-8 season and facing an easier 
schedule at the start, the Buffs figure to 
be back in the bowl picture. 
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HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


BLOOM, Jeremy WR 5-9, 160 Fort Collins Loveland 

PrepStar All-Midlands Region @ SuperPrep All-Midlands Region, ranked No. 68 player in the region @ All-State 
@ Had 48 receptions for 1,116 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 67 career receptions for 1,666 
yards and 18 touchdowns Three-time All-State in track @ Competed for the United States Freestyle Ski Team 
since 1998. 


Name / Position Size 


BROWN, Chris RB 6-3, 225 Naperville, IL Fort Scott (KS) CC 

Has three years eligibility remaining @ All-Jayhawk Conference @ Nation's fifth-leading junior college rusher # 
As a sophomore, had 1,284 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns # Redshirted at Northwestern in 1999 @ Super- 
Prep All-American @ All-State, 


CAESAR, Brandon S/ATH 6-1, 195 Broussard, Quebec, Canada Old Farms Prep (CT) 

Rivals 100.com ranked No. 53 running back nationally @ All-New England @ Two-time All-Conference at run- 
ning back and defensive back # Had 1,236 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns as a senior Hod 100 tackles, 
four interceptions and three fumbles caused @ Allowed only two completions @ Four-year letterman in track # 
Three-year letterman in basketball. 


FENTON, Mark DL 6-4, 285 Inglewood, CA Westchester 
All-District # All-Conference @ Played defensive tackle and center # As a senior, had 35 tackles, including eight 
for loss, and five sacks @ Hod 40 pancake blocks and allowed only two sacks # Had 25 pancake blocks as a 


junior. 


FOLIAKI, Lee |8 6-2, 220 Euless, TX Trinity 

Rivals 100.com rated No. 40 linebocker nationally @ PrepStar All-Midlands Region @ Ronked No. 62 player in 
Texas by SuperPrep # Fort Worth Star-Telegram Defensive Player of the Year All-State # Had 133 tockles, 15 
tackles for loss and four sacks as a senior @ Had 250 yords rushing and three touchdowns on 47 carries @ As a 
junior, had 1,140 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns @ Lettered in track. 


FLUELLEN, DeAndre DL 6-1, 300 Houston, TX Northeast Oklahoma A&M 
Three-years eligibility remaining @ SuperPrep ranked No, 1) junior college defensive lineman nationally 
Played one year at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M Hod 115 tackles and 23 tackles for loss, includ- 
ing eight sacks, as a sophomore Prep Football Report All-Southwest Region, rated No, 87 player in 
Texas @ As a prep senior, had 130 tackles, 15 sacks, 10 fumbles caused, six fumbles recovered and one 
interception. 


GAREE, James DL 6-5, 230 Colorado Springs Mitchell 

Prep Football Report All-Midlands Region, rated No. 62 player in the region # SuperPrep All-Midlands Region, 
ranked No. 69 player in the region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 117 tackles, including 80 solo, 16 tockles for 
loss, 13 sacks, Wwo fumbles caused, three fumbles recovered and three blocked kicks @ Had 12 receptions for | 
200 yards and three touchdowns at tight end @ Lettered in track @ Member of the wrestling team. 


GREEN, Jahi DE 6-3, 205 Aurora Overland 
PrepStor All:Midlands Region Ranked No. 1 outside linebacker in Colorado by Prep Football Report  Super- 
Prep All:Midlands Region, rated No. 48 player in the region @ Two year-starter @ Had 60 tackles, 15 tackles 
for loss and seven sacks as a senior @ Had 12 receptions for 200 yards and three touchdowns @ Lettered in 
track, competing in hurdles and jumps. 


WOCKATMHEBUFFA 
RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Name / Posmion Nr HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CoueGe 


HODGE, Robert QB 5-11, 180 Torrance, CA El Camino College 

Has two years eligibility remaining @ J.C. Gridwire All-American @ SuperPrep rated No. 5 junior college quar- 
terback nationally # As a sophomore, completed 254 of 418 passes (60.8 percent) for 3,395 yards and 26 
touchdowns @ Had 221 yards rushing and four touchdowns # Los Angeles Times prep All-Area @ Completed 
132 of 252 passes for 2,708 yards and 30 touchdowns as senior @ All-League defensive back as a junior. 


LOVETT, Russell QB/ATH 63, 220 Thornton Horizon 

Tore ACL ond MCL in November 2000 @ SuperPrep ranked No. 22 athlete in Midlands Region # PrepStar 
rated No. 3 player in Midlands Region # Ranked No. 13 quarterback nationally by Student Sports All-State 
@ Had 1,574 yards total offense as a senior @ As a junior, had 1,500 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns 
Had 1,000 yards passing and 10 touchdowns @ Member of the baseball team. 


MANUPUNA, Voka DL 6-1, 270 Kaneohe, HI St. Louis 

SuperPrep All-Far West Region, rated No. 72 player in the region @ As a senior, had 37 solo tackles, four fum- 
bles recovered, three fumbles caused and three sacks @ Had 28 solo tackles, seven tackles for loss, three sacks 
and two fumbles recovered as a junior. 


MOORE, Gary OL 67,350 Aurora Overland 

Tore MCL in October 2000  PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 7 defensive lineman in Midlands Region # 
Prep Football Report rated No. 5 offensive lineman regionally @ Ronked No. 10 offensive lineman in the Mid- 
lands Region by SuperPrep # Two-time All-Conference @ Played offense and defense. 


O'NEAL, Clint OL 6-6, 290 Fort Worth, TX Weatherford 

PrepStor All-American, rated No, 12 offensive lineman in the Midlands Region @ Prep Football Report All- 
Southwest Region, ranked No. 81 player in the region @ SuperPrep All-Southwest Region, rated No. 85 player 
in the region @ All-State @ Graded 90 percent on blocking assignments as a senior Did not allow a sack # 
Hod 55 pancake blocks with one penalty # As a junior, did not allow a sack. 


SHADER, Drew OL 6-3, 285 Boulder Denver Mullen 

PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 5 offensive lineman in the Midlands Region @ Prep Football Report All- 
American, rated No, 118 player nationally  SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 35 offensive lineman 
nationally # Two-time All-State # As a senior, graded 95 percent on blocking assignments # Did not allow a 
sack @ Was not called for a penalty # Varsity starter as a freshman, 


STEWART, Omar CB 5-11, 190 Northridge, CA College of the Canyons 

Has two years eligibility remaining  Rivals100.com junior college All-American @ Two-time All-Western States 
Conference # Had 48 tackles, 23 passes deflected, four interceptions and two fumbles caused as a sophomore 
Prep All-Conference As a senior, had 60 tackles, 20 passes deflected and six interceptions, including wo 
returned for touchdown @ Had 20 receptions for 750 yards and 15 touchdowns in final two prep seasons. 


TILMON, McKenzie DL 6-3, 285 Irving, TX MacArthur 

Prep Football Report All-Southwest Region, rated No. 75 player in the region # PrepStar All-Midlands Region # 
Three-time All-District @ As a senior, had 64 tackles, 17 tackles for loss including seven sacks, three punts 
blocked and three fumbles recovered @ Had 84 tackles and 20 tackles for loss, including 10 sacks as a junior 
@ Hod 216 career tackles, 45 tackles for loss, including 31 sacks, six punts blocked and eight fumbles recovered 
¢ Lettered in basketball @ Throws discus for the track team. 


SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 3-5) ; PASSING Aug. 25 _ Fresno State 
| NAME Att Comp Yarpos Pct TD Int 
24 Colorado State 28 Ochs 245 145 1778 592 7" G7. Sept. ] Colorado State 
Pesavento 72 536 59.7 et) 
14. Southern California 17 
U iforni cack RUSHING Sept. 8 San Jose State 
14 Washington 17 eee 2 I Sept. 15 at Washington State 
Johnson 144 622 4.3 39 8 | 
21 Kansas State 44 Houston 66 cP ya SL | Sept. 22 Kansas 
Purify 45 V7 139) is 3 | 
26 Texas A&M - 19 Ochs 62 on ee, | Oct. 6  atKansas State 
14 ‘Texas 28 RECEIVING _ ;_ 
Vins co Aa Oct. 13 Texas A&M 
15 Kansas 23 keenye Oct. 20 at Texas 
37. Obklohoma State 21 —— 3 eat 
raham 13.4 4) 1 
sane . Holiencl 3 a Oct. 27 at Oklahoma State 
oy 18 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3. Missouri 
27 __lowa State 35 Tacktes: Lewis 111; Sykes 107; Robinson 95; Pecke 72. | 
: INTERCEPTIONS: Lewis 3; Wood 2. Nov. 10 at lowa State 
32 Nebraska 34 QB Sacks: McDonnell 7; Sykes 4; Jones 4; Harris 4. N 24 N a k 
— Tacktes For Loss: Jones 9; McDonnell 8; Mossoni 7. Ove SP IeNG 
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THE STATUS OF TAILBACK CORTLEN JOHNSON, WHO WAS 
SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY DUE TO ACADEMICS, IS UNCERTAIN. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


in the making — is healthy, he would be the backup. Vince Reed, 
who played some last year, figures to be No. 4. 

Injuries also hit at fullback, though Scott Nemeth emerged as 
a steady player. He’s back, along with Brandon Drumm, who had 
an excellent spring. 

“How good is our running game? That's a question mark,” 
Barnett said. 

Colorado finished 10th in the Big 12 and 82nd nationally in 
rushing offense at 122 yards per game. 

Barnett feels good about his offensive line, which will be 
anchored by Gurode and Rogers. 

Gurode jumped back and forth between guard and center last 
year. But the emergence of Northwestern transfer Wayne Lucier 
at center will enable Gurode to play his best position and line up 
between Rogers and Lucier. 

The passing game also has some questions to be answered 
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that could not be adequately addressed during the spring. 

Ochs, who threw for 1,778 yards and seven touchdowns in 
his debut season, missed the last half of spring practices with 
a sprained ankle, denying him valuable work. 

“Craig had just dabbled in the very basics of our offense,” 
Barnett said in evaluting the 2000 season. “Within each play in 
our system, there are different levels, and Craig operated really 
on the first level of each play. We'd like to see him be able to go 
to Level 2, Level 3.” 

Offensive coordinator Shawn Watson will try to make it eas- 
ier for Ochs and the rest of the offense. The Buffs have reduced 
both their offensive and defensive schemes in hopes of curtail- 
ing mistakes. 

The Buffs still will operate out of the West Coast offense, 
they just won't have as many plays and formations as they did 
a year ago. 

Getting back to the passing game, not only did Ochs miss 
half of the spring, so did receiver Roman Hollowell, CU’s fourth- 
leading receiver (26 catches). And gone is Javon Green, who had 
48 catches and a team-leading four touchdowns. 

Barnett is counting on a big senior season from speedster 
Cedric Cormier (10 catches), who has struggled to regain his form 
since tearing an ACL in the 1999 opener. 

Graham, whose 33 receptions included 23 first downs and 
one touchdown, should become a prime target, especially if he 
can avoid the nagging injuries that have bugged him the last two 
years. 

On defense, Colorado's biggest holes to fill are in the front 
four, where all the graduated starters played. 

Bannan (39 tackles, 30 solo) got double-teamed often and 
can expect more of the same if junior Sam Taulealea or junior col- 
lege transfer DeAndre Fluellen don’t come through. Fluellen, from 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M, wasn't enrolled for the spring, but 
is being counted on to start the other tackle position. 

Both starting defensive ends are gone, but sophomore Mar- 
ques Harris is a very active, undersized player who makes big 
plays, and junior Tyler Brayton is a 6-6, 265-pounder who was 
expected to emerge as a star last season but ran into an early dis- 
ciplinary problem, then injuries. 


Linebacking 
should be the strength THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST, 


of the defense, led by 
the 6-3, 230-pound 
Sykes, who is loaded 
with talent but hasn’t 
put together the full 
season coaches 
believe he’s capable 
of. Sykes plays the 
“hawk” position, which 
is designed to make 
the majority of tackles. 

Colorado is deep 
at linebacker, with Andy Peeke, Aaron Killion, Sean Tufts, Kory 
Mossoni and Drew Wahlroos all starting at least one game 
last season. 

“| feel our linebacking corps is really solid, and we're experi- 
enced,” Barnett said. 

But Barnett can’t say that about the secondary. Colorado fin- 
ished 1 1th in the Big 12 and 104th in pass defense, yielding 247 
yards per game. 

The Buffs were burned too often by the big play. 


Most Valuable Player 
LB Jashon Sykes 


Emerging Star 
RB Marcus Houston 
Top Newcomer 

CB Omar Stewart 
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Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. 


18 Corey Alexonder C So 510 165 Houston, TK 
89 Kort Alls OL So 65 315 Life Rock AR 
45 Dovid Andrews RS «= G4 240. Tucson, AZ 
97 Jusfn Bonnon OT S& 63 295  FairOaks,CA 
77 Justin Botes ot Jr 64 295 Anoda 
87 TrovsBomgordner WR fr 63 180 Dillon 
69 Brandon Boswell DT & 510 240 Charlot, NC 
9 Tyler Brayton OE Ir 66 265 Posco, WA 
20. Pot Brougham Kt S11 185 Wheat Ridge 
49 Jeff Brunson DB & © 60. 190 Engehvood 
7 Mat Bronson WR S 511 175 Englewood 
81 Jason Burionek WR Jr 60 170 Boulder 
8 Toc Covin QB Jr 64 215 San Antonio, TX 
91 Lindsay Conley OB S 62 230 Manitou Springs 
14. Cedric Cormier WR S511 185 Howson, TX 
98 BrondonDobdoub oDT.-Ssdr.«=Cs«1_295.—Metore, LA 
36 JP. dizerega IB Fr «2230 Lakewood 
85 John Donohoe WR So 60 185 Rancho SontaFe, CA 
12 Adam Dri QB oF «664 «210 Edina, MN 
33 _Brondon Drumm FB dr 62230 Anchorage, AK 
55. Dryden Dunsmore IB So 2 220—-Parker 
29 Mott Duren DBS = 60 200 Demer 
35 Lebel Kor «= G1«175.—_itleton 
68 Brondon El DTS 61260 Housko, 1X 
3 Jeremy Flores PPK Se 510 170 Willord, MO 
76 Joshua Foster Q sr 66 785 Acton, CA 
66 Pete Friedrich DT So 63 280 Stevens Point, WI 
13. Chad Gordner OB So 62 215 Orangevale, CA 
75 Jordon Gehving OL So 68 325 American Full, 
15. Brandon Gipson DB dr «= S10 195 Broomfield 
83 Don Gonzales WR So 60.175 Grond.hnction 
89 Deniel Grohom TE ot 63 240 Denver 
74 Ryan Groy OL Jr 63-290 Laguna Niguel, CA 
65. Andre Gurode OS 64 320 Howson, IX 
62. Merwon Hoge OL So 63. 295 Monreal, Quebec. 
93 Rody Hage DE Fr &4 260 Montreal, Quebec 
58 Neal Hannifin Cc S 63 290 Cypress,CA 
30. Morques Harris DE So 62 220  Grond Junction 
Reber Hodge Bk 60180 Torrone,CA 
5 Roman Hallowell WR or 56 160. Demer 
Lovell Houston Dor |= GT 190 Denver 
21 Marcus Houston Be fr 62 205 Denver 
& Philockson  --sDB.-—S«So.—S«&1_—«(180 Colorado Springs 
31 Judd Johns Tr 511 200 Murfreesboro, IN 
27 Coren Johnsen TB & 59 210 Sttovs, MO 
43. Joey Johnson Bk «= 3.220 Son Antonio, TX 
84 Joke Jones TE So 65 245 Yucoipo, CA 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. Hometown 

56 Anon Kiion Book = 63-235 Kingwood, 1K 
70 Rawle King O k 66 310 Houten, 
38 Bory Kunkel WR So 62 190 Broomfield 

68 Justin Legary DUOL Fr «4260 Cupertino, CA 
31 Michod Lewis DBS ~—& 1 210_Richmond, TX 
78 Woyne lxier O J 64 300 Sdem,NH 

1 Allen Mackey DB ofr «S11 175 Bakersfield, CA 
61 Ryan Mogran DE So 4 265 Bauder 

41 Don Major CL So 66 290 Redmond, WA 
8 Mork Moriscal PPK = 62 195. Tollohasse, FL 
6 Mat McChesney DE So 65 280 Longmont 

80 Derek McCoy WR So 63 210 Thorton 

82 John Minardi WR Sr 62 200 Loguna Niguel, CA 
37 Vince Michel OTS 60 275 Avo 
22 Derek Moore PK «S59 «180 Lokelond, FL 

28 Moreus Moore 1B So. S11 185. Weshront IL 
17. Medlord Moorer DB So G2 190 Los Angeles, CA 
12. Kory Mossoni OB & 63 230 Broomidd 
6 Scot Nemeth % St 62 235 LogwaNiguel, CA 
1 Graig Ochs CB S62 215 Boulder 

57 Gobe Oderberg O So 65 25 Demer 7 
34 Andy Peke WBS 60 200 Pahoa Veces CA 
4 Bobby Pesavento CB & 65 25 ShereilleN 
42 Bobby Purly TB $0 60195 Colorado Springs 
32 Virce Reed TB k 60 200 Yorbalinds,CA 
88 Eres Rentroe TES 6S 250 Memphis,IN 
28 Dewin Richardson DB Fr «= S11 190 Chandler, AZ 

9 Robbie Robinson DB Sr S11 200 Oceanside, CA 
71 Vidor Rogers OLS 67330 ‘Feder Way, WA 
92 Taylor Ryon DE So 63 265. Highlords Ranch 
26 Roderick Sneed DBS = 60 180 Mesquite, 1K 
40 Morcques Spivey TB = 62 5 Avro 

64 Derek Stemrich QL fr =66 = 270 Hesperia, CA 
48 Robert Stange OF «= «S10. 185 Boulder 

4 Donald Sticklond DB ok ~=©— 510.180 Son Fronciseo, CA 
20 Gye Surell DB So 510 180 Avrora 

7 Joshon Sykes WB Sr ~~ 3-280 Los Angeles, CA 
47 Quine Sypeiewski TE $0 66 255. Gronger, A 

95 Som Tovleoleo oT Ok «©660 320 Aino, Hi 

54 Sean Tuhs IB SA 225 Englewood 

16 Drew Wehlroos OB & 63 235 Powy,CA 
86 Jesse Wallace te fr - 64 245 — Kansas City, MO 
9% _Jomes Weingardh DE ok 62 235 Broomfield 

90 Som Wilder DF 65 265 alls, TK 

44 Beou Wiliams TE k 63 235 PoloAb,CA 
23 Terence Wood DBS = S10 «175 Portico, CA 
Roster and depth chart subject to change. = 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Craig Ochs, So*/Bobby Pesavento, Sr 
FB Brandon Drumm, Jr/Scott Nemeth, Sr* 


TB Bobby Purify, So/Marcus Houston, Fr 
WR John Minardi, Sr*/Cedric Cormier, Sr 


WR Roman Hollowell, Sr/Derek McCoy, So 
TE Daniel Graham, Sr*/Quinn Sypniewski, So 
ST Justin Bates, Jr*/Dan Major,So 

SG Marwan Hage, So/Rawle King, Jr 
Cc Wayne Lucier, Jr/Ryan Gray, Jr* 

TG Andre Gurode, Sr*/Josh Foster, Jr 


K Mark Mariscal, Jr* /Derek Moore, Sr 
— = 


DE 


"Tyler Brayton, Jr/Sam Wilder, Fr_ 


Marques Harris, So/Matt McChesney, So 
Justin Bannan, Sr*/Brandon Dabdoub, Fr 
Sam Taulealea, Jr/Brandon Boswell, Jr 


Aaron Killion, Jr/Sean Tufts, So 

Jashon Sykes, Sr*/Andy Peeke, Sr* 

Korey Mossoni, Jr*/Drew Wahlroos, Jr 
Donald Strickland, Jr* /Roderick Sneed, Sr 
Phil Jackson, So*/Terrence Wood, Sr 
Michael Lewis, ‘Sr*/Dewin Richardson, Fr 
Robbie Robinson, Sr*/Medford Moorer, So 
Jeremy Flores, Sr*/Mark Mariscal, Jr = 
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SPRING UPDATE 


olorado’s offense didn’t look 

especially productive during the 

spring, failing to score a touch- 
down against the defense in the spring 
intrasquad game. Blame injuries to a large 
extent for that. 

The Buffs operated without tailback 
Marcus Houston, who is recovering from 
a torn hip flexor in late-September, and 
quarterback Craig Ochs (sprained ankle) 
and tailback Cortlen Johnson (pulled thigh 
muscle) missed about the last half of prac- 
tices and then was suspended indefinitely 
due to academic deficiencies. 

Barnett said Houston could have 
practiced but chose not to so as to ensure 
that he’ll be ready for the season. 

The silver lining was that CU coaches 
were able to get a good look at sopho- 
more Bobby Purify at tailback and Bobby 
Pesavento and junior college transfer 
Robert Hodge at quarterback. 

Pesavento, who started two games 
last year, goes in as the No. 2 man. 
Hodge, the California juco offensive 
Player of the Year, struggled some throw- 
ing the ball. He’s a Mike Moschetti-type 
who is most effective when he scrambles, 
but until the spring game the quarterbacks 
weren't live, so it was difficult for CU’s 
coaching staff to assess Hodge. 

¢ Scott Nemeth was a pleasant sur- 
prise at fullback last season when David 
Andrews was lost with shoulder problems, 
but he'll have a hard time beating out 
sophomore Brandon Drumm. A combina- 
tion tailback/fullback, Drumm, showed 
great improvement in the spring. 

¢ Ryan Gray, a part-time starter last 
year at center, and Kar! Allis, who started 
some games at guard, were two of three 
offensive linemen who missed spring ball 
recovering from shoulder surgery. In 
Gray's absence, Wayne Lucier, a transfer 
from Northwestern, earned the starting 
job, enabling Andre Gurode to settle in at 
guard. Justin Bates, who played guard last 
year, should replace tackle Tom Ash- 
worth. Sophomore Marwan Hage, who 
played as a true freshman, probably will 
start at the other guard. 

¢ Lovell Houston, Marcus's older 
brother who transferred from UCLA last 
fall, had no contact in the spring while 
recovering from shoulder surgery. But if 
healthy, Houston, who started a few 
games at UCLA, could figure in as a 
backup safety. He played both cornerback 
and safety at UCLA. 
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CRAIG OCHS SET CU FRESHMAN RECORDS 
FOR PASSING YARDS (1,778) AND TOTAL 
OFFENSE (1,884), AND LED THE BUFFS TO 
THEIR ONLY THREE WINS OF THE SEASON. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


Injuries riddled the secondary — cor- 
nerback Nate Wright and backup strong 
safety Albus Brooks ended their careers 
prematurely and backup free safety Med- 
ford Moorer tore an ACL. 

But the biggest hit of all came when 
co-defensive coordinator/secondary 
coach Tom McMahon was diagnosed 
with lung cancer over the summer and 
had a lung removed during the bye week 
in late September. 

“It wasn’t an issue last spring, but it 
was in the fall, absolutely,” Barnett said of 
McMahon, who coached through the sea- 
son, but obviously was not in top physical 
condition. 

“We were real immature in the sec- 
ondary last year,” Barnett added. “And 
| think an immature group handles things 
like what happened to Tom differently 


2001 


Watching NFL Films Helps Hometown Hero 


olorado sophomore quarter- 

back Craig Ochs considers 

himself a student of the game. 
He spends as much of his spare time 
as possible watching game and prac- 
tice film and is constantly asking ques- 
tions of offensive coordinator/quarterbacks 
coach Shawn Watson. 

This offseason, Ochs added film of 
past NFL offenses to his collection. 
Specifically, he focused on the Denver 
Broncos and Brian Griese, the Green 
Bay Packers and Brett Favre and the 
San Francisco 49ers and Jeff Garcia. 

“Those offenses closely resemble 
ours, and that’s where | want to be as 
a player,” Ochs said. 

It would seem as if Ochs is ahead 
of schedule. As a true freshman and 
hometown product from Boulder, Ochs 
became Colorado’s starting quarter- 
back five games into the 2000 season. 

Ochs set CU freshman records for 
passing yards (1,778) and total offense 
(1,884), and led the Buffs to their only 
three wins, including a 26-19 victory at 
Texas A&M in his starting debut. The 6- 
2, 215-pounder displayed an ability to 
throw from the pocket and make plays 
with his running ability. Not counting 
sacks, he rushed 46 times for 256 yards 
and four touchdowns. He also caught a 
touchdown pass against Oklahoma 
State, a game in which he also passed 


than an older, more mature group. 

“Those guys have been together now 
for a year and Tom's back healthy. We're 
a much more mature team back there.” 


and ran for a touchdown. 

What can he do for an encore? 

“First and foremost, continue to 
learn the offense,” Ochs said. “There’s a 
lot to this offense, and Coach Watson’s 
exposed us fo a lot more this year.” 

Ochs admitted that after he earned 
the starting job last season, Watson 
reduced the offensive package. 

“I’ve had so much time on my 
hands, I’ve been watching a lot of pro 
tape. That’s where | want to be,” he 
said “I want to quicken my release and 
footwork. The quicker you are, the bet- 
ter you are in this offense.” 

Ochs was speaking at the end of 
spring football. The extra time was the 
result of an ankle sprain that forced 
him to miss the last half of practices. 

That was a concern to head coach 
Gary Barnett, but Ochs didn’t believe it 
would impede his progress. 

“I'm glad this didn’t happen in 
August,” Ochs said. “My develop- 
ment’s where | need if to be, but now 
Ive got all summer to refine it and go 
into the fall with a lot of confidence. 

“I've always been confident, and 
| was pleased with some things (last 
season). But there are a lot ss Set 
need fo improve. It’s a good foundation 
to build on, but | can be a much better 
player. Hopefully this year | can show 
that.” 


Lewis and Robinson provide the 
experience and leadership, Lewis lead- 
ing the team in tackles (117) and inter- 
ceptions (3), and Robinson third in 
tackles with 97. 

Inexperience on the corners last 
year with Donald Strickland, Phil Jack- 
son, Terrence Wood and Roderick 
Sneed proved costly. But they’re all 
back, and if Strickland can overcome an 
injury bug, this could be a decent 
group of cornerbacks. 

The kicking game was another area of 
post-2000 emphasis. Mark Mariscal, 
whose miss of a 28-yard field goal helped 
Southern Cal pull out a win (17-14), will 
focus on the punting, with Jeremy Flores, 
last year’s punter, concentrating on place- 
kicking. 

— Craig Harper 
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an McCarney is alive and well in 
Di He's proof that a guy can 

coach football at lowa State and 
not have it turn into a one-way ticket to 
unemployment. 

In 2000, McCarney did what many 

others said couldn't be done. He coached 
the Cyclones to nine victories, including 


the school’s first postseason win — 
a 37-29 decision over Pittsburgh in the 
Insight.com Bowl. 

lowa State’s 9-3 season earned 
McCarney a new contract that will pay 
him at least $600,000 annually through 
the 2004 season. With incentives, the 
deal could be worth another $100,000. 

But McCarney, who gave lowa State 
its first winning season since 1989, knows 
big-time collegiate athletics these days is 
full of a “what have you done for me 
lately?” philosophy. He is no more inter- 
ested in lowa State being regarded as a 
one-year wonder than are his bosses and 
the Cyclones’ fans are. 

“We don’t want to be a sudden flash 
on the radar screen one year, then dis- 
appear for another decade,” McCarney 
said. “Hopefully, we can be a team that, 
once November starts, we're not say- 


2000: 9-3 overall; 5-3 Big 12 

COACH: Dan McCarney —At lowa State 
and Overall: 22-45, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 6 offense, 
6 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Ennis Hay- 
wood, OT Marcel Howard, OG Lorenzo 


White, WR Craig Campbell, TE Mike Banks, 


DE Kevin DeRonde, LB Justin Eilers, LB 
Chris Whitaker, LB Matt Word, DB Marc 
Timmons, DB Atif Austin, DB Adam Runk 
PRIMARY STRENGTH: Cyclones will be 
able to run the ball again, with leading 


IOWA STATE 


CYCLONES 


ing, ‘Is there a chance we'll go toa 
bowl game?’ Instead, we want to be 
able to say, ‘Yeah, we're going toa 
bowl game — which one?’ 

“When you think that way, each 
week the stakes get higher. You're 
playing for more. That’s what happened 
last season. We had a real tough loss at 


Kansas State. They blew us out 56-10, 
but our players came out of the game 
with a ‘that’s it’ feeling and didn’t 
lose again.” 

lowa State finished the regular season 
with victories at Colorado 35-27 and 
against Kansas 38-17 in its home finale 
before going to Phoenix to become the 
first team in school history to win a bowl 
game. The Cyclones’ appearance in the 
Insight.com Bowl, which brought an esti- 
mated 29,000 lowa State fans to Bank 
One Ballpark, was their fifth bowl game 
and the first since 1978. 

The 2000 team is regarded as the best 
ever at lowa State. Sure, the 1906 team 
had a 9-1 record, but don't try to tell 
Cyclone fans that a schedule 95 years ago 
that included such opponents as Coe, Des 
Moines College, Morningside and Grinnell 
was any match for the one the school had 
last season. 

Offensive standouts for last year’s 


Big 12 rusher Ennis Haywood back along 
with plenty of support. Banks is a quality 
tight end. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: McCarney 
must find a quarterback to replace Sage 
Rosenfels. That may be junior college 
transfer Seneca Wallace. Defensive line 
and secondary have question marks. 

OVERVIEW: McCarney needs Wallace or 
another quarterback to step up and keep 
the offense productive, If key holes can be 


filled on defense, the Cyclones could have | 


another winning season. 


team were running back Ennis Haywood, 
who is back this season, and quarterback 
Sage Rosenfels, who isn’t. Haywood led 
the Big 12 and finished 10th nationally 
with a 123.7-yard rushing average, and 
will be an All-American candidate this 
season. Rosenfels ranked third in the con- 
ference and 25th nationally in total offense 


with a 243.5-yard average. 

McCarney’s first five seasons at lowa 
State produced a 13-42 record. In addi- 
tion to the school’s first winning season 
since 1989 and its first bowl victory ever, 
the dramatic turnaround in 2000 brought: 

‘The Cyclones’ first winning record 
(5-3) in the Big 12. 

‘With the bowl victory, they had a 5-1 
record away from home — bettering the 
4-| mark the 1989 team had on the road. 

‘Their first season without successive 
losses since 1977. 

Attendance of at least 46,000 in 
three consecutive home games for the 
first time since 1984. 

‘The third consecutive victory over 
bitter non-conference rival lowa. 

‘The first victory over Colorado since 
1983 — the 16-game losing streak being 
the longest against an opponent. 

Although frustrated in his early years 
at lowa State, McCarney now says that he 
always felt success would come at a place 
not accustomed to winning. 

“| knew it was going to take time,” 
he said. “I knew it would be hard. But you 
have to believe in yourself and the people 
around you. There was no question we 
were outmanned physically in a number 
of games. Some of those games got ugly, 
and it breaks your heart to get embar- 
rassed and humiliated. 

“But | felt we could get over the 
hump last season. We set a lot of goals 
before the year began and, with the 


THE DEFENSIVE LINE WAS HIT HARD 
BY GRADUATION, BUT DEFENSIVE END 
KEVIN DERONDE HAS STARTED BEFORE. 

PHOTO BY VINCENT MUZIK 


132 Lindy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 


2001 


GLONES*RECRUITING 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGE Nawe / Position Size HOMETOWN es Scoot / Couuece 
BAILEY, Dominic LB 6-2, 205 Boulder, CO Boulder KLITH, T. J. DB 5-11 Cedar Rapids 
All-County Defensive team captain # Two-year starter As a senior, had 96 tackles and seven sacks # Mem- Hone oEl morlion Al Sle © Ak Geakerence# Hod 900 york hing ond Ib Kachiowee a bar gomes as | 
ber of the basketball team. @ senior @ As a junior, had 1,250 yards rushing and 13 teachdowns ¢ Conference Athlete of the Yesr © Con: 
| ference champion in the 100- and 200-meter dash. 
BANKS-BURSEY, Dovid WR 5-11,175 Culver City, CA Wes! Los Angeles College 
Secondteam All Wasim Sioes Confrence @ Hod 38 recepfion for 625 yrds ond fur louchdowns cs 0 LOYD, Jeremy LB 6-2, 220 Tyler, TX Tyler JC 
sophomore @ Prep District Most Valuable Player # Three-year starler at wide receiver and safety. All-Southwest College Corerenee ¢ Helped eam fo carference chempiontip ¢ As a zophonoe, had 109 
tackles, 12 sacks, seven tackles for loss and seven interceptions, including two retuned for @ Sec: 
BLANKENSHIP, T 62,190 Cedor Ropids Kennedy ond-leom prep AllSle ¢ Twortime Al-Texns Eos! © Tres ime All Disha. 
Conference Punter of ‘eer # Sect ecm MSc sh colocnn § Borsa inter, kicker, cornerback 
and wide receiver @ As a senior, Conigad ti wal ar iilice 25icaade © Mile Bees Cease Meld Ge MONFORT, Dee [Duane] Di 6-4, 240 Bortlett, TX Barlett 
attempts @ All-Conference in tennis. All-Central Texas Area @ Three: Deas ot fi chor two-year starter on defensive line @ As a senior, 
| | had 29 receptions for 310 sor three @ Had 90 tackles, induding seven sacks @ Had 70 
BROWN, Brandon 18 6-1, 220 Westfield tockles as a junior Played center for the basketball ri 
Al Dott ¢ Teor Defensive Mot Voheble Payer @ He 99 tole 13 tackles for loss, five sacks and two 
fs revered oso srior @ Hod 15 recepions fr 380 yrds ond ve exons # As a juni, hod 28 | MOSER, Nik ATH Fort Dodge Fort Dodge 
receptions for 372 yards and four touchdown Re na eres dare cho seis AE Cotas a Sao completed 51 of 133 
posses lc 745 fori cl oye cies Sere 22 yards per kickoff return @ Hod 440 yords rushing 
COLEMAN, Beau DL 6-2, 235 Chula Vista, CA Southwestem College in three seasons at quarierback @ Four-year 
J.C. Gridwire All-American # All-Foothlls Conference @ As « sophomore, had 89 tackles, 13 sacks and four 
fumbles recovered @ Had 83 tackles and 10 sacks as a freshman # Prep All-County # As a prep senior, had OCHS, Dustin QB aan San Bernardino, CA San Bernardino Valley CC 
95 tackles, 16 sacks and four fumbles recovered. | All Foothills Conference # Com 191 of 329 passes for 2,308 yards and 15 touchdowns as a sophomore 
| @ Conference Defensive and ikea Most Valuable Player As a prep senior, completed 53 of 112 passes 
DAVIS, Jon WR Papillion, N Popillion-LaVista for 808 yards as st coins & cm. et pees i een eel 03 yoripuciag crea | 
Sead en AI. ha’ Ares Bhs poy looks ak i ye Hod 23 xpos 00 rod @ Had 108 tackles and five interceptions, ie sieioa hae rt 
| 14 touchdowns in Wo seasons # Averaged 18 points per game for basketball team 
GAN, Ryon WR 200 ALD on ofere ond dele ® Te Had 1 Be 700 yords and igh 
FLANAGAI n 6-4, strict on a #Trofne wom cope ue 40 receptions for 700 yards and eight 
eet had 31 eee ks Mo pakol ee idous as a senior @ As a junior, had 45 receptions for 800 yards and six touchdowns @ Hod 11 intercep- 
paseo 
HINES, Kevin DL em Cay Coleg 
Twortime All-Central ieee, Gaee ‘ Had 21 pale rs 14.5 sacks ond pre recovered as a | RASBERRY, Rashoad TE 6-4, 230 Missouri City, TX Elkins 
sophomore @ Prep All-Conference @ As a senior, had seven sacks. All-District as a junior @ Honorable mention All-District as a senior # Played tight end and defensive end. 
HOBBS, Ellis RB 5-10, 170 DeSoto, | | THOMPSON, Brian RB 5-9, 182 Plantation, FL Plontati 
District Offensive Most Valuable Player # As a senior, had 1) 701 yords rushing oa 9 touchdowns on 233 | | Second-team All-Broward asad aad oberon bel) 200yords hinged 15 touchdowns 
carries @ Had 18 receptions for 265 yords and three touchdowns @ Two-time team captain, | @ Hod 1,100 yords rushing ond 11 touchdowns as a junior @ All-District in track. 
JOHNSON, Brian (8. J.)DB 6-0, 165 pes ils DeSoio " ViERs, Boyd LB 6-2, 215 Omaha, NE Millard West 
SuperPrep T 100 in Texas # Dollos Mori 100 @ Hod 27 posses deflected os a senior @ Omaha World-Herald Superstate team ¢ All-Omaha @ Had 100 tackles, including 16 tackles for loss, and one 
Return specialist @ Member of the basketloall, pero teams. | interception as a senior @ As a junior, had 105 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss @ Member of the track 
feos 
JOHNSON, Cephus DL 6-2, 230 Palm Beach Gardens, FL Palm Beach Gardens 
A Seie © Ai Coieonce © Aso tarer, hod 112 kell ekonn 21 br los, 17 soc two fumbles recov- WALLACE Sous 8 6-2, 190 


jor college All-Conference # As a sophomore, teasers: Cede guloeeticae ott ecb 


| ered and one blocked punt # Powerlifting champion. 
| yor phi od ets on ert # Com Beg posses 7 force ne sean 


JOHNSON, Gerold OL 6-3, 280 Alief, TX |_| touchdowns as a freshman # Hod Sepa Hise I-Conference. 
| Twortime second-team All District @ Texos Sportswriters’ Association pages eh ae Peek an acne Toss Co 
Offensive Lineman of the Year # Two-year letterman # Two-time sya ls All-District. YOUNG, lance WR Coffeyville JC 
eee junior college, but did no’ edt otal ° Raters at a Wecorin in 1999 @ Prep Football Report and 
| JOHNSON, Joseph OL 6-3, 280 Alief, TX Elsik | All-Midlands Region ° 5 State @ Four-time All-Conference defensive back @ All-Metro on offense 
| Two-time second-team All-District # Texas Sportswriters’ Association honorable mention All-State @ Team Co- defense @ Hod 34 receptions for 703 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior @ Had 274 yards rushing, 


| Offensive Lineman of the Year # Two-year letterman @ Two-time Academic All-District. sorcery 10.5 yords per carry @ Had 95 career receptions for 1,689 yards. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


| 
( 9-3, es -3) PASSING Sept. 8 Northern lowa 
= Il NAME Arr Comp Yaros Pct TD _ Int —_—__—_—— ———— — 

25 ~ Ohio = 1S Rosenfels 333 172 2298 517 8 12 Sept. 15. lowa 

37 UNLV 22 Scott 4 3 61 75.0 1 2) — — —_—___—— 

a : 4 — === 14 Sept. 22 at Ohio 

owad = a 
31 ~ Baylor 17 | |Haywood 229 1237. 54 -73~—«8| | Sept. 29 — Baylor 
Wagner 85 396 47 66 5 7 
27 _ Nebraska 49 Rosenfels. 78 381 49 36 10| | Oct. 6  atNebraska 
33. Oklahoma State _ 26 seers iS ae Se Fare ; 
RECEIVING | Oct. ] 3 at Missouri 
7 Texas A&M = 30 NAME No Yarss AvG lc ‘1D ee 5 Klah 
39 Mean 20 | qises 4 77514678 | Oct. 20 Oklahoma State 
= Anthony 35 449 12.8 52 ; Tey = , 
10 Kansas State 56 Banks 7 273 i oF Oct. 27 at Texas A&M 
Haygood 25 211 
35 ate Colorado 27 DEFENSIVE ane Nov. 3 Kansas State 
38 Kansas 17 | = 
r — " 5 “TACKLES: Hayword 90; Reed 86; Turner 71; Word 63. _ | Noy. 10 Colorado 
INSIGHT.COM BOWL ia | INTERCEPTIONS: Timmons 3; Avey 2. — 
. | QB Sacks: Hayward 7; Reed 3; Walker 2; DeRonde 2. 
37 Pittsburgh 29 Tack.es For Loss: Hayword 10; DeRonde 7; Reed 6. | Nov. 17 at Kansas 
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chemistry and leadership, plus hard work, we reached most 
of them.” 

Now, after a 9-3 record, the questions are there. Will 2001 be 
considered a rebuilding year? Is this a team that can come back 
and be bowl-eligible again? 

“We have some major holes to fill,’’ McCarney said. “We lost 
a lot of seniors, but we recruited well and the attitude is in place. 
But I know the expectations will be high. Does this team want to 
be the one that takes a step backward after what we've done, 
after we've worked so hard to build this into a winning program? 
I sure don’t think so, but we'll find out.” 

A man who has known McCarney for a long time, and one 
who contributed to lowa State’s success in 2000, thinks the good 
times can continue. 

Asked if he ever had any doubt that McCarney would get 
things turned around in Ames, associate head coach Bob Elliott 
said, “When | was on the staff at lowa (for 12 years) and we 
were so dominant there, | didn’t know if it could be done at 
lowa State. But | thought that if it could be done, Dan would be 
the guy to do it. 

“I saw Dan hang in there and get better in his early years at 
lowa State. Then, when they beat us in lowa City in 1998, I could 
see it coming. It was a better team and a faster team — still not 
where they needed to be, but getting better. 

“Then, in 1999 when | was out of football, | came over here 
to watch lowa State play a couple of times and | could really start 
seeing it come then.” 

Elliott downplays what he did to contribute to the success 
in 2000. 

“The fun part was seeing Dan and the staff members who had 
been here so long have that success,” he said. “I kind of joined 
this at the tail-end and went along for the ride.” 

Another lowa State assistant who shared in the 2000 glory 
after being gone a while was offensive coordinator Steve Loney. 
He came back to McCarney’s staff after two seasons as Min- 
nesota’s offensive coordinator. 

“It worked out,’ Loney said of his return to Ames. “I think 
sometimes the greatest things happen when you take the biggest 
risks. Actually, | don’t 
know how big a risk it 
was coming back 
because you could see 
Dan's teams getting 
better every year.” 

Looking back, Loney 
pointed to McCarney’s 
“energy level’’ when 
answering a question 
about whether he felt 
the head coach would 
eventually turn the pro- 
gram around. 

“He’s always selling,”’ Loney explained. “He gets up in the 
morning and he’s selling you what we need. At 10 o'clock in the 
morning, he’s selling you on having a good practice. Or if it’s 
recruiting, he’s constantly selling and motivating you. You'd have 
hoped (the turnaround) would have come quicker, but | don’t 
think it surprised me that it did happen. He kept the ship pointed 
in the right direction.” 

Loney said there’s “no question” lowa State can keep the 
winning ways going. Whether the Cyclones can develop the type 
of quarterback Rosenfels was, however, remains to be seen. 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


RB Ennis Haywood 
FS Marc Timmons 


QB Seneca Wallace 


MIKE BANKS, A 6-4, 255-POUND SENIOR 
IS AN OUTSTANDING TIGHT END. 
PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


“Whether we can have nine, 10, 11 or 12 wins, or whether 
it’s six, seven or eight depends on the development of the quar- 
terback because he’s the guy who keeps it going,” he said. 

The race to find a worthy successor to Rosenfels was thrown 
wide open in the spring. Gerrin Scott, who backed up Rosenfels 
last season, missed spring practice recovering from back surgery, 
but should be ready to go when two-a-days open in August. That 
injury gave coaches a chance to take a close look at Seneca Wal- 
lace, a juco All-American. 

“Wallace is as fast and smooth a runner as anyone on the 
team — | don’t care what position,” Loney said. 

Wallace, a 6-2, 190-pound junior from Sacramento, Calif., 
would seem to be ideal in lowa State’s option offense after pass- 
ing for 3,675 yards and 22 touchdowns and rushing 49 times for 
550 yards in Sacramento City College’s 9-2 season in 2000. 

“We had a lot of big plays,” Wallace said. “All of the offense 
was geared around me. I’m versatile. | can do it all, basically. 

I can stand in the pocket if you need me to and throw the ball or 
I can run it if you need me to.” 
Freshman Cris Love, a 6-5, 210-pounder from Round Rock, 
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Wr. HOMETOWN 


Pos. Cass Hr. 


HOMETOWN 


33 lory Angin WR Jr 57184 Compton, CA 51 Andy Leaders (Bo Fr 63-250 Omaha, NE 
14 Jesse Amold WR ik 63196 St Charles 42 Neklinder DB So SHO. 187 bowa Gly 

21_ Ail Ausin DB Je 59180 Torpon Springs, FL. 16 Gislow GB sFr_~—«5 210 Round Rock, IX 
37 Corl Bocon WR Jr 5:10 188 lyons,GA 4 Jeremy Loyd Bok 62 20 Tyler, KX 

3 Gabe Bother Bf 60 23 Dike 78 Bran Luter DE fr 60-235 WestDes Moines 
99 CowyBolwin =P So G2 DIN Pay “BA soso lyfog TE Sr && 252 CrongeCity 
31 Mike Banks TE & 64 248 Ogden 5 Tedd Miller WR Fr 58161 Mount leasont 
6 JoMaine Billups RB So 510 198 Omata,NE 65 BebMonigomery OL So 63.302 Linco, NE 

79 att Bockes OL So 61265 GrundyCenber 83. Janoul Montgomery WR SoG 196 Lang Baath, CA 
“22. Ryon Brocivs RB oF 61 03 Zen 5 Andrew Moser 1B Se S10 230 Gutenberg 
55, kved Bocksa OLS 63273 NewBrighion, MN 40 Brent Nash Bf «59238 Beverly Hils, CA 
50 Chris Boesing fr «60 234 CedarRapids & Brent Neon OL fr 63-270 CedorRopids 
31 Clint Bushboun DB ik 60184 Rockwell 3 Bryon Olle D8 So 58 180 Des Moines 
68 ZochBier =k SGA 20 lowly 12_ Erie Pery OB Fr 511185 Keomey, NE 
“19 CioigCompbel = WR ~—511_(185. SonleFeSpringCA 8 ‘DeAndehilips = DB 59 195 Mission His, CA 
66 Kerry Carlson Ok 3300 Goodhue, MN 44 Kevin Pits FB So 61240 _Brookheld, MO. 
92 lerdanCorsens DLS 20. Henry Podlard DB fr «59164 LaPorte, TK 

14 Horold Clewis DB So 5-10 183 MissouriCily,1X 35 Andros Rainey WR 61191 Waroo 
55. Beou Coleman Dok 6) 285 ChuloVist,CA 9 AdomRurk DB St &:2—183_Silwaer, MN 
43, Ryon Corcoran DB fr 59189 SiouxFoll, SD 12 Hiawatha Rulond RB So 60206 Brodenton, FL 
97 Kevin Costello DL So 63 286 WestDes Moines 10 Don Salen GB So 62 192 St Pos, NN 
13 ian Cummings «DBS 58165 West Covina, CA 56 Adam Sonsale OLS 63 290 SouhS Poul, WN 
65 KiCurry DLS G1 232 Hambold 90 Eric Schmitz TE So 63 222 Bloomington IL 
98 Mich Curis WK So 124) Newkn 39. Curt Schroeder BS 60215 Comanche 
82. Lone Donielen WR So 60 195 Grundy Center 17 GerinScoh BSD 210—Derver,Cole, 
5B ScohDovis OL =A 307_ Coral Springs FL 93. Kenny Segin DE of 64 2 Ankeny 

“99 Kevin DeRonde Oo & 65 (27 Pl 71 Casey Shelton OL So 65 285 WesDes Moines 
77 Brion Donohue OL & 65 25 Chicago, 53 ToddSyeod IB So 60 225 WestDes Moines _ 
18 MatDrote GB So S11 202_Indiorola 10 Johnny Smith DB So 511170 Brodenton FL 
44 Junin Eilers BS 62 230 Nompo ID _27_ Nathan Seth Fr «59159 Ackley 

17 Anlheny Forrest DB fr 6019“ FLWoth, TX 1 TyonSmih BB So 62 280 Des Moines 
42. Fronk Garcia FB So__5-10 244 _NorhBayViloge 37 Cody Staford DB So 59 17) Winthrop 

8 TyerGouner == WR Fr 61195 Sterling, 58 SteveStoniger Br 1225 Coders 
39. Natt Grosserode fr 61218 Linco, NE 8) JohStensud TE k= 3238 Woseco, MN 
67 Cory Hannen O & 65 37 Hawh 35. Cole Subbe BF 64 5 Cedorfall 

11 Princeton Harris DB fr 60-202 _ Friendswood, TK 91 Tim TeBrink DE Fr 63288 Alon 

2 EmisHaywood RBS =~ S11. 218 Delos, 1K 74 RyonTepening «ss OL_-—sFr._-~—= «66 -293_—Formington, MN 
97 Cory Henke mK Fr 60176 Wenedly 18 Mare Timmons D8 So 510 160 _Brodenton, FL 
4 Sombolden D8 + 63197 Menchever 67 luke Vonder Sonden OL sFr_~—«62— 287 Inwood 

34 Royce Hooks IB So 510 205 Jacksonville, FL 20 Michoel Wogner RB So 57187 WestCovina, CA 
25. Seat Horne DB So 62207 Voncowver, BC 15. Seneca Waloce CB 61181 Socramento, CA 
94 Aaron Howord DL So) 286 Dewengod “59 DerekWolers WB So 60224 Sioux Cy 
75. Marcel Howard OL  & 66 321 Davenport 3B Aaron Wendel BS 61 (192 Rhodes 
96 Poul Jaret DL fr 64 258 Lincoln, NE 47 Chris Whitaker Bk 60 27 EotSt lewis 
(56. Tiray Johnson OS SN) 263 eto, Ml 76 lorenzo White OLS 65 34d Richmond, IX 
95 Wilie Judd DK Sr «63.282 _Borita, CA 26 Jock Whitver WR So S11 181 Grinnell 

36 Bret Kellogg Br 62248 CedorRopids 45 Joe Woodley FB So S11 237 WestDes Moines 
89. Mich Kennedy OL fr 65240 Allont 78_ TJ, Woods Ot 65 9B SonDimas, CA 
93 KyleKnock TE 62260 Code Ronids 7 Mot Word Bk 60 230 Mimi, FL 

13. Andy Kohler DB Fr G4 185 Ames 14 Tony Yek PK Fr 60201 Adlinglon, WI 
88 Tom Kucera WR ot 62197 Allontc Roster and depth chart subject to change. a = 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
LOA = Sa | 


QB Seneca Wallace, Jr/Gerrin Scott, So | RE Beau Coleman, Jr/Brett Kellogg, Fr 
FB = Joe Woodley, So*/| Frank Garcia, So T Jordan Carstens, So*/Paul Jorrett, Fr 
TB Ennis Haywood, Sr*/Michael Wagner, So NG Willie Judd, Sr/Cale Stubbe, Fr 
WR Craig Campbell, Sr*/Jesse Arnold, Jr LE Kevin DeRonde, Sr*/Tim TeBrink, Fr 
WR Lane Danielsen, So/Jamaul Montgomery, So OLB Jeremy Loyd, Jr/ Tyson Smith, So : 
TE = Mike Banks, Sr/Kyle Knock, Jr* MLB Chris Whitaker, Jr*/Matt Word, ie 
UT Marcel Howard, Sr*/T.J. Woods, Jr WLB Justin Eilers, Sr*/Royce Hooks, So = 
LG Bob Montgomery, So/Brian Donahue, Sr “CB. Harold Clewis, So/Johnny Smith Ill, So 
C Zach Butler, Jr/Jored Bucksa, Sr RCB Atif Austin, Jr*/Bryan Ollie, So 
RG Lorenzo White, Sr*/Luke Vander Sanden, Fr Ss Adam Runk, Sr/Nick Linder, So 
RT Corey Hannen, Sr/Casey Shelton, So FS Marc Timmons, So*/Anthony Forrest, Fr 
K Tony Yelk, Fr/Mitch Curtis, So P Tony Yelk, Fr/Casey Baldwin, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


unior college transfers made a big 
impact in Iowa State’s spring prac- 
tices. 

The headliner was Seneca Wallace, 
who enrolled in January from Sacramento 
City College. It appears he’ll be difficult to 
dislodge as the Cyclones’ starting quarter- 
back. 

Wallace, who passed for 3,675 yards 
and 22 touchdowns and rushed for 550 
yards last season, will have plenty of com- 
petition when practice starts in August. 

But Coach Dan McCarney said the transfer 
made strong progress in the spring. 

Other junior college transfers who 
were around for spring practice, and who 
were running with the No. 1 defense, were 
linebacker Jeremy Loyd and end Beau 
Coleman. Loyd transferred from Tyler (TX) 
Junior College. He had 12 sacks and seven 
interceptions last season. Coleman, who 
came from Southwestern College in Chula 
Vista, Calif., totaled 89 tackles and 13 
sacks last year. 

McCarney said it helped Wallace, Loyd 
and Coleman to be able to enroll in Janu- 
ary so they could go through winter work- 
outs, weightlifting and spring practice. 

¢ It’s not often that people cancel a trip 
to Hawaii, but that’s exactly what Iowa 
State did. The Cyclones were scheduled to 
play Hawaii in a Sept. 1 opener, but school 
officials said it would cost too much money 
to make the trip. So lowa State got out of 
the game and will open Sept. 8 against 
Northern Iowa at home instead. 

The contract for the Hawaii game was 
signed six years ago by former Iowa State 
athletic director Gene Smith. Bruce Vande 
Velde, Iowa State’s present athletic direc- 
tor, said the contract was outdated. Hawaii 
will play Brigham Young instead of the 
Cyclones. 

¢ Spring practice was tough on Iowa 
State defensive starters. Middle linebacker 
Chris Whitaker and end Kevin DeRonde 
each suffered a broken leg and linebacker 
Justin Eilers was sidelined with a broken 
jaw. All are expected to be ready for prac- 
tice in August. 

¢ A high priority item at Iowa State is 
an indoor workout facility that will enable 
the team to practice when weather is bad. 
The Cyclones have had to use a building 
that has only 60 yards of turf, and it’s con- 
sidered inadequate. 

“We're going to get a new facility, and 
we need one,” McCarney said. 

“T'll be surprised if we don’t break 
ground within a year.” 
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Haywood'’s Here, So Who Needs A Davis? 


The way Ennis Haywood looks at it, 
1,500 is a nice number. 

And the words “bowl game” have 
a nice ring to them. 

They are among the goals lowa 
State’s talented running eck has as he 
enters his senior season. 

Being the team player he is, Hay- 
wood talked about his desire to “help 
my team have the best record possible 
and go to a bowl” before talking 
about himself. 

“I'd be pleased if | could run for 
1,500 yards,” he said. “IF | could 
do that, everything else would fall 
into place.” 

Haywood led the Big 12 and fin- 
ished 10th nationally with a 123.7-yard 
rushing average last season. His 1,237 
yards ranked ninth-best in school 
history. 

He made his presence known in 
a season when lowa State was without 
a Davis in the backfield for the first time 
in Coach Dan McCarney’s six-year 
tenure in Ames. 

Troy Davis, who played from 1994- 
96, led the nation in rushing in his final 
two seasons and is lowa State’s career 
leader with 4,382 yards. His brother, 
Darren, played from 1996-99 and is 


Tex., is talented and could also figure into 
the mix. 

Whoever winds up taking the first 
snap of the season will do so knowing 
a lot of pressure will be off his shoulders 
if he just turns around and hands the ball 
to tailback Haywood. His 1,237 yards 
last season was 10th best in Cyclone his- 
tory, but he is also a threat catching 
passes out of the backfield, which he did 
23 times last season. Tailback is the 
deepest position on the team, with 
Michael Wagner, Hiawatha Rutland and 
JaMaine Billups all looking for playing 
time. 

Craig Campbell returns at wide 
receiver, but there is not a lot of depth 
throughout the rest of the receiving corps. 

Senior Mike Banks returns at tight 
end. McCarney said the 6-4, 255-pounder 
Banks is “outstanding and | wouldn't trade 
him for any tight end. He’s confident and 
tough. Nobody outworks him on the prac- 
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No. 2 on the school’s rushing list with 
3,763 yards. 

Now Haywood is the leader of a 
group of Cyclone running backs that is 
outstanding. 

“| can’t believe there’s a better 
corps in the Big 12 than what we have 
in Haywood, Michael Wagner, 
Hiawatha Rutland and JaMaine 
Billups,” McCarney said. “Haywood is 
the only senior in the bunch.” 

McCarney added, “The thing that 
helps make Haywood good is that he’s 
one of the toughest guys on the team. 
He’s very durable. 

He’s also a real unselfish player 
who makes a lot of yards after 
contact.” 

Although Haywood was listed as 
weighing 206 pounds as a junior, he 
said he actually played at 215 and 
was at 220 during spring practice this 
year. He was slowed in the spring fol- 
lowing hernia surgery but should be 
full speed by fall. 

After starring in lowa State’s 9-3 
season in 2000, this is a year Hay- 
wood eagerly awaits. 

“| think we can be as good as we 
want to be,” he said. “We know what 
it took last season.” 


tice field, in the weight room or in 

a game. He’s a phenomenal young man 

and one of the leaders on this team.” 
Three starters are back in the offen- 

sive line — left tackle Marcel Howard, 


E HAVE 

SOME 

MAJOR 
HOLES TO FILL,” MCCARNEY 


SAID. “WE LOST A LOT OF 
SENIORS, BUT WE RECRUITED 
WELL AND THE ATTITUDE IS 
IN PLACE. BUT 1 KNOW THE 
EXPECTATIONS WILL BE HIGH. 


HAYWOOD LED THE BIG 12 AND FINISHED 
10TH NATIONALLY WITH A 123.7-YARD 
RUSHING AVERAGE LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


who stands 6-5 and weighs in at 321 
pounds; center Zach Butler; and right 
guard Lorenzo White, who is 6-6, 
344 pounds. The rest of the line will 
be made up of players who have 
limited experience. 

The defensive line was hit hard by 
graduation, but defensive tackle Jordan 
Carstens and end Kevin DeRonde have 
started before. 

Chris Whitaker returns to anchor the 
linebacker position from the middle while 
Justin Eilers and Matt Word are starters on 
the weak side. Both safeties — Adam 
Runk at strong and Marc Timmons at free 
— return, but new starters must be found 
on the corners. 

Special teams are a question mark as 
the Cyclones try to find a new place- 
kicker, punter and both punt and kickoff 
return men. 


— Ron Maly 
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KANSAS 


x JAYHAWKS 


few weeks before the start of the 
A iivesy of Kansas’ spring foot- 
ball practices, the Jayhawks’ 
coaching staff gathered for a group 
photograph. 
Expecting yet another personnel 
change, head coach Terry Allen wisely opted 


New Coaches, New Approaches — 


to have two different pictures snapped. 

Little did he know, within days both 
photos would be obsolete. 

Allen will head into his fifth season as 
the Jayhawks’ coach with none of his orig- 
inal full-time assistants still on staff. 

“Was it a difficult thing? Absolutely,” 
Allen said of the tumultuous offseason. 
“But we think positive things will come 
from everything that went on. I had to let 
a couple of close friends go. That was dif- 
ficult. A couple of other guys chose to 
leave. And we had a guy get another 
head coaching job. We hate to lose him, 
but you can’t be upset to lose somebody 
to an opportunity like that. It’s been hard, 
but we really like the guys we got.” 

The turnover started just after last sea- 
son, when Kansas struggled to a 4-7 
record. Allen, the only coach in KU history 
to lead a team to four straight losing sea- 
sons and be allowed to return for a fifth, 
promptly fired two assistants, and a third 
left to pursue other opportunities. 

The Jayhawks lost associate head 
coach Darrell Wyatt to Oklahoma State in 
the heart of the recruiting season. 

Just before the start of spring drills, 
Dick Moseley retired to an administrative 
job, and, less than a week into spring ball, 
Mark Farley left to become head coach at 
Northern lowa — his and Allen’s alma 
mater, and Allen's first head coaching job. 
Farley also took Bill Salmon, who had 
been stripped last year of his offensive 
coordinator title, to UNI. 


TAILBACK REGGIE DUNCAN SHOWED PROMISE 
WITH 54 CARRIES FOR 207 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Thus, in the span of a few short 
months, KU’s nine-man staff had lost 
seven members. 

“If | had known the first moves would 
have preceded the rest, would I have 
done what | did?” Allen asked. “Yes, 
because we needed to change. It’s unfor- 


tunate, but those things happen. I’m seri- 
ous when | say this: I’m genuinely excited 
when | think about the guys we got.” 

Especially high on Allen’s list is defen- 
sive coordinator/assistant head coach Tom 
Hayes, a longtime assistant at UCLA, 
Oklahoma, Texas A&M and, most 
recently, the NFL Washington Redskins. 

“Change is good,” Allen said. 
“They're good people and great coaches. 
| know the defensive guys just love Tom 
Hayes. The offensive guys love Sam 
Pittman. We hated to lose the guys we 
lost, but we're tickled by the quality of 
their replacements.” 

The coaching booth won't be the only 
place with new faces. Kansas lost six 
starters from a mediocre, turnover-prone 
offense and four starters from a leaky 
defense. Kansas also went through spring 
drills with two starting defensive linemen 
suspended for academic problems so 
severe neither might return. 


2000: 4-7 overall; 2-6 Big 12 (T-5th, North) 
COAGH: Terry Allen —At Kansas: 18-27, 
4 years; Overall: 93-53, 12 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 6 offense, 
6 defense 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Harrison Hill, 


WR Termaine Fulton, DT Nate Dwyer, 
LB Marcus Rogers. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Depth and tal- 


ent at wide receiver. Kansas has its best 
wideout group in years, and Coach 
Allen's return to offensive coordinator 
should put air into the offense. 


Further, Kansas lost both kickers, and 
KU’s starting quarterback — whoever he 
might be — will be an unproven young- 
ster chosen from a pool of three players 
who, combined, have thrown just 12 
college passes. 

“We do have holes to fill,” Allen said. 


New Results? 


“You always do. I’m a little concerned 
about our depth as a whole, but I’m 
excited about our potential.” 

To fill the many voids, Allen signed 
nine junior college transfers, seven of 
whom went through spring ball. 

“Do we expect all of them to start 
right away?” Allen asked. “Of course not. 
But we had some specific needs, espe- 
cially on the offensive line, and we tried to 
address those needs.” 

Allen targeted the offensive line for 
good reason. Three of the five starters 
last season graduated, and while the 
backups saw plenty of playing time, 
Allen was still concerned. 

“With the addition of the junior col- 
lege players, we'll have a much better 
offensive line than we had a year ago,” 
Allen said. “I really like our two tackles, 
and we're excited about Nick Smith at 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Who's the 
quarterback? W/ho will man the offensive 
line? Can the defense hold up? Kansas 
likes its athleticism at QB, but just one of 
the candidates has thrown a pass in col- 
lege. KU lost most of its offensive line and 
restocked with juco transfers, a tricky 
proposition. Depth at most defensive 
Positions could be a problem. 

OWERVIEW: The overhauled coaching staff 
should make Kansas better than a year 
ago, but they still have glaring personnel 
questions. 
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Name / Position N3 HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouEGE 
ALLEN, Tim DT 63, 255 Dallas, TX Carter 
Three-year letterman in football # Lettered in swimming. 


AMADI, Ronnie DB 6-0, 175 Alief, TX Hastings 
AlLDistic @ As o senior, had 60 tackles # Had 80 lcs and rae inkrcopons ca jor @ Member of he 
state championship sprint relay team @ Five-time letterman in football and baseball combined. 


ir ne fe ae are hak ony ny City led Garden hel prudsee \ 
ree years of eligibility remaining @ All-J Conterence punter @ Helped team to national championship 
gone ® Averoged 39.2 2 yards per punt as a sophomore. 

BECK, Johnny K 61, 200 Kansas City 


Rated No, 2 Kicker in the Missouri/Kansos region by MoKan Football # Four-time At cnferenca Set Kansas 
record with 28 career field goals @ Made 10 of 12 50+ yard field goals attempted during coreer. 


BROWN, Anthony 6-1, 205 Grandview, MO Grandview 
PrepStar All rei ion Three-time All-Conference # Two-time All-District # Had 330 career tackles @ 
Had 91 tackles, four fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered, including one returned for touchdown, as a 


senior @ As a junior, had 145 tackles and six sacks, 


CLAPP, Nick LB 235 Perera Vohey 
Powe main Alte Agen Iban close ud # As oo had 98 tackles, two 
sacks, two interceptions and fou 


cues Morel RB 510,205 Bi OK Eien Aaaaise 
Ranked No, 12 running in the Midlands Region by PrepStar # SuperPrep rated No. 30 player in the 
lands Region @ All-State kick returner @ District Player of the Year @ Had 2,008 yards aes and 44 touch: 
downs as a senior Had five receptions for 113 yards and one touchdown. 


COLE, Greg OLB 6-3, 235 Miami, FL Huichinson CC 
Rated No. 1 outside linebacker in Kansas junior college by MoKan Football @ As a sophomore, had 91 tackles, 
including 14 for loss, and eight sacks # Had 14 receptions and three touchdowns as a freshman. 


DENNIS, Charlie OLB 6-5, 240 Derby Butler County CC 

MoKan Football ranked No. 2 defensive end in Kansas Had 26 sacks during two seasons at Butler # Two- 
time prep All-State @ Two-year letterman in football and track. 

ETIENNE, Leo LB 6-0, 215 


Winter Haven, FL Hutchinson CC 


a freshman, had 91 tackles and six sacks @ Prep second-team All-State, 


FLOODMAN, Bonks DB 63, 195 Wichita Collegiate 
All-State @ Three-time All-League @ As a senior, had 1,743 yards rushing and 30 touel 
@ Hod 1,235 yards rushing as a junior Helped baseball team to state championship. 


FREEMAN, Jeremy |B 6-2, 225 Diboll, TX Diboll 
Tworine A'S fight end and linebocker @ Four-time All-District @ Had seven sacks as a senior # As a junior, 
an} 


GREEN, Clork RB Robinson 
Played running back, linbocker. es *ulbock a) Taboek during prep career As a senior, had 1,400 
yards rushing. 


s as running back 


IC. Gridwire All-American # All-Jayhawk Conference # Had 118 tackles and nine sacks as a sophomore @ As | 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN Hich Scoot / Couece 


Pender Al Milands Rein @ Roel No 6 ployer ine Minds acon by All d 
PrepStar All-Mi Region @ Rated No. 56 in the Midlands Region Mise @ All-District @ Ha 
52 tackles, four quarterback sacks and one interception as a senior @ As a junior, had 73 tackles, three sacks 
and two fumbles recovered, 


HARVEY, John OL 6-6, 305 Avondale, AZ 
All-State @ All-Western States League @ Team captain # Prep All-City Three-year Beet in football. 


| HEAGGANS, Greg WR 6-1, 185 Kansas City Schlagle 

Ranked No. 1 athlete in Kansas by MoKan Football # All-Metto on offense and defense # Three: year starter at 
quarterback # Hod 4,344 career rushing yords and scored 64 touchdowns # As a senior, had 726 yards pass: 
ing and seven touchdowns @ Had six interceptions and averaged eight tackles per game. 


HENRY, Justin TE 6-4, 235 Hoyt | Valley 

| Rated No. 1 defensive end in Konsas by MoKan Football @ All-State ¢ Three-time Al-County @ All: League on 
offense and defense @ Had 364 career tackles and two touchdowns # Earned 14 letters combined in football, 
track, basketball and aise during prep coreer. 


JOHNSON, Remuise DB 5-8, 175 Boynton Beach, FL Gorden City (KS) CC 
All-Conference @ Helped team fo national championship game as o sophomore @ Hod 29 tackles, three tackles 
| for loss, one sack, three interceptions and 12 passes been up @ As a freshman, had six interceptions and 
| seven pass deflections @ Had nine career interceptions in two seasons, 


LEWIS, Danny OL 65, 290 Surprise, AZ Phoenix CC 

Alone @ rp A Region @ Twortime All-Region in basketball @ Three-year letterman in basketball @ 
Lettered in track. 

| LUKE, Brian QB 65,215 Walnut Creek, CA Las Lomas 


All-District # All-Metro # Two-time team coptain @ Had 2,800 yards passing and 25 touchdowns as a senior # 
Scored six rushing touchdowns, 


PEARSON, Jawad OL 6-5, 300 Rancho Cuca: )CA Chaffey CC 

All-Foothills Conference # Two-year starter # Helped team to wo bow! game wins @ Graduated from Chaffey 
| in December. 
| RIDEAU, Brandon WR 6:3, 190 Beaumont, TX Ozen 
| All-District # Quarterback throughout prep coreer Switched to wide receiver as a senior, 

SANDERS, Robert RB 5-10, 190 Killeen, TX Ellison 


All-District @ As o senior, had 1 '36 yords rushing and 10 touchdowns @ Rushed for 100 yards or more in | 
nine gomes. 


TEDDLETON, Brock OL 6-6, 330 Pevely, MO Coffeyville CC 
Sat out the 2000 season os a medical redshirt Will have three years of eligibility # Ronked No. 4 junior col- 
| lege offensive lineman in Kansas by MoKan Football # Prep All-State @ Three-time All-Conference 


WATKINS, Johnny DB 5-10, 170 Kirkwood, MO Kirkwood 
PrepStar ranked No, 17 defensive back in the Midlands Region @ Roted No. 27 player in the Midlands Region 
by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 1 comerback in the Missouri/Kansas region by MOKAN.com. 


WATTS, Keith DE 6-3, 250 Seffner, FL Armwood 
Second:team All-State as a senior. 


A LOOK-AT- THE JAYHAWKS 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(4-7, fe 2-6) PASSING Sept. 1 Southwest Missouri 
- - — NAME Comp Yarps Pct TD Int ———— - = 
17 Southern Methodist 31 [Smith 306 140—«1963_ 458 =65 «(11| | Sept. 8 UCLA 
SS Dyer 12 60 41.7. 9 O| ——— 
ae awh Bi ———— a RUSHING Sept. 15 Wyeming 
42 Souther Illinois 0 No 
— Winbush 163 Sept. 22 at Colorado 
16 = Oklahoma 34 Smith 125.3: 30. 35 ~«O | - —s —— 
| Norris 87 9:6 Tmna5 Rae Oca 6" Jat ee Tech 
13 Kansas State 52 Duncan 54 38 38 2 
== > = RECEIVING Oct. 13 Oklahoma 
38 ieauni 17 N 
|AME Yarps AvG lc 1D | , ; 
23 Caloradé 15 Hill a 126° 38 11 Oct. 20 Missouri 
= Ross 29 Cy aaa 
39 TaxcssToch AS Winbuahiae aS 134. 93 ] Oct. 27 — at Kansas State 
= Fulton 15.0 56 3 
17. Nebraska 56 BENGE TEES Nov. 3 Nebraska 
- Tacktes: Nesmith 103; Rogers 91; High 91; Bowers 78. 
16 Texas = S| INTERCEPTIONS: Nesmith 3; Roe 3; Ivey 2; Rogers 1. | Penn BileKs 
QB Sacks: Dwyer 7; Atkinson 7; Murphy 6; Whitfield 5. 
7 lowa State 38 Tacktes For Loss: Atkinson 14; Murphy 12; Atkinson 10. Nov. 17 lowa State 
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KANSAS WILL COUNT ON TACKLE NATE DWYER, WHO MADE 56 TOTAL 
STOPS AND 14 TACKLES FOR LOSSES. 


PHOTO BY JEFF JACOBSON 


center. That's a good foundation. Now we just have to find a cou- 
ple of guards, and we've got a lot of bodies to choose from.” 

Complementing the offensive front will be two solid tight 
ends — returning starter David Hurst and third-year sophomore 
Adrian Jones. 

“David's awfully good,” Allen said. “And yet as good as he 
is, Adrian Jones is really going to push him. Hurst’s a veteran, but 
Jones is going to be a good player. He’s big and strong and as 
athletic as anybody we've had there.” 

The rest of Kansas’ pass-catchers might be even better. Wide 
receiver has to be KU’s strongest and deepest position. It’s anchored 
by senior Harrison Hill, who ranked fifth in the Big 12 last season with 
47 catches for 591 yards, and big-play receiver Termaine Fulton, who 
had 17 catches for 255 yards and three touchdowns. 

“Every year, we talk about how good we think we are, and 
we've never really had that breakout year,” Hill said. “IF we're 
ever going to have a breakout year, this is it.” 

Throw in senior peanut Roger Ross (29 catches, 481 yards, 
four TDs), up-and-coming sophomore J.T. Thompson (eight 
catches, 130 yards) and speedy junior Byron Gasaway, whose 


2001 


injury-plagued career so far hasn’t matched his hype, and it's 
easy to see why Allen is encouraged. 

“Our receivers will be the strength of our offense,” he said. 
“We have good depth there and good talent. Harrison, obviously, 
is the leader. He has great hands, he’s smart and he’s fast. J.T. 
played well as a true freshman. There’s Byron, Termaine, Roger ... 
any of those guys could start for anybody in the Big 12.” 

The offensive backfield is another matter. Gone is athletic but 
turnover-prone quarterback Dylen Smith, punishing fullback 
Moran Norris and diminutive tailback David Winbush. 

Tailback Reggie Duncan showed promise with 54 carries for 
207 yards last year as a redshirt freshman, and Mitchell Scott has 
emerged at fullback. 

“At tailback, Reggie obviously is our guy,” Allen said. “He 
can run over you and he can make you miss, and we like what 
Harold McClendon and Austine Nwabuisi can do. We were a little 
concerned at fullback, but Mitchell has really stepped up. He's 
been a pleasant surprise.” 

That leaves only quarterback unsettled, and it has caused 
more than a few sleepless nights for Allen. 

The candidates are third-year sophomore Zach Dyer and red- 
shirt freshmen Mario Kinsey and Kevin Long. Dyer is the only one 
with college experience. He played in six games last season and 
completed five of 12 passes for 60 yards. Kinsey and Long sat out 
as redshirts; the athletic Kinsey left the team at season's end to 
walk on to the KU basketball team. 

“Quarterback is, without a doubt, our biggest question mark,” 
Allen said. “But the question isn’t about their ability. The question 
is, how far can our quarterbacks come before our first game? 
There’s no question we have the athletes back there. How that 
correlates to our success remains to be seen.” 

Allen won't select his starter until two-a-days begin. 

“This spring, Dyer and Kinsey were our two best guys, and 
both of them have gotten better,” Allen said. “It’s a race there. 
Zach's got some experience, but Kinsey's got a lot of raw athleti- 
cism. You can see it. It’s a good competition there.” 

On the other side of the ball, Allen is counting on a revitaliza- 
tion brought about by 
the hiring of Hayes. 

“Offensively, we're 
not going to be that 
much different,” said 
Allen, who assumed the 
title of offensive coordi- 
nator he held his first 
two seasons at KU. “But 
defensively, it was time 
for a change, and the 
kids have really 
responded. It’s amazing 
to see how they've 
responded.” 

Hayes walked into his first spring practice at Kansas with an 
open mind. 

“| studied some film of last year, but really I’m looking for- 
ward and not looking back,” Hayes said. “I’m trying to be objec- 
tive and evaluate people based on what I've seen on a daily basis 
— both on the field and off the field — and I'll continue to do so.” 

Up front, Kansas will count on tackle Nate Dwyer, a second-team 
All-Big 12 pick who made 56 total stops and 14 tackles for loss. 

“Our best player there, obviously, is Nate,” Allen said. “And 
we've also got Ervin Holloman back and Ryan Atkinson and Mar- 


DT Nate Dwyer 


WR Harrison Hill 


RB Marshell Chiles 
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No. NAME 


JAYHAWKS SPRING ROSTER 


. HOMETOWN 


Pos. Class 


98 Akje Akinson OB Stohie, 

“91 Ryan Atkinson DES 62 290 LVere,CA 
43. Bobby Birhiray DB So & 1175 Houston, TX 

4 eo Bookman DB fr «G1 205. Dichinon, TX 
26 Jamorei Bryont 08 511 190 Phoenix, AZ 
15. Philip Coxe Kf 60 (190. Kec 

8 Kyle Cemech CB So 62 215 Springhed, MO 
2B Doniel Coke RB So. 61-205 _Moore Hoven FL 
56 Greg Cole OB ik 62 200 Miami, FL 

9. Cose Collord WR So 60190. Leovenworh 
88. Tory Domini OT ok 64 20 NewAL 
4) Natt Dnielson BS. 162 185) lonora 

24 Ande Davison DB «SII 185 Der M 

51 Chotlie Dennis OB J 65 230 Derby 

11 Reggie Duncan 8 59 215 Killeen, TX 

92 Note Duyer NT Se 63.300 Silver, MIN 
13 Zoch Dyer “GB So 63 200! Ooh 
45. leo Bienne Br 60210 WirterHaven, FL 
90 Jason Farley Tt fr 63 235 — Stilwell 

12 Curt Freyhoter P/DB Jt «5B 155 Phmoub, NH 
9. Termaine Fulton WR S 510 190. Topeka 

2. Byron Gosaway WR ok G4 205 Grondview, MO 
86 BoryGoodich == WR OSG] «190 iddleton, WI 
65 Kyle Grody OG sr 65 %5 Mesquite, TX 
3B Ben Grifin DB fr 5:10 175 Carrolon, TX 
"75 MsinHowwig «=«'«wT?”S*«CS:=« SCS) Wet Ds Moines, JA 
86 John Horvey OL 66 300. Avondale, AZ 
93 Marquis Hoyes DES 6k 265 Sh Lexis, MO 
TL HorsnH = OWROSe:S S11 190 Wid, 
95. Ervin Hollemon De S& 63 20 Win 

55. Josh Homoka 1B So. «62215. Hebyood 

76 Aaron Hunt Oo fr 63 270 Emporio 

88 Dovid Hust Tok 63 255. Avin,TK 

3 Carl hey B® So 511 180 Killeen, TK 

87 Advion Jones TE So 65 255 Doles, 1X 

15. Marels Jones WR Jr 511 200 Oblchoma Giy, OK 
23. Mat Jordon DB ok 510 190 Ancton Giy 
82 JohKelemon =k. 200)Nevn 

14 Moro Kinsey CB of 61 195 Wook 
3] Jee Koehly D8 ok 511185. Chilcohe, MO 
72 Brondon lacy DX ok 63 245 Edmond, OK 
20 Sontona lone D8 Fr 60180 Houser, TK 


No. NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
58 Clarence Lows DE fr 64 260 Balle Cote, FL 
39 Joke Letourneau D8 ok 62 195 Cononta 

78 Denny lewis a sk 6&5 280 Surprise, AZ 
18 Kevin long CB of 5S 210 bowaCiy, lA 
87 Nik MCCosin OL of 61 285 Tsa,OK 
32 Hood McClendon = sRB «So. S11 190 Jackson Fl 
36 Johnny McCoy CB fr 6118S Killeen, 1X 
 DoidMMilon DE. sr«=sGd_ 245 Killen, TK 

19 Derick Mill WR So 58 155. Dolls, TX 

44° Ausline Nwobuisi RB OFr 61 230 Houston, TX 
77 awed Peorson OL ke 65 300 R Cocomonga, CA 
74 Richard Pope OT Fr 65 290 Evanston, 

47 Glen Rebinson 1B S63 230 Longnont,CO 
7 Quingy Ree DBS | «59 (185 St.Louis, MO 
8 Morcus Rogers B S 61 25 Dds IX 

70 Gabe Rosai OT kk 65 295 Vicor, 1X 

85. Roger Ross WR S57 180 Deme,CO 
61 stn Sonds OT k 67 295 Lown, lA 

79 Kregg Schnich OG So 63 285 GodenCiy 
24 Mikhel Scot RB ok 63. 235 Comer K 
25 Corl Shozor DBook © 63 205. Detroit, Mi 

38 Joxon Shumoker  & 60 245 GrondProire, IX 
18 Brod Siebert DB So 58 170 Mimeoaka, WN 
53. Bob Smith OG S 6&4 20 Silous,MO 
& Nick Smith C ok 64 280 Dells, TX 

3 dell Snyder Roe Gl 215. lowing 

57 Joson Stevenson OG/C & 62 285 Killen, Tx 

59° John Siles B k 60 25 Wii 

99 Teny Srickond DE So 65 265 Crowe Pointe 
29 Tony Shbbs RB Fr «510190 Lake Work, FL 
71 Brock Teddeton OQ k 66 325 Peel, MO 

82 LT. Thompson WR So 510 190 Kigore,X 
41 Beian Tracy K  & 59 150 Mariela, GA 
52 Grog Tyree 1B Fr O51) 220 Phoenix, AZ 

AL Chris Tyrell PK/P fr «60225. ery, MO 
89. Derek Von WR ok 61185. Kansas Cily 

50 Brondon Wokkins B of 62 215 Ddlo IX 

67 TenisWokrs == GA 20 Deby 

10 Jonas Weatherbie eo k 62 205 — Annopolis, MD 
17 Brandon Wier DB Sr 62 195 Olathe 

64 Rondy Wihers Bs. 16) 100 Some 
Roser ond deph chor subjed to change. 


QB Zach Dyer, So/Mario Kinsey, Fr 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
:ORRBISE 7 Sea 


1B Reggie Duncan, So/Daniel Coke, So 


TE David Hurst, Jr/Adrian Jones, So 
LT Justin Sands, Jr/Jawad Pearson, Jr 
LG Bob Smith, Sr*/John Harvey, Jr 
C Nick Smith, Jr*/Greg Nicks, So 
RG Tony Damiani, Jr/Brock Teddleton, Ir 
RT Justin Hartwig, Sr*/Gabe Rosalis, So 
K Chris Tyrrell, Fr/ Brian Tracy, Sr ; 


WR Harrison Hill, Sr*/J.T. Thompson, So 
WR Termaine Fulton, Sr*/Byron Gasaway, Jr 
WR Roger Ross, Sr*/Derick Mills, So 


LE Travis Watkins, Fr/Clarence Laws, Fr 

tT — Nate Dwyer, Sr*/ Marquis Hayes, Sr 

RT Ervin Holloman, Sr*/Marquis Hayes, Sr 

RE Charlie Dennis, Jr/David McMillan, Fr 
SLB Algie Atkinson, Sr*/Greg Cole, Jr 


Marcus Rogers, Sr*/Brandon Watkins, Fr 


Glenn Robinson, So/Leo Etienne, Jr 


LCB Quincy Roe, Sr*/Matt Jordan, Jr 
Andrew Davison, Sr*/Carl Ivey, So 
ss Joke Letourneau, Jr/Santana Lane, Fr 
FS Jamarei Bryant, Sr/ Brandon Wier, Sr 


P Chris Tyrrel, Fr/Curtis Ansel, Jr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


eck and neck for the starting 

quarterback job at the start of 

the spring, Zach Dyer and 
Mario Kinsey emerged from spring drills 
with neither clearly having won the job. 

While Dyer and Kinsey pulled away 
from the rest of their competition, neither 
did much to pull away from the other. 

“We've had some separation between 
those two and the other guys,” KU coach 
Terry Allen said. “But I'm not sure we’re 
ready, at the end of the spring, to say so- 
and-so’s the starter.” 

In the final scrimmage of the spring, 
Kinsey completed six of 12 passes for 
106 yards and a touchdown. Dyer was six 
for 11 for 76 yards with an interception. 

“No doubt Zach put a lead, an open- 
ing on me,” Kinsey said. “He had a great 
day, making things happen. | mean it’s 
discouraging knowing the last practice 
I had was like this.” 

Dyer disagreed. 

“No, I don’t really think so,” Dyer 
countered. “I think he’s just being nice, 
giving credit. But I think I did a decent 
job. I think we both did a pretty good job, 
but I don’t feel like I separated myself 
quite a bit or anything.” 

¢ Speedy defensive back Leo Book- 
man took a few snaps at running back 
during the spring. Bookman, a reserve 
safety, won the large-class Texas state 
track and field titles in the 100- and 
200-meter dashes. 

“Coach Allen felt like we needed 
some more help at tailback,” Bookman 
said. “He feels like my size and speed 
could be an asset. | played offense in high 
school. When | first came here last year, 
they moved me to DB. I'd rather play 
wide receiver, actually, but Coach Allen 
feels like I could help more at tailback.” 

¢ Defensive linemen Ervin Holloman 
and De’Nard Whitfield were suspended 
from the start of KU’s spring drills for 
academic reasons. Holloman eventually 
returned, but Whitfield did not. “It doesn’t 
look good,” Allen said, in response to the 
possibility of Whitfield returning next fall. 

¢ KU’s spring-ending scrimmage 
wasn't much to look at by design. Rather 
than play a true exhibition game, Allen 
opted to hold a conservative, controlled 
scrimmage. “The one thing that we prob- 
ably have going for us with the new staff 
members is that we do have an element 
of surprise,” Allen said. 
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HARRISON HILL HAS 106 CAREER RECEPTIONS 
FOR 1,514 YARDS WITH SEVEN 
TOUCHDOWNS. 


PHOTO BY JEFF JACOBSON, 


quis Hayes. We have a couple of transfers 
— Charlie Dennis and Brandon Lacy — 
and redshirt freshmen David McMillan 
and Travis Watkins there, too. That should 
be a good position for us.” 

KU lost half of its starting linebacker 
corps, but it returns two of its best in Mar- 
cus Rogers (91 total stops) and Algie 
Atkinson (62 tackles, seven sacks). 

“Marcus is the key there,” Allen said. 
“Marcus and Algie. We like Glenn Robin- 
son and a couple of jucos — Leo Etienne 
and Greg Cole. We've got talent. Depth is 
a concern. If our linebackers stay healthy, 
that'll be a good group.” 

The news in the secondary is mixed. 
While the Jayhawks return both starting 
cornerbacks — Andrew Davison and 
Quincy Roe — they lost both starting 
safeties to graduation. 

“We'll be OK outside,” Allen said. 
“We've got Andrew and Quincy there, and 
a couple of young guys like Carl Ivey in the 
mix. The big question is, how will Jamarei 
Bryant and Jake Letourneau do at the safety 
position? We've got more speed back 
there. There’s no question about that. The 
question is, will those guys be able to hold 
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Hill Wants No Breaks, No Shakes — Just Wins 


arrison Hill’s first season ended 

early because of a broken 

ankle, and his last one started 
late because of the bizarre recurrence 
of chronic dehydration. 

In between, Hill has established 
himself as the best receiver on the Uni- 
versity of Kansas football team. 

“I really think, if you look at our 
receivers, we've got the best group in the 
Big 12 — us and Texas,” said Hill, KU’s 
sure-handed 5-11, 190-pound senior. 

“IF I'm one of the best here, does that make 
me one of the best in the Big 12? want to 
be. I'll go on the field and try to prove 
lam. That was my goal when | first came 
here. | think | made strides last year.” 

Hill worked his way into the startin 
lineup as a true freshman, but aileer 
a broken left ankle in the second game 
and spent the rest of the season as 
a medical redshirt. 

Since then, he has played in 32 
games and made 32 starts. 

Hill has 106 career receptions for 
1,514 yards with seven touchdowns. 

Last year was his best. An honor- 


up physically to the rigors of playing safety 
in the Big 12 Conference? The other good 
thing is, we have guys like Matt Jordan and 
Leo Bookman and Santana Lane. Talk about 
gifted players. Bookman and Lane are both 
speed guys. They are fast. Don't be sur- 
prised you see Bookman carrying the ball 


EVERY YEAR, WE 
TALK ABOUT 
7 HOW GOOD WE 
THINK WE ARE, 
AND WE'VE NEVER REALLY 


HAD THAT BREAKOUT 
YEAR,” HILL SAID. “IF WE’RE 
EVER GOING TO HAVE A 
BREAKOUT YEAR, THIS IS IT.” 


some. He’s that fast.” 
Allen's greatest concern is how quickly 
the Jayhawks will take to their new coaches. 
“Some people say it takes a couple of 
years for it to take,” Allen said. “But, for- 


able-mention All-Big 12 selection, Hill 
made 47 catches for 591 yards and 

a TD. He sat out the first game sufferin 
chronic dehydration that had hounded 
him since high school. 

Especially during early season, Hill 
was prone fo bouts of vomiting and 
severe headaches despite drinking prodi- 
gous amounts of liquids and receiving 

ids intravenously during games. 

A change in diet and better aware- 
ness of his condition has helped Hill 
tame the dehydration monster. 

“| feel I’m 100 percent now,” he 
said. “I’m more conscious of what's 
going on. I’m smarter about it. | won't 
miss any games because of it now. 

Do | have a greater sense of urgency 
because of it? No, but | have a greater 
sense of urgency because it’s my senior 
year. Since the end of last year, I’ve 
realized this was my last year. I’m 
focused on the fact I’m a team captain. 
! want to do something to be remem- 
bered for. So far, we really haven't 
done anything to be remembered for 
except losing.” A 
tunately, we had most of our key people 
in for the spring. The guys have 
responded well. The energy level was 
amazing. Will it take us two years? We'll 
find out. But it shouldn’t be hard offen- 
sively. Defensively, it'll be a change, but 
we couldn't have found a better guy than 
Tom Hayes for that job. I'm excited, and 
| know our players are excited.” 

A quick look at the Jayhawks schedule 
might temper that enthusiasm a bit. 

Allen reluctantly added UCLA to 
Kansas’ nonconference schedule, and KU 
must make road trips to Colorado, Texas 
Tech, Kansas State and Texas. Defending 
national champion Oklahoma, mighty 
Nebraska and resurgent lowa State will 
make trips to KU this fall. 

“Is it a tough schedule? Sure it is,” 
Allen said. “But that’s the Big 12 for you. 
We want to compete in this league. 
We've been close. We've had some bad 
luck and some obstacles to overcome, 
and we've overcome a lot of them one at 
a time. Hey, it’s got to happen eventu- 
ally. | am a little apprehensive, but I’m as 
excited as I’ve been.” 


— Drew Hartsock 
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Introductory 


Annual Percentage Rate’ 


Choose your NFL” team from the selection 
above...or, pick the card that features 
your favorite player from the cards below! 


y PLAYERS 


Check one box for the NFL or PLAYERS INC. credit card design you prefer. Priority Code AI9G 
CO NFL SHIELD GU-302-PA CACHARGERS FY-673-RB_ = COGIANTS EY-681-PC = CV RAMS FY-690-6N = CUPLAYERS INC PREF KK-727-U5 C1 BRIAN GRIESE KL-222-V0 
BEARS FY-666-30 Ca CHIEFS FY-674-ME = QL JAGUARS EY-682-FN = CA RAVENS £7-444-26 == CUMIKE ALSTOTT KK-768-BP CO EDGERRIN JAMES —_KK-764-XK 
a BENGALS FY-667-5U 0 COLTS FY-675-D6 = QJETS FY-683-92 CY REDSKINS FY-691-(3  COCHARLIEBATCH =——KL-223-CN COJEVON KEARSE = KK-938-94 
COBILLS FY-668-54 a COWBOYS £Y-676-VD + QLLIONS EY-684-BE SAINTS EY-692-37  COCRIS CARTER KK-762-5F QV RAY LEWIS KL-300-MG 
O BRONCOS EY-669-AS CA DOLPHINS EY-677-2N CO PACKERS EY-686-2R © ©) SEAHAWKS FY-693-A4 © COWAYNECHREBET —KL-227-RG_ = CL RANDY MOSS KK-760-EB 
<1 BROWNS EY-670-NK — ) EAGLES FY-678-5Q © ©) PANTHERS EY-687-8Y CQ STEELERS FY-694-9H = QUTIM COUCH KK-939-E7  CODEION SANDERS —_KK-761-HX 
Co BUCCANEERS EY-671-K5 C1 FALCONS FY-679-19 C1 PATRIOTS FY-688-25 CO TEXANS KL-374-R8 = CRON DAYNE KL-299-MC— CLEMMITTSMITH =——_KK-758-YA 
Ci CARDINALS EY-672-59 (1 49’ERS EY-680-WY = CURAIDERS FY-689-6) © QITITANS EY-685-GX © CUMARSHALL FAULK —KK-763-9) = CUKURT WARNER ——_KK-765-AG 
CUVIKINGS FY-695-2E  UEDDIEGEORGE —KK-767-4U CA CHARLES WOODSON KL-220-¥M 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card. Please print clearly in black or blue ink. 


Before completing this application, you should be able to answer “Yes” to these questions: 
Do you havea Total Household Income of $15,000 or greater? (not applicable to students)* 0 Yes 


Is your credit history dear of bankruptcies or seriously delinquent accounts? OYs No 


/ ! 


MY SIGNATURE MEANS THAT | AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM AND Plesse print clearly in black or blwe ink, 
‘TO BE BOUND BY EACH OF THE TERMS OF THE CREDIT CARD AGREEMENT, INCLUDING ARBITRATION, 
Social Security # Birth date 


If the name or address below is incorrect, please print the correct information clearly on this form. 


Mother's maiden name (for security purposes) 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card. Please print clearly in black or blue ink. 


Monthly Housing Payment $ Are you: (1) Homeowner [7] Renter 
Name Other Your 
annual salary $ 
Hooie phoae : Other huschold 
Address B income +$ 
Business phone ( J 
Employer income $ 
(If self-employed, please state the nature of your business.) 
Years Source of 
~ Position? + other income? 
Please send an additional card at no extra cost for: 
Name = wish @ considered as @ basis for repayment. 
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Football fans... You'll score 
with these fine features: 


e FREE Officially Licensed Team Stadium Blanket 
e 3.9% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 


for cash advance checks & balance transferst 


* 
fk 
e No Annual Fee ari: 


Apply Today! 


* Because the total value of balance transfer requests cannot exceed your available credit line, MBNA will send either full or partial payments to your creditors in the order in which you've listed them, 
Allow at least two weeks from account opening for processing of your request(s). You should continue to make your monthly payments to each creditor until the balance transfer appears as a credit 
on that account. MBNA processes balance transfers as cash advances according to the terms of the Credit Card Agreement. Francs charges begin accruing on cash advances from the transaction 
date. There is no grace period for cash advance transactions. Cash advances and/or balance transfers may not be used to pay off or pay down any MBNA® account. 

§To receive Stadium Blanket, you must be approved for the card, and then make any combination of purchases or cash advance transactions totaling at least $25; All qualifying transactions must occur within the 
same month ending on or before December 31, 2001. Limit one Stadium Blanket (est. retail value of $35.00) per new account. The Stadium Blanket will feature the same logo as the card you select or the current 
team logo of the Players card you have selected, No team substitutions permitted. Please allow 10-12 weeks for delivery after qualifying. Supplies are limited. Approximate size is 48" X 60". This promotion is offered 
by MBNA America. Restrictions apply. Sponsor reserves right to substitute item with one of equal or greater value. “NFL” and the NFL Shield are registered trademarks of the National Football League. Team name(s) 
and logo(s) are the registered trademarks of the team(s) indicated, PLAYERS INC. is a registered trademark of the National Football League Players Incorporated. PLAYERS INC. is not affiliated with the National 
Football League or its member teams. 

MBNA America® and MBNA are service marks of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 


-MORE RATE AND FEE INFORMATION- 
The current promotional Annual Percentage Rate (APR) offer for cash advance check 
and balance transfer transactions is 3.9% through your first six statement closing dates, 
commencing the month after your account is opened. When your minimum monthly 
payment is late (that is, not received by its Payment Due Date), or when the promotional 
offer expires, the APR that will be applied to all new and outstanding cash advance 
balances (consisting of cash advance check and balance transfer transactions) will be 
13.99%. Should your payment be late, the non-promotional APR will be applied to 
all new and outstanding cash advance check and balance transfer balances as of the 
first day of the billing cycle in which the payment was late (or never received). The 
non-promotional APR for your account is not guaranteed and is subject to change. 
MBNA will allocate your payments to balances (including new transactions) with 
lower APRs before balances with higher APRs. 


-CONDITIONS- 
| have read this application, and everything | have stated in it is true. | authorize MBNA 
America Bank, N.A. (MBNA) to check my credit, employment history, or any other informa- 
tion and to report to others such information and credit experience with me. | understand 
that the acceptance or use of any card issued will be subject to the terms of this application 
and the Credit Card Agreement that will be sent with the card, and | agree to be responsible 
for all charges incurred according to such terms. | accept that MBNA may, at its discretion, 
periodically consider any account for an automatic upgrade. | am at least 18 years of age 
and a citizen of the United States or a permanent resident of the U.S. or Puerto Rico. ! 
consent to and authorize MBNA, any of its affiliates, or its marketing associates to monitor 
and/or record any of my telephone conversations with their representatives or the 
representatives of any of those companies. 


| understand that if this credit card application is approved for an account with a credit 
line of less than $5,000, | will receive a Preferred account. | accept that MBNA may, at its 
discretion, periodically consider any account for an automatic upgrade. 

that date. For more current information, please call MBNA at 1-800-523-7666.TTY users 


Visa is a federally registered service mark of Visa International Inc. and is used pursuant to license, AD-04-01-0020 
Annual fee None. 
t+ Annual Percentage Rate (APR) | 13.99% APR for purchases. a 5 Zz 5 
Grace period for repayment At least 25 days, if each month, we receive payment in ry ies) mS =} 
of balance for purchases full of your New Balance Total by the Payment Due Date. > 5 S rs S 
Method of computing the Average Daily Balance (including new transactions). DW SA m Se 
balance for purchases oO > = Oo 
Transaction fees for cash Transaction fee for Bank and ATM cash advances: 3% | S < ce Ss; 
advances and fees for of each cash advance (minimum $5). Transaction fee x ro Dv 
paying late or exceeding for credit card cash advance checks and balance ~~ Oo Zz RS WM 
the credit limit transfers: 3% of each cash advance (minimum $5, wo VW a) i 
maximum $40). Late-payment fee: $29. Over-the- Oo > > = 
credit-limit fee: $29. Ne} SI = 
Transaction fee for purchases | Transaction fee for the purchase of wire transfers, via ow = 
person-to-person money transfers, money orders, \o ee 
bets, lottery tickets, and casino gaming chips: 3% of S > 
each such purchase (minimum $ E ~ ~) 
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The information in this application was accurate as of 04/01 and may have changed after 
please call 1-800-833-6262. 
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SHIVLS GALINN 


he season began in withering heat — 
T:: kind that made the end zone 

look like a mirage for a team starting 
a drive at its 20-yard line. It ended in 
frosty conditions inside the Cotton Bowl, 


where a thin layer of snow covered the 
field prior to kickoff. 


Consistency 


Those extremes best summarized the 
2000 season for Kansas State, an 11-3 run 
which began in August and spanned the 
most games the program has endured in 
one season. 

The grind had its ups and downs, 
though K-State weathered the beginning 
and end to produce wins over lowa in the 
Eddie Robinson Classic and Tennessee in 
the Cotton Bowl. It finished in the Top 10 
of both major polls. 

Would the Wildcats care to follow the 
same grueling stretch very soon? 

“| don’t know that we would. I’m not 
casting it aside completely, but right now 
I'm not interested,” said K-State coach Bill 
Snyder, who begins his 13th season need- 
ing one win for his 100th victory with the 
Wildcats. Although quite long, the 2000 
season never turned into an embarrassment. 

Two of Kansas State’s defeats were to 
eventual national champion Oklahoma, 
41-31 in Manhattan, and 27-24 in the Big 
12 championship game. 

Nothing to be ashamed of there, 

except that each meeting prompted a 
reunion with former K-State staff members 
headed by OU coach Bob Stoops. While 
all the formalities were cordial enough, 
a patch of frost could be detected since 
no lasting relationship has ever been 
maintained between Snyder and the 
young upstart who helped direct K-State’s 
defense from 1989-95. 

The K-State coaches would have 


SENIOR LINEBACKER BEN LEBER IS JUST TOO 
GOOD TO TAKE OFF THE FIELD. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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KANSAS STATE 


«~ WILDCATS 


loved to silence Stoops, who has gladly 
spoken of the down time he allows his 
staff in comparison to the work-a-thon 
approach Snyder mandates. As for the 
K-State players, they too would have 
thoroughly enjoyed wrecking Oklahoma's 
undefeated season and proven their 


mettle to the former assistants who left 
them to join Stoops in Norman. 

This year perhaps? 

Well, the two teams do meet again on 
Sept. 29 in Norman. They could also 
reassemble for the Big 12 championship 
game, though K-State won't be the consen- 
sus choice to retain the North Division title. 

Not when that road runs through Lin- 
coln. While Kansas State has won two of 
the last three meetings with Nebraska (the 
last time that happened was in the late 
1950s), it has not parted the Red Sea with 
a victory since 1968. 

In addition, K-State must reload. 

It lost five starters on offense, including 
savvy quarterback Jonathan Beasley, who 
engineered the late comeback in the 
29-28 squeaker over Nebraska. It also was 
hurt by seven losses on defense, including 
three of its top four tacklers off a unit 
which ranked fourth overall nationally. 


WILDCATS 


2000: | 1-3 overall; 6-2 Big 12 (1st North) 

COACH: Bill Snyder — At Kansas State and 
Overall: 99-43-1, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 0; 6 offense, 
3 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Josh Scobey, 
WAR/KR Aaron Lockett, OT Thomas Barnett, 
LB Ben Leber, LB Terry Pierce, FS Jon 
McGraw 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: Running backs 
provide the most experience on offense 
with three experienced blockers returning 
up front front to clear paths. Breakaway 
threats could excel returning kicks. 


All-American kicker Jamie Rheem also 
was among the 27 seniors who dressed 
for the final time in the Cotton Bowl, 
where K-State celebrated its eighth con- 
secutive bowl appearance by thumping 
Tennessee 35-21 to ensure a fourth 
straight 1 1-win season. 


Wanted Rather Than Extremes 


“If that senior class was not the largest 
we've had here, it’s close to the largest,” 
Snyder said. “But we don't assess it nec- 
essarily in terms of the numbers of losses, 
but what's within those numbers.” 

All that sorting could unearth a gem 
or two to add to some proven talent. 

Although he stands just 5-7, senior 
Aaron Lockett may loom as large as any 
of the K-State returnees. Not only has the 
fourth-year starter grabbed 113 receptions 
for 2,043 yards (989 short of his brother 
Kevin's career record at K-State) and 11 
touchdowns, he also rates as the nation’s 
most dangerous punt returner. 

Funny thing is, the job never figured 
to be his. 

But when All-American returner David 
Allen injured his ankle in last season's 
opener, Lockett stunned everyone who 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defensive line 
lost numerous playmakers who could 
pressure opposing quarterbacks. Sec- 
ondary also must depend on newcomers. 
Quincy Morgan will be hard to replace at 
wide receiver and a new quarterback has 
to break in. 

OWERWIEW: The Wildcats have reloaded 
before with surprisingly good results under 
Snyder, but the defense must fill a lot of 
holes. The development of a quarterback is 
always essential in K-State’s complicated 
offense. Needs will keep the Wildcats from 
repeating as Big 12 North champs. 
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HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Cousce 


ALSUP, Carlos RB 61,195 Liberal Liberal | 
PrepStar All-American @ Rated No, 29 running back nationally by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-Stote @ As a 


Name / Posmion Size 


senior, had 1,254 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns @ Had 3,000 career rushing yards and 43 touchdowns. 
BRYANT, Henry DE 6-1, 255 Boca Raton, Garden City {KS} CC 
J.C. Gridwire 


heii ts Inerkoe HE Sshauk Coes oft 103 tackles, including nine sacks ond 
18 tackles for loss as a sophomore # Prep All-Palm Beach County @ Four-year starter and letlerman. 


BURKS, Dralinn OL 6-4, 305 Teagu Trinity Valley (TX) CC 


Prep ranked among Top 100 junior college pose: oknky @ All. opie Football Conference @ Pr 
rei Team Defensive Most Valuable Player @ Three-year starter and 5 


oblast yb a Ren ST cn by Me 
PrepStar American No. 56 ployer in Mi SuperPrep @ Two-time Asa 
senior, RHA? fails end emsedere Hel 156 tlie oul canS cio hee 


DENNIS, Davin WR 6-1,175 St. Jomes, 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 53 wide receiver nationally @ rent Top 40 Peet in iteaiiona by Super- 
Prep @ All-State @ Had 45 receptions for 970 yards, averaging 2 21 yords per catch, as a senior. 


DONNINGS, Chavez WR 6-0, 190 Tallahassee, FL Butler County (KS) CC 
J.C, Gridwire All-American kere theca 100 junior collage players nationally. 
DUNN, Marc G8 Ricks (ID) Col 


Rated among Top 15 junior other Fah national Spartan @ NICAA Offensive Player of the Year # 
Broke the NICAA all-fime passing ely’ ° ‘Hed 4,351 yards passing and 42 touchdowns. 


DUNNIGAN, Jomes CB 57, 180 Greenbelt, MD Garden City (KS) CC 
Limited to four games due to various injuries as a sophomore at Gorden City Played in 12 gomes for Purdue | 
os a freshman, Sicluding eight sors © Hod 39 tole, including 32 solo, and one interception. 


EDMONDS, Scolt DE 6-4, 225 

PrepStar All-American # SuperPrep ranked No. 33 in Midlands Region @ Red Ne 32 defensive end 
nationally by Rivals100.com @ As a senior, had 65 tackles, including vowed 
GERLA, Rick P 61,210 Blinn (TX) Col 


Pa Scud ot Coarencs'@ Fred sed pared pc rd punting average @ Longest kick was 62 
you # a spt dowd re yed be Fore pp eer AS, | 


i Ray OL 67, 340 Junction Ci inction City 
All-American, rated No. 35 offensive lineman oR © PrepStar ait Americon @ Two-time All- | 
ee ree-year letterman # League shot put champion. 


JANET, Jerome WR 5-11, 190 Broken Arrow, OK Tulsa Union 
Parade All-American # Rivals100.com ranked No. 8 wide receiver ond No, Spe eh | | 
SETS PSEC ES See emaen eee Is and 30 touchdowns 


KING, Dovid |8 6-2, 240 Dai Daingerfield 
District Defensive Most Valuable Player as a senior # Had 114 sie and five fumbles caused @ Missed much 
of junior season due to injury @ All-State as a sophomore @ Four-year letterman in footbell. 


LOIACONO, Mario OL 6-3, 300 Kenner, 
PrepStar All- -Southeast Region Salen 6 Tigieiee aie cellent 


u 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN 


MANN, Victor FB 6-2, 230 Fort Worth, TX 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram Offense Pep Pyar of 
time All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ Three-year starter. 


Seis Derek DE 6: a Spring Valley, ie Monte Vi a ose al 
R Top 70 players in California en ® Taine Ac State Tworme inty @ 
| nine aieeeo senior @ Had nine st by Spt three touchdowns 


MOORE, Lamont RB 6-0, 180 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 49 running back a ; que All-Midlands Pa @ All-State District 
Offensive Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had 1,500 yards rushing @ Hod 1,100 yards rushing as a junior. 


REESE. Allen “Tonk” DT 5-11, 280 Aubumdale, FL Hutchinson (KS) CC 
Sacetl sacl hs pk Conkatarcs @ Peal 2D hades be kat dl our socks aso aphonoe © A Averaged 
| 7.8 tackles per game @ Punted for 32.8 yord average @ Prep All-State Three-year starter. 


| RHEEM, Joe K/GB 6-2, 210 Wichita Collegiate 
Parade All-American @ Rated No. | kicker nfionaly by Riva s100.com @ PrepStar Dream Team # Three-time 
All-League @ Led team to state championship as quarterback @ Had 1,700 yards passing 


SABA, Ayo FB sel 260 Eriol, NJ “ Highland ae 
| SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. ployer in New Jersey a No. 44 player nationally  PrepStar Dream 
| Team # Rated No. 17 running back nationally by Rivals 100.com ¢ All-State. | 


SIMS, Ted |B 6-1, 215 Newton Newton 
All-Conference Team Defensive Most Valuable Player @ Three-year storter @ Led Kansas in solo tackles # 
| Four-year letterman in football @ Three-year letterman in track. 


= ScHoot / Cource 


Yeor @ Two- 


| SPROLES, Darren RB 5-7, 170 Olathe Olathe 
| aes eae Hoe cf Vogal rasa Nese Bde AB Nees Boson 


TETUAN, Jesse DB/WR 6-0, 185 Topek Hayden | 
Rated among Top 70 players in Midlands Region by ier rep + All Seppeet Offensive Player of the Year | 
@ Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 1,691 aes jing, averaging 11 yards per carry. 


| WALKER, Bobby CB 6.0, 180 Trinity Valley (1X) CC 
SuperPrep ranked No. 34 junior college a, oe ea # in All-Southwest Conference Had 
| interceptions in two-year coreer @ Prep All-District @ Three-year starter. 


WALLACE, Lawrence “Taco” WR 6-1, 190 Canoga Mt. San Antonio (CA) College 
ee ae ee ce ees wheal ea hess hegi al tes 
WHITE, Corey DT 6-3, 285 Mesquite, TX Navarro (TX) JC 


[iene pees Sse including four sacks, as a sophomore @ Two-time prep All-District 
° 
| 


WILLIAMS, Cedric DB/WR 6-0, 180 Jefferson, TX Jefterson 
PrepStor All-Southwest Region # Rivals100.com ranked among Top 100 wide receivers nationally # Rated No. 
42 player in Texas by SuperPrep @ As a junior, had 27 receptions for 693 yards and seven touchdowns. 


WILSON, Travis FB 6-4, 240 Howell, MI Michigan State University 
| Will sit out 2001 <eason as‘ transfer @ Wil have junior situs for 2002 season @ Played in 11 gomes in 2000 | 
| # Hod four recepons for 57 yords and Wo ouchdowns @ Hod fur lacks, ncaing tree slo, 


RESULTS 


WOOCKATHHEVWILDGATS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(11-3, 6-2) — _PASSING | Sept. 8 at Southern California 
7 Ra 7 NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct 1D INT 
= |Beasley 313 156 2636 498 17 10 Sept. 15 Louisiana a 
54 Louisiana Tech 10 \\Relserson m a23 19 45 2 2) 
76 Ball State ) RUSHING | Sept. 22 New Mexico State 
55 North Texas 10 
Ske ie 42348 | |: Sept. 29° at Oklahoma 
44 Colorado 21 | Beasley 149 3.3 26. 17 
52. Kansas 13 Claybon 57 oT ay tay Oct. 6 Colorado 
31 Oklahoma Al | Cartwright 46 6.0 24 Si 
28 Toi Tech 23 RECEIVING Oct. 13 at Texas Tech 
Avc 
10 Texas A&M 26 Siecgan a Goa aa Oct. 20 Texas A&M 
e156 lowa State 10 Lockett 36 16.200 "S02 
29 Sialrack 28 | Wesley 20 18.3 60 1} Oct. 27 Kansas 
SUES. E Claybon 9 16.1 74 0} 
28 Missouri 24 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 at lowa State 
24 Oklahoma : 27 Tacktes: Biesel 102; McGraw 81; Fatafehi 80; Johnson 73. | New. 10” slat Nebradkea 
Cotton BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Butler 6; Carter 5; McGraw 3; Leber 1. | : 
QB Sacks: Johnson 11; Biesel 10.6; Fatafehi 8.5. | . 2 
35 Tennessee 2) Tacks For Loss: Johnson 25; Beisel 19; Fatafehi 11. | Nov. 17 Missouri 
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ALTHOUGH HE STANDS JUST 5-7, SENIOR 
AARON LOCKETT MAY LOOM AS LARGE AS ANY OF 
THE K-STATE RETURNEES. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


helplessly watched him flash by. His 22.8-yard average led the 
country. He broke three returns for touchdowns and had another 
score nullified by penalty. 

“| know if I have a crease, I’m going to hit it, and | don’t think 
there’s anyone in college football who can catch me once I’m 
gone,” Lockett contends. 

Putting the ball in his hands is another matter as the Wildcats 
look for a new quarterback for an offense which led the nation 
with 514 points a year ago. 

Sophomore Ell Roberson returns after battling Beasley for the 
starting nod last year before playing sparingly. But K-State also 
recruited Marc Dunn, the NJCAA Offensive Player of the Year after 
setting a national juco passing record with 4,351 yards and 42 
touchdowns. 

The two offer contrasting styles. 

Roberson fits the trend established by former Heisman Trophy 
runnerup Michael Bishop as an option QB whose durability has 
been strengthened by the addition of 15 pounds, up to 205. 

Dunn, one of nine junior college transfers K-State signed in 
February as part of the highest-rated recruiting class Snyder has 
assembled, seems more suited as a dropback passer. Such a 
quarterback can fit into the Wildcats’ system. Chad May fit that 
mold as the QB who launched K-State’s string of bowl bids in 


1993 and then returned as the starter in ‘94. 

“| feel the pressure to get things done, because | didn’t come 
across the country to sit behind somebody,” vowed Dunn, a 23- 
year-old who has completed his Mormon mission and will now 
complete his college career after choosing K-State over Arizona 
State and Brigham Young. 

Roberson welcomes the challenge. 

“Anybody coming in is going to fight for your position,” Rober- 
son said. “I went head-to-head with Beasley, but watching Beasley 
has helped show me how to take it and work my hardest.” 

The winner of the QB derby will be supported by a pair of 
solid seniors in the backfield — tailback Josh Scobey and fullback 
Rock Cartwright. Scobey led the Wildcats with 718 yards and 
added 16 touchdowns, the most a K-State running back has ever 
scored in a season. 

If it weren't for the skills Cartwright possesses as a bruising 
5-8 cannonball, Scobey would appear destined to become the 
first K-State tailback since J.J. Smith in 1994 to log more than 50 
percent of the team’s carries. 

But then 300-pound Joe Hall could still weigh in on the matter. 

He led the Wildcats with 613 yards as a junior transfer in 
1999 but was academically ineligible last season, which he spent 
as a redshirt. Hall did not participate in spring practice but 
remained on scholarship. 

Finding a weapon to employ opposite Lockett at wide 
receiver is a must. 

Taco Wallace, another coveted juco transfer K-State hopes to 
insert immediately, has the tools to replace Quincy Morgan, the 
only Wildcat to ever produce more than 1,000 receiving yards in 
two different seasons. Nick Warren, a 6-7 target, will replace 
underrated Shad Meier at tight end. Up front, K-State must 
replace left tackle Milford Stephenson, who did not permit a sack 
last season protecting Beasley's blind side, and center Randall 
Cummins, a three-year starter. Tackle Thomas Barnett and guards 
Andy Eby and John Robertson return. 

Holes along the defensive line generate the most concern. 

Defensive ends Chris Johnson and Monty Beisel, as well as 


tackle Mario Fatafehi, 
absolutely terrorized THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


opponents a year ago. 
They combined for 263 
tackles, including 59 for 
loss and 30 sacks. Tackle 
DeVane Robinson is the 
lone returning starter up 
front, but he is being 
pushed by less experi- 
enced players such as 
senior Eric Everley and 
sophomore Justin Mont- 
gomery. Junior Melvin 
Williams heads the list of candidates at defensive end after 
recording four sacks as a backup last season. 

“It’s an evolution,” coordinator Phil Bennett said of reshaping 
a defense which has ranked among the nation’s top 10 in five of 
the last six seasons. “I know we can get there, and I know we will 
get there.” 

For starters, it’s good Bennett is still around. A finalist for the 
head coaching job at Texas Christian, Kansas State was lucky to 
retain Bennett after so many Division I jobs came open last year. 

The early help he'll need to mold this defense will come from 
the linebacking corps. After operating out of dime packages a year 


Most Waluable Player 
LB Ben Leber 


Emerging Star 
LB Terry Pierce 
Top Newcomer 
QB Marc Dunn 
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No. NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wt. HOMETOWN Pos. Ciass Ht. Wt. HOMETOWN 
57 Clint Absher OL fr 65 282 Odes, X 82 Ricky Uoyd WR S510 180. Los Angeles, CA 
16 Kyle Altar K + 59 10 yoo 22 Aeron locket WR S57 165 Tub OK 
“65. Thomos Bonet OT S 65 290 _Oldohoma City, OK 50 Weren tot IBS © 63230 WamerRebbins, GA 
16 loRoy Bias WR So 60 180 Aurora, CO 31 Rob Nomula RB OFS 11-235 Westlinn, OR 
77 Chris Boggas OO fF 65 35 Iving Kk 21 Shed Mongo WR ot 62 200 Tribune 

6 sored Brie PIK So 62 185  Bokersheld, CA 8 Mat Nocin OT Se 65 270 Haningion Bh, CA 
10 Trevis Brown PK & 64 215 Ovetond Pork 38. Jon McGraw DS «63 20 Mathoton 
7 Josh Bohl 1B So 0-200 Mesquite, TX 55 Bly Miler OT & 66 25 Torroe,CA 
“49 Alox Correr DE fr 64 230 Howson, IK 65 Janis Miler OL sk 63 280 Gohesin, IX 
25 Rock Cartwright St | 58 22 Comoe, IX 17 Jeremy Milne @ S& 60 210 Obhe 

85. Brion Casey TE Fr 67 255 Godse, MO 2 lwsinMenigomey DL «SoG Smith Conder 
45. Brondon Clark WR S63 220 VoleyCener 34 Donny Morris RB So. S11 -200_‘Tobo, OK 
Cn en 4 Terence Newnan 0 & 511 170 Solna 

4) Austin DeGarmo BS 60 217 Rolo 56 Terry Perce 1B So & 3.250 Fort Wor, TK 
83 Chris Devore WR S62 200 Deby = 26 Antoine Pole WR fr 62 175. Indianola, |A 

80 Jon Doty TE fr 68 270 - WestDes Moines, 1A 37 Chris Post 0B k= 62 200 Hagan 

5 More Duan CB ok © 64 205 Brigham Ciy, UT 14 Milton Procor DBS «60 00 Stlos,MO 
33. James Dunnigon DB ok «= 57-180 Greenbelt, MD “4 ordQik = ss sSo G1 235.—NewOrleans,lA 
64 Andy Eby O & 63 280 Obhe 62 im Rodovich C So 64 316 Kons Gly, MO 
~ 9 Derrick Evons WR So 511 175 Demer,CO 73. Ben Retele OL So 67 262 Wetmore 

76 Bric Evrey DT S 66 322 Independence, MO 3 BlReberson GBS. 61 1190) Boom TK 
21 DeMarewsFoggns = B.sCi«Se:SCSN)O7S)s ning KS 70 ‘ohn Roberson = OG: «=k O21 bah 

8 lee File DE fr 65 255. Bebot 9 MieRonick § K S& 62 190 Obhe 

2A Bick Gerla P ok ~~ GT 210 bovise, X 63 yon Schmuecker C fF 65 25 tmnNe 
& Nell Gosch S  & 62 25 Moe 14 kell Sdrwinn C8 So 62 (188 Mdouh 

48 Huston Horms Bo 62214 Overland Pork 1 kesh Scabey RBS 60-205 Otlchoma Ciy, OK 
18 Bryon Hickman IB So. G3. °200 Mesquite, TX 98 Andrew Shui DE So 65 25 WebbGh,NO 
88. Thomos Hil TE So 65 (256 To,OK 13 Brandon Soh DB ok = 63-170 Wamego 

95. Cory Hofman OT ok 665 (275 Prot 87. Drew Thalmann WR S62 190 Hoven 

39 Nick Hoheise! RB ok 61 20 Woen 43 MowiceThumond = BsFr«= 62.215 Fort Work, IX 
76 OshinHonorchion QL. ~—«&S- 290 SonGobviel,CA 96 ery Togii tT & 64 25 ed 
3 Trenis Horchem DB So 510 184 NesGy 2. DeRon Tyler DB 58 170 Wolwt,CA 
94 Thomas Houchin DE So 63 285 Songer, KS 59 Russ Vonover IS fr 1185 Newen 

67 Benjomin Hunler DT fr 62 275 Son Anerio, TK 19 Alon Welker DB So 62 (175. ving, IX 

39 Broden vin DBF | 62 «19 Stichn Lawrence "Toco" Welle WR Jr 61190. Canoga Park, CA 
17 Jerod Johnson DBF «663 05 (Coy 18 Wede Woman PS 60 0 Boom 1K 
60 Mike Johnson OG Fr 64 237  Bouker,CO 81 Nick Worren T S 67 255 Ewen 

51 Andy Klocke Bok © 62220 Randolph 20 Roshod Woshingen Bsa. 63.200 Wichito 

47 lance Kromer FB So) G1 21. Topeka 78 Steve Woshingon 0G Jr 64 315 Dolls, IX 

84 Brion Lamone TE Jr 64 235 Salina 27 Chris Wheatley i) fr 510 180  Lowrene 

52 Benleber BOS ~~ 64 250 Verilon, SD 97 Mehin Wilms OE ok = 3 250 St bovis, MO 
53 NidLeckey OL So) 60 01285. Groparne, IX Ah TrovisWken BSA 240 Howell, M 

8 son Lembright WR oS 63 185. DeckeGiy 12. Derick Yoles DB & © 62185 Howson, IX 

38 Lorry Lewis RB So 59198 Bowser, 1A Roster ond depth chart subject fo change i-. : 

2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 

QB Ell Roberson, So/Mare Dunn, Jr LE Thomas Houchin, So/Alax Carrier, Fr 

“FB Rock Cartwright, Sr*/Nick Hoheisel, Jr OT Jerry Togiai, ‘Sr/Justin Montgomery, So 

“TB Josh Scobey, Sr*/ Danny Morris, So NT Eric Everley, Sr/ Corey White, Jr 

WR Aaron Lockett, Sr*/Derrick Evans, So RE Melvin Williams, Jr/Andrew Shull, So ——— 
WR Brandon Clark, Sr/lawrence Wallace, Jr 1B _Ben Leber, Sr*/Andy Klocke, Jr 

TE Nick Warren, Sr/Thomas Hill, So LB Terry Pierce, So*/Bryan Hickman, So | 
iT Matt Martin, Sr/Oshin Honarchian, Sr | 1B Josh Buhl, So/Warren Lott, Sr a} 
lG Andy Eby, Sr*/Chris Boggas, Fr ~ CB DeRon Tyler, Sr/DeMarcus Faggins, Sr 
~C Nick Leckey, So/Steve Washington, Jr CB Terence Newman, Jr/Jomes Dunnigan, Jr 

RG John Robertson, Jr*/Ben Rettele, So SS Milton Proctor, Jr/Alan Wolker,So 
RT Thomas Barnett, Sr*/Billy Miller, Sr ’ . FS. Jon McGraw, Sr*/Derrick Yates, Sr 

K Joe Rheem, Fr/Kyle Altvater, Jr Pp Rick Gerla, Jr/Jared Brite, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


busy spring suited Terence 

Newman just fine. The week- 

end prior to spring practice, 
the junior cornerback set a Kansas 
State school record in the 100-meters 
with a time of 10.22 — a mark that 
qualified him for the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships. 

It wasn’t a winning mark. In fact, 
the sprinter who beat him was Leonard 
Scott, who happens to dabble in foot- 
ball himself at Tennessee as a 
receiver/kick returner. The two had 
met on the gridiron just a couple of 
months earlier at the Cotton Bowl, 
where Newman enjoyed a breakout 
game as the Wildcats tripped the Vols 
35-21. 

Newman had an excellent spring 
camp for K-State, moving into the posi- 
tion vacated by Jerametrius Butler, who 
became just the second Wildcat to 
declare early for the NFL Draft during 
Bill Snyder's reign as head coach. 

“He came into the Cotton Bowl 
when (Butler) got hurt and played like 
he’d been starting all year, so it’s not 
gonna be a big deal for him,” said free 
safety Jon McGraw, K-State’s lone 
returning starter in the secondary. 

Sophomore Ell Roberson finished 
spring as K-State’s No. 1 quarterback, 
though Snyder saw enough strides from 
juco transfer Marc Dunn to expect a 
heated battle in the fall. “It’s not a neck- 
and-neck race,” Snyder said at the con- 
clusion of spring drills. “I think that’s 
because Marc is in the same position 
that Ell was a year ago, still trying to 
grasp the system.” 

While K-State’s winter conditioning 
drew rave reviews, Snyder only rated 
spring practice as average. “That does- 
n't make our spring practice bad,” he 
said. “I thought we got out of the gate 
well in our out-of-season, and our 
spring practice has been about as 
expected.” 

A weak punting game which hurt 
the Wildcats in 2000 was addressed 
with auditions by four punters during 
spring practice. Snyder vowed to nar- 
row the list of candidates in the fall. 
The two on scholarship are sophomore 
Jared Brite and juco transfer Rick 
Gerla. 
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Wildcat Senior Can Take It Every Down 


State could be stiff-armed aside by 
a chairman who is ready to assert 
complete authority over the run game. 

I's not unusual to find a running 
back willing to handle the majority of his 
team’s carries. Anyone who ever played 
the position feels they’re at their best 
when their number is called exclusively. 

Josh Scobey, who happens to wear 
No. 1, cannot disagree. 

“| feel like I'm an every-down back 
and | can take the pounding for four 
quarters,” said the 6-0, 205-pound 
senior. “It’s something I’ve always 
done. | can’t justify turning this into a 
dominant-back system, but that’s where 
| come from. That’s my roots.” 

His success at Del City (Okla.) High 
School attracted Kansas State at first. 
K-State won that recruiting battle, but 
Scobey failed to qualify academically 
and enrolled at Northeastern Okla- 
homa A&M. 

More carries, more records, more 
love from Kansas State. Finally cleared 
to wear purple, he led K-State with 718 
yards last season. 


is he backfield committee at Kansas 


ago to counter pass-happy Oklahoma and 
Texas Tech, Bennett is considering a two- 
linebacker set in passing situations to com- 
plement K-State’s 4-3 alignment. 

Senior Ben Leber and sophomore 
Terry Pierce, who was Big 12 Defensive 
Freshman of the Year, are just too good to 
take off the field. 

“If there was a better player last year, 
from the first Oklahoma game to the rest 
of the season, than Ben Leber in this con- 
ference ... | mean he played as good as 
(Mark) Simoneau did when | was here,” 
Bennett said, referring to K-State’s 1999 
finalist for the Butkus Award. “Ben, from 
that point on, had an outstanding year. 
That's a special player.” 

Senior Warren Lott and sophomores 
Bryan Hickman and Josh Buhl are other 
linebackers who deserve time. 

“We have a lot more leaders in the 
linebacking section,” said Pierce, “so they 
look forward to the linebackers making 
more plays. It is a pressure for us to be 
better than we were last year.” 

The lone returnee in the secondary is 
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Not quite the four-figure total he 
was accustomed fo posting in high 
school and junior college, but by the 
end of K-State’s 11-3 run Scobey 


established himself as the primary back 


— a distinction he solidified with 147 
yards in the Cotton Bowl. 

“Going through a committee as 
| did, it ‘ates patience,” Scobey said. 


“| had to be very patient every day and 


go out and work, take every rep and 
take advantage of every opportunity 
| had. It paid off.” 

It wouldn’t be a stretch to say the 
Kansas State single-season rushing 
record is within reach, considering it’s 


a modest 1,137 yards. Yet the mark set 
by Isaac Jackson has stood since 1973, 


surviving the Wildcats’ resurgence 
under Bill Snyder. 

“Our situation here is we're going 
to iy to keep it as loose as possible,” 
sai 
Hudson. “We're going to do a lot of 
things, but | think Josh can carry it 
15-20 times a game. You get over 
100 yards a game with him, you’re 
on your way.” 


senior free safety Jon McGraw. The Wild- 
cats figured to also rely on cornerback Jer- 
ametrius Butler, but he declared early for 
the NFL Draft. Another cornerback, Chris 


i} 
ACO WALLACE, 
| ANOTHER 
COVETED Juco 
TRANSFER K-STATE HOPES 


TO INSERT IMMEDIATELY, 
HAS THE TOOLS TO 
REPLACE QUINCY MORGAN. 


Canty, left after the 1996 season and was 
selected in the first round. 

Although Butler was K-State’s top 
cover man, his backup, Terence Newman, 
sparkled so much in the Cotton Bowl that 
Butler couldn't get back on the field after 


K-State offensive coordinator Ron 


JOSH SCOBEY LED KANSAS STATE WITH 718 
YARDS LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY ROBERT BECK/SI/ICONSMI 


leaving the game early with cramps. 

Junior Milton Proctor, who shined 
against Oklahoma in the Big 12 champi- 
onship game, is expected to move in at 
strong safety. The other cornerback posi- 
tion is up for grabs, with DeRon Tyler and 
DeMarcus Faggins, two seniors, in the mix. 

Obviously it will take some time to 
sort out all the openings, perhaps even at 
quarterback, though K-State wants that 
position to be set well before its Sept. 8 
opener at Southern California. 

After finishing last in the Pac-10, 
these are not the same Trojans who once 
ruled the West Coast. Still, it’s a big-name 
program Kansas State has never before 
engaged in a home-and-home arrange- 
ment in Snyder's tenure. 

“It doesn’t change my philosophy,” 
Snyder said. “I still want to do what's in 
the very best interests of our football team 
in that given year in regards to schedul- 
ing. Sometimes you make some decisions 
that aren’t in the best interests, but you 
think they are at the time.” 

— Kevin Haskin 
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mbraced by almost-nightly 
F sence ovations as he toured 
the state shortly after being 
named Missouri's 31st head football 
coach, Gary Pinkel acknowledged his 
astonishment over the fervent reception. 
“The enthusiasm of the Missouri fans is 


a bit overwhelming,” said Pinkel, head 
coach at Toledo of the Mid-American Con- 
ference the last 10 seasons. “It’s beyond 
anything | could've imagined. Honestly, 
it’s a hunger to win. | see it; | feel it.” 

Although appreciative, Pinkel felt a bit 
uncomfortable, too. 

“I'm a very humble person,” he said. 
“I've always felt that before you start 
standing, let me accomplish something. 
| haven't done anything here yet; there 
have been no accomplishments. That 
takes me back a little bit. I'd rather do 
something and be recognized for it than 
start handing out trophies when nothing's 
been done.” 

The time for trophies will come, he 
said. He trusts in his ability to coach win- 
ning football at any level. 

“| don’t have a doubt at all; | believe 


2000: 3-8 overall; 2-6 Big 12 (6th North) 

COACH: Gary Pinkel At Missouri: 0-0, first 
year; Overall: 73-37-3, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 8 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Kirk Farmer, 
TE Dwayne Blakley, TB Zain Gilmore, 
ILB Jamonte Robinson, ILB Sean Doyle, 
DT Cedric Harden 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience and 
talent on offense. If Farmer finally can stay 
healthy for a full season, Mizzou could 
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TIGERS 


in our system,” he said. “I think I’ve been 
very well trained for this, and | can’t tell 
you how excited I am each and every day 
I come in here.” 

Pinkel, 49, was hired Dec. 1, less than 
two weeks after Larry Smith was fired. 
Smith, who went 33-46-1 in seven sea- 


sons at Missouri, failed to amplify the suc- 
cess that he engineered in the 1997 and 
1998 seasons. 

In ‘97, Mizzou ended a 13-year string 
of losing seasons by going 7-5 and earn- 
ing an invitation to the Holiday Bowl, its 
first postseason appearance since 1981. 
The next year, the Tigers improved to 8-4, 
including a victory over West Virginia in 
the Insight.com Bowl. 

Mu lost a number of key contribu- 
tors to graduation, so 1999 figured to be 
a transitional year. The transition, 
though, was backward. Missouri 
slumped to 4-7, then slid a bit more in 
2000, finishing 3-8. Mizzou wound up 
last in the Big 12 North both seasons, 
and Smith was dismissed after his 24th 
season as a collegiate head coach. 

Pinkel arrived with a glitzy resume 
headlined by a 73-37-3 record at Toledo. 
His 1995 team went 11-0 and won the 


have a well-balanced, high-scoring attack. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Special teams 
and lack of veterans on defense. 
Pinkel’s defensive system is much differ- 
ent, so an adjustment period is 
expected. Special teams have been 
weak the last few seasons. 

OVERVIEW: The Tigers are older and far 
more experienced than last season. If they 
can adapt effectively to Pinkel, his staff 
and their new system, a .500-plus record 
is Not Out of the question. 


MAC championship; three of his Rockets 
squads earned postseason bids; and he 
won two West Division titles in addition 
to the ‘95 league crown. 

The native of Akron, Ohio, spent the 
previous 12 seasons at Washington as an 
assistant to the highly-regarded Don 


James. Pinkel also played tight end for 
James at Kent State, and he has con- 
structed his approach to coaching around 
James’ principles. 

“I'm a bit of a Don James disciple,” 
Pinkel said. “The foundation for the pro- 
gram is from him. | watched him make 
decisions every day for 12 years. | made 
the same decisions as he was making, and 
sometimes | agreed and sometimes | dis- 
agreed. But I learned a lot from a guy that 
might be the most underrated, successful 
Division | football coach.” 

Pinkel calls himself “an attention-to- 
detail guy,” and he scrutinizes all aspects 
of his job. 

“| have a plan in place for absolutely 
everything that we do, covering every 
area: academics, player development, 
motivating our players, offense, defense, 
teaching, recruiting — every area in the 
program is detailed to give us an oppor- 
tunity to win,” Pinkel said. “It’s my job to 
manage all those areas.” 

He does so with a sharp eye toward 
organization and discipline. 

“Nobody's getting away with any- 
thing. And you don’t even try it any- 
more,” quarterback Kirk Farmer said. 
“There's no cutting corners or anything 
like that.” 

Mizzou has piled up 15 losing sea- 
sons in the last 17 years, a formidable hur- 
dle to clear. Pinkel isn’t making any rash 
predictions. 

“I don’t go there,” he said. “I've never 


SENIOR ZAIN GILMORE 
(6-2, 210) HAS TOTALED 1,396 YARDS 
ON 327 CARRIES THE LAST TWO SEASONS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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IGERS*REGRUITING 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hick Scuoot / Cource 


BRITT, Amold ATH 6-2, 180 St. Louis Vashon 
Ranked No. 66 quarterback nationally by Rivals100.com @ Two-time All-league As o junior, hod over 1,100 
yards passing and 700 yards rushing @ Had 900 yards passing and 500 yards rushing as a senior. 


CHILDRESS, Elgin TE/LB 6-2, 220 Southfield, Southfiel 
| All-State @ Three-time All-league @ Hod 230 career tackles ry Nod 127 tackles, six sacks, f interceptions, 
three fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered os a senior. 


COFFEY, Sean WR/DB 6-6, 205 Cleveland, OH Shaw 
All-State @ Two-time mee @ As a senior, had 34 receptions for 903 yards and 12 touchdowns @ Had 26 
receptions for 648 yards and seven touchdowns as @ junior @ All-State in basketball and track, 


| CROSBY, Chris WR/DB 63,195 St, Louis 
MOKAN.com ranked No. 1 wide receiver in the Missouri/Kansos 


Cac 
jon All-State # All-Conference # Hod 
48 receptions for 957 yards and 12 touchdowns os a senior @ Letter Lair 


in basketball and track. 
Orange Coast College 


| FREDRICKSON, Ben TE 6-4, 255 Westminster, CA 
i All-American Two-time All-Mission Conference @ As a sophomore, had 38 receptions for 472 | 


Junior coll 
yards cide touchdowns @ Hod 30 receptions for 491 yards and five touchdowns as a freshman. 
| 


Twortime All-State @ Three-year starter @ Had eight career interceptions @ Hod 1, 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 


PALMER, Tony OL/DL 6-3, 290 Midwest City, OK Midwest City 
Blue Chips Offensive Lineman of the Year @ All-State @ Had 133 career tackles and 11 fumbles caused. 


RHODES, Jason OL/DL 6-6, 290 Kansas City Park Hill South 
Rated No. 90 offensive linemon nationally by Rivals!00.com  MOKAN.com ranked No. 2 offensive lineman 
in Missouri @ All-State @ All-District @ All-Conference in track. 


RICCIO, Santino (Sonny) GB/DB 6-2, 195 Ellwood City, PA Lincoln 
All-Conference at quarterback # League Most Valuable Player # As a senior, completed 42 passes for six 
touchdowns @ Had 601 yards rushing on 77 carries and eight touchdowns Four-year letterman 


ROBERSON, Tyrone RB/DB 5-10, 185 St. Louis Pattonville 

Ranked No. 85 running back nationally by Rivals] 00.com @ PrepStor rated No. 14 running back in the Mid- 
lands Region Role No. 1 running back in Missouri by MOKAN.com @ St. Louis Post-Dispatch Offensive 
Player of the Year @ Had 2,766 all-purpose yards and 28 touchdowns as a senior. 


SCOTT, Justin WR/DB 6-1, 190 tukin, TX Hastings Alief 
Two-time All-District @ As a senior, had 86 tackles and two interceptions, including one returned for touchdown 
Hod three interceptions as a junior. 


SIMPSON, Jason WR/DB 6-1, 185 The Woodlands, TX The Woodlands 
All-District # All-County @ Had 78 tackles, three inlerceptions and two fumbles recovered as a senior Had six 


GOODEN, Orlondo RB/DB 6-1, 192 East St. Louis, IL Cahokia " 


siya rushing, averagi 
ISB UU) hd poral eae moans eave fa yerek ond aaoeeh 
downs @ Had 3) career receptions for 575 yards @ Lettered in basketball and trac! 


KINCADE, A. J. RB/DB 
PrepStar rated among Top 20 defensive backs in Midwest Region Ranked among Top 65 defensive backs 
nationally by Rivals!00.com @ Two-time All-District # As a senior, had 1,443 yards rushing and 24 touch: | 
downs @ Had 33 career passes broken up. 


5-11, 185 St. Louis Hazelwood Central 


KING, Marcus Q8/DB 5-11, 180 Irving, TX | 
All-District @ Team Most Valuable Player ° Theseyor 3 storter @ Hod 179 career ‘edie, 30 30 fumbles coused 
ond 13 interceptions @ Had 649 yards passing and five touchdowns os a senior Had 300 yards rushing on 


35 carries. 


MING, Derrick RB/LB 5-11, 230 Webster Groves Webster Groves 
Ranked No. 1 fullback in the Missouri/Kansas region by MOKAN.com @ All-State @ Two-time All-Conference 
as running back @ Had 64 tackles and five sacks as a senior @ Had 1,305 yards rushing. | 


MOSLEY, C. J. OL/OL 63, 290 Ft, Leonard Wood Waynesville 
Rated No, 55 defensive lineman nationally by Rivals?00.com @ All-State # Three-time All-District # Had 267 
coreer tackles and 21 sacks in three seasons. 


NASH, Damien RB/DB 5-11, 195 East St. Louis, It East St, Louis 
Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 1,444 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns @ Had four 
| receptions for 87 yards @ Had 5,395 career rushing yards and 311 yards receiving, scoring 95 touchdowns, 


| OMBOGA, Thomson WR/DB 6-2, 180 Grand Prairie, TX Grand Prairie 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 27 wide receiver nationally Rated No, 5 wide receiver in the Midlands Region by 
| PrepStar @ All-State # Had 50 receptions for 1,027 yards and nine touchdowns as a seniorr. 


receptions for 177 yards and two touchdowns @ Lettered in track, 

SMITH, Brad Q8/DB 6-3, 190 Youngstown, OH Chaney 

Twortime All-State @ All-City Offensive Player of the Year @ Had 2,700 career passing etl and 34 touch- 
downs @ Had 1,200 career rushing yards and 19 touchdowns @ As a senior, led team to 10-0 record, 


SMITH, Brandon TE/LB Stanford, KY 


62,210 Lincoln County 


| Twottime All-State # Three-time All! District defensive end @ Had 115 tackles, including 15 for loss, as a senior 
| @ As a junior, hod 138 tackles, 18 sacks and 29 tackles for loss # Helped Lcababl too to district champi- 
onship @ Regional runnerup in the long jump. 
STARKS, Tim ATH 6-1, 205 Clevelond, OH Los Angeles Valley College 
As a sophomore, had 500 ae rushing and seven touchdowns # Three-time prep All-Conference @ Had 
3,000 career rushing yards and 50 touc s in three seasons, 

| 
STEPHENS, EorTE/DL 6-4, 230 Femdale, Ml Oak Park 


All-Metro  All-League @ Had 33 receptions for 792 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior @ | 
Receiver of eight two-point conversions during career # Had 90 tackles and seven sacks @ Lettered in 


bosketball, 


WADE, Quincy R8/DB 5-9, 185 St. Louis Lindbergh 
MOKAN.com rated No. 4 cover cornerback in the Missouri/Kansas region # Second:-team WA State  All-Dis- 
trict @ As a senior, had 102 tackles, five sacks and three interceptions @ Had 692 career rushing yards, averag- 


ing 7.5 yords per carry. 
WASHINGTON, Colvin WR/DB 6:1, 185 Loncoster, TX Loncaster 


Dallas Moming News Top 100 in Texas @ All ‘Region # All-District # Helped team to area championship game 
4 Hod 40 receptions for 820 yards and five touchdowns as a senior @ Member of the track team. 


—.| 


AWWLOOKATTHEMIGERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 2-6) PASSING Sept. 1 Bowling Green 
- - Comp Yaros Pct TD INr 
50 Western Illinois 20 [Outlaw 2251051391 46.7 916 Sept. 8 Southwest Texas 
| | Farmer 102 50 669 49.0 3 3 
9 Clemson 62 RUSHING Sept. 15 at Michigan State 
10 — Michigan State 13 
[Gilmore 139 [TEES | Sept. 29 Nebraska 
24 Nebraska 42 | Abron 140 ye ey || 
Outlaw ‘110 259) 5242 Oct. 6 at Oklahoma State 
24 Oklahoma State 10 | Farmer 24 138 «58332 
= = = = RECEIVING Oct; 13 lowa State 
17 Kansas 38 we — 
‘ARDS Avc 
12 Texas 1é Gass Vi 1H i 7 Oct. 20 at Kansas 
| Spencer 35 493 14.1 60 4 >, — 
301 awe State 39 Blakley 18 Pe au bye an | Oct. 27 Texas 
ri — *} > | Dausman VW 196 17.8 70 0 i 
od sceloradar 28 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 at Colorado 
Tacktes: Smith 81; Jones, C. 73; Doyle 60; Robinson 51. 
47 Baylor 22 INTERCEPTIONS: Duncan 4; Jones, C. 3; Caldwell 2. | Nov. iH 0 Baylor 
QB Sacks: Smith, J. 11; Doyle 6; Robinson 4; Revard 3. | 
24 Kansas State 28 Tacktes For Loss: Smith, J. 24; Doyle 18; Mingucci 12. _| Nov. 17 at Kansas State 
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talked about, “We're going to win this, 
we're going to get this done or we're 
going to get that done.’ | focus on the 
(next) game. | focus on all the things nec- 
essary so that we can be the best we can 
at that time. And that’s all | do. 

“| know that sounds so boring, so 
methodical. But I've always cone that, 
ever since I've been in coaching. I've 
never looked five years down the road. 
| have a one-day plan: Every day, we're 
going to try to do better.” 

Past indiscretions, or successes for 
that matter, are irrelevant, he insisted. 

“It doesn’t matter to me if they won 
a national championship last year or if 
they had a losing season,” Pinkel said. 
“You look at the past; you evaluate it 
just so you understand the dynamics of 
everything that’s happened before you. 

“The only thing that we have to be 
very aware of is the fact that obviously 
our players are not real confident. As 
a team, they’re not. | understand that. 
But other than that, it really doesn’t 
matter to me. | just look for tomorrow 
and our plan to make it better and go 
from there.” 

Missouri has 14 returning starters, 
plus its place-kicker and punter. Most of 
the experience is on offense, where eight 
regulars are back. 

Farmer, a 6-5, 210-pound junior brim- 
ming with potential, has missed major 
chunks of the past two seasons because of 
injury. He suffered a broken leg in the 
sixth game his freshman year, then went 
down with a broken collarbone in the 
fourth game last season. 


THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Kirk Farmer 


Emerging Star 
WR Justin Gage 
Top Newcomer 
RB Damien Nash 


“| want to go through a full season,” 
he said. “I want to prove to the fans what 
| can do, and | don't really feel like I've 
done that. That's a little personal goal of 
mine, and obviously it affects the team. 
I've trained a long time to play, and this is 
it for me. So, it’s time | get going.” 

In his abbreviated career, Farmer has 
completed 86 of 180 passes for 1,182 
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yards, with 12 touchdowns and 
eight interceptions. He’s also 
rushed 55 times for 218 yards and 
four TDs. 

When Farmer was hurt last 
year, redshirt freshman Darius 
Outlaw stepped in. An athletic 
6-4, 192-pounder, Outlaw was 
spectacularly successful at times, 
frustratingly ineffective at others. 
He connected on 105 of 225 passes 
for 1,391 yards; he threw for nine 
touchdowns, but was intercepted 
16 times. He carried 110 times 
for 259 yards and five TDs. 

Outlaw said he realized he'd 
probably return to a backup role. 
“It’s something that | have to 
adjust to,” he said. “Whatever 
helps the team. That's just the way 
it is. It’s a team thing, not just 
a me-and-Kirk thing.” 

Farmer and Outlaw will be 
directing an offense with a scheme 
that lies somewhere between the 
approach used by the last two 
offensive coordinators, Jerry Berndt 
in 1999 and Bill Cubit in 2000. 
Berndt was more conservative, 
leaning on a strong running game; 
Cubit brought a new-age style 
from Western Michigan that 
emphasized passing and included 
dozens of formations, many of 
them well out of the ordinary. 

Under Pinkel’s offensive 
coordinator, Dave Christensen, 
Missouri generally will line up in a 


THE DEEP TALENT AT WIDE RECEIVER INCLUDES JUNIOR 
JUSTIN GAGE. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


one-back set, sometimes employing 
three wide receivers. The goal is to 
balance running with passing. 

“We can kind of go the direction 
we need to go based on our personnel,” 
Pinkel said. “We've had years when we 
threw for 250 (yards) a game. We've had 
years like the past year when we rushed 
for 250 a game. Ideally, you want bal- 
ance, If you're good at both, you’re much 
more difficult to defend.” 

The Z-men — senior Zain Gilmore 
(6-2, 210) and sophomore Zack Abron 
(5-10, 220) — figure to get most of the 
carries from the tailback spot, unless 
highly-touted recruit Damien Nash of 
East St. Louis, Ill., forces his way into the 
picture. Gilmore, a slasher, has totaled 
1,396 yards on 327 carries the last two 
seasons. Abron, more of a straight-ahead 
runner, collected 502 yards on 140 
attempts last year as a redshirt freshman. 

The quarterbacks will have plenty 
of veteran targets at which to aim. The 


deep talent at wide receiver includes 
junior Justin Gage and sophomores Bran- 
don Barnes, Tay Jackson, Marcus James, 
Shirdonya Mitchell and Brandon Severino. 
Senior Dwayne Blakley returns for his third 
season as a starter at tight end. 

Veteran inside linebackers Jamonte 
Robinson, heading into his fourth year as 
a starter, and Sean Doyle head a unit 
that's learning a dramatically different 
defensive alignment. Pinkel and defensive 
coordinator Matt Eberflus prefer a 4-4 set 
with the outside linebackers having 
safety-like responsibilities. 

“We're an attack-style, multiple 4-4 
defense,” Pinkel said. “It’s a pressure 
defense. We try to create turnovers. 

We led the nation last year and in ‘95, and 
we've been in the top 10 in turnover mar- 
gin the last seven or eight years. Turnovers 
are a big deal for me. That’s another way 
you help yourself win games.” 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


SPRING UPDATE 
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2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
es a ee 


QB ; Kirk Farmer, Jr*/Darius Outlaw, So 
TB Zain Gilmore, Sr*/Zack Abron, So 


DT Chris Ryan, Sr/Phil Pitts, fre 


DE Dan Davis, So/Antwaun Bynum, Jr 


TE Dwayne Blokley, Sr*/Garrett Hill, Sr 
Aaron Crittendon, Sr/Tony Clinker 
Adrian Cole, Sr*/Rob Droege, So 
te A.J. Ricker, So* /Jesse Belfield, Jr_ 


IB Jamonte Robinson, Sr*/Sean Ain, Sr 
IB Sean Doyle, Jr*/James Kinney, Fr 
Taurus Ferguson, Jr/Steven Colbert, Sr 


FS Clarence Jones, Sr*/Kevin Johnson, Fr 


appear to be running back Damien 

Nash of East St. Louis, Ill.; running- 

back/defensive back Tyrone Roberson 

of St. Louis; and wide receiver Thom- 

son Omboga of Grand Prairie, Texas. 
e Justin Gage made a smooth 


WR__Justin Gage, J*/Shirdonya Mitchell, So DT_ Cedric Harden, Jr*/Howard Brown, So- switch from basketball to football in the 
WR Marcus James, So/Brandon Severino, So DE Nick Tarpoff, Fr/Keith Wright, Jr = ‘ rare 

2 James, S gO in zs BO AAS eS ring. ,a6- - 5 
WR Tay Jackson, So/Brandon Barnes, So OLB Gary Anthony, Jr*/ Marcus Caldwell, So Spine Gage, 4 6 5, 200 pound baat, 


was MU’s leading receiver last season, 
with 44 catches for 709 yards and four 
touchdowns. Gage also was a valuable 
reserve forward of the MU basketball 


SG Mike Hayes, Sr*/J.P. Hall, Jr = CB Michael Harden, So/Rayfield Johnson, So team this past season that went 20-13 
ST Justin Bland, Sr*/Wes Wilson, Jr : CB RJ. Jones, Jr/Antoine Duncan, Jr* and advanced to the second round of 
K Brad Hammerich, Sr*/Justin Scott, So P Jared Gilpin, Sr*/Brock Harvey, Fr the NCAA Tournament. 
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Farmer’s Goals — Bowl Game, No Broken Bones 


irk Farmer isn‘t asking for much 
kK — just one full season in which 
all his bones remain intact. 

A 6-5, 210-pound junior quarter- 
back with a strong arm and good 
speed, Farmer has played in just 10 of 
Missouri’s 22 games the past two sea- 
sons. A broken leg sidelined him in the 
sixth game in 1999, and a broken col- 
larbone was the culprit in the fourth 
game last year. 

Farmer said that as a result of his 
misfortune, he’s developed a deeper 
sense of patience as well as a stronger 
devotion to the game. “It makes you 
work harder in the offseason,” he said, 
“and it makes you appreciate it more.” 

Farmer was putting together his 


best game at Mizzou — 13 of 25 pass- 


ing for a career-high 214 yards and a 
touchdown — when he was hurt last 
year at Nebraska. His potential was 
just being fulfilled, at he’s eager to 
take the ha of MU’s veteran offensive 
unit this season. 


“| think we have a ton of weapons,” 


The new approach “is completely dif- 
ferent,” Robinson said. “It takes adjust- 
ment, especially being here for three 
years. I'd been drilled year after year in 
the old defense, and now I'm trying to 
learn something new. I feel how a fresh- 
man feels when he first comes in here.” 

Six starters return on defense. All- 
American defensive end Justin Smith 
decided to skip his senior season and 
enter the NFL draft. 

The defensive line will have a new 
look with only tackle Cedric Harden 
returning. Dan Davis, a tailback last year, 
has been moved to defensive end and 
could fill a starter’s role. 

Linebackers Robinson and Doyle will 
run the show in the middle, with junior 
college transfer Taurus Ferguson, Gary 
Anthony, Marcus Caldwell and Steven 
Colbert competing for the outside jobs. 
Free safety Clarence Jones will be the 
linchpin in the secondary. Top candidates 
for cornerback assignments are Michael 
Harden, R.]. Jones, Antoine Duncan and 
Terrence Curry, if he recovers sufficiently 
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he said. “We've got lots of talented 
receivers, and the line’s all back and 
strong and very knowledgeable.” 

First-year Mizzou coach Gary 
Pinkel likes Farmer’s experience, ath- 
leticism and leadership ability. And he 
likes the potential of sophomore Darius 
Outlaw, who threw for more than 
1,300 yards in seven games as 
Farmer’s replacement last season. 

“They‘re very similar quarter- 
backs,” Pinkel said. “They both are 
very good athletes; they run well; 
they’ve got very strong arms. Those 
are the Lind of athletes we want at 
quarterback.” 

Farmer, though, is the linchpin. 
And he has something to prove, indi- 
vidually and collectively. 

“We want to bring this team back 
into the bowl games,” he said. “We 
don’t want to be the guys that tore this 
program down or brought it back 
down to where it was before, back in 
the ‘80s. We want to prove it fo our- 
selves, mainly.” A 


from major knee surgery in April. 

Brad Hammerich, who has missed just 
one extra point try at MU, should be a reli- 
able kicker, Fellow senior Jared Gilpin is 
back for a third season as the No. 1 punter. 


Y PHILOSO- 


PHY IS, WE 


DON’T EVER LOSE A FOOT- 
BALL GAME BECAUSE OF THE 
KICKING GAME,” 

PINKEL SAID. 


Shoring up the special teams, 
a consistent area of weakness during 
Smith's tenure, will be emphasized, 
Pinkel vowed. “My philosophy is, we 
don’t ever lose a football game because 
of the kicking game, No. 1,” he said. 


KIRK FARMER WAS PUTTING TOGETHER HIS 
BEST GAME AT MIZZOU — 13 OF 25 PASSING 
FOR A CAREER-HIGH 214 YARDS AND A 
TOUCHDOWN — WHEN HE WAS HURT LAST 
YEAR AT NEBRASKA. 

PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


“Don’t get punts blocked; don’t get 
field goals blocked; don’t give up punt 
returns for touchdowns.” 

And this is a guy who knows some- 
thing about winning football games. 

“It's difficult to win ... it's hard to win,” 
Pinkel said. “But I've won everywhere I've 
been. Obviously, people are very, very 
excited, and there’s a high expectation 
level. But nobody has a higher expectation 
level for our program than Gary Pinkel 
does. Nobody will put more pressure on 
Gary Pinkel than he'll put on himself. 

“So, | don’t really care what pressure 
is out there. | put more on myself than 
anybody ever will. | always have high 
expectations for myself.” 

As does James. “What you see is what 
you're going to get every day,” James 
said. “He’s not up and down. He’s a hard 
worker and he’s a dedicated coach. He’s 
good for the game, and he's good for the 
kids that he coaches. 

“Gary’s a real solid football coach. If it 
can get done, he'll do it.” 

— Bill Coats 
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h, how Frank Solich would love to 
O= those days in the Big Eight. 
It was so much easier then. 

You remember. Nebraska would roll 
through their first 10 games, and then the 
conference championship would be decided 
Thanksgiving weekend against Oklahoma. 


NEBRASKA 


raise your level of coaching to match up.” 
If the Huskers are to reach this year’s 
Big 12 championship game at Texas Sta- 
dium, they'll require Solich’s best coach- 
ing job to date. 
With eight home games, the schedule 
is favorable. The Huskers get Notre Dame, 


and the Huskers will be missing graduated 
players at right guard and right tackle. 
Behind Crouch will be a new I-back who 
rarely has carried the ball before the third 
quarter of games his previous two seasons. 
There also is a first-year starter at fullback. 
Now consider that the top returning 


Big Red Has New Rivals, Challenges 


Things are so complicated now in this 
five-year-old league known as the Big 12. 
Scholarship limits have spread the talent 
around which, in turn, has narrowed the 
gap between the haves and have-nots. 
Every season — make that every week — 
has the makings of an adventure. 

No one knows that better than Solich. 
After all, Nebraska's fourth-year head 
coach is 1-2 against (gulp) Kansas State. 
That’s two more losses to the Wildcats 
than he witnessed in 20 years as a Tom 
Osborne assistant and in three years as 
a Husker fullback in the mid- 1960s. 

If nothing else, the first four years of the 
Solich era have taught Nebraska fans that 
their team isn’t the dominant machine it 
once was. The fact is, the Huskers have been 
division runners-up — not even conference 
runners-up — two of the past three years. 
Games against lowa State and Missouri, 
which used to be glorified scrimmages most 
years the past two decades, are cause for 
concern. K-State, alas, is now a rival. 

“If you took care of business and 
played well, there were years when it came 
down to just Nebraska and Oklahoma,” 
Solich said, smiling the smile of a man who 
longed for yesteryear. “That’s not exactly 
the case anymore. You're going to have to 
line up and beat outstanding football teams 
almost on a weekly basis. 

“When things used to turn the wrong 
direction for you — a bad bounce, and 
injury — you could overcome it. Now it’s 
difficult to overcome some of those 
things. You understand that and try to 


BIG 12 CO-OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
ERIC CROUCH RETURNS AT QUARTERBACK. 
PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 
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defending national champion Oklahoma 
and K-State in Lincoln. Their only real test 
on the road comes at Colorado in the final 
regular season game. 

Still, this is a Nebraska team chock-full 
of question marks. In fact, Solich said he 
doesn’t remember being around a team 
that had so many entering a season. 

“More question marks ... but not less 
talent,” Solich said. “Team speed will be 
prevalent for us on offense and defense. 
But there are many players who will have 
to come forward.” 

On offense, the Huskers still have Eric 
Crouch and two-time all-conference tight 
end Tracey Wistrom. There probably is no 
better option-style quarterback in the 
country than Crouch, and Wistrom is 
nothing if not dependable. 

But Crouch won't be taking snaps from 
All-American center Dominic Raiola, who 
bolted for the pros after his junior year, 


2000: 10-2 overall; 6-2 Big 12 (2nd North) 
| COACH: Frank Solich — At Nebraska and 
Overall: 31-7-0, 3 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 4 offense, 
8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Eric Crouch, 


IB Dahrran Diedrick, TE Tracey Wistrom, 
LG Toniu Fonoti, CB Keyuo Craver, DT 
Jason Lohr, DT Jeremy Slechta 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Perhaps the 
nation’s best running quarterback in 
Eric Crouch and great pass catcher in 


receiver (other than Wistrom) has caught 
just one ball in his career. 

There is more experience on defense. 
The Huskers have nine players at eight 
positions who have started games, cush- 
ioning the blow of losing All-American 
linebacker Carlos Polk, last year’s heart- 
and-soul player, and all-conference rush 
end Kyle Vanden Bosch. 

But at more positions than Solich 
would care to admit, the Huskers are 
unproven after the No. 1 rung on the 
depth chart. 

“Part of coaching is answering these 
questions,” Solich said. “That's what we're 
going to go about doing.” 

One of Solich’s first moves to address 
the experience issue was executed in Janu- 
ary. That’s when he signed up to host 
Texas Christian in the Pigskin Classic. 


TE Tracey Wistrom. Defense is tough 
up front. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Huskers are 
unproven at receiver and on the right 
side of the offensive line. Not a lot of 
depth on either side of the ball. 

OVERVIEW: Playing eight games at home 
could make a huge difference. If Crouch 
Stays healthy and the defense shores up 
some of its problems from a year ago, the 
Huskers are good enough to win the Big 
12 North. 
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CORNHUSKERS*REGRUITING® 


HIGH _ / Coutce 


Name /' Position Size HOMETOWN 


ADAMS, Titus DL 6-4, 285 Omaha reighton 

Parade All-American @ PrepStar All-American and Dream Team # Rated No. 13 tee “te nationally by 
Rivals100.com # Two-time All-Stale @ Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 81 tackles, 12 tackles for loss, 
seven sacks and 15 quarterback hurries. 


BLAND, Philip R 6-0, 205 Lafayette, CO Foiniew 
Ranked No. 6 defensive back in Midlands Region by PrepStor @ All- See Sea eae one 90 tackles 
and two interceptions as a senior @ As a junior, had 70 tackles and two interceptions. 


BRYE, Clifford WR/ATH 5-10, 175 lincoln Hutchinson (KS) CC 

cone year at University of Wyoming and one year at Hutchinson Community College @ Two years of 
eligibility remaining @ As a sophomore, had 20 receptions for 344 yards and five touchdowns, averaging 17.2 
yards per catch @ Had one rushing touchdown @ Returned 10 kickoffs, scoring one touchdown 


BULLOCKS, Daniel FS 6-2, 200 Chattanooga, TN Hixson 

SuperPrep rated No. 10 player in Tennessee Ranked No. 5 player in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel # 
Scored 50 career touchdowns @ Had 1,432 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns on 153 carries as a senior 
Hod 309 yards passing and five touchdowns. 


BULLOCKS, Josh R 6-2, 200 Chattanooga, TN Hixson 

PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ Rated No. 11 player in Tennessee by SuperPrep @ Knoxville News-Sentinel 
ranked No. 15 player in Tennessee @ All-State # As a senior, had 683 yards rushing and eight touchdowns on 
99 carries @ Had seven receptions for 212 yards and four touchdowns @ Had 33 tackles, three tackles for loss, 
two interceptions and retumed a fumble 43 yards for a touchdown. 


EVWARAYE, Seppo DL 6:5, 325 iter ioua- Concord 

PrepStor All-American on offense, ranked No. 18 offensive lineman in Midlands Region # SuperPrep All:Ameri- 
can on defense @ Played one year of club football in Finland before playing at Laurel-Concord @ Helped team 
fo state championship @ Started on offense ond defense as a senior. 


GUIDRY, Aniwon CB 61, 185 Campbell, CA leigh 

PrepStar All-American, rated No. 2 athlete in West Region  SuperPrep ranked No, 78 athlete in Far West 
Region @ Three-year starter on offense and defense As a senior, had 1,845 yards rushing and 22 touch- 
downs @ Completed 19 of 27 passes for 717 yards Caught three touchdown passes. 


HELMING, Jored DL 64, 275 Springfield, MO Kickapoo 
Parade All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 9 offensive lineman rally PrepStor All- | 


American @ Gatorade Missouri of the Year @ Four-year starler @ Had 73 tackles as a senior @ As a | 
junior, hod 25 tockles for loss, including three sacks, and one interception, 
INCOGNITO, Richie OL 6-4, 310 Glendale, AZ Mountain Ridge 


PrepStor Dream Team, rated No. 6 offensive lineman nationally and No. 1 offensive lineman in West Region 
long Beach Press-Telegram Best in the West # All-State @ Played deep snopper. ] 


LANDINGHAM, Rondy CB 6-1, 180 Sonora, CA Sonora 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. ‘12 running back in the West Region # Rated No, 36 player in Far West | 
R legion by SuperPrep # &s senior, hoe 1,400 yords rushing and 19 louchdowns # Hod 3,500 coreer rushing | 
yards @ Runs 4 in the 40-yard dash, 


Hick ScHoot / CoWeGE 
Corsicana 


HOMETOWN 


Corsicana, TX 


Name / Position Size 
MANNING, Danieal CB 6-0, 195 


| PrepStar All-Midlands Region @ Rated No. 117 player in Southwest Region by SuperPrep  Second-team All- 


| State champion in 100-meter dash as a sophomore. 
| SMITH, Le Kevin DL 


State @ Three-year starter @ Had 67 tackles, three interceptions, including Wwo returned for touchdowns, five 
fumbles recovered, induding one for touchdown, and three kicks blocked as a senior @ As a junior, had 35 
tackles and six interceptions @ Had four return touchdowns, including a 90-yard blocked kick return and a 13- | 
yard fumble return steal Iwo seasons, | 


MCLAUGHLIN, Mike QB 60, 175 Omcha Millard North 

PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 4 quarterback in Midlands Region  SuperPrep All-American # 
Rivals100.com All-American, ranked No. 20 quarterback nationally Gatorade Nebraska Player of the 
Year @ All-State @ Had 3,400 career rushing yards and 800 passing yards. 


PIKE, Gary OL 6-4, 280 Pueblo, CO Centennial | 
Rivals 100.com All-American, rated No. 30 offensive lineman nationally @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 
19 offensive lineman nationally # All-State Three-year starter on offense and defense @ As a senior, had 38 | 
tackles and four socks @ Averaged 111 pancake blocks per game @ Hod 87 tackles and eight sacks as a junior | 
@ Member of the basketball team. 


ROSS, Cory RB/ATH 57,190 Denver, CO Thomas Jefferson | 

All-American, ranked No. 17 comerbock nationally @ PrepStar All:American @ Rated No. 12 cor: | 
nerback nationally by Rivals 100.com # Two-time All-State # Had 1,543 yards rushing and 23 touchdowns asa | 
senior # Led Colorado in fol ofense with 3,700 yards # Scored 12 retum touchdowns, six on kickoffs and six | 
on punt returns @ Hod five interceptions, including hwo returned for touchdowns # As a junior, had 986 yards | 
rushing and 13 touchdowns. | 


RUUD, Barrett LB 6-2, 220 Lincoln Southeast 

USA Today Nebraska Player of the Year @ PrepStar All-American, rated No. 3 linebacker in Midlands Region 
@ Ranked No. 34 player in Midlands Region by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 1,400 
yards rushing and 25 touchdowns @ Hod 85 tackles, including three sacks, and two interceptions @ Four-year 


jan, 


SIMMONS, Marques 88 5-10, 190 Davenport, IA North 

Ranked No. 8 running back in Midwest Region by PrepStar @ SuperPrep rated No. 26 player in Midlands 
Region # Des Moines Register Elite Team @ All-State # Had 1,788 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns on an 0-9 | 
feom as a senior @ As a junior, had 1,335 yards and 10 touchdowns @ Had 4,238 career rushing yards # 


6-3, 295 Macon, GA Stratford Academy 
USA Today Georgia Player of the Year @ PrepStor All-American, rated No. 5 defensive lineman in Southeast | 
Region @ Rivals100.com All-American @ All-State @ Helped team to hwo consecutive state championships @ As 
a senior, had 87 tockles, 20 tackles for loss, hwo fumbles caused, four fumbles recovered, one interception and a 
blocked punt retumed 48 yards for touchdown @ Three-time state discus champion. 


STUNTZ, Mike Q8 6-2, 185 Council Bluffs, IA St. Albert 

PrepStar All-Americon @ SuperPrep All-American quarterback, ranked No. 9 player in Midlonds Region 
Rated No. 32 quarterback nati by Rivals100.com @ Hod 425 yords passing, 1,065 yards rushing and 
419 retum yards for 1,909 total ive yards as a senior # Had 50 tackles and four interceptions @ Hod 
3,743 career all-purpose yards Three-year letterman in basketball 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


| (10-2, 6-2) PASSING | Aug. 25 Texas Christian 
Amt Comp Yaros Pct 1D 
49 San Jose State 13 Crouch 1560 ZO IOI RdaTE te Sept. 1 Troy State 
Lord 16 Simonse Guat 
27 Notre Dame (OT) 24 Prise | Sept. 8 Notre Dame 
42 lowa 13 > SS = 
NAME No YARDS | Sept. 15 Rice 
42 Missouri 24 Alexander 182 1154) — “63> 56 78 
rouch i i i 
19 lowa Si 7 | |S srg S| pS orn 
56 Texas Tech 3 Miller 45 225 5.0 43 2 Oct. 6 lowa State 
RECEIVING 
59 Baylor (0) aT TT Oct. 13 at Baylor 
14 Oklahoma 31 | Davison 29 389 «18.5 43 3 Oct. 20 Texas Tech 
Wistrom 19 314. «16.5 52 5 . 
56 Kansas 17 Newcombe 16 249 —*13.1 S60 Og.007) fOllshome 
ib ; : 
28 Kansas State 29 Sed ; a : 
: 7 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 — atKansas 
34 Colorado = 32 TACKLES: Polk 89; Stella 58; Vanden | Noe doe ee Sich 
Aiamo Bow. Bosch 56; Craver 56. | SAS ategs rare 
INTERCEPTIONS: Watchorn 5; Walker 2; Polk 1; Shanle 1. | 
66 Northwestern 17 QB Sacks: Stella 5.5; Vanden Bosch 5.5; Craver 3. | | Nov. 23 at Colorado 
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THE SECONDARY IS LED BY EXPERIENCED CORNERBACK KEYUO CRAVER, 
AN ALL-BIG 12 PICK LAST SEASON, WHO HAS STARTED EVERY GAME 
FOR TWO YEARS. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


The game gives Nebraska a 12th contest. 

“We're taking that game on because of the number of young 
players in our system,” Solich said. “We'd like to have not only an 
experienced first-team guy on the field but an experienced sec- 
ond-team guy. Our best way of doing that is to get added prac- 
tices, and the extra game will help many players in our system. 
The idea is to get ready for the conference schedule and get into 
the Big 12 championship game.” 

The point man remains Crouch, who last season directed an 
offense that led the nation in rushing and ranked in the top six 
nationally in scoring and yards. 

For all the good Crouch has done, Solich wants his quarter- 
back to become a better passer. The senior completed a career- 
low 48.1 percent last season. 

Crouch’s throwing ability was compromised last year because 
of a bothersome right shoulder that worsened as the season pro- 
gressed. The shoulder was scoped in the offseason, and he was 
unable to participate in spring practice. 

“We have to be a better-percentage throwing team,” Solich 
said. “We put enough points on the board; we moved the ball 
enough; the rushing attack was good enough. But we didn’t 
throw well, and that hurts the whole equation.” 

Wistrom, who caught five of Crouch’s 11 touchdown passes, 
said Crouch is capable. 


2001 


“| don’t see why we can’t complete maybe 60 percent of our 
passes,” Wistrom said. “Last year, | think people knew that Eric’s 
arm was off, and our play-action wasn’t as successful as we 
wanted. If we can have more success with that, we can do about 
anything we want.” 

Crouch’s absence in the spring allowed his backup, sopho- 
more Jammal Lord, to get most of the work with the top offense. 
Lord has the ability to be a playmaker, but his passing ability is 
below average and he has appeared in just six games in a mop- 
up role. To be sure, Lord isn’t seasoned enough to keep the 
Huskers on track if Crouch goes down, and no one else in the 
system is ready. 

At I-back, Dahrran Diedrick appears ready to step up. 
Diedrick has been the No. 3 back the past two years as Dan 
Alexander and Correll Buckhalter got most of the work. Diedrick 
made the most of his chances last season and finished with 212 
yards and three touchdowns. 

“Dahrran has certainly earned the No. | position,” Solich said. 
“We think he'll be a very durable back. He has excellent feet and 
instincts, which should be obvious to anyone who has seen him 
play the past two years.” 

Waiting in line are DeAntae Grixby, who has been bothered 
by injuries much of his career, and Thunder Collins, who has yet 
to live up to the hype created by his first name. 

Judd Davies is set to take over at fullback if he recovers from 
a back injury that kept him out of spring ball. 

The situation at receiver is unsettled. The Huskers lose their 
No. 2 all-time receiver in Matt Davison and a flashy wingback in 
Bobby Newcombe. 

Junior Wilson Thomas is the only split end with significant expe- 
rience, yet he has only one reception in his career. Unknown juniors 
Troy Hassebroek and Ben Cornelson are top candidates at wingback 
along with Josh Brown, who would double as place-kicker. 

Don’t be surprised if the shortage of proven talent at receiver 
forces Solich to line up Wistrom wide. 

“I've done that a few times, and the more | did it, the more 
comfortable | felt,” Wistrom said. “If he wants me to do that, I'll 
be more than happy.” 

Regardless of Wistrom’s role, he'll be on the field ... and gar- 
nering more attention from opposing defenses after a season that 
saw him catch 19 passes for 314 yards. 


“As the season goes 
along and some of the THE BEST AND 
guys step up, maybe 
some of the pressure will THE BRIGHTEST 
come off,” said Wistrom, 
who is averaging a 
school-record 22.3 yards 
a catch in his career. 

On the offensive 
line, the Huskers appear 
set with junior Toniu 
Fonoti at left guard and 
senior Dave Volk at left 
tackle. The 6-4, 340- 
pound Fonoti is becoming one of the dominant linemen in the Big 
12, and Volk has been a solid contributor for two years. 

The questions are at center and the right side of the line. 
Juniors John Garrison and Matt Shook are the leading candidates 
to replace Raiola in the middle. 

“Dominic was just as dominant as some of the other great 
centers we've had,” Solich said, “and it was tough to lose him.” 


Most Valuable Player 
OB Eric Crouch 


Emerging Star 
DE Chris Kelsay 
Top Newcomer 
DT Manala Brown 
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CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Cuss Hr. Wr. 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. 


SPRING UPDATE 


na year when everyone expects 


9B_Demoine Adams WE ke 2235 Pine Bll AR 39._Steve Kriewold BF ; i 
eae | ee eee oe Tracey Wistrom to see his role as 
27 WileAmos FS So 60 “4 Kylelonon PS a pass-catcher increase even more, 
70 Jake Andersen a OG fr 61 2B Timtikey_ 7 SEiP “So. x : * 
81 RyonBinghom ONT So 63 ~63_Jock imbough OG So the senior tight end is concentrating on 
22 Reb Bere ee 4 Geliiren__08 the grunt work that comes with his posi- 
14 Dion Booker iS 61 5 DeWayne long WB Fr tion 
84 on Bowling Tk 63 14 Jason Long MB Fr vies : 
26 Josh Brown PWB 62 76 Chrisloos Ol I've always gotten the job done as 
39 _Chod Bul WB So 5-11 10 Jamal Lord OB So blocker.” Wi id. “but I 
43 Don Burrow SFr S10 54 Mike Mors MBS a blocker, Wistrom said, “but | ve never 
48 _Jomie Burrow MBS 61 79 Steghen Manni D) . 7 
ib Ghide aaa 7 Mie 1s seed BA noe Smee ae 
2 Terrel Bul IBS 59 76 eh ci _F i 
ites aa aie a what you Il notice more about me. tl can 
55 fon Clonton NI ke 62 & lomell McPherson ___—-RCB ‘Fr do that, I can be a more complete tight 
eet: sh ee aC Dated ae end here.” 
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32 Kelly Cook SE So 61 61 _ Brion Nelson OG S63 305 Omho i ie 
-_— {5 a a: ee as a __ Indeed, tight ends at Nebraska tradi 
al Jen Goncn ae) a jek tes — ee tionally are glorified offensive tackles. 
“7 EieCouch BSG] 200 On 25 ore Oto Gr 51110 a Wistrom has been an exception. He’s 6-5 
WiDr rok : ae ae tors VA z inte = a % a" 1 oma, and generously listed at 240 pounds. 
_4 bodDoves BSD 31__Jerrell Pippens FS So &2—«190—=*Ph PA 
27_beshDovs Bf Sil ieee Cen ea ae Then there are those soft hands. 
50_fon Dawson OS 62 @ Nick Povendo OT Fr 63 305 _ Keer TK The two-time All-Big 12 pick was the 
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“RO ke 6120 — Toews Be SI 2 Sete WA Huskers’ No. 2 receiver a year ago. He is 
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WB S60 195 _Popilion 53__Net Shook Ce But Wistrom, who averages a school- 
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a “Yeh 6 deen Se oS record 22.3 yards a catch, says he'll get 
TO $4300 Omaha a9 —— ie ees a just as much satisfaction from laying out 
8 So 558 = 200 Ome 34_Rondy Stele WBS 6D Ocha ‘* } : 
ee 1 Cate or ete no prospective tacklers. It was with blocking 
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ss 3\_fred Tht, = — 510 75 teh said. “Hopefully I'll do some things I was- 
G g —— ar aT oe n't capable of doing my previous seasons 
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ar Spikes Wee ee ee ee ¢ The Josh Brown experiment is 
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67 Note Kolermon OF k 63 320 Seword Reser ond depth chor subject o change though, and-will return to kicking exclu- 


sively. He'll be pushed this fall by redshirt 
2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART freshman Sandro DeAngelis, who raised 


eyebrows in the spring game by making 


aM 9: a pair of 37-yard field goals and a 48- 
DEFENSE eee 


QB Eric Crouch, Sr*/Jammal Lord, So DE Chris Kelsay, Jr*/Justin Smith, Jr. 
FB “Judd Davies, So/: Steve Kriewald, Fr NT Jason Lohr, Sr*/Jon Clanton, ne 2 Rush end Benard Thomas, who had 
1B Dahrran Diedrick, Jr/Thunder Collins, Jr OT Jeremy Slechta, Sr*/Casey Nelson, Sr four sacks in the Seung game; doesn t 
“SE Wilson Thomas, Jr/Ben Zajicek, Fr ~ DE Demoine Adams, Jr/T tevor Johnson,So. necessarily subscribe to the theories of Xs 
WB Troy Hassebroek, Jr/Ben Cornelson, Ir = | SLB Scott Shanle, Jr*/Ira Cooper, Fr — and Os. Thomas played sparingly asa : 
TE Tracey Wistrom, Sr*/Aaron Golliday, Jr } MLB Jamie Burrow, Sr/T. -J. Hollowell, So = true freshman last season and said he still 
“LT Dove Volk, Sr*/Nale Kolterman, Jr |WIB Randy Stella, S*/Mark Vedral,  --—-—~«|_+~—- Wa learning the defensive system. 
LG Toniu Fonoti, Jr*/Mike Erickson, Fr x LCB _Keyuo Craver, Sr*/Pat Ricketts, So “Let’s be honest, I was just running 
C Jon Rutherford, Sr/John Garrison, Jr RCB _DeJuan Groce, Jr/Erwin Swiney, Sr” around out there all spring,” Thomas said. 
RG Wes Cody, Jr/Jon Dawson, So FS Dion Booker, Sr*/Willie Amos, So “| didn’t know what I was doing. I just 
RT Dan Waldrop, So/Chris Loos, So ROV Aaron Terpening, Jr/Wes Woodward, Sr tried to get to the guy who had the ball. 
K Josh Brown, Jr*/Sandro DeAngelis, Fr P Kyle Larson, So/Josh Brown, Jr There wasn’t much science to it.” 
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For Diedrick, It’s Finally Time For Full-Time 


ahrran Diedrick has been 
Desa I-back in waiting for 

two years. The fans, it seems, 
have been waiting for him just as long. 

You could call Diedrick the Huskers’ 
“Second Half Sensation.” The bulk of 
his work has come after halftime the 
past two years when he has put up big 
numbers against tired opposing 
defenses that perhaps were counting 
the seconds until the clock ran out. 

The question always begged: What 
could the 6-0, 225-pound Diedrick do 
if he saw action in the first half against 
fresh opponents? 

Everybody's about to find out. 

“| just have to get in games and do 
it the same way | practice it,” said 
Diedrick, who as a freshman and 
sophomore played behind Dan Alexan- 
der and Correll Buckhalter. “The only 
difference is that there’s a lot more 
media attention on me now.” 

Diedrick, from Scarborough, 
Ontario, is the Huskers’ first Canadian 
scholarship recruit. He emerged in 
October, 1999, running for 99 yards 
(still a career high) against lowa State. 
A month later, Fis started calling for 


Diedrick to see more action after he 
filled in for the injured Alexander and 
Buckhalter against Kansas State and 
racked up 93 yards, including a 42- 
yard touchdown run. 

“There were times where | thought 
| would get more playing time,” 
Diedrick said. “It never seemed to hap- 
pen, but | just kept working in practice 
to show the coaches that | was capable 
of being out there.” 

After running for 303 yards and 
two touchdowns on 57 carries as a 
freshman, Diedrick saw his workload 
cut a bit last season. He ran 33 times 
for 212 yards and three TDs. His sea- 
son highs were nine carries for 69 
yards against Baylor. 

Diedrick said i hasn’t been too dif- 
ficult to wait his turn. 

“Correll has been my roommate 
since | moved here, and he’s been my 
best friend,” Diedrick said. “It’s easier 
to see your friend do well when you’re 
not the one who’s playing.” 

But now it’s Diedrick’s time. 

“It's been my dream to be a starter 
here,” he said. “I’m glad my time has 
finally come around.” A 


DAHRRAN DIEDRICK EMERGED IN OCTOBER, 
1999, RUNNING FOR 99 YARDS (STILL A 
CAREER HIGH) AGAINST IOWA STATE. 


PHOTO BY JOHN BIEVER/SI/ICON SMI 


Senior Jon Rutherford, who has 
worked mostly at center during his career, 
probably will be needed to start at right 
guard or right tackle. Wes Cody also is in 
line to play at guard, and Chris Loos, Dan 
Waldrop and Kyle Kollmorgen are com- 
peting for work at tackle. 

A year ago, the Huskers were looking 
for bodies to fill in on a defense that was 
ravaged by graduation. This year, the per- 
sonnel losses are lighter, but there is a lot 
of room for improvement. 

“We gave up too many points per 
game — more than we have for a long 
time,” Solich said. “And we weren't 
ranked very high in any of the categories. 
Some things have to change there.” 

The Huskers surrendered an average 
of 19.4 points a game and gave up 24 or 
more on six occasions. Nebraska ranked 
just 51st nationally in turnover margin. 

In a word, the tackling was atrocious. 

“We need to get more physical,” line- 
backer Mark Vedral said. “We need to knock 
people off the ball and have people fear us.” 

Six of the front seven players have start- 


ing experience. Jason Lohr and Jeremy 
Slechta, as a tackle tandem, could be as good 


Ld 


HIS YEAR, THE PER- 

SONNEL LOSSES 

ARE LIGHTER, BUT 
THERE IS A LOT OF ROOM 
FOR IMPROVEMENT. 


as any in the Big 12. Chris Kelsay is back at 
left rush end, and Demoine Adams takes 
over for Vanden Bosch on the right side. 

The key issue at linebacker is whether 
Randy Stella rejoins the team. Stella, the 
team’s second-leading tackler last season 
and a major contributor on special teams, 
was suspended for an undisclosed viola- 
tion of team rules in the offseason. Stella 
didn’t participate in spring ball, and 
Solich said he might not decide on 
Stella’s status until the fall. 


If Stella doesn’t come back, Vedral 
would be the lone experienced player at 
weakside linebacker, a key playmaking 
position in Nebraska's 4-3 defense. Senior 
Jamie Burrow will be a first-year starter at 
middle linebacker. 

The secondary has experienced cor- 
nerbacks in Keyuo Craver, Erwin Swiney 
and DeJuan Groce. Craver, an All-Big 12 
pick last season, has started every game 
for two years. 

Dion Booker, who started seven of the 
first eight games last season, returns at 
free safety. The big question is at rover, 
where former weakside linebacker Lannie 
Hopkins and former I-back Josh Davis 
have moved to compete for playing time 
with a couple of walkons. 

Josh Brown, who beat Colorado with a 
game-winning 29-yard field goal with no 
time left, returns to do the place-kicking 
after making five of 10 attempts last sea- 
son. Sophomore Kyle Larson is the heir 
apparent to Dan Hadenfeldt as punter. 


— Eric Olson 


2001 


Linpy’s FooTBaAlt ANNUALS 161 


words he'll hear this preseason no 

doubt will be “repeat” and “encore.” 

Can his Oklahoma team repeat as 
national champions? 

And what can the Sooners possibly 
do for an encore? 


F- Bob Stoops, the two most uttered 


The answers are “yes” and “14-0.” 

Last season, OU captured its seventh 
national championship by going 13-0. 

This year, the Sooners have 12 regular 
season games and feasibly could go 14-0 
with victories in the Big 12 Conference 
championship and Rose Bowl. 

The likelihood of such an occurrence? 

“Hey, why not?” Stoops said with a 
shrug. “That’s what we're shootin’ for.” 

Stoops is quick to mention one step 
leads to another. OU must first win the 
Big 12 South to have a chance to win the 
Big 12 title game, then have an opportu- 
nity to repeat. 

Oklahoma now trails Notre Dame 
eight to seven in national titles. 

But the Sooners would not have those 
national crowns without first having won 
seven of their 37 conference champi- 
onships and 21 bowl games. 

You can’t have one without the other. 

Last season was arguably the most 
celebrated national crown ever won at 
Oklahoma. While previous championships 
were expected and demanded, the 2000 
title seemingly fell from the sky. 

Yes, the Sooners were supposed to be 
improved from their 7-5 record of 1999. 
Sure, they could win eight or nine games, 
maybe 10. 

But 13-0 and the national champi- 
onship? Get real. 

OU’s October schedule last year was 
seen as too difficult — vs. Texas in Dallas 


DEFENSIVELY, ROCKY CALMUS IS THE ONLY 
RETURNING FINALIST FOR LAST YEAR’S 
BUTKUS AWARD. CALMUS WILL REPLACE 
HEUPEL AS THE TEAM’S SPIRITUAL LEADER. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


OKLAHOMA 


on Oct. 7; at Kansas State on Oct. 14; 
Nebraska in Norman on Oct. 28. 
The Sooners went 3-0 that month with 
an average victory margin of 25.3 points. 
Viewed as a “has-been” since the 
departure of coach Barry Switzer 12 years 
earlier, Oklahoma football once again 


__ _Has-Been Sooners Confident of Curtain Call 


occupied the top spot in the polls. 

The Sooners survived November, win- 
ning by an average of 7.7 points against 
Texas A&M, Texas Tech and arch-rival Okla- 
homa State. December brought the Big 12 
Championship game at Arrowhead Stadium 
and another road victory over Kansas State. 

That earned the Sooners a date with 
destiny, which became reality with a 13-2 
triumph over heavily-favored Florida State 
in the Orange Bowl. 

Never before had OU won 13 games 
in a season. Books were written. Mer- 
chandise sales reached an all-time high. 
A crowd of 30,000 attended a pep rally 
18 days after the title game. 

The Sooners’ coach insists he saw it 
coming, however. 

“Nobody's ever going to get me to 
say, ‘Oh, it was magical. How did it ever 
happen?’ Heck no,” Stoops said. 

“| thought we were prepared for that. 

“When you're in the middle of it and 


2000: | 3-0 overall; 8-0 (1st South) 
COAGH: Bob Stoops — At Oklahoma and 
Overall: 20-5, 2 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16: 8 offense. 
6 defense, kicker, punter 
| PLAYERS TO WATCH: |B Rocky Calmus, 
SS Roy Williams, CB Derrick Strait, 
OL Frank Romero, RB Quentin Griffin, 
WR Antwone Savage, WR Andre Wool- 
folk, WR Curtis Fagan 
| PRIMARY STRENGTH: Experience. Con- 
| fidence has returned to the Sooners, who 
ran the table last year with a herd of 
\._ underclassmen. Calmus and Williams are 


———— = a 


competing for it, you expect to win. 

We look at it logically. We look at it like, 
‘Hey, we've earned this. We're ready for 
this.’ So it’s not shocking to us. Yes, it 
feels great. It feels fantastic and it’s a great 
accomplishment. But none of us were 
taken aback by it.” 


Still, it had to be numbing. 

“Numbing’s not the right word,” 
Stoops said. 

What is? 

“Satisfying. It’s incredibly satisfying to 
do something you thought you should 
do,” Stoops said. 

Another key ingredient to the Sooners’ 
resurgence has been their ability to stay 
healthy. Not one starter or backup missed a 
game due to injury last season. Listening to 
Stoops, this also has been by design. 

“| think we are trained at a great 
level,” Stoops said. “We’re smart about 
how we go at it at practice. We go hard, 
but we're not ridiculous on how we hit.” 

Stoops credits director of sports 
enhancement Jerry Schmidt, head trainer 
Scott Anderson and their staffs. 

“There is good fortune in it, but 
there’s also being smart about it and 


All-American candidates. Defense is rock 
solid, particularly in the backfield. Offense 
is loaded at skilled positions. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A bull's-eye is 
back on the OU jersey. Opponents will be 
gunning for the national champs. Heis- 
man runnerup Josh Heupel at quarter- 
back and Orange Bow! MVP Torrance 
Marshall at linebacker are big losses, but 
talented replacements are in the wings. 
OVERVIEW: The Sooners have a solid 
chance to repeat. They're armed with 
dedicated players who accept roles, plus 
the hottest coaching staff in America. 
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OONERS*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


BASSEY, Eric DB 61,175 Garland, TX North Garland 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 5 defensive back in the WWlnds Region @ SuperPrep All-American, rated 
No. 24 player in Texas Ranked No. 29 cornerback nationally by Rivals100.com. 


Fes de eras lads SEM eli Be eek te 8h les tg Galt end! nokondlly by 
iF t ¢ t i 
Rivals 100.com ® Rated No. 81 plover ite Salltunel Rachoh by Sagara = 


CARTER, Vince OL 63, 265 Wac 
SuperPrep ranked No. 34 player in Texas @ Rated No. vs nsve lineman rey by by Rivals100.com @ 
Dallas Moming News Top {00'in Texas @ All District @ As a senior, had 170 pancake 


CHAISSON, Kelvin OL 65, 27. Ozen 
Woco Tribune-Herald Texas Top 100 i State # Ate Dishid ‘ AF Dish in soccer, 
CHESTER, Chris TE 6-4, 233 Tustin, CA Tustin 


Rated No. '8 tight end nationally by Rivals}00.com # Two: -time A-League @ All:County # As a senior, had 815 
yords receiving and 11 touchdowns @ Had 450 yards monks and five touchdowns. 


DENNISON, Russell LB 6-4, 220 Weatherford 
Fuad 2 ranked No. 32 ployer i in ine WidlondeR seb Rated No. 82 linebacker renatily by 
Rivals 100.com @ Three-year starter # Hel Padlaan is acie ousenhis Hod I 370 yards total offense. 


DVORACEK, Dusty DL 63, 270 Loke Dallas, TX lake Dallas 
Rivals 100.com rated No. 55 defensive tackle nationally # Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas. 


FIELDS, Jerod OL Bandera 
Signed with Oklahoma in 2000, be “fae t qualify Senin $ Three+time All-District. 
FLEEKS, Fred LB 62,210 Navasota, TX Navasota 


PrepStor All: ‘American, ranked No, 5 linebacker in the Midlands Region @ Rated No, 83 linebacker nationally 
by Rivals100.com # Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas @ Two-time All-District. 


HAGAR, Jocob OL 6-6, 240 
Rated No. 46 layer in the Midlands Region by Sx sPlep Reds 100.com ranked Ro 75 defensive tackle 
nationally @ All: iba pratt i ula oa lborni 


HARRIS, Tommie DL 63, 275 Killeen, TX 
USA Today All-American # P Dream Team, ranked No. 1 player in the Wd Region # Rated No. | 
defensive tackle nationally by Rivals 100.com # LoneStarRecrviting.com ranked No. | player in Texas, 


Garden City CC 
ie She al ‘American Al Conlerence @ USA ly orep A ‘American  SuperPrep All-American. 


HICKSON, Donta RB 5-10, 185 MeKinn 
oe etiet ai SuperPrep, 


INGRAM, Clint LB 
Pek 00 vom raked No 27 lidar national Peete 6 linebacker init nek Region by Prep 
Star # All-District # As a senior, had 100 tackles, three fumbles caused and one interception. 


JACKSON, Jonathan Di 6-4, 220 Houston North Shore 
Rated No. 7 defensive end caine Rivals100.com ProsStor ranked No. 2 defensive lineman in the Mid- 
lands Region @ SuperPrep rated player in Texas @ All-Greater Houston. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CoLleGE 


JONES, Brandon WR 6-3, 205 Texarkana, TX liberty-Eylau 
PrepStar Dream Team, ranked No. 7 wide receiver nationalh ad hea No. 9 wide receiver nationally by 
Rivals]00.com # SuperPrep ranked No, 10 player in Texas # 


JONES, io eae he RB 5-10, 190 Jenks 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 5 player in the es Revlon Ranked No. 27 running back nationally 
by Rivals 100. com @ Helped team to state championship Had 1,725 yards rushing and 29 touchdowns. 


KUNCK, pt Mad 5-11, 190 Jenks Jenks 
Gatorade Okla layer of the Year Ranked te 14 safety nationally by fiok 00.com @ SuperPrep 
rated No. 14 player in fe Midlands Region # Two-time All-State, 


Pee At etn, ral Nt frond a he Hkh fosion © Sapte: Bi hoot rented No 
far All-American, t end in the Midler ion icon, rani 
19 player in Texas @ Rated No, 15 ti Fed notion by Rick 180eon, bs 


NORTHEN, Michael K Houston, TX Clear Brook 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 35 kiske i ooeaky @ All-District kicker and punter @ Four-time team Special Teams 
Player of the Year @ As a senior, averaged 44 aaa 40 punts @ Had one 67- so punt. 


POTEAT, Jowahn WR 6-1, 185 
Rated No. 85 comerback national by ican Si 
Region @ Had 48 receptions for 80: i st nine touchdowns @ Hod 60 tackles, induding 41 solo. 


RAWLS, Brent GB 6-5, 190 Shrevepor Evangel Christian Academy 
Parade All-American @ PrepStor All-American @ Ronked No Re. 7 7 edict nationa by Rivals100.com # 
Gatorade Lovisiana Player of the Year # Rated No. 1 quarterback in Louisiana by Si 


6-7, 270 Lewisville, TX sville 
Sar fyi oe No. 12 player in Texas @ Renked No. 27 Mri tackle tgs by 
Sati Al No. 9 defensive lineman in the Midlands Region @ Three-year stat 


ranked No. oS vee in the Midlands 


Fa 1 


SHAW, Seymore RB 60,210 Shown 
PrepStor Dream Team, ranked No. 15 running back posted  SuperPrep All-American # @ Roled No. 23 run: 
ning back nationally Rivals 100.com # Had 6475 career rushing yards Bae 54 touchdowns. 


SHINE, Avery RB 6-0, 190 Eufoula Eufaula 
PrepStor All: “American, rated No. 13 defensive back in the Midlands Region @ Rivals 100.com ranked No. 85 
safely nalionally # Roted No, aloe 


TOOMEY, Gabe |8 West Des Moines, IA Valley 
PrepStor All-American @ ee Ne 0 linebacker nationally by Rivals100.com @ SuperPrep rated No, 29 
player in the Midlands Region @ All-State # Helped team to state semifinals # Had 140 tackles as a senior. 


WERTH, Clint OL 6-6, 275 Garden City CC 
Participated in spring practice # J.C. Gridwire hererebie een All-American. 
WILUAMS, Justin CB 0,190 


Rivals100.com rated No. 25 peaches nationally @ pylor ks All-Southwest ns ° r@ Plyed quarterback, 
receiver, tight end, running back, free safety and comerback during prep career, 


WILSON, Mike \B 6-2, 215 Tulsa Washi 


‘All-American, ranked No. 17 the Midlands Region  PrepStar All-Mi res R + All- 
steered 150 tackles, in induding 18 A sigh 10 wee senior, 1 di sal 


A"LOOKCAT+THENSOONERS | - 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


( 13-0, 9-0) PASSING Aug. 25 North Carolina 
RITES T Fl P 14 NAME Att Comp Yaros Pct TD Int : 
sfc Heupel 472 3606 64.6 20 15 Sept. | atAirForce _ 

5 Arkansas State x = Hybl 16 =p - Xe ee) Saph 8. North Texas 

42 Rice 14 USHIN 

—— Sept. 15 at Tulsa 

34 Kansas 16 : le E 

Sh) ciate Voy, a eee time | | Soph 22 _Konsas State 
att aa Sane Heupel 83 2 Olmartal 4 4 : * : . 
Al Kansas State 31 Savage 12, 210) wiaGyea oats SES : 

31 Nebraska 14 RECEIVING Oct. 13 at Kansas 

56 Baylor 7 AVG Oct. 20 Baylor 
S45 .e exes 2 A&M 31 Griffin 51 8.4 36 0 —_— z 

es Savage 50 24, 7h 8 Oct. 27 at Nebraska 
28 T h | Woolfolk 42 14.6 57 5 —— 
=a ae 3 = Fagan 4l 148° 051.9 7 Nov. 10 Texas A&M 
ahoma state ——— 
————____—___— DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 17 at Texas Tech 
27 Kansas State 24 Tacktes: Calmus 128; Marshall 105; Williams 99. 
FEDEX ORANGE BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Thatcher 8; Jones - 5; Marshall 3. Nov. 24 Oklahoma State 
3 QB Sacks: Marshall 5; Calmus 4; Williams 4; Klein 4. * yy _ 
| 3 Florida State 2 Tack.es For Loss: Marshall 17; Calmus 17; Williams 13. Dallas, 1X 
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THE SOONERS TOP EIGHT RECEIVERS RETURN INCLUDING 
ANTWONE SAVAGE WHO CAUGHT 50 PASSES FOR 621 
YARDS AND THREE SCORES A YEAR AGO. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


what a true team is. We were effi- 
cient. We got the most of every- 
thing we had. It’s fun to be in an 
environment like that of having 
such a great team concept.” 
During last year’s Orange Bowl, 
Stoops looked onto the field at Pro 
Player Stadium and noticed five 
freshmen playing defense. 

The Seminoles, led by Heisman 
Trophy winner Chris Weinke, had 
the nation’s most explosive 
offense. 

Stoops got on the headphones and 
said, “What the heck are those 
guys doing out there?”’ 

His assistants shot back, “Hey, 
they're playing well. Let ‘em go.” 
Doing their darndest to stop FSU 
were true freshman end Jimmy 
Wilkerson, true freshman end Dan 
Cody, redshirt freshman tackle 
Kory Klein, redshirt freshman free 
safety Brandon Everage and red- 
shirt freshman cornerback Derrick 
Strait. 

In one particular series, Klein got a 
sack and Wilkerson batted down a 
pass. 

“It was fun to see that,” Stoops 
said. “Outside of Baylor last year, 


being trained,” Stoops said. “If you're 
healthy and have your pad level where it’s 
supposed to be, and you don’t slow up 
before you're supposed to and not let 
somebody fall on your ankle and break it, 
injuries tend not to happen.” 

Scary as it sounds, the Sooners might 
be better than a year ago. 

They return 16 starters and three spe- 
cialists. They're deeper, stronger and faster, 
which usually equates into being better. 

This does not guarantee another 
national title, obviously. Other teams also 
have improved and, after a decade-long 
hiatus, the Sooners once again find them- 
selves as public enemy No. 1. 

National championship teams nor- 
mally have numerous NFL draft choices 
and a handful of underclassmen leave 
early. Perhaps the most telling attribute of 
the 2000 OU team was this: No player 
declared early for the draft and only two 
were invited to the NFL pre-draft combine. 

“It just goes to show what can hap- 
pen when you get the most out of every- 
body,” Stoops said. “Our guys have 
a great working relationship. They care 
about each other. They're the epitome of 
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we had the youngest Big 12 team 
as far as starters go. When you win, 
people usually don’t comment on 
how young you are. That's usually an 
excuse when you're not winning.” 

There was an eerie calmness to 
Stoops the week leading up to the 
national title game. 

“A lot of people thought I was full of 
it when | showed so much confidence,” 
Stoops said. “But | tell you, I’ve never 
been so calm or confident for a game that 
I’ve ever been in.” 

Stoops is displaying that same eerie 
calmness entering this season. The losses of 
linebacker Torrance Marshall (the Orange 
Bowl’s Most Oustanding Player) and QB 
Josh Heupel (Heisman runnerup) are sub- 
stantial, but not catastrophic. 

Is the hole Heupel leaves as big as 
people think? 

“I don’t believe so, and that takes 
nothing away from him because he’s 
everything you want,” Stoops said. “It’s 
because of how good they (his potential 
replacements) are. 

Junior Nate Hybl, a transfer from Geor- 
gia, is Heupel’s heir apparent, followed by 
sophomore Jason White and redshirt 
freshman Hunter Wall. OU signed Brent 
Rawls of Shreveport (La.) Evangel Christ- 


ian, rated the nation’s No. 2 high school 
quarterback prospect. 

Other offensive skill positions are 
filled to capacity. 

The Sooners’ top eight receivers 
return at a position where Heupel spread 
the wealth. 

The top two rushers return in junior 
Quentin Griffin (1,252 all-purpose yards; 
17 touchdowns) and sophomore Renaldo 
Works (496 all-purpose yards; six TDs). 
Sophomore Jerad Estus could vie for play- 
ing time. 

Blocking back and special teams 
tough guy Seth Littrell has graduated. 
Potential replacements are redshirt fresh- 
man Brian Odom and sophomore Jamar 
Mozee. Junior tight end Jeremy Hess fig- 
ures to see action in blocking situations. 

Gone from the offensive line are Scott 
Kempenich, Al Baysinger and center 
Bubba Burcham. 

Returning starters are senior left tackle 
Frank Romero, an all-conference pick; 
senior left guard Howard Duncan; and 
junior right guard Mike Skinner. Junior 
Josh Smith is expected to replace Bur- 
cham, while redshirt freshman Wes Sims 
is a candidate at right tackle. 

Defensively, OU is led by senior weak- 
side linebacker Rocky Calmus, the only 
returning finalist for last year’s Butkus Award. 

Calmus will replace Heupel as the 
team’s spiritual leader. 

“All kids are different,’’ Stoops said. 
“Rocky’s not going to be in the Heisman 
race, so that'll be different. He'll be a 
strong leader for us, but it’s never just one 
guy. It wasn’t just Josh last year. That 
chemistry comes from more than just one 


THE BEST AND 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


LB Rocky Calmus 

Emerging Star 

DB Derrick Strait 
Top Newcomer 
DL Tommie Harris 


guy. What's great is we still have it. It’s as 
good as it can be.” 

Sophomore Teddy Lehman will 
replace Marshall at middle linebacker, 
with Wilkerson possibly splitting time 
there and at defensive end. 

“We feel really good about that posi- 
tion,” Stoops said. 
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; Pos. Ciass Hr. 
48. Goyron Allen B of 510 195 
8 _kerrod Borday O S 63 75 
55 Jamal Brown Xo fF 66 310 
39) Jomes Calhoun B® oS 59 180 
20 Rocky Colmus B SS 63 24 
87 Marcus Chreton DE oS «632A 
9 Mark Clayton WR of Sil 170 
8 Dan Cody DE So 64 20 
All John Connot WR 61 (206 
3% Donny Cork RB 59 20 
82 RyonDoid = = WR k 61 189 
& Brod Devi Oo k 60 24 
86 lance Donley E & 64 28 
€8.Howord Duncan Oo S&S 63 288 
4 TenDuncon K oS 62 198 
27 Jerod Ess RB of él 180 
7. Brendon Everge DBS Sl 192 
12. Curis Fagon WR ok 60 175 
44 Shawn Fora BS él 22 
83. Je Ferguson K & 510 19 
71 Jerod Fields Oo fF 67 280 
15. Atlo Ford WR f 61 178 
“22 Quentin Gein a en 
30 Marcus Hayward DOF OSI0 175 
89 Corey Henecke DS 46) 22 
26 Ein Hehey D of 63 20 
85 Jeremy Hess Tt k 62 
90. Eric Hikire 1 oS 63 26 
"99 Bory Holeyman OT Se | GA 28d 
21 Joy Hen RB ok Si 20 
57 Dertck Horst BS 6) w@ 
8 Note Hybl 8 k 63 27 
50. Brion Jimerson BS 62 28 
81. Charles Johnson WR So 62 185 
98 Dovid Jones  & 62 2) 
511 Rontaoas bonds B of 62 25 
32 TyKinconnon BS «bl 
93. Kory Klein oT SS 662 27 
54 Teddy lehmon BS 6 m2 
13° Damion Mackey WR oe S11 185 
65 WilMahis a & 65 303 
34 Matt McCoy DB OS SHI 195 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


Oronge, TX 44 Brondon Moore (BS G1 232 Freeport, NY 
Denton, IX 19 GueninMorgon «WR So. 60185. Denkn, IX 
Lowen 28 oor Nozte RB So.-S:10. 216 Blue Springs, MO 
Copperas Cove, TK 3 Jesh Norman WR S62 233. Mion X 
Jenks 73. Trevor Nut OLS 63 265. Norton 
Houston, TX 24 Brion Odom RB of 57 25 Ado 
Atington, TX 62. Chike Ozumba DT ok © 63 278 Howson, 1X 
Ada 64 Adam Porter OL So G1 251. Sita 
Columbus, TK 67 BenPonier SN Sr 511 200 Sie 
Owasso 29° Will Peoples WR fr 61190 Humble, TK 
Blanchard "28 AvonioPerins -sDB)sFr.«=S G0. 178 Lawhn 
Balon Rouge, LA 74 yon Pishher DL ok «© 62.272 McAllen, X 
Weohereed 56. Brondon Pryor (Bok = SI 229 Denver, CO 
Konsos City, KS 63 Fronk Romero OL sat Sy dsari200 Neca 
Cinton "84 Som Socheck DE So 65 245. Orlonde, FL 
Wich Falls, TK. & Antwone Sovoge WR ok 60 190 Albany, GA 
Gronger, TK ~ A. Brandon Shab Fr «510-185 Konsas ily, MO 
Katy, TX ~ 1) Terrance Sines @ k 61 185 Belle Glades, FL 
Horch 60 Wes Sims OL fr 65 310 Weoberlord 
lho “75. Wike Skinner O k 6&4 298 Tohlequh 
Bondera, TX 4 Janis Smith WR So 59 170 Aldne, TK 
Ardinore 77 Josh Smith OL 61 281 Okbchoma Ciy 
“Akine TK "88 Trent Smith Tt ok 65 29 Grin 
Houston, TK 25. Doren Stephens DB ofr «63.185 Lewivle, TK 
Edmond 23 Ienny Sewert KS 60 196 Toso 
TEdnend ~ 2. Derrick Sto DB So. 51) 194 Ausin, IX 
Newcastle 78 Clif Tokawona OL of 63 300 Ardnore 
Ollahoma City 19 Miho thompson = (sR «196Bisow 
Ollohoma City 42) Chis Toney BS «61 20 Chockw 
Midwest Ciy Bilson Ted Ol So 63 250 Moore 
Beggs 11 Hurer Woll CB Fr «A 220 Coppel, IX 
Hozehurst, GA 16 Moses Woshingion «DBs k= 60.180. Miomi FL 
Norman 72. Clint Werh Ok 6b 275 HoysKS 
Pouls Valley 18 Jason White GB SS 62 20 Tuko 
Pauls Valey 45, Fenny Wikerson BS 6&1 290 Onoho, IX 
Bistow 42. Dien Wilms RB So 62215 Ad 
Moore 38 Roy Williams DB So = 0221 Union City, CA 
Toho 2 Soslki Wikon WR Fr 60.187 Okdohoma City 
Fort Gibson 17 Arcre Woolfolk WR Se G1 175 Dewer,CO 
Usion Gy, CA 47 Rencldo Works RB So 61 28 Tho 
Jocksboro, 1X 3 
Jenks Roster ond depth chart subject fo change. 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Corey Heinecke, Sr*/Marcus Chretien, Sr 


Bary Holleyman, Sr*/Jamal Brown, Fr 
Kory Klein, So/Juan Prishker, Jr 


Dan Cody, So/Marcus Chretien, Sr 
Brandon Moore, Sr/Brian Jimerson, So 
Teddy Lehman, So/Jimmy Wilkerson, So 


Rocky Calmus, $r*/Brandon Pryor, Jr 


Antonio Perkins, Fr/Jarvis Smith, So 


Derrick Strait, So*/Terrance Sims, Sr 


Roy Williams, Jr*/Matt McCoy, So 
Brandon Everage, So*/Darren Stephens, So 


Jeff Ferguson, Sr*/Tim Duncan, Sr 


QB Nate Hybl, Jr or Jason White, So LE 

FB Quentin Griffin, Jr*/Renaldo ‘Works, So iT 

HB Josh Norman, Sr*/Damian Mackey, Jr > RT 

SE Curtis Fagan, Jr*/Antwone Savage, Jr RE 

FL. Andre Woolfolk, Jr*/Josh Norman, Sr SB 

TE Trent Smith, Jr*/lance Donley, So " = MIB Teddy Le 
“LT Frank Romero, Sr*/Will Mathis, Jr Wi 
1G Howard Duncan, Sr*/Josh Smith, Jr ae tem fonio P. 
~€ Josh Smith, Jr/Josh Tucker,So RC 
RG Mike Skinner, Jr*/Cliff Takawana, Fr Ss 

RT Wes Sims, Fr/Clint Werth, Jr —. FS Brandon Ever 

K Tim Duncan, Sr*/Jimmy Stewart, So : P 
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SPRING UPDATE 


he politically correct answer is 

junior Nate Hybl OR sopho- 

more Jason White will be Okla- 
homa's starting quarterback this season. 

The more concrete answer is Hybl. 

Hybl figures to replace Heisman Tro- 
phy runnerup Josh Heupel, although 
White figures to push for some playing 
time himself. Also trying to make a push 
will be redshirt freshman Hunter Wall and 
possibly incoming freshman Brent Rawls 
of Shreveport (La.) Evangel Christian, 
rated one of the nation's top prep quarter- 
back prospects. 

People will soon learn the answer to 
Heupel's remarkable success as a junior 
and senior after transferring from Snow 
Junior College in Ephraim, Utah. Was it 
the system or the quarterback? 

OU coaches have long said it was 
Heupel. 

¢ No controversy as to who is replac- 
ing Orange Bowl most outstanding player 
Torrance Marshall at middle linebacker. 
That spot belongs to sophomore Teddy 
Lehman, who immediately caught the eye 
of OU coaches as a freshman last year 
out of Fort Gibson, Okla. 

Backing up Lehman will be sopho- 
more Jimmy Wilkerson, who also saw 
considerable action at defensive end dur- 
ing the spring. 

¢ Sophomore comerback Derrick 
Strait and junior F-back Quentin Griffin 
both had shoulder surgery during the off- 
season and were held out of spring prac- 
tice contact as precautionary measures. 
Both operations were to "tighten" the 
loose joint. 

¢ The Sooners plan to go with a 
nickel package roughly 75 percent of the 
time, essentially making junior All-Ameri- 
can strong safety candidate Roy Williams 
serve as a strongside linebacker. 

¢ With the emergence of sophomore 
backup Lance Donley, look for OU to uti- 
lize its tight ends more this season. 

¢ Sophomore running back Jerad 
Estus has emerged as a solid backup to 
Griffin and sophomore Renaldo Works. 

¢ Senior weakside linebacker Rocky 
Calmus has been tabbed as one of 12 
finalists for the Bronko Nagurski Trophy 
as the nation's top collegiate defensive 
player. Calmus also is the lone returning 
Butkus Award finalist from a year ago. 
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DERRICK STRAIT WAS NAMED BIG 12 
DEFENSIVE NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR AND 
FRESHMAN ALL-AMERICAN. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Senior Brandon Moore, coming off a shoul- 
der injury, will be at strongside linebacker. How- 
ever, the Sooners often go with a nickel 
package. 

Three starters retum in the backfield with 
Strait and Everage and junior strong safety Roy 
Williams, an All-American candidate. Solid 
backups come in senior safety Terrance Sims 
and redshirt freshman comerback Antonio 
Perkins. 

A fourth starter, junior comerback Michael 
Thompson, was seriously injured in an early 
May truck crash (broken jaw, leg, ankles) and 


Will miss the 2001 season, and possibly beyond. 


The defensive line lost four seniors, but 
retums three players with starting experience in 
Klein, senior Bary Holleyman and senior Corey 
Heinecke. 

Senior place-kicker Tim Duncan (team-high 
105 points) retums, as does all-conference 
senior punter Jeff Ferguson (43.5 yards) and 
senior deep snapper Ben Panter. 

‘The kicking game was a big factor in us 
winning that (national title) game,” Stoops said. 

Retum specialist/defensive back J.T. 
Thatcher will be sorely missed. He had eight 
interceptions with a 20.3-yard retum average 
(and one touchdown), averaged 14.7 yards per 
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OKLAHOMA 


No Need fo Gloat—‘Horns Know Already 


klahoma sophomore cornerback 

Derrick Strait had plenty of rea- 

sons to pop off when he visited 
his hometown of Austin, Texas, after last 
season. 

He could have gloated about the 
Sooners’ 63-14 win over Texas; could 
have brought up OU’s 13-2 victory over 
Florida State for the national title; could 
have mentioned his personal awards 
such as Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of 
the Year and Freshman All-American. 

He did none of the above. Why? 

“| really didn’t have to say anything,” 
Strait said. “Everybody already knew.” 

The hometown Texas Longhorns 
know Strait from his playing days at 
Austin’s Lanier High School. Trouble was, 


UT coaches had filled their need at defen- 


sive back. Strait’s prep coach Wade 
Johnston called former UT assistant 
Bobby Jack Wright and begged him to 
take a look at Strait, who Syed quarter- 
back, running back and defensive back. 
“What the heck, why not?” Wright 
said. “Their loss is our gain, | guess,” OU 


punt retum (two touchdowns), 24 yards per 
kickoff retum and was presented the Mosi 
Tutupu Award as national Special Teams Player 
of the Year. 

The fleet-footed Perkins will attempt to fill 


= 
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T WASN'T JUST 
JOSH LAST 
YEAR. THAT 
CHEMISTRY COMES FROM 
MORE THAN JUST ONE 


GUY. WHAT'S GREAT IS WE 
STILL HAVE IT. IT’S AS 
GOOD AS IT CAN BE.” 


that void. 

Amazingly, OU was able to keep its entire 
coaching staff intact clespite various suitors who 
primarily sought co-defensive coordinators Mike 
Stoops and Brent Venables, and offensive coor- 
dinator Mark Mangino, who last year received 


co-defensive coordinator Mike Stoops 
said smiling. 

Strait redshirted as a freshman, but 
the Sooners knew they had something 
special. “He drove us crazy on scout 
teams,” OU coach Bob Stoops said. 

Mike Stoops com; rere 5-11, 
200-pound Strait to former Kansas State 
All-American Chris Canty, now with the 
New Orleans Saints. 

“He’s built a lot like him (Canty), 
plays like him. He’s tough,” Stoops said. 

Strait’s redshirt freshman heroics 
included batting down a last-ditch, alley- 
oop pass to 6-5 Oklahoma State tight end 
Marcellus Rivers that preserved the Soon- 
ers’ 12-7 survival mission in Stillwater. 

Strait also had a 32-yard interception 
return for a touchdown against top- 
ranked Nebraska. 

When Strait visits Austin, it’s to be 
with family and friends. 

“A lot of people said they were proud 
of me,” Strait said. “There’s no hard feel- 
ings or anything like that. They just 
missed their opportunity.” A 


the Frank Broyles Award as the nation’s top 
assistant. 

Ohio State and the NFL Cleveland Browns 
had Bob Stoops on their wish list. 

Last October, Stoops signed a contract 
extension through the 2005 season that 
increased his annual package from $650,000 to 
$1.4 million. With incentives, Stoops eamed 
$1.957 million last season, 

The trophy room inside the Bary Switzer 
Center got a little more crowded during the off- 
season. All told, the Sooners were presented 
10 trophies for their conference and national 
championships. 

Stoops also took home an astounding 
10 Coach of the Year trophies from various pre- 
senters. 

The 2002 season also looks promising. 
OU has only 12 seniors on this year’s roster. 

“We're at the point where there ought to 
be expectations, not just this year but every 
year,” Stoops said. “And we won't shy away 
from those expectations. 

“These players were maligned two years 
ago. They were told, ‘You don't have talent.’ 
They went from being considered as a bunch 
of nobodys to being national champs.” 

— John Rohde 
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ut Oklahoma State linebacker 
Povae Levels on the television 
show “Survivor” and he vows to be 
the last man standing. 
“T'll survive,” he said. “I'll eat bugs 
and cut down trees and everything else.” 
Those who know Levels wouldn't bet 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


COWBOYS 


regardless of circumstances. 

“If | could scrape myself off the 
ground and get back to the huddle, | felt | 
could play,” he said. “I'm going to give it 
my all. Whether I’m dragging, rolling or 
scratching back to the huddle, I’m going 
to play. They will have to carry me off the 


us for the fall.” 


OSU's record was its worst since a 
3-7-1 mark during Pat Jones’ final season 
as head coach in 1994. The latest three- 
win season cost sixth-year coach Bob Sim- 
mons his job. 

Miles is charged with the duty of 


Eat Bugs, Cut Trees - Whatever It Takes for ‘Boys to Win 


against him, especially those who watched 
him play against Missouri last season. 

The Cowboys were beaten 24-10, but 
Levels ignored stomach problems and 
played his guts out literally from start to 
finish. He thinks he ate something at mid- 
week that caused him to become ill. He 
didn’t eat the day before the game or the 
day of the game, so he was basically play- 
ing on adrenaline. 

“| couldn't really breathe. The air was 
cold. But | was on the field and | had to 
block it out and play football,” said Levels, 
whose 16 tackles were the most by an 
OSU player in any game last season. 

Levels threw up on the field twice 
during the Missouri game. Coaches asked 
if he wanted to come out. He refused. 
Levels said he is on scholarship to play 
football, so that’s what he’s going to do, 


2000: 3-8 overall; 1-7 Big 12 

COAGH: Les Miles — At Oklahoma State 
and Overall: First Year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 offense, 
8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Dwayne Lev- 
els, QB Aso Pogi, TB Tatum Bell, DL Kevin 
Williams, WR Rashaun Woods 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: The offense is 
built around a trio of promising sopho- 
mores (Pogi, Bell and Woods], creating 
hope for 2001 and beyond. 
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field. That’s the only way they are going 
to get me off.” 

Levels thinks he set a pace for the rest 
of the Cowboys to follow while producing 
a team-best 95 tackles last season. 

“No matter how hard you go, it won't 
kill you,” he said. “I prefer my actions to 
show how | feel as opposed to talking 
about it and saying I’m going to do this 
and saying I’m going to do that. If 1 go 
out there and do it, there are no questions 
about it. If 1 go out there and just play my 
heart out, they can say ‘hey, he plays his 
heart out,’ and | want that to be conta- 
gious on defense.” 

All of the above is sweet music to the 
ears of new head coach Les Miles, who 
inherited not only a veteran team, but also 
a bonafide leader who is tired of losing. 

“We were 3-8,” said Levels of last 
season. “That’s the bottom line and it left 
a bad taste in our mouths and motivates 


COWBOYS 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: OSU is thin at | 
quarterback and could be in big trouble if 
Pogi goes down. The defense gave up 
a school-record 253 passing yards per 
game last season. A new 4-2-5 scheme 
must plug defensive leaks or the Cowboys 
will be forced to try to outscore oppo- 
nents. 

OVERVIEW: Miles believes he has enough 
players to produce OSU's first winning 
season since 1997. 


snapping the program out of a long reces- 
sion. The Cowboys have managed just 
one winning season — an 8-4 campaign 
in 1997 — since Barry Sanders’ Heisman 
Trophy tour in 1988. 

Familiar with the term “guilt by asso- 
ciation?” The opposite is true in Miles’ 
case. He was OSU's offensive coordinator 
during the 1997 Alamo Bowl season and 
left to become tight ends coach for the 
Dallas Cowboys. OSU is 13-20 since. 

“| promise you, we will win here,” 
said Miles. “This team is loaded full of 
good people and | just have a real strong 
feeling that good people work their butt 
off to get better.” 

Simmons, who recruited well, didn’t 
leave a bare cupboard. OSU returns 16 
starters. On offense, 19 of the 25 players 
listed on the final depth chart are back. 

“There is some talent here,” said 
Miles. “There isn’t any question. We've 
got to keep working at it. If we do that, 
we'll have an opportunity to get after 
some folks we are going to play.” 

The Cowboys gave an indication of 
their potential by scaring national cham- 
pion Oklahoma in the regular season 
finale. OSU lost 12-7 and wielded legiti- 
mate upset hopes until a potential game- 
winning touchdown pass was batted away 
with 3:15 remaining. 

Were the Cowboys as bad as 3-8 or as 
good as their last game? Levels leans 
toward the latter, of course. 

“There has never been a question of 


RETURNING SAFETIES ELBERT CRAIG (RIGHT) 
AND CHRIS MASSEY COMBINED FOR 
142 TACKLES LAST SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 
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FOWBOYS*RECRUITING 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEGE Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / COLLEGE 
AMOO, Kobina DB 5-10, 180 Alief, TX Northeastern Oklahoma JC JONES, Greg RB 5-10,185 Carrollton, TX Newman Smith 
Participated in spring practice # Two-year starter in junior college @ As a sophomore, had 19 solo tackles, 27 Played quarterback, wide receiver, running back and cornerback as a senior # Had 970 yards rushing ond | 
assists ond three interceptions @ Prep All-State. nine touchdowns @ Had 20 receptions for 220 yards @ Completed passes for Wwo touchdowns. 
BAJEMA, Billy TE/DE 6-5, 240 Oklahoma City Wesimoore JONES, Leonard WR 6-0, 180 Stillwater Stillwater 
Honorable mention All-State # Primarily played quarterback @ Had 845 yards passing and seven touchdowns All-State @ As a senior, finished second in the state (GA) in receiving with 40 receptions for 905 yards and nine | 
as a senior. touchdowns @ Had 99 career receptions for 2,156 yards and 25 touchdowns # Standout in basketball, 
| 

BRAY, Jerry Don DE 6-5, 230 Chickasha Chickosha | LETOURNEAU, Josh DB 6-0, 190 Plano, TX Plano 
Honorable mention All-State @ All-District as tight end Played tight end and defensive end @ Team captain. | Averaged 26 yards per kick return @ Had 14 receptions for 306 yards and three touchdowns Three-year let+ | 

| terman. 
CARROLL, Trumain 18 65, 210 Fort Bend, TX Elkins 
Second-team All-District @ All-Greater Houston @ As a senior, hod over 100 tackles. LEWIS, John WR 5-11, 185 Port Arthur, TX Hinds (MS) JC 


All. Hara ye Junior College Conference # Lettered in track, running sprint events @ Three-time All-District in 


CURTIS, Corey DL 6-4, 250 Owasso Owasso prep school @ Four-year letterman in track, 
All-District # Second-team All-Metro @ Two-year starter # Hod 53 career tackles and 11 sacks, 
MCCOWN, Errick RB 5-11, 170 Arlington, TX Grace Prep 
DAVIS, Kellen TE/OL 65, 260 Stigler tigler Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas  All:Metro @ All-District # Most Valuable Player in the Texas Private | 
First Down Sports Top 20 player in Okichoma Third: team All-State as offensive oy alee even though he School All-Star Game @ As a senior, had 2,208 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns. 


oloyed ight end @ Conference layer ofthe Yeor in bosketbo. 


MOWARIN, Efe DL 6-2, 285 Tulsa Memorial 
DUREN, Poul LB 6-2, 210 Del City Del City All-State District Lineman of the Yeor @ Had 106 tockles as a senior @ Had 227 career tackles, 30 sacks and 
First Down Sports Top 10 player in Oklchoma # All-State as defensive back @ Played quarterback in option | six fumbles recovered. 
offense @ As a senior, had 839 yards rushing and 990 yards passing with 14 touchdowns # Had 2,482 career | 
rushing yards and 2,787 passing yards with 42 touchdowns @ Two-time state champion in wrestling. | SMITH, Khreem DE 6-3, 245 Miami, FL Garden City (KS) CC 
Honorable mention All-Jaynawk Conference @ Prep All-State # Most Valuable Player in Dade/Broward County 
FARDEN, Cole K/P 511,180  _Gropevine, TX Gropevine | All-Star gome. 
All-District as punter, kicker and safety as 0 senior @ All-District as punter ond safely as a junior # Member of | | 
the track and soccer teams, | VERRETT, Brandon WR 6-3, 205 Jasper, TX 
| Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas @ All-District # PAs a senior, had 18 min ae 388 yards and five 
FIELDS, Josh QB 6-2, 210 Stillwater Stillwater touchdowns @ Hod 97 tackles, four interceptions and hwo fumbles recovered. 
First Down Sports Top 10 player in Oklahoma @ All-State @ As a senior, completed 119 of 208 passes for 
2,019 yards and 19 touchdowns # Had 5,447 career passing yards and 50 touchdowns # Made four of four WAKEFIELD, Matt OL/DL 6-5, 250 El Reno El Reno 
field gools and 45 of 50 extra point attempts @ Had a 39.7-yard punting average. First Down Sports Top 30 player in Oklahoma @ Second-team All-State on offensive line @ District Lineman of | 
| the Year @ All-Big Ci | 
FRANCIS, Paul DB 6-2, 170 lawton Eisenhower pial 
Tworyeor starter at wide receiver # Averaged 19 yards per reception during career # As a junior, had 1B | WILLIAMS, Darrent DB 5-9, 170 Fort Worth, TX O.D. Wyatt 
receptions for 323 yards and five touchdowns Had 33 tackles as a senior. | Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas @ Three-time All-District # Had five interceptions as a senior @ Aver- | 
| aged 30 yards per punt return, returning four for touchdowns # Scored three touchdowns as tailbock @ Track | 
HIX, Kyle TE/DE 6-5, 250 Ardmore Dickson and Field News All-American as a junior, 
First Down Sports Top 20 player in Okichoma @ Honorable mention All-State # ttreoyen starter, | | 
| | WIMBERLY, Ryan P 6-0, 190 Houston, MO Housto 
HOLLAND, Chase DB 60, 185 Oklchoma City Heritage Hall | USA Today All-American punter # Also played running back, safety and kick return special @ Had 1,000 
First Down Sports Top 30 in Oklahoma @ All-State @ Two-way starter @ Had 1,461 yards rushing and | yards rushing as a senior @ Averaged 49,2 yards per punt As a junior, averaged 48.5 yards per punt # | 
35 receptions for 640 yards, scoring 29 touchdowns @ Led team with 126 tackles and had nine interceptions. | Either year his average would have been good enough to lead both the NCAA and the NFL. } 
JOHNSON, Andre WR/DB 5-10, 180 Chickasha Chickasha | | YORK, BrandonDE 6-5, 230 Altheimer, AR Abtheimer 
Honorable mention All-State at wide receiver and third-team All-State at defensive back District Defensive | Arkansas Democrat Gazette Arkansas Top 50 and All-State # First Down Sports Top 15 player in Arkansas # 


J 


Back of the Year @ Ranked No. 4 in Oklahoma in receiving with 28 receptions for 641 yards, | | All-District, 
— - = l 


A LOOK ATTHE'GOWBOYS: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(3- 8, 1-7) PASSING Sept. 1 at Southern Mississippi | 
- — NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD_ Int ————_—_—— 
36 Tulsa 26 Pogi 247 (139-1550 563 6 11| | Sept. 8 Louisiana Tech 


621. 500. 3. 3 E = 
RUSHING Sept. 15. Northern Arizona 


Lindsay 94 47 


23. Southwest Texas 0 


6 Southern Mississippi 28 NAME No___Yaros__ Ave __lc __1D : 
re White 210 1049 «#50 69 Al Sept. 22 at Texas A&M 
7 Texas 42 Bell 49 251 5.1 60 1 == 
Pogi 85 159 cll9 Seana 1G Oct. 6 Missouri 
10 Missouri 24 Lindsay 39 139 3.6 53 1 — 


_ — RECEIVING Oct. 13 Texas 


26 : lowa State 33 NAME No Yaros Ave lc 1D S G= 
71 Ghlorad 37 eles a Pas FS a Oct. 20 at lowa State 
Woods 29 329 «11.3 24 0 oe 
16 Texas A&M 4 Lindsay 28 359 126). 35°41 Oct. 27 Colorado 
= amg Davis-Bryant 24 287 12.0 44 1 | — ———— = 
© Texas Tech 58 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Noy. 10 Texas Tech 
. | Tacktes: Levels 95; Craig 81; Carter 62; Massey 61. Nov. 17 at Baylor 
50 Baylor ee INTERCEPTIONS: Craig 3; Massey 2; Jones 2. iY — 
QB Sacks: Thomas 10; Carter 5; Williams 4; Robinson 3. | 
7 Oklahoma 12 Tackies For Loss: Thomas 21; Levels 9; Carter 7. | Nov. 24 at Oklahoma 
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talent. The talent has been here,” he said. 

“It’s just a matter of putting it together and finding that 
chemistry and finding that bond. With Coach Miles coming in 
with a new energy and a change of attitude, | really think that will 
be accomplished. After going through some (losing) seasons like 
that, you are looking for a change and | think Coach Miles is pro- 
viding that change. He comes in and brings confidence and a 
new arrogance, | guess you could say. People walk around with 
their chests out and heads held up high because they are proud 
they play football for Oklahoma State.” 

The Cowboys have lots of reasons for optimism on offense even 
though tailback Reggie White, who rushed for 1,049 yards last sea- 
son, forfeited his final year of eligibility to enter the NFL draft pool. 

White’s understudy is sophomore Tatum Bell, the crown 
jewel of OSU's 2000 recruiting class. Bell flashed now-you-see- 
him, now-you-don't speed by bolting 60 yards for a touchdown 
against Oklahoma and finished the season with a better yards- 
per-carry average than White. 

Though quantity is a problem at the quarterback position, 
quality is not. Aso Pogi broke Mike Gundy’s freshman record for 
passing yards last season. Gundy, the Big Eight’s all-time passing 
leader, now is Pogi’s tutor. Miles’ first hire was bringing Gundy 
aboard as offensive coordinator. Pogi appreciates having some- 
one on the practice field who has been in his shoes. 

“A lot of things I don’t see, he sees,” said the quarterback. 
“When I screw up, he’s all over me, and | need that. He’s done 
an absolute great job with me.” 

Pogi hit 56.3 percent of his passes — a very high accuracy 
rate for a rookie — but must improve his touchdown-to-intercep- 
tion ratio. He threw for six scores and suffered 11 pickoffs. 

Pogi ended last season as the only scholarship quarterback on 
campus, however, and depth is a real concern. 

There are no such worries in the receiving corps. Players who 
combined for 90 catches return, including sophomore Rashaun 
Woods, who could be poised for a breakout season, Gabe Lind- 
say, Terrance Davis-Bryant and Willie Young. 

“There are always some fresh legs in the game,” said Levels. 
“You don’t have one receiver that’s just going to wear down. 

You have four or five or six coming at you. That helps us keep 
the game moving fast. It’s like a fast break in basketball.” 

Tight ends Khary Jackson, Bryan Blackwood and Marcellus 
Rivers (who doubled as a wideout) will be missed. Rivers, a par- 
tial qualifier as a freshman, could have secured an additional year 
of eligibility by graduat- 
ing, but chose an early 
exit instead. He was a 
OSU's go-to receiver in [25 BX 
critical situations. 

Fair or not, the 
offensive line was sin- 
gled out as OSU's weak 
link during the 1999 
season, when a running 
back failed to crack the 
100-yard barrier in a 
game for the first time 
since 1957. The block- 
ers are now considered a strength rather than a liability. Starters 
Kyle Eaton, Jeff Machado, Jon Vandrell and weight-room phenom 
Bryan Phillips return to anchor the line. 

The veteran cast should help the Cowboys break out of an 
offensive slump. Oklahoma State moved the ball well last season, 


LB Dwayne Levels 


QB Aso Pogi 


CB Kobina Amoo 
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PLAYERS WHO COMBINED FOR 90 CATCHES RETURN, 
INCLUDING SOPHOMORE RASHAUN WOODS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLUAMSON 


but stumbled in the red zone. The first second-half touchdown of 
the season came in the fifth game. OSU produced its fewest touch- 
downs and points since 1994. Of 202 points scored, 50 came in 
the lone Big 12 victory at the expense of last-place Baylor. 

Oklahoma State’s blitz-oriented defenses often ranked among 
the nation’s best under Simmons, but inexperience contributed to 
a dropoff last season. The Cowboys broke in a fleet of new line- 
backers and defensive backs. Their growing pains contributed to 
OSU surrendering its most points since 1996 and most first 
downs since 1995. 

The most glaring troubles came in the secondary. Top cover 
man Alvin Porter was found to be academically ineligible two 
days before the season opener and OSU's pressure defense was 
burnt for a school-record 253 passing yards per game. 

“We had new guys at new positions and we were young,” said 
Levels. “I think with that year of maturity under their belts, this year 
you can expect fewer mistakes and fewer wrong coverages.” 

The Cowboys must feel confident that the defensive backs 
have grown up, because new defensive coordinator Bill Clay will 
put five of them on the field most of the time. He is installing a 
defense that is essentially a 4-2-5, with three safeties and two 
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COWBOYS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr, Hometown No, NAME Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HomeTown 
4d Ron Able BS 60240 East Levis, 93. Shane Kennon DT 63-275 Oklohoma City 
69. Chis Akin OL Fr 62285 Weatherlord 73 DougKornig sss So 64275 Cope Coral, FL 
—_ 4 Kobina Amoo OB ok 510180 Ale TK 83 Derek LaFargue OL So 64 255 Springdale, AR 
5 Wesley Bailey So 510195 Lawn 44 Wonloreas Bk «58230 Houston, IX 
38 Geoff Beaulieu B ok 61 25 Borlewie 3 Matt Ledbetter K So 60165 Bristow 
51__Kyle Beck Bok 6220 Sayder, K 47 Dwoyne Levels (BS 62 250_Richardson, TK 
7 Totum Bel TBS SI 190 DeSooK 6 John lewis WR ok S11 185 Port Artur, TK 
“12 Roger Bomboch St S11 190 Beer 11 Gobelindsoy Ss WR ok SB 180 Demer,CO 
22_ Adonis Brewer WR So S11_175 Oklahoma City 64 Jef Machado GS 3-300 Cedar Rapids, IA 
89 LdWaykn Brown DT Sk =~ S5 290 Whitehouse, IX 54 SehMonske Bk N05 Winkeld, KS 
56 BenBvie DL Fr 61315 Broken Arrow 8 Chris Massey FS kk 60-205 Spiro 
40 Tim Burrough So 63250 Moore “76 Som Mayes Fr 65 325 Austintown, OH 
99 Andee’ Buller DE Sr 62260 Lowka 14 Andre McGill OF 60 180 Mes 
6 Chris Colcogni Kk 510180 Conic, OH 87 _Torrick McGuire TES 63-255 Dallas, 1X 
18 Tom Campos CB So S11 _175 _S. Poche lslond, TX 7 KikMiigon SS ik 60190 OXlohomo City 
10 Cory Carter CS 510 195 Cushing 80 Mark Miosevich TE Fr 65.240 Lewisvile, TK 
2 Foh’Coter === sB So 62210 El Remo 92._ Richard Murphy DL fr 2-340 De Sob, IX 
16 CoshanClrk Bsr «510 200 Abarodo, IX 24 ChayNease WR fr 0 190 Thomas 
46 Chris Clark Bk 60 20 Tha 60 _ sed Newkirk Gk 4 305 Independence, KS 
96 Clay Coe DF 61260 Edmond 37 Brody Oakley DS ke 510190 Loveme 
2 GrisGole DB So 59180 Gotenvile, 20 Mike Owens DB So 62 20 Meeker 
5. Michael Cooper CS 59 195 OkbohomaCiy 6 BronPhilips == Gr 8835 San Antonio, IX 
7 Guts Comell Bk 83 200 Lakewood, OH 25. Luke Philips KS 60 160 Tuo 
5 DDC BSF. ~—« S10 200—Broomlield, CO 5. AsoPogi 0B % 63 225 Lowtn 
8 Michoel Cox BS SI 170 Ova 35. Reggie Promise Fr 59 265 Fairield, TK 
3 Elbert Croig. CB So 1210 Okchoma City 74 Jason Ronnebarger «GG Sr_— 65-340 Garland, TX 
94 Morcus Craig OL Fr _—511_ 285 Oklahoma City 45 Greg Richmond DE So 6:2 230 OkdhomaCily 
“17 Terronce Davis Bryont = WR kr 59185 Houston, TX 42 Joke Rife DE Sr 63235 Sond Springs 
32_Bronston Deloney RB So S11 190 Oklahoma City 30 Terrence Robinson Bk 6021S Tyler, IX 
29 MieDenord Be S11. 240 Oaknd, CA 52._ Jaxon Russell Tk 65310 OklohomaCily 
48 Ahmod Denson BF S11 245 —_Jocksomville FL 7 SkyRyot PSG O9S:SsTerle 
65 KyeEon = T k ~—6B8 305 Rogers, IX 28 Richard Schwarz TB So &11_-190 Yukon 
81 Scot Eder PS ST —(190_ River Ridge, A 3 Wilie Scot WR So 5:8 190 Muskogee 
“18 koyFeler WR «60 —'170_Fayettevile, AR 36 ScottSmith DS k 58 200 Broken Arrow 
4. Corlos Foster BS 58 140 Tho “67 YoePunSzeto Fr 1280 Oklchoma ly 
41 Robbie Gillem ‘SS & 511210 _Highbnd Viloge _ “53 lomesToley Sk SIO. 215 Stillwater 
“70 Cit Gilispie OL Fr 2-305 Honey Grove, TK 57 Soul Toley ae ee 
83 _Thomos Glopion DE kk 6 250 Lakewood, OH 8 Josh Thompson Kf 60 170 Stilwer 
10. Mat Goldstein KFS 175 Phoenix, AZ 91 Chris Tyler OT & 62 290 Killeen 
% GhisGry = Be SSO 185 Tso 71 Dustin Vonderhoof = s«G-_— kt 63300 Stoud 
72 DJGrssom Ss C~— =~ 63345 Oklchomo ily 62__Jon Vondrel CC & 60 285 ‘Tua 
75 Bob Hafler G So 62 295 _Niskoyuno, NY 25 Bryon Vordemon SS So SI)_(185 Lawton 
27 Henry Hol CB ok 56 160 Oklchoma Ciy 39 Antonio Wells Sr 58 240 OklchomaCiy 
33. BeetHormon WR Sr S11 180 Keo 13 DerrivsWhiteheod TE —fr_— 62270 Waawohochie, TX 
79 JoaHoyhurst ——sT—So 63295 Choctaw 10 Brondon Walioms DBF «58150 River Ridge, LA 
20 MikeHeminover WR So 510140 Henyeta “58 KevinWilioms DE k= 65275 Fordyce, AR 
31 James Hodge DBF 58 185 Oklchoma Ciy 84 Ky Wiliams Tf 4 260 Ardmore 
49 Wil Haldeman Tk 62 2200 Ohes — 98 Mike Wilioms DT So 60 305 Denver,CO 
1 Ricklon Holmes Ck SI) (195 ‘Wye X 83. Denoto Wilson WR ok 63 195 Broken Arrow 
13 _ George Horton Sk 510190 Lawhon 85 John Wolgemth WR fr 60180 Faiview 
23° JosonHoword FS Sr 59185 Kerner A 82 Rashoun Woods WR 62 185 Oklohoma City 
68 Jason Johnson G Se 2805 Rogers, IX 6 Chris Wright DBO = S11 160 Awsin, IX 
1 Jota Johnston WR ot 59 180 Tuko 61 Tony Yanda Ck 60 285 Yuko 
15 _ Mexcus Jones CS «58195 —_—Stlwater 88 Willie Young WR ok 61210 KonsosCity, KS 
9 Poul Jones C ok 6&1 200 Wewota poe ee ee sa 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


FB. Mike Denard, Jr/Tim Burrough, 
TB Tatum Bell, So/D.D. Cox, Fr 

Willie Young, Jr/Gabe Lindsay, 
Rashaun Woods, So*/Terrence 


C Jon Vandrell, Sr*/D.J. Grissom, 


Aso Pogi, So*/Andre McGill, Fr 


LT Kyle Eaton, Jr*/Jon | Hayhurst, So 
LG Jeff Machado, Sr*/Dustin Vanderhoof, Jr | 


— 


Jr° 
Davis- Bryant, Je 


TE Mark Milosevich, Fr/Tarrick McGuire, Sr 


Sr ; 


Bryan Phillips, Sr*/Jason Johnson, Sr 
ART Jason Russell, Jr*/Sam Mayes, Fr 
K Luke Phillips, So/Chris Caleagni, Jr 


DE — Greg Richmond, So/Thomas Glapion Jr 


DT Kevin Williams, Jr*/ Clay Coe, Fr 
DT LaWaylon Brown, Jr/Chris Tyler, Sr 
DE Jake Riffe, Sr/Kyle Beck, Jr 

LB _ Dwayne Levels, Sr*/Ron Able, Sr | 
LB Terrence Robinson, Jr*/Fath' Carter, So" ; 


Michael Cooper, Sr*/Chris Cole, So el 


Ricklan Holmes, Jr/Kobina Amoo, Jr 
ss Chris ‘Massey, Jr*/Marcus J Jones, Sr 
FS Elbert Craig, So* /Paul Jones, Jr 


Roger Bombach, Sr/Robbie Gillem, Sr* 


P Scott Elder, Sr*/Sky Rylant, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


he only play Dirk Koetter ever 

ran at Oklahoma State was a 

reverse. Koetter, former head 
coach at Boise State, accepted an offer 
to become head coach at OSU, but 
reneged when he was offered a similar 
position at Arizona State. Koetter felt 
guilty about the switch, but said he is 
more comfortable with the Pac-10 and 
the style of play on the west coast. 

Athletic director Terry Don Phillips 
then offered the job to Dallas Cowboys 
tight ends coach Les Miles, a former 
OSU assistant. Said Miles at his introduc- 
tory press conference, “I don’t care how 
they got the best guy. But I definitely 
think they got the best guy.” 

¢ Former star quarterback Mike 
Gundy was a finalist in the race to 
become OSU’s head coach, but gladly 
accepted an invitation from Miles to 
become assistant head coach and offen- 
sive coordinator. 

Said Gundy, “Human nature is to 
want to be a head coach. When that 
didn’t work out, | wasn’t so prideful that 
I would not listen to what they wanted to 
talk to me about as far as different posi- 
tions.” 

Gundy still wants to be head coach at 
his alma mater someday. “But if Coach 
Miles is here for 20 years as a head 
coach, that’s good for me,” he said. 
“You know why? That means we’re win- 
ning a lot of games and having a lot of 
fun.” 

* At his request, Miles will be paid 
less than predecessor Bob Simmons. 
Miles accepted a smaller salary because 
he wants to have more room in the foot- 
ball budget to pay assistant coaches. 
Miles’ staff will split $1.078 million this 
season and $250,000 is earmarked for 
Gundy, who is perhaps the nation’s high- 
est-paid assistant coach. 

¢ Former quarterback Tony Lindsay's 
request for an additional year of eligibility 
was denied by the NCAA. Lindsay, a 
four-year starter, missed half of the last 
two seasons with knee and shoulder 
injuries. 

¢ OSU recently renovated and 
expanded its basketball facility, Gal- 
lagher-Iba Arena. Now the wheels are in 
motion for a much-needed renovation of 
Lewis Field. 
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ASO POGI BROKE MIKE GUNDY’S SCHOOL 
FRESHMAN PASSING RECORD LAST SEASON 
BY THROWING FOR 1,550 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


cornerbacks manning the backfield. The 
safeties can creep up to the line of scrim- 
mage to create a stacked front or drop 
back into coverage. 

“The mentality is still the same — 
attack. I’m all for that. | don’t like sitting 
back waiting,” said Levels. “But with the 
way the conference is going to more pass- 
oriented offenses, the extra DB is really 
going to help out. We're still strong enough 
on the run and yet strong enough on the 
pass. It’s more of a balanced attack now.” 

Returning safeties Elbert Craig and 
Chris Massey, who was moved to corner- 
back at midseason in order to plug sec- 
ondary leaks, combined for 142 tackles 
last season. Massey is back at his original 
position. Junior college transfer Kobina 
Amoo and Ricklan Holmes, whose sopho- 
more season was sabotaged by injury, 
give the Cowboys more options at the 
corners. Fewer linebackers will be needed 
in the new defensive scheme. Levels and 
junior Terrence Robinson are returning 
starters. Former linebackers Jake Riffe and 
Greg Richmond shifted to defensive end 
and produced two sacks each in the 
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Nicknamed Cowboy Can Deliver the Message 


he name of Oklahoma State’s 

quarterback is Asoteletangafamosili 

Pogi. Most people call him Aso. 
You can call him a record-setter. 

Pogi broke Mike Gundy’s school 
freshman passing record last season by 
throwing a 1,550 yards. In the first 
98 years of OSU football, quarterbacks 
passed for more than 300 yards in a 
game only five times. Pogi started six 
games and cracked the 300-yard bar- 
rier twice, including a 328-yard outing 
in his first start. 

But there are those who argue Pogi 
does his best work on Sundays instead 
of Saturdays. The Samoan-American 
quarterback gives sermons at churches 
on Sundays. He was booked months in 
advance to speak at the First Baptist 
Church of Weatherford, Okla., on 
Super Bowl Sunday. 

“| would put him up against any 
speaker | have ever heard and | have 
heard Billy Graham in person,” said 
John Talley, a Stillwater-based Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes official who 
books Pogi’s speaking engagements. 


spring Orange-White scrimmage. 

The Cowboys have some reconstruc- 
tion to do in the defensive line, where 
three of four starters must be replaced. 


Fil 


Among the departed are end Juqua 
Thomas, who collected 21 tackles for loss 
and 10 sacks last season. Junior Kevin 
Williams, who has played end and tackle, 
is a nice cornerstone to build around. 


Figuratively speaking, Pogi has 
already been to Fel and back. When 
Pogi was five years old, his father 
died of eye cancer. Pogi’s mother had 
to work two and three jobs to support 
a Lawton, Okla., household of nine 
children. When Pogi grew old enough 
to get into trouble, he found plenty of 
it. When speaking to youths, he 
acknowledges that he was into the 
drug and alcohol scene and “the 
whole violence thing.” 

“| did a lot of things in high 
school that were typical of falling into 
temptation and falling into temptation 
is what | did,” he said. “It made me 
who | am today. | wish | wouldn’t 
have done it, but | honestly believe 
God put me in those situations where 
| can be the person | am today so 
| can have a testimony to share with 
young people.” 

Pogi said sharing his faith means 
more to him than football games. If he 
keeps breaking records, perhaps the 
day will arrive when he preaches and 
plays on Sundays. A 


Levels wants to be held accountable 
for how the defense performs and has 
faith that his supporting cast can help him 
end his career on a positive note. 

“We know what we want to do and 
where we want to be in December,” he 
said. “That’s our main focus and that’s our 
main goal and anything else outside of 
that doesn’t matter. | will take all 10 of 
those guys (on defense) with me to war. 
Strap it up and let’s go.” 

Levels thinks OSU can be one of the 
nation’s surprise teams. He understands 
that outsiders might be skeptical. 

“We were 3-8 last year,” he said. 

“If | wasn’t associated with Oklahoma 
State and I saw our record from last year, 

| would say ‘hey, they are going to be 
back down there at the bottom.’ But that’s 
why we play college football because 
everything is so unpredictable. Who would 
have thought Oklahoma would have won 
the national championship last year? That's 
why we go out every Saturday. No one 
knows what is going to happen.” 


— Jimmie Tramel 
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arl Reese has seen all this before. 

i Stick around the game of college 
otball 40 years, 30 of them as a 
defensive coordinator, and you learn that 
nothing new is ever truly new. 
Take the proliferation of spread offenses. 

Teams have turned fullbacks and tight ends 
into the Maytag repairmen of their era, 


throwing three and four wide receivers on 
the field, spreading out defenses and relying 
on speed like never before. 

Almost like never before. 

The way Reese looks at it, the spread 
offense is the same as the triple option 
Wishbone. There's the little shovel pass to 
the halfback, the spread version of the 
fullback dive. There are the jailbreak 
screens and hitches and flare patterns that 
mirror a tidy quarterback keeper. And 
there’s the go-for-broke deep ball, the 
equivalent of getting the ball around the 
corner with a deft halfback pitch. 

It’s just like 1969 all over again. 

That’s what Longhorn faithful are hop- 
ing for, a cast back to the Horns’ glory 
days and last national title. 

Hard facts, though, say it’s 1975 again. 

Twenty-seven years ago the college 
football world was just like it is now — the 


2000: 9-3, 7-1 Big 12 (2nd South) 

GOAGH: Mack Brown —At Texas, 27-11, 
3 years; Overall: 103-85-1, 17 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17: 9 Offense, 
8 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Chris Simms, 
TE Bo Scaife, FL BJ. Johnson, SE Roy 
Williams, RT Mike Williams, DE Cory Red- 
ding, CB Quentin Jammer, MLB De'Andre 
Lewis 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Deep receiving 
corps provides plenty of game-breakers 
targets. Depth is best its been in Brown's 
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team that was running the triple-option 
best was the same team running the 
spread so effectively now. Like then, Okla- 
homa is also coming off a national title win. 

Like then, the Sooners are thorn num- 
ber one in the Longhorns’ sides. 

Last year’s 63-14 scorched earth loss 
to the Sooners is looked at in two ways by 


_ Longhorns Will Travel Back to the Days of Yesteryear 


the Longhorns. 

First, the obvious. 

“We did about as bad as anyone can 
do on any particular Saturday,” Reese said. 

Second, the half-full point of view. 

“We got respectable at the end of the 
year, and could have been pretty 
respectable with a bowl win,” Reese said. 
“We lost. That knocked it down to just 
another year.” 

Texas’ 35-30 loss to Oregon in the 
Culligan Holiday Bowl made it that way 
and left the Horns doing some serious 
soul-searching about keeping pace on 
defense, getting more misdirection and 
explosiveness on offense and getting over 
the nine-win hump, where they’ve been 
stuck for three seasons under Coach Mack 
Brown. They return nine starters on 
offense and eight on defense, but it’s fill- 
ing some of the vacancies left by the 
departed players — halfback Hodges 


LONGHORNS 


tenure. Defense should be better pre- 
pared for spread offenses. 
PROBLEMS: Thin depth at 


defensive tackle. Kicking game is still ques- | 


tionable. Need a running back to step up. 


OVERVIEW: Offensive firepower, defensive | 


talent, depth, schedule and opportunity 
suggest this is the Longhorns’ year. If the 
Horns overcome early season upset losses 
— Stanford in ‘00, North Carolina State in 


‘99 — and beat defending national cham- | 


pion OU, it will be. If not, they'll be think- 
ing about next year — again — in Austin. / 


Mitchell and punter/kicker Kris Stockton 
— that drew plenty of concern during and 
after spring practice. 

What isn’t the burning question it was 
last spring is the quarterback duel between 
senior Major Applewhite and junior Chris 
Simms. Brown, stung by the amount of 
controversy the quarterback rotation drew 


last season, when it arguably cost the 
Longhorns one game (Stanford) and cre- 
ated inconsistencies that kept the offense 
from developing, named Simms the starter 
before spring drills opened. 

“I don’t want a whole lot of discussion 
about that position because | feel it took 
away from the team,” Brown said. 
“There’s no question Chris is the starter.” 

Simms, who started five games last 
year as the early season favorite and then 
at the end as a replacement for the injured 
Applewhite, cut down on interceptions, 
his main drawback. 

After the bowl game, Simms watched 
and rewatched every interception he 
threw last season, breaking down why and 
how they happened, taking into account 
factors such as if he was throwing to the 
correct receiver and if his eyes telegraphed 
the throw. Simms, who had four of his 
seven interceptions returned for touch- 
downs, threw only one during the spring. 

Offensive coordinator Greg Davis 
pointed to one seemingly minor play, 

a nine-yard dump off pass to halfback 
Brett Robin after a faked draw, in the 
spring to illustrate how Simms has 
improved in his eyes. “He did it real fast. 
He did it so much quicker than last year,”’ 
Davis said. “From the fan’s standpoint, 
it’s, ‘Oh, he dumped the ball off for nine 
yards.’ To a coach, ‘It’s the fact he read it 
and did it so quickly.’ Those things help.” 

Applewhite, who in the last two sea- 


SIMMS, WHO HAD FOUR OF HIS SEVEN 
INTERCEPTIONS RETURNED FOR 
TOUCHDOWNS, THREW ONLY ONE 
DURING THE SPRING. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Cource Name / Posmion HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEce 

ALLEN, Will DL 66, 285 Houston Cy-Falls JOHNSON, Anthony RB 5-11, 185 Jefferson Jefferson 

Second-team All-State @ All-District # Three-year storter @ As a senior, averaged six pancake blocks per game. Missed three gomes with injuries as a senior @ Hod 600 yords rushing and 10 touchdowns # As a junior, had 

1,378 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns @ Four-year letterman in football # Lettered as a sprinter in track and 

BENSON, Cedric RB 6-0, 200 Midland lee ] a guard in basketball, 

Parade All-American # USA Today Texas Player of the Year Three-time Texas Offensive Player of the Year @ | 

Helped team to three consecutive slate championships Hod 8,423 career rushing yards ond 127 touchdowns JOHNSON, Broden DB 6-2, 200 Euless Trinity 

@ Scored 15 touchdowns during the three state championship games @ Had 2,871 yards rushing and 43 | Played free safety as a junior and quarterback as a senior @ Hod 1,226 yards total offense and 18 touchdowns 
as a senior @ As a sophomore, had 30 rushing 3 | lalate bet LS oe oe Rg 

| Lettered in basebal 

BRILES, Kendal DB 60,190 Lubbock Wolfforth Frenship 

All-State quarterback who also played safety @ Hod 8,674 coreer yards total offense @ Hod 91 touchdowns JOHNSON, Derrick LB 6-4, 210 Waco Waco | 

passing and rushing in final two seasons @ As a senior, completed 147 of 230 passes for 3,036 yards and 34 Porade All-American @ As a senior, had 166 tockles, 21 tockles for loss, six sacks, two interceptions, induding | 

tou so 1,170 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns Hod 90 tackles, seven interceptions, three fum- one retumed for touchdown, and five fumbles caused @ Hod 157 tackles, four sacks, wo interceptions and Iwo 

bles caused and three fumbles rec as a sophomore safety @ All-District in basketball. fumbles recovered as a junior. | 

CARTER, Brian DB/WR 5:11, 180 The Woodlands The Woodlands } LEBRON, Yoril LB 6-2, 240 Killeen Ellison | 

Twortime All-District on offense and defense @ Hod 1,677 all-purpose yards as a senior @ Had 52 receptions | Had 77 tackles in five games as a senior @ Early season injury limited playing time # All-District as a junior # 


for 733 yards and five touchdowns @ Hod 200 yards rushing and three touchdowns # Averaged 13.2 yards 


| All-Central Texas @ Four-year letterman. 
per punt return ond 28.2 yards per kickoff return @ Two-year letterman as a sprinter. | | 


| MCFARLAND, lance DE 6-3, 230 Jefferson Jefferson 
COSBY, Quan WR 5-11, 190 Mart Mart | Two-time All-District on offense and defense @ As a senior, had 138 tackles, seven sacks, 23 tackles for loss, 
USA Toxlay second-team All-American @ Two-time All-State at quarterback, defensive back and kick returner @ seven fumbles caused and four fumbles recovered @ Had 212 yards rushing, 402 yards receiving and scored | 
Only player in Texas history to be named all-state at three positions @ Had 6,177 yards total offense and 85 four touchdowns # All-Region and four-year letterman in baseball @ Three-year letterman in track 
touchdowns in final two seasons @ As a senior, had 3,329 all-purpose yards and 42 touchdowns fared 
26.2 yards on 19 punt retums @ Returned one kickoff and five punts for touchdown # Hod 480 career tackles | | NORDGREN, Mait QB 65, 215 Dollas Bishop Lynch 
and 21 interceptions. All-State @ Completed 110 of 206 posses for 1,418 yards and 19 touchdowns @ Had 246 yards rushing and 


| | six touchdowns on 37 carries All-State in track # Set school record in shot put # Two-time All-District in bas- 
GARCIA, Mike L 6:3, 300 Galena Park Galena Park | | ketball @ Member of the all-state basketball toumament team. 
Played offensive and defensive tackle @ Played only three gomes as a senior before season-ending knee injury | 


4 Asa junior, had 10 pancake blocks per game @ All only one sack. | REEVES, Roman | 6-7, 302 Livingston Livingston 

| Twortime All-District tight end @ Two-way starter @ Played offensive tackle, tight end and defensive line during 
GRIFFIN, Cedric DB 6-2, 185 San Antonio Holmes coreer @ Missed half o senior season with shoulder injury. 
Second-team All-State # As a senior, had 26 tackles and seven interceptions @ Had eight receptions for 202 | 
yerds and two touchdowns Three-year letterman in track as sprinter/hurdler. | ROSS, Aaron DB 61, 180 Tyler John Tyler 

| Second-team All-State @ As a senior, had six interceptions, three fumbles recovered, kicks blocked and 
HALL Eric DE/FB 6:3, 240 Clarksville, TN Northwest | allowed only one touchdown reception @ Hod 350 yards rushing and five touchdowns @ Had five receptions for 
Played quarterback, sirong safety, linebacker, defensive end and kick retumer during career # Had 985 yords | 200 yards and two touchdowns @ Four-year letterman as sprinter for track team # Two-year letterman in bas- 

ing and 13 touchdowns as a senior Scored six receiving touchdowns @ A\ 17 yards per punt | | ketball, 
return @ Averaged 45 yards per punt as team punter @ Four-year letterman in ‘and baseball, | 
| SCOTT, Jonathan L 6-7, 285 Dallas Carter 

HARRIS, Rufus DB 5-11, 185 LoPorte LoPorte USA Today second-team All-American @ Had 81 poncake blocks for offense that averaged better than 300 
Twortime All-District @ All-Greater Houston @ Played defensive back and running back @ As a senior, had 53 yards per game during 2000 @ Did not allow a sack @ Deep snapper @ Two-year letterman in basketball and 
tockles @ Had 222 yards rushing and two touchdowns Three-year letterman in ll and track. track, 
HUFF, Michoel DB 6-1, 180 Iving Nimitz | WINSTON, Willcom L 67,350 Houston Madison 
Hod 238 tackles and nine interceptions, including three retumed for touchdowns, during final wo seasons # All-Greater Houston @ As a senior, had 26 pancake blocks for an offense that averaged 430 yards per game @ 
Hod 127 tackles and five interceptions as a senior Three-year letterman in football, Did not allow a sack as a senior Three-year letterman @ Set school record in shot put. 
JAKES, Kaelen L 6-5, 250 Valencia, CA Valencia YOUNG, Terrance L 6-6, 340 Longview longview 
Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 60 tackles and 14 sacks @ Three-year letterman in football Lettered Had 57 pancake blocks as a senior @ As a junior, had 46 pancake blocks @ Three-year letterman on the offen- 
twice in track and once in basketball. sive line. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


( 9-3, 7- 1) PASSING Sept. 1 New Mexico State 
52 Lovisi at 10 NAME Att Comp Yaros Pct TD _ Int 
: CUNGNS ey ete Applewhite 279 152 2164 545 18 7 Sept. 8 — North Carolina 
2A "Stank | Simms 117 67 o110647 573088 Le 7, 
Bo aie ord : es RUSHING | Sept. 22 at Houston 
48 Houston 0 
NANE I Sept. 29 Texas Tech 
42 Oklahoma State 7 Mitchell 224 1118 50 41. 8 | 
Hayter 60 220 a7 NS LS Oct. 6 Oklahoma* 
14 Oklahoma 63 Ike 36 156 ASM 28) ed | ea —————— 
28 Colorado 14 Williams, R. 2 75.375 402 | Oct. 13 at Oklahoma State 
artis RECEIVING | 
46 Missouri 12 va CAP Oct. 20 Colorado 
48 Baylor 14 Johnson 4) 698 17.0 71 3 | Oct. 27 _atMissouri 
Williams, R. 40 > OD 196% 8:|| Wee See = 
29 Texas Tech 17 Mitchell 37386 10.442 3| «=| NY, 3 gt Baylor 
5] = Ganeas 16 Flowers 22 234 10.6 26 2 i Y 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS | Nov. 10 Kansas 
43 Texas A&M 7 Tackuss: Hampton 78; Lewis 78; Rawls 69; Brown 68 | Ke) 
a _ aa + Hampton 78; Lewis 78; Rawls 69; Brown 68. 
Houpay Bow. | INTERCEPTIONS: Brown 4; Jommer 3; Pearson 3; Babers 2. Nov. 23 > et Texas A&M : — 
QB Sacks: Redding 6.5; Tubbs 5.5; Lewis 4.5; Gordon 4.5. = 
30 Oregon 35 Tacktes For Loss: Hampton 18; Redding 17; Lewis 15. Dallas, TX 
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REDSHIRT FRESHMAN AUSTIN SENDLEIN WAS UNABLE TO UNSEAT 
SENIOR D.D. LEWIS (ABOVE) AT MIDDLE LINEBACKER. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


sons has torn the anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee and 
sprained the posterior cruciate in his right knee, shed 10 pounds 
in the offseason and went through spring without a brace on 
either knee. A former Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, he’s 
poised to take over should Simms run into trouble. 

A highly talented but young receiving corps learned on the 
job last season, but sophomores Roy Williams and B.}. Johnson, 
who combined for 81 catches, 1,507 yards, 11 touchdowns and 
22 school records, have progressed from just learning the plays 
to working on the nuances of route running. 

“Now they have to take that talent and refine it so instead of 
a 30-yard gain, a great throw and catch, it’s now a 60-yard 
touchdown run,” Davis said. 

Johnson and Williams may not have to deal with as much dou- 
ble-team coverage, or at least they'll force defenses to chose which 
receiver they'll challenge to beat them. That's because Sloan 
Thomas returns as a solid third receiver and has been challenged by 
Duke transfer Kyle Shanahan, who is a dependable possession 
receiver that had an outstanding spring. It’s also because, health 
concerns aside, the Horns are deep and talented at tight end. 

Brock Edwards and walkon Cullen Loeffler were the only 
healthy tight ends in the spring, but that should change by the fall 
when Bo Scaife and Mike Jones are expected back from knee 
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injuries and converted receiver Artie Ellis should be back from a 
stress fracture in his leg. 

Last year Scaife, whose size and acceleration would have 
made him the prime target as young receivers developed, blew 
out his knee on the first day of practice, forcing the Horns to 
adjust their offense. Though limited in the spring after surgery to 
repair a torn ACL, Scaife showed flashes of that playmaking ability 
and, combined with the speed of Thornton and Ellis, could allow 
the Horns the rare luxury of being able to stretch the field with 
their tight ends. 

“We have bunch of great athletes,” Scaife said. “You can’t 
take out one without getting hurt by another.” 

Texas’ passing attack, though, won't run efficiently without 
solid pass protection and an effective running game. Despite 
injures that knocked out guards Tillman Holloway and Antwan 
Kirk-Hughes from spring drills, Brown was encouraged by the play 
of the line. Sophomore Robbie Doane is the first choice to replace 
Leonard Davis at left tackle, but guard Derrick Dockery and juco 
transfer Alfio Randall also will get time there. 

Senior Mike Williams, a liability on pass protection early last 
year, has developed into a solid pass-blocker and, with Simms 
being left-handed, he'll have to fill a key role at right tackle. 
Depth on the line could be a problem if the Horns can’t get snaps 
from the six freshmen offensive linemen coming in, including 
Jonathan Carter (6-7, 285), a second-team USA Today All-Ameri- 
can. 

With the threat of incoming freshman Cedric Benson of Mid- 
land Lee, Texas’ all-time Class 5A leading rusher, hanging over 
their heads, the Horns’ halfbacks were under pressure to produce 
in the spring. They didn't, at least to the expectations of the 
coaching staff. Juniors Victor Ike and Kenny Hayter, sophomores 
Ivan Williams and Brett Robin and redshirt freshman Sneezy Bel- 
tran all had their moments, with Robin and Ike finishing atop the 
spring depth chart. 

“Nobody really jumped up and said, ‘Y'all have to come get 
me,’” Davis said. “That was probably the only disappointment of 
the spring.” 

Disappointments were rare on the defensive side of the ball 
in the spring. Reese came out of last season having to replace 
two standout defensive tackles, All-American Casey Hampton 


and Shaun Rogers, and 
safety Greg Brown and THE BEST AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


to figure out how the 
Horns could best contain 
offenses like Okla- 
homa’s. 

To that end Reese 
dictated that he didn’t 
want a player on 
defense to weigh more 
than 300 pounds, to get 
more quickness on the 
field. He also moved 
safety Lee Jackson (205 
pounds) to outside linebacker, outside linebacker O.]. McClintock 
(232) to end and end Maurice Gordon (246) to tackle. 

“It’s just a different way.” Reese said. “The old clock is swing- 
ing back to something new. It’s taking defenses a while to catch 
up. You're spread out. Speed is the way to close the gap.” 

At end, where McClintock has already worked his way into 
the three-man rotation, starters Cory Redding and Kalen Thornton 
give the Horns the most athletic set of ends they've had in at 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Chris Simms 


Emerging Star 
DE Cory Redding 
Top Newcomer 
RD Cedric Benson 
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; Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
89 Jermoin Anderson DE & 63 22 TewsCiy 

62 Matt Anderson c Se 64 WO Creo 

11 Mejor Applewtite CB & 61 207 Baton Rouge, LA 
21 Roderick Babers @ k 510 18 Hom 
74 Beau Boker COG k 65 275 Hohn 
54 TreyBoies C/OG Fr 6528S MissouiGty 
31 Dylon Becker PP ir 56185 Austin 

24 Sneezy Belron Bf «S10 05 Abilene 

45 ReedBoyd «sss BSS G3 230 Gorden Ridge 
14 Brion Brodford Pook) 2215 lin 

69 Corey Brodtord OG Se 61283 _Loncasler 

5. Ahmod Brooks _FS/SS S& 5B 180 Abilene 

28 Poul Conpion 08S «= 59 (195 Richardson 

28 MontiColier == BCS S110 ls 

TT DougCooper kh 260) Dos 
25. Chod Davi D8 So S10 180 Dados 

71 Robbie Doone OT sk 65-05 Coppel 

78 DerickDockery ——OG/OTr «66380 Garlond 

9% Adam Doiron DT So &4 260 Durcon, OK 
83 Josh Doiron TE J 6&4 260 Durcon, OK 
BA Brock Edwords TE So 65 265 Fort Worh 

88 Arie Els TE So 64 205 Hon 
2. Montel Flowers WR & 59 182 Does 
75 lindGor = OT GT 85 (ol 
22 ‘Philip Geiggor FS/SS So 5-11 205 Shreveport, LA 
52. Jason Glynn C/OG Fr «62-275 Richordson 

48 Maurice Gorden DE |G 246 Mesquite 

33. Kenny Hoyler ok «| S11 215 Howson 

98 Ryon Haywood DT So 65 260 Englewood, CO 
38 BrondonHedgecok =«sOBsSséi‘iKRSC“‘éi‘SC*«d‘SK:*C Pwo 

A) BrodfordHermes BS ST 7B Songer 

27 RichordHightower = WR, SSB 175 Houston 

1 Evistil  & 59 185 TexsCyy 

35. Bobby Holland RB + 60 25 Doks 

61 Timon Holloway OG S 63 27 Bosol,CO 

32 Kyle Hunt BS SI 215 Vidoio 

28 Vidor the ok | Sl 19S Asin 

23 Lee Jockson SS S& 63205 Longview 

& Quentin Jommer ® S& &1 198 Angleon 

12. Tony JeBery WR fr 62 170 Houston 

82. BJ, Johnson WR So &1 190 Grond Prairie 
81 MikeJones TE Sr 260 Som Anboino 

39 Tyrone Jones Bo 64 25 TexsCy 

16 Nathan Kosper 0B ok =©S11 192 Gonedo 

77 Antwon KtkHughes OG == &3 310 Waxahachie 
65. Stevie lee DT Fr &4 300 Shreveport, LA 
10 De'Andre Lewis BS 6&1 245 Housion 

85 Cullen Loeffler TE S64 260 Ingrom 


. HOMETOWN 

17 CJ. Marin Rk «= «57180 Heoh 

37 Will Nothews RB of 63 25 Awsin 

31 OlMdCinock == Bk 22 Amin 
42 AdomMcConaihy «DE ©4250 West Monroe, WA 
15 Mot McFodden KK oF SIT (180 Copel 
94 Miguel McKoy or ke 61 05 bk 
50 HunlerMcWiloms = DS sk «= 62220, Ausin 

5 Chance Mock C8 ft 62 205 The Woodlands 
25 Mott Musselman WR o& S11 180 Dols 
67 Robby Nethercut O S Sil 25 Awsin 

30 Tien Von Nguyen Bok SI) 189 Ropar 

9 Dokoroi Pearson FS So 510-180 Doyen 

44 Cole Pittmon DE ik 65 265 Shreveport, A 
14 Kyle Pister PK SoG) «(180 Rodan 

91 Brod Price DE Fr 62 200 Copperas Cove 
2 Everick Rawls B SS 61 25 TeaGy 

40 Cory Redding DE ok 665 260 Howen 
37 Brent Ringo SFr 61180. Amaiilo 

25 Bret Robin RB So SIT «1 Austin 
55. Aumen Sochell (Boft «2-220 Demer, CO 
8 BoScaife TES 63 240 _Demer,CO 
58 Austin Sendlin B fr 63 240 Scotidde, AZ 
87 Kyle Shonohon WR Jt 63 170 Englewood, CO 
1 Chis Sins Gk 65 22 Frorkinlokes,N) | 
98 Trovs Slogle DE k 63 235 Phugenile 

47 destin Smith P Fr 65 185  Midlond 

3% Chod Stevens Rk GA US Gpres 

88 Sevie Sigal TE/DE So 64 205 Lone Ook 

97 Chris Sroup DE OS «6632S Killeen 

24 Ali Tobe PKIP Fr &2 «194 Baton Rouge, LA 
cL ee a ee 

9 Sloan Thomas WR So 62 195 Houston 

43 Kalen Thoenion DE S63 270 Dos 
18 Beou Trohon Bok S11 20 BayCy 

46 Not Trisel Rok «= 60 235 Teague 

22 Ares Tsiis WR So 60 170. Dolls 

95 Marcus Tubbs DT So 64 280 DeScko 

29 Wichoel Ungor WR oS = 60 175 Fort Worth 

3 Nothon Vesher ie:) So 5-11 170 Texorkona 

58 Keih Videll O sk 510 275 Mablefols 
19 Marcus Walther DBS = 6118)‘ s 

56 Marcus Wilkins BS 62 225 Austin 

26 fron Williams So. G1 235 Clewond 
63 Nike Wilioms OT S& 66 339  TheCobny 

4 Roy Williams SE S$ 65 20 Odense 

3% By Wright 0B ok «© S11. 195 Son Antonio 
38 Jon Wyndhom BS «G1 02 Meer 
Roster ond depth chat subjedt to change. 


HB 
FB 
SE 

FL 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Chris Simms, Jr*/Major Applewhite, Sr 
Victor Ike, Jr/Cedric Benson, Fr 
"Matt Trissell, Jr*/Chad Stevens, Jr 
Roy Williams, So*/Montrell Flowers, Sr 
B.J. Johnson, So*/Kyle Shanahan, Jr 


Bo Scaife, So/Brock Edwards, So 
Robbie Doane, Jr/Alfio Randall, Jr 

Derrick Dockery, Jr*/Tillman Holloway, So 
Matt Anderson, Sr*/Beau Baker, Jr 

Antwan Kirk-Hughes, Jr*/Tillman Holloway, So 


Mike Williams, Sr*/Lionel Garr, Fr 
Matt McFadden, Fr/Dylan Becker, Jr 


LE Cory Redding, Jr*/O.J. McClintock, Jr 


uT Adam Doiron, So/Maurice Gordon, Sr 
RT Marcus Tubbs, So/Stevie Lee, Fr 
RE Kalen Thornton, So*/Jermain Anderson, Sr 
SLB Lee Jackson, Sr/Tyrone Jones, Sr* = 


MLB De'Andre Lewis, Sr*/Austin Sendlein, Fr 


WIB Everick Rawls, Sr*/Marcus Wilkins, Sr 
RCB Roderick Babers, Jr*/Ervis Hill, Sr 
LCB Quentin Jommer, Sr*/Nathan Vasher, So 


‘SS Ahmad Brooks, Sr/Dakarai Pearson, So” 
FS Nathan Vasher, So/Phillip Geiggar, So == 
P Brian Bradford, Jr/Justin Smith, Fr ; 


SPRING UPDATE 


or the first time in Mack 

Brown’s tenure at Texas the 

Horns won't be looking for the 
incoming freshman class to make immedi- 
ate contributions — with one notable 
exception. 

Running back Cedric Benson of Mid- 
land Lee will get a shot to start at halfback 
to replace Hodges Mitchell, but the other 
freshmen will likely battle for backup 
roles. Newcomers to watch include defen- 
sive tackle Kaelen Jakes of Valencia, 
Calif; linebacker Derrick Johnson of 
Waco; and offensive tackle Alfio Randall, 
a transfer from Blinn College who could 
figure in the tackle rotation immediately. 

¢ Cole Pittman, who started three 
games at defensive end last year and was 
expected to contend for a starting tackle 
spot, was killed in a one-car accident in 
East Texas the day before spring drills 
were to begin. The Horns will honor 
Pittman, a 6-5, 265-pounder from 
Shreveport, by wearing a decal with his 
jersey number (44) on their helmets. 

¢ Duane Akina joined the Longhorn 
staff as secondary coach, the first new 
hire Mack Brown has had to make in his 
four seasons as head coach. Akina, 44, 
replaces Everett Withers, who became 
secondary coach for the Tennesee Titans. 
Akina came to UT from Arizona, where 
he had been named defensive coordinator 
by new Wildcat Coach John Mackovic, 
the man that Brown replaced at Texas. 
UT defensive coordinator Carl Reese said 
Akina’s presence will be a boon for cor- 
nerback Quentin Jammer. “He’s going to 
give Jammer different tools,” Reese said. 
“It's a different set of eyes looking at his 
talent.” Akina was the position coach for 
1990 Jim Thorpe Award winner Darryll 
Lewis, as well as first-round draft pick 
Chris McAlister, a 1998 All-American. 

¢ Ryan Haywood, expected to battle 
for the starting defensive tackle spot, 
transferred before spring drills began. 
Wide receivers Courtnee Garcia and 
Gerald Hansen also left. 

* Quarterback Chris Simms said 
unequivocally that he won't leave school 
early for the NFL Draft, saying he needs 
all the college snaps he can get to be a 
better pro. “The more playing time you 
get in college, the better you'll be,” 
Simms said. “You hear NFL scouts talk 
about it all the time.” 
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Williams Inspiration — Little Chasiddy ... and Fuzzy Gorilla Slippers 


hen Roy Williams arrived at 
the cealy of Texas as a 
talented wide receiver out of 


Odessa Permian, he had a dilemma. 
He couldn’t don the No. 18 he 
wore in high school, or the No. 26 his 
older brother, former Texas Tech All- 

American Lloyd Hill, wore because 
both numbers were taken. 

So he took No. 4. 

Why? Lloyd’s daughter Chasiddy 
was four-years old. “She says, ‘I’m 4 
and Uncle Roy is 4’,” Hill said. 

ltisa ahs ood kind of thing. 

With one Veieanentel flaw. 

In January, Chasiddy turned five. 

As dilemmas go, it’s nothing dire, 
certainly no where near as grave as the 
on-field problems created by a 6-5, 
210-pound sophomore who can run a 
10.3 100-meters, high jump 6-foot-10- 
inches, long jump 25-6 and can adjust 
to deep balls as if he had radar and 
has caught fade routes behind his back. 

To exploit those talents, offensive 
coordinator Greg Davis worked with 
him on his route running in the spring. 


least a decade. Both could be able to pro- 
vide the outside pressure the Horns need 
without having to blitz. 

Marcus Tubbs is poised for a big year at 
one tackle, but the other appears wide 
open. The death of Cole Pittman in a late 
February auto accident and the transfer of 
Ryan Haywood took away players counted 
on for depth, leaving sophomore Adam 
Doiron and the moved Gordon to round out 
the rotation. Stevie Lee, who redshirted last 
year after a stress fracture in his foot, had 
problems with the foot in the spring and his 
availability for the fall is still a bit iffy. 

Redshirt freshman Austin Sendlein was 
unable to unseat senior D.D. Lewis at mid- 
dle linebacker and Everick Rawls returns on 
the weakside. Jackson moves to the strong 
side from strong safety to allow him to 
cover tight ends and running backs more 
effectively and provide blitzing skills simi- 
lar to Aaron Babino, who made a similar 
switch in 1998 and ended up being the 
Cotton Bowl Defensive MVP that season. 

Quentin Jammer, who nearly entered 
the NFL Draft in January, returns at left 
cornerback. Rod Babers, who had a ten- 
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“Little things can create more room 
after the catch,” Davis said. 

Williams is a unique blend of inspi- 
ration and perspiration. He won the lon 
jump, took second in the high jump aa 
third in the 100-meters at the Texas high 
school state meet — wearing fuzzy 
gorilla slippers between events. In ninth 
grade, he showed up for the team trip 
dressed in a black and orange football 
jersey, blue and white baseball pants, 
and two socks — one red, one orange. 
It was his favorite outfit. 

In third grade. 

“Different,” his mother, Chris Hill, 
volunteered. “He’s just like that.” 

It's a good different. Asked if 
there’s anybody like him, Texas corner- 
back Quentin Jammer doesn’t hesitate. 

“Other than Randy Moss?” Jammer 
said. “Nope.” 

Williams will likely be a top pick in 
the NFL draft after his junior year — If 
he doesn’t challenge it after this year. 

“Next year ... | don’t know,” 
Williams said. “I don’t think about the 
NFL.” 


dency to let receivers get behind him last 
year, had a solid spring and held off a 
challenge from Nathan Vasher. 

That led to Vasher being moved to 


OW THEY 

HAVE TO TAKE 

THAT TALENT 
AND REFINE IT SO INSTEAD 


OF A 30-YARD GAIN, A GREAT 
THROW AND CATCH, IT’S 
NOW A 60-YARD TOUCH- 
DOWN RUN,” DAVIS SAID. 


safety, where he'll join another converted 
cornerback, Ahmad Brooks, who has at 
least temporarily beaten out incumbent 
Dakarai Pearson, as the preseason starters. 
Texas is solid at returns. Ike, whose 
93-yarder against Oregon broke the 


ROY WILLIAMS CAN ADJUST TO DEEP BALLS 
AS IF HE HAD RADAR AND HAS CAUGHT 
FADE ROUTES BEHIND HIS BACK. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


nation’s longest streak without a kickoff 
return score, is back to resume those duties 
and Vasher is the likely punt returner. 

What might ultimately cost the Long- 
horns this season is their kicking and 
punting. Stockton’s steadiness was often 
overlooked last season and the Horns 
struggled in the spring to find consis- 
tency, particularly on place-kicks. 

Juco transfer Brian Bradford, who had 
a solid spring, will assume the punting 
duties. Redshirt freshman Matt McFadden 
was the most consistent of the kicking 
candidates in the spring, but didn’t show 
reliability on longer attempts. 

If the Longhorn offense can improve 
its efficiency on third-down-and-short, 
that may not be a huge problem. Then 
again, the Horns’ biggest missing piece 
may be that elusive killer instinct. 

“We have to finish as a team,” said 
senior tackle Mike Williams. “There’s 
nothing we need to do physically for that; 
it’s all mental. As the fourth quarter 
comes around, we have to have the same 
enthusiasm we had in the first quarter.” 

— Mark Wangrin 
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| a popular cliché in the coaching ver- 


nacular — used to describe those 

heady, film-room junkies who doodle 
by diagramming plays and unwind by 
deciphering third-down tendencies. 
They're referred to as “students of the 
game,” and in that category, Texas A&M 
junior linebacker Brian Gamble would 


qualify for the dean’s list. 

Gamble, the son of a high school foot- 
ball coach, probably has DNA consisting 
of a combination of X and O chromo- 
somes at constant battle. And aside from 
his extensive knowledge of the nuances of 
the game, Gamble can actually name the 
mascot of nearly every high school foot- 
ball team in Texas. 

“He's a freak,” fellow A&M linebacker 
Christian Rodriguez said of Gamble's mas- 
cot mastery. “He knows some of the most 
bizarre things about the game.” 

Gamble also believes in the bizarre 
possibilities of the game, and he’s taking 
it upon himself to make sure his team- 
mates believe, too. 

A&M ended last season by losing 
three straight games for the first time 
since 1970. The Aggies also lose their 


2000: 7-5 overall; 5-3 Big 12 (3rd South) 

COACH: R.C. Slocum — At Texas A&M and 
Overall: 109-37-2, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2: 6 offense, 
5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Mark Farris, 
C Seth McKinney, DL Ty Warren, LB Brian 
Gamble, CB Sammy Davis, SS Terrence 
Kiel, FS Jay Brooks 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Aggies 
have one of the Big 12's best quarter- 
backs in Mark Farris. A&M's defensive line 


and secondary should provide a chance 


TEXAS A&M 


three top playmakers from a year ago 
(wide receiver Robert Ferguson, fullback 
Ja’Mar Toombs and linebacker Jason 
Glenn). And with a 7-5 record last year, 
the Aggies finished outside the Associ- 
ated Press Top 25 for just the second time 
in R.C. Slocum’s tenure as head coach. 
None of those things should diminish 


Can Aggies Be the Next Big 12 Surprise? 


the Aggies’ expectations for 2001, Gam- 
ble says with a sense of authority. After 
all, the last Big 12 team that finished 7-5 
with a two-point loss in the Independence 
Bowl was Oklahoma in 1999. 

The Sooners won the national champi- 
onship the following season. How's that 
for bizarre? 

Gamble isn’t guaranteeing that the 
Aggies will duplicate OU's remarkable 
feat. But he has posed a question for his 
teammates to ponder: “Why not us?” 

“Who's to say we can’t be the next 
(Oklahoma)?” Gamble asked. “They were 
a team that was 7-5 and just decided they 
were in it for the long haul, they knew 
they could take it all the way. They knew 
they had the talent; they believed in the 
coaches; they believed in their system. 

“There was a lot of luck along the 
way, without any major injuries or any- 
thing like that. But college football is a 


to win virtually any game. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Big-ime play- 
makers. Solid players at wide receiver, 
tight end, tailback and outside linebacker. 
But can anyone at those positions take 
over a game? 

OVERVIEW: Texas A&M is solid across- 
the-board. The Aggies could be better 
than last year’s team that came close to } 
beating Notre Dame, Oklahoma and 
Mississippi State. But the brutal sched- 
ule could make it hard to match last 
season's record. 


crazy game. Anything can happen. We 
have to start preparing that way, prepar- 
ing for anything that happens down the 
road. If luck comes our way, then we 
could be that next team to win the 
national championship.” 

That, indeed, would be bizarre. The 
Aggies haven't won a national title since 


1939; they haven't been ranked No.1 at 
any point in a season since 1957; and 
they haven’t gone unblemished in a regu- 
lar season since 1992. 

But Bob Stoops’ remarkable revival 
north of the Red River apparently has 
inspired more than just the Sooner State. 
During the spring, the Aggies broke team 
huddles/gatherings by shouting, in uni- 
son, “national champions.” 

And there is undoubtedly a sense at 
A&M that if OU can do it, so can we. 

Maybe that’s because A&M played so 
well last year against Oklahoma, building a 
double-digit lead in the fourth quarter 
before losing 35-31. Maybe it's the Inde- 
pendence Bowl irony. Maybe it's far- 
fetched, but the Aggies are buying into the 
bizarre possibility of it happening to them. 

“We want to win the Big 12 South 
and then win the Big 12 title,” said senior 
defensive back/special teams standout Jay 
Brooks. “And when you look at the teams 
that we are going to have to beat in order 
to do that, we also have the goal to win 
the national championship. Each year 
somebody different is going to change 
something. It's time for us to have the 
chance to do something right. 

“Some things are going to have to go 
our way for us to accomplish those goals. 
But if we can get through this schedule 
unbeaten, we will definitely be in a posi- 
tion to win it all.” 

If they can endure this schedule with 
an unbeaten record, the Aggies should be 


LINEBACKER BRIAN GAMBLE IS A TREMENDOUS 
TACKLER AND WILL SERVE AS AN ANCHOR IN 
THE MIDDLE OF THE WRECKING CREW. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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GGIES*RECRUITING 


Hich ScHoot / CouEGE 


HOMETOWN 
Friendswood 


Name / Position Size 


| APPEL, Jaxson DB 5-11, 195 Friendswood 


PrepStor All-American @ SuperPrep All-Southwest Region @ All-State on offense @ Third-team All-State on | 


| defense @ As a senior, hod 117 tackles and five interceptions @ Had 1,864 yards rushing ond 22 touchdowns 
BOUTTE, John LB 62,215 loke Charles, LA lake Charles-Boston 
SuperPrep and PrepStor All-Southeast Region @ All-State tight end as sophomore and junior @ Had 31 recep- 
tions for 572 yards and five touchdowns as a junior @ As a senior, had 18 receptions for 248 yards. 


CARRIGER, Thomas DL 6-4, 260 Skidmore Tynan 
All-State defensive lineman @ All-District tight end, defensive end and kicker @ As a senior, had 112 tackles, 
| including 70 solo, four sacks, three fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered. 


CARTER, Jason QB 6-0, 190 Coldwell Caldwell 
PrepStar All-American # SuperPrep All-Southwest Region @ Rated No, 1 “run-pass” quarterback in Texas by 
loneStarRecrviting.com @ Had 1,087 yards passing and 559 yards rushing, scoring 18 touchdowns. 


FARMER, Derek RB 6-0, 190 Tyler 

| PrepStar All-American # SuperPrep All-Southwest Region @ Ranked No. 5 running ere in Texas by LoneStar- 
Recruiting.com # Second-team All-State @ As a senior, hod 1,800 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns # Hod 
1,934 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns as a junior. 


HIGHTOWER, Jami OL 6-5, 305 Jacksonville Jacksonville 
Parade All-American # SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas # 
Rated No, | offensive guard in Texas by LoneStarRecruiting.com # All-State on offense and defense. 


HOLMAN, Quentin OL 6-2, 310 Jacksonville Jacksonville 
Expected to play on the offensive front # Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas @ All-District tight end. 


HOOPER, Lawrence DL 6-3, 260 Aldine Aldine 
PrepStar All-American  SuperPrep All-Southwest Region # LoneStarRecruiting.com ranked No. 3 defensive 
end in Texas @ All-District @ Had 81 tackles and 9.5 sacks as a senior. 


JOHNSON, |B 6-2,230 Bryon Bryon 
Expected fo play linebacker  Third-team All-State District Defensive Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, hod 
78 tackles, including 17 sacks. 


JOLLY, Johnny DL 6-3, 260 Houston Forest Brook 
District Defensive Most Valuable Player # Had 95 tackles as a senior. 
JONES, Byron DB 5-10, 180 Boy City Boy City 


| SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American @ Texas Football Bee Team @ Rated No. 4 cornerback in Texas by 
LoneStarRecrviting.com All-District # Helped team to state championship. 


JONES, Ronold DB 511,175 Dallas Skyline 
LoneStarRecruiting.com ranked No. 3 free safety in Texas @ District Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 75 
tackles and two interceptions. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Coulece 


MAYS, Jarvis DB 6-3, 185 Dallas Kimball 
PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American # Rated No. 3 strong safety in Texas by LoneStarRecrviting.com @ All- 
District @ Hod 82 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. 


MURPHY, Terrence WR 6-1,190 Tyler Chopel Hill 

Expected to play wide receiver @ District Offensive Most Valuable Player # As a senior QB, completed 65 of 158 
passes for 1,149 yards and 111 touchdowns # Had 512 yards rushing and seven touchdowns on 92 carries. 
ROBERSON, John WR 510, 175 Boy City Boy City 

ing.com @ All-State wide receiver and defensive back @ Helped team to state championship Had 64 recep- 
tions for 1,533 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior # Had 10 interceptions on defense. 


ROSS, David DL 6-3, 240 Forney 
loneStarRecrviting.com rated No. 6 defensive end in Texas @ All-State # Two-time ae Most Valuable Player 
@ As a senior, had 148 tackles, including 23 tackles for loss. 


SINGLETON, Bryant WR 6-0, 175 Galveston Ball 

PrepStar All-American @ Ranked No. 6 athlete in Texas by LoneStarRecruiting.com # Texas Football Super 
Teom @ All-District wide receiver and defensive back @ Had 21 receptions for 419 yards and six touchdowns as 
a senior @ Had 110 tackles on defense. 


SMITH, Cole OL 6-4, 280 Grand Prairie Fort Worth Christian 
PrepStar All-American @ SuperPrep All-Southwest Region # Rated No. 9 offensive guard in Texas by LoneStor- 
Recruiting.com @ Three-time All-State and All-District. 


| STEAMER, DominiqueOL 6-5, 300 Temple Temple 

PrepStor All-American # LoneStarRecruiting.com ranked No. 4 offensive guard in Texas @ Second-team All- 
State @ All-District @ As a senior, graded 94 percent on blocking assignments with 29 pancake blocks # Had 
56 “key” blocks, which led to first downs or touchdowns. 


STRINGER, Donny DL 6-6, 240 Garland Naaman Forest 
PrepStor All-American @ SuperPrep All-Southwest Region # Rated No. 8 defensive end in Texas by LoneStar- 
Recruiting.com @ All-District # Had 85 tackles, including 47 solo, and six sacks as a senior. 


THOMAS, Terrence WR 5-11, 185 Houston Washington 

PrepStar All-American  SuperPrep All-Southwest Region # Ranked No. 6 wide receiver in Texas by LoneStar- 
Recruiting.com Rated among Top 15 wide receivers in Texas by Texas Football @ Second-team All-State # 
All-District @ As a senior, had 37 receptions for 711 yards and six touchdowns. 


WEBB, Randall LB 63,214 Mescuite North Mesquite 
All-District defensive back @ Had 74 tackles on defense as a senior. 
WOODS, Jesse WR 6-4, 185 Katy Taylor 


Suffered a season-ending knee injury in the third game of senior season # As a junior, had 21 receptions for 
425 yards. 


USA Today All-American @ PrepStar All-American # Ranked No. 3 wide receiver in Texas by LoneStarRecruit | 


AWLOOKATTHEAGGIES 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


We 5, 5-3) PASSING | Sept. 1 McNeese State 
a6 Ni Da = OA NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int — --— 
Ce a Farris 347 2551 599 10 9 Sept. 8 at Wyoming 
5] Wyoming 3 Smith 3 Ome 33:3 Oo} ‘0 = = 
45 UTEP 17 RUSHING | Sept. 22 Okishoma State 
--=-——- =—— == NAME No Ave lc 1D | ~-— ——___ - 
33 Texas Tech 15 Whitaker 84 54 38 6| | Sept. 29 Notre Dame 
Weber 101 4.4 30 2 5 —— —— 3 
19 Color ado r 26 Toombs 117 3.0). a7 ata Oct. 6 Baylor 
24 Ba lor 0 Farris 60 LS 17 4 
Y RECEIVING Oct. 13 at Colorado 
a - | 
30 lowa State 7 NAME No AvG lc 1D 
2% Kansas State 10 Ferguson 68 ar ae r Oct. 20 at Kansas State 
| Johnson 42 440 ‘10.5 28 0 
21 Oklahoma State 16 ‘Taylor 32 390 122 «+29 +~+1\ ‘| Oct 27  lowa State 
a rl Porter 21 236 11,2 22 0 | | 
31 Oklahoma 35 | DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 3 at Texas Tech | 
7 Texas 43 TACKLES: Gomble 110; ; Anthony 76; Glenn 67; Jameson 64. Nov. 10 at Oklahoma 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL | INTERCEPTIONS: Kiel 4; Davis 4; Gamble 3; Glenn 3. ‘ 
Seba Teeter | QB Sacks: Warren 5; Glenn 5; Gamble 4; Bradley 4. 
Al Mississippi State 43 | Tacktes For Loss: Glenn 16; Warren 16; Gamble 10. Noy. 23 Texas | 
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in Super Bowl contention. But recent history suggests A&M could 
be in store for a rough road. 

During a five-week stretch beginning in mid-October, the 
Aggies must play at Colorado, at Kansas State, at Texas Tech and 
at Oklahoma. Since 1995, A&M is a combined 2-6 at those road 
destinations, with both wins coming in 1997. 

There's also a possibility that all four of those opponents 
could be ranked by the time the Aggies play them. And since 
1990, the Aggies are also just 2-6 on the road against ranked 
teams. 

“We've got to play better on the road, and it wouldn't even 
matter if those four games were against four lesser teams in the 
Big 12,” Gamble said. “Going on the road is always tough. But 
the great teams win on the road. You have to be ready to play 
every week, no matter where you are, whether it’s Manhattan, 
Kan., College Station, wherever. That’s part of the little things 
we're addressing and making our minds up that this is what it 
takes to be one of the great teams.” 

The home schedule is no picnic, either. The Aggies play host 
to Notre Dame in late September and finish the season by playing 
Texas at Kyle Field. Last year, the Aggies lost two games at home 
for just the second time since 1985. A&JM must play extremely 
well on its home turf to avoid duplicating last year’s dubious feat. 

Most importantly, though, the Aggies must find some play- 
makers to step forward in the long list of big games on the 
schedule. The Aggies’ 2001 lineup has very few glaring weak- 
nesses. But it also features very little proven star power. 

After a breakthrough season last year, junior Mark Farris 
appears to be capable over the next two years of becoming one 
of the best quarterbacks in A&M history. But who is his go-to 
receiving target this year? 

The offensive line, anchored by All-American candidate Seth 
McKinney at center, returns four of five starters from a unit that 
was one of the pleasant surprises of last season, especially in its 
ability to protect Farris. It could be an even better unit this year. 
But who will be the running back charged with getting the tough 
yards in the crucial situations that are bound to arise? 

Last year, of course, Ferguson, who led the Big 12 in receiv- 
ing, and Toombs, who led the Aggies with 14 touchdowns, were 
the mainstays of the A&UV\ attack. In fact, the duo combined to 
score 63 percent of A&M's touchdowns last year. 

“We'd love to have those guys back, but that’s not the case,” 


: said Farris, who passed 
THE BEST for 2,551 yards in 
THE BRIGHTEST 


2000. “So, we need 
some of the younger, 
less experienced guys 
to step forward. We'll 
have to spread the ball 
around to different 
receivers instead of 
relying so much on 
a guy like Ferguson, 
but if guys like Bethel 
Johnson, Mickey Jones 
and Dwain Goynes 
step up, it can make us even more balanced and dangerous.” 
The most intriguing of the aforementioned trio of returning 
receivers is Goynes, a terrific athlete who is blessed with blazing 
speed. Until this past spring, however, Goynes had always been 
more of a sprinter than a football player. But his impressive work 
in the spring is possibly an indication that he could be emerging 


QB Mark Farris 


WR Dwain Goynes 


OL Jami Hightower 


SOPHOMORE RICHARD WHITAKER HAS THE POTENTIAL 
TO MAKE BIG PLAYS AT TAILBACK, BUT HE HAS YET 
TO DO IT ON GAME DAY. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


as a difference-maker the Aggies desperately need. 

“Dwain (made big plays) all spring long,” Slocum said. “With 
the loss of Robert Ferguson, we are looking for a way to fill that 
void. His speed makes him a dangerous player and he’s been 
catching the ball much better. He’s maturing as a player. We 
have plans of finding ways to get the ball into his hands.” 

The Aggies also need bigger plays from their tailbacks. For 
a school that has produced breakaway threats such as Leeland 
McElroy, Rodney Thomas, Greg Hill, Darren Lewis, etc., it’s rather 
amazing that the last time an A&M tailback scored on a run of 
more than 30 yards was the 1998 season. 

Sophomore Richard Whitaker and redshirt freshman Keith 
Joseph have the potential to make big plays at tailback, but they 
have yet to do it on game day. 

The other major concern for this team involves a position that 
has usually been its No. 1 strength. A&M has produced a legacy 
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Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
19. Roddy Alecnder = WR So. «SB 16) Rowe 74 TorgoMcCouey LS ~—«&3.-288 Ochoa Ciy, OK 
30 Wes Bouoich DB © &2 210 Kemeddle 77 Seh McKinney OQ & 63 20 Ac 
"95. Redy Bemard 1 os 63 20 yom 54 Jones Mikich OL So 62 20 Abd 
15 Adam Blok ne 45 Jered Mons BS) 63 237 Brownwood 
“65. Ande Brooks Cn si ae ee eo 89 Don Muboch Ts oe 
21 bey Brooks 1B 59190. Kilen & Chance Peorce OS kk 62230. Bromvord 
‘26 sorte Bi DB So 59163 PRogenile “48. Jord Penigh Bok 63 23 Adne 
58 Ricky Cordozo 1 fe 64 220) Misicn 81 Joey Perc To 64 255 PeolMS 
“78. Kesey Cheshier OL fF 64 279 Donconvle 93 Even Perri DLS 65.265 Hoon 
80 Elion Coins WR So 63 205 Hunt 35 Mike Fnesete DBS S11 185. LaNorqe 
39 Bric ruched DB Fr G0 180 GolenaPak 44 Greg Porter WR ok bd 228 Kel 
“2 Sammy Devs 1 ok 60 180 Humble 73 An Reuber So 66 280 Pow 
87 MiboddeloTore TE ok 65 2d Kaly ee en > ee 
0 nakhes) nn OMIn 6206 een 2 ChishonRodigez «(BOSS 62205. Mexqite 
"32 OxherFlemning -—«#B=«So.SSI0.208-‘Denn 20 Cody Scotes P So 62180 Tyler 
17. Bion Gonble Book 662 23 Ale 2 47 \ebrondonShepord «= BOG] 219 Lain 
16> Daven Garky DB So 511189 Denison 36: Anca Senn B® & 1 224 Hown 
8 Tam Gaga PK So 59 159 Cole Staion 25. Chis Sims AK of 60 170. Gorlond 
Tdean Cones WR ok 510 179 LoMomue £2 Eves Smih DB So &2 205. Compln,CA 
& GeotHongarner = «OL «GS. «272. New Brounles “68 Lins Sih DLS bh WO Wer 
27 Jesse Hunnicutt B sk 62 237 Amarillo “8 Vorce Smith O sk 64 226 Grand Prairie 
33 Kedon Jocson DBO 61-209 Gorknd 86 Fred Spiler TE % 63 252 Ade 
91) Moros Josnin DL oF 64323 New Oteons 1A 19° Ere Stnford Bok «G2 195. Wow 
9 Beha ohnion WR & S11 188 Conia 57. Scot Sickone B So G2 232_‘TrophyChb 
83 Micky Jones WR S 59 178 Ter 82 Joma: Tol WR So 62 20 Mision 
“3B Shoy Jones Bo SI 2) Midond Rea iicecen! NOMIBoN Ril Goo aig ited Mae 
34 Keth Joseph ae 94. Ty Woren Ohh “bal -20ke cies 
48 Terence Kel wo os “511196 thin “37 Jerome Weber DB Fr «= +1116 San Bemardino, CA 
“50. John Krk = OL hr 6-4 282 Athens 2B Joe Weber ne 60 8 Son Bemardino, CA 
16. Derk Lecler Pook | 60 28 Sey “31. Seon Westen DB So 59 170 Gordera,CA 
68 Brnlvely OL So 65 29 Shhe «2A Ricard Whitcher, =—RBSSoS:10. 197 Jocuomile 
18 Desin Long QB of 63.185. Pot Neches 51 ToykrWhiley = Lk 305. Sun 
92 Nick loved Tee ee 53 Torn Wookkidge = B«So G0 220 Hawken Texas 
785 | Leena Madson TE & 63 235 The Weodlonds 72 Billy Yoes Ok 61 20 Contra 
% Michoel Mahan oO ¥ 66 "293 Home LA : = an a 
10) Kevin Mongun DBO | 60 176 LoMarqe Rosser ond depth chat subject fo change 


QB Mark Farris, Jr*/Vance Smith, Jr 


“FB. Joe Weber, Jr/ Stacy Jones, Jr 


TB Richard Whitaker, So*/Keith Joseph, Fr 


Bethel Johnson, Sr*/ Ellison Collins, So 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


DE _—_Evan Perroni, Sr/Rocky Bernard, Sr 


NT Ty Warren, Jr*/Marcus Jasmin, Fr 


DE _Linnis Smith, Fr/Rocky Bernard, Sr 


OLB Jarrod Penright, Jr/ Everett Smith, So 


Dwain Goynes, Jr/l Mickey Jones, Sr 


IB Brian Gamble, Jr*/Amon ‘Simon, Sr 


TE Michael de la Torre, I/| Lonnie Madison, Sr 


IB Harold Robertson, Sr/Jared Morris, So. 


LT Michael Mahan, Jr*/Kasey Cheshier, Fr OLB Christian Rodriguez, Sr/Jesse Hunnicutt, Jr 
LG Billy Yates, Jr/John Kirk, So CB Sean Weaston, So*/Adam Black, So 
G Seth McKinney, Sr*/Geoff Hangartner, Fr cB Sammy Davis, Jr*/Jonte’ Buhl, So 


Taylor Whitely, Jr*/ Britt Lively, So 


SS Terrence Kiel, Jr*/Wes Bautovich, Sr 


RT Andre Brooks, So/Alan Reuber, So 


FS Jay Brooks, Sr/Dawon Gentry, So 


K Chris Sims, Fr/ Cody Scates, So 


P Cody Scates, So*/Chris Sims, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


y all accounts, the transition of 

three new assistants to R.C. 

Slocum’s staff went smoothly in 
the spring. Offensive coordinator Dino 
Babers (formerly at Arizona) and assistant 
head coach/receivers coach Kevin Sumlin 
(from Purdue) are new to the A&M staff, 
while running backs coach Ken Rucker 
has returned to A&M, where he held the 
same position from 1994-97 before leav- 
ing for North Carolina. 

“I was really pleased with how our 
new coaches came in during the spring 
and hit the ground running,” Slocum said. 
“Things went as smoothly as I could have 
possibly hoped for. The new coaches 
worked well with the players and the play- 
ers really responded to them.” 

Babers, Sumlin and Rucker replaced 
three assistants who became the latest 
members of the A&M-to-the-NFL 
pipeline. Pete Hoener is now with the 
Arizona Cardinals; Steve Kragthorpe 
went to the Buffalo Bills; and Larry Kirk- 
sey went to the Detroit Lions. 

Unfortunately for Slocum, the 
pipeline to the NFL means he’s not a 
stranger to making plenty of new hires in 
the offseason. This marked the third time 
in the last four offseasons that Aggies 
have hired three new assistants. 

¢ Expected to be one of the strengths 
of the offense, A&M's offensive line took 
a hit during the spring when returning 
starter Tango McCauley was dismissed 
from the squad for violating unspecified 
team rules. “It’s a real shame that Tango 
will not be with us,” Slocum said. “But we 
have team rules that we must adhere to.” 

¢ While the Aggies did not appear in 
the final rankings last year for just the sec- 
ond time in the Slocum era, A&M ranked 
No. 1 in the nation in traditions, accord- 
ing to a season-iong internet competition. 
A&M's 12th Man tradition won the title 
of best college football tradition during the 
Tostitos Tourney of Traditions contest. 

¢ A&M may dazzle opponents with 
new plays and formations this year, but 
probably not in talent. “We're not a team 
that’s going to dazzle anybody with our 
talent level,” Slocum said. “If we get all 
our guys hitting on the same page and 
keep guys healthy, then we can have a 
pretty good team. Anything short of that, 
and we’re not going to be a real good 
team.” 
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MARK FARRIS FINISHED NO. 2 IN A&M HIS- 
TORY IN SEASON COMPLETIONS. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


of outstanding outside linebackers 
through the years, including pass-rush- 
ing specialists such as current NFL play- 
ers Marcus Buckley, William Thomas, 
Keith Mitchell, Warrick Holdman and 
Jason Glenn. 

Nobody on the current A&M roster has 
proven he can be the next dominating star 
outside linebacker. At least not in the mold 
that A&M fans are accustomed to seeing. 

The good news for the A&M defense 
is that there are some potential stars virtu- 
ally everywhere else. Gamble is a tremen- 
dous tackler and will serve as an anchor in 
the middle of the Wrecking Crew. Junior 
defensive backs Sammy Davis at one cor- 
ner and Terrence Kiel at strong safety are 
all-conference candidates, while sopho- 
more cornerback Sean Weston is coming 
off a solid freshman season. 

Up front, junior Ty Warren could be the 
most dominant defensive lineman the 
Aggies have had seen since Sam Adams. 
Even with the loss of two starters from last 
year, the defensive front could be the 
strength of the team, especially if senior 
Rocky Bernard returns to top form after 
missing last year with a serious knee injury. 


TEXAS A&M 


Husband, Father ... Good Quarterback 


es, he’s mature. Sure, he played 
Y rine league baseball for five 

seasons. It’s also true that he is 
happily married and is the proud 
father of a six-year-old girl. And he is, 
indeed, 26 years old. 

Those things make quarterback 
Mark Farris an interesting story. But 
in terms of how he is perceived at 
Texas A&M, Farris would most like to 
called “a good quarterback.” Period. 
End of description. 

“The age thing came up so often 
last year it became eels tiresome,” 
Farris said. “It’s almost like your penal- 
ized. People say, ‘Well, he ought to be 
good. He’s 26.’ | don’t understand what 
that has to do with playing football. 

“IF anything, it makes it harder to 
get in shape and stay in shape. When 
| was 21, it was a lot easier to be in 
shape. It’s just a different situation, but 
| wish people would just say that | was 
a good player or wasn’t a good player 
based on the way | play instead of how 
old | am.” 


“You look at the elite teams in foot- 
ball, and the teams that have the best 
linebackers seem to have the best defen- 
sive line, keeping them off the lineback- 
ers,” Gamble said. “(Opponents are) 


HE AGGIES’ 2001 
LINEUP HAS VERY 
FEW GLARING 


WEAKNESSES. BUT IT ALSO 
FEATURES VERY LITTLE 
PROVEN STAR POWER. 


going to have to double team a lot of 
those guys to keep them from making 
plays, which will open it up for the line- 
backers. With the talent we have up front, 
we can make things happen.” 

Perhaps the player on this roster who 
has the best history of making things hap- 
pen is Brooks, who is moving to free 


Based on last year, most A&M fans 
would say Farris was much better than 
just a good player. In his first year as 
a starter, Farris became the most prolific 
single-season passer in school histo 
with 2,551 yards. He also finished No. 2 
in A&M history in season completions, 
attempts and completion percentage. 

Perhaps most importantly, though, 
he proved to be one of the most popu- 
lar guys in the locker room and the 
field general on Saturdays. 

But Farris contends that what peo- 
ple saw last year was just the begin- 
ning. He shaves better things are in 
store for 2001. 

“My emphasis is on getting better,” 
Farris said. “If you stay the same, you‘re 
going to get passed. And to be honest, 
| think | could have played a lot better last 
year. But | realize it was a start. While 
I'm 26, it was my first year as a starting 

varterback in college football. Hope- 

lly, | can build oi ee ear, maybe 
throw for 3,000 yards this year and win 
more games. That's my objective.” 


safety after playing cornerback throughout 
his first three years. Brooks has made 
some mistakes in the past, but for a team 
in desperate need of big-time difference 
makers, Brooks is the bell cow. 

Last year, he set up four A&M touch- 
downs with blocked punts, and during his 
career, he has recorded five sacks and 
scored three touchdowns. Brooks has a 
special flair for the dramatic. And for the 
Aggies to have a chance to contend for 
the South title — or achieve anything 
beyond — Brooks’ knack for the big play 
needs to rub off on many of his teammates. 

“We've got a lot of guys who are 
capable of being playmakers,” Brooks 
said. “The key is for them to gain the con- 
fidence and to take the attitude that they 
are definitely going to get the job done. 

“You have to have the determination 
to want to do something special. That's 
what separates good players from the 
great ones and good teams from great 
teams. If we have enough guys step for- 
ward, we can be a great team.” 

If not, it could simply be a long fall. 


— Rusty Burson 
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ver since last March, when “The 

General” first aroused the Red Raider 

Army, an epidemic of Knight fever 
has swept across the South Plains. From 
talk shows to water cooler conversations, 
and from T-shirt sales to season ticket pur- 
chases, it’s clear Texas Tech fans are gid- 


TEXAS TECH 


have compiled a roster full of pretty 
impressive playmakers. 

For example, there’s Kingsbury, who 
passed for more yards (3,418) last year 


than any quarterback in the history of Texas 


Tech football. Joining Kingsbury in the 
backfield is a healthy Ricky Williams, who 


back on offense. Everybody knows 
defense is easier to pick up and get going 
than offense. Our offense may carry us the 
first couple of games, but the defense will 
pick it up. Plus, it’s just exciting that we 
know the systems this year. We're not 
learning; we're fine-tuning and perfecting.” 


Football Promises A Fun Season — Too 


dily anticipating Bobby Knight's first 
basketball season at the school. 

No offense to the late Buddy Holly, but 
there’s a new Lubbock legend. And there's 
certainly a sense of “That’ll Be the Day” 
regarding the beginning of basketball. 

Of course, there is something else on 
the windswept horizon of West Texas for 
sports fans to eagerly await, reminds 
Texas Tech quarterback Kliff Kingsbury. 
You know, football season — the sport 
that, at least until Knight's hiring, was 
primarily responsible for stirring the 
emotions of Tech’s fan base. 

For those who may have forgotten, 
Kingsbury has a message. 

“I'd just say to all the fans who are 
itching for basketball to start that they're 
going to have a fun fall, too,” says Kings- 
bury, who had a record-setting sopho- 
more season in 2000, “If (the fans) can 
just hold on, we're going to put on a 
good show for them. We're capable of 
generating plenty of excitement on the 
football field, too.” 

At the very least, the Raiders appear 
to be quite capable of shocking anyone 
tempted to forget about them, including 
their own Knight-crazed fans and the 
opponents on the 2001 schedule. 

Being in the same division with 
defending national champion Oklahoma 
and perennial Top 25 powers Texas and 
Texas A&M makes Tech fairly easy to 
overlook. But almost without notice — 
at least on a national level — the Raiders 


WILLIAMS RETURNED LAST YEAR TO LEAD THE 
RAIDERS IN RUSHING, BECOMING ONLY THE 
SEVENTH BACK IN TECH HISTORY TO LEAD 
THE TEAM IN THREE SEASONS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


was considered a legitimate Heisman Tro- 
phy candidate before blowing out his knee 


_early in 1999. Tech also features a potential 


Big 12 Newcomer of the Year in junior col- 
lege transfer Anton Paige at wide receiver. 

While there were heavy losses defen- 
sively, the Raiders return the top tacklers 
in the Big 12 in each of the last two sea- 
sons — middle linebacker Lawrence Flu- 
gence (156 tackles in 2000) and safety 
Kevin Curtis (153 stops in 1999). 

“This team has some big-time play- 
makers on both sides of the ball,” says 
Curtis, who could possibly contend for 
All-American honors. “And this group of 
guys is very easy to be around and the 
camaraderie is excellent. | think we're 
going to have a great year. 

“| know we lost seven starters on 
defense, but I’d much rather lose starters 
on the defensive side than on offense. 
We've got just about everybody coming 


2000: 7-6 overall; 3-5 Big 12 (4th South) 
| GOAGH: Mike Leach — At Texas Tech and 
Overall: 7-6, | year 


RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 8 offense, 


4 defense, kicker/punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Kliff Kings- 
bury, TB Ricky Williams, WR Anton Paige, 
LB Lawrence Flugence, SS Kevin Curtis, 
DE Aaron Hunt 


| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tech has plenty 
of offensive playmakers and a handful on 
defense. With a year of seasoning in 
Leach’s systems, the Raiders may be able 


Indeed, the familiarity factor could be 
a major plus for the Raiders. Tech began 
the Mike Leach era last season by leading 
the Big 12 in passing offense (11th nation- 
ally) and passing defense (sixth nationally). 

But there were also glaring weak- 
nesses. Due in large part to injuries up front 
and the heavy emphasis on installing 
Leach’s passing game, the Raiders finished 
113th nationally out of 115 Division | teams 
in rushing offense. Tech averaged a meager 
66.4 yards per game on the ground. 

That won't cut it, especially in the tough 
games against upper-echelon Big 12 teams. 
Tech learned that the hard way in 2000. 

The Raiders took care of business last 
year against weaker teams on the sched- 
ule, going 7-0 against foes that failed to 
qualify for a bowl. Against bowl-bound 
teams, however, Tech was 0-6. 


to get over the hump against some of the 
best teams on the schedule. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: If Tech can't 
dramatically improve its running game, 
it could lose to every good team on the 
schedule again. And without proven 
depth, the Raiders could be in trouble 
if injuries happen. 

OVERVIEW: Barring miracles on the road, 
Tech is probably not a serious contender 
for the South Division. But with a few 
breaks at home, the Raiders could 
improve their bow! slotting from 2000. 
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ED RAIDERS*REGRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouEce Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / CouleGe 
BAILEY, Michael OL 6-5, 270 Wichita Falls Wichita Falls | KEGANS, Bryan OL 6-5, 303 Stephenville Stephenville 
Texas Sportswriters’ Association Red River Offensive Player of the Year # All-State. | Lubbock Avalanche-Joural Top 100 in Texas @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram second-team All-State # Helped 
| | team to three consecutive state championships. 
BONGO-WANGA, Loliki RB 6-0, 200 Salinas, CA Hartnell CC ] 
California Junior College Player of the Year As a sophomore, had 1,264 yards rushing and 16 touch- | LALE, Josh OL 6-4, 285 Hiram, GA Hiram 
downs @ Had 1,141 yards rushing and 17 touchdowns as a freshman. Tremendous athletic ability for his size @ Plans fo study communications. 
BRANDON, DeWayne DB 6-4, 202 Temple Temple | LEWIS, Sirdon CB 5-9, 160 Hitchcock Hitchcock 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal Fob 44 @ Texas Football Super Team @ Three-time All-State and All-District # Had Two-time All-District @ Had three interceptions as a senior @ Two-time regional qualifier in cross country 
120 career tackles and two interceptions @ Had 45 tackles, three interceptions and two fumbles recovered as a Two-time regional qualifier in powerlifting. 
senior @ Averaged 12 yards per punt retum # Had 15 receptions for 287 yards and three touchdowns. } 
MCCANN, Wory RB 5-9, 170 Houston Forest Brook 
BUTLER, Quincy DB 6-2, 180 San Antonio Roosevelt Lubbock AvalancheJournal Top 100 in Texas @ As a senior, had 1,456 yords rushing on 105 carries @ 
Lonestar.com ranked No. 34 safety nofionally @ Two-time All-District quarterback @ As a senior, had 1 1100 | Runs the 400-meter in 46.7 seconds, ranking fifin nationally. 
yards rushing and 12 touchdowns @ Had 600 yards passing and six touchdowns. 
MCKINNEY, Rodney DL 6-2, 285 Tuscaloosa, AL Mississippi Delta CC 
CHERRY, Randall |B 6-3, 220 Celina Celina NICAA All-Region @ All-State # Considered one of the top defensive linemen in junior college @ Hod five 
Two-time All-State and All-Area @ Helped team to state championship @ Hod 104 tackles, 20 tackles for | sacks as a senior. 
loss, 10 sacks and three fumbles recovered, including one retumed for touchdown. 
PAIGE, Anion WR 6-5, 205 Royal Palm Beach, FL Northwest Mississippi CC 
DORROUGH, Armon WR 6-1, 170 Lancaster Enrolled in January 2001 @ Participated in spring practice @ NJCAA honorable mention All-American # 
Rivals100.com rated No. 15 wide ‘receiver nationally + Hiniy reegeosest 100 in Texas # Helped team fo 11-0 record @ As a sophomore, had 64 receptions for 1,237 yards and 18 touchdowns 
Texas Football Super Team @ As a senior, had 37 receptions for 567 yards and eight fouchdowns # Had Redshirted at Kansas in 1998 @ Had five receptions for 49 yards in 1999 at Kansas. 
48 receptions for 565 yards as a junior @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. 
RANGEL, Josh DB 6-2, 200 West Covina, CA Mt. San Antonio College 
FULLER, Cody WR 6-1, 185 Smithson Valley Smithson Valley Had three interceptions, including one retumed for touchdown, two punts blocked, one fumble recovered 
Had 83 receptions for 1,325 yards as a senior Member of the baseball team. ond two sacks as a sophomore. 
HANSON, Jose DB 5-10, 175 Inglewood, CA El Camino Doar RATLIFF, Josh DL 6-3, 240 Chico, CA Butte (CA) CC 
As. senior, had 30 tackles and three interceptions, including one returned for touchdown Parficipated in spring pradice @ NJCAA All-American @ All-NorCal Conference @ Two-time Conference | 
Defensive Lineman. 
HARMON, Clayton DL «6-5, 270 Stephenville Stephervile | 
Ranked No. 15 defensive lineman nationally by Rivals 100.com Lubbock Avalanche-Journal Fab 44 @ Fort | SAILOR, Ricky DB 5-11, 190 Tampa, FL Butte (CA) CC 
Worth Star-Telegram second-team All-State @ Had 100 tackles as o senior. | NorCal Conference Defensive Player of the Year # As a sophomore, had 40 tackles, two fumbles recovered, 
eight interceptions and 11 passes broken up # Also scored a touchdown. 
HENDERSON, Tourean RB 5-10, 170 Gatesville Gatesville 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal Top 100 in Texas @ All-State # District Most Valuable Player @ Helped team to | | SALDI, John LB 6-4, 205 Southlake Carroll 
state championship @ As a senior, had 2,953 yards rushing and 32 touchdowns on 386 carries. Fort Worth Star-Telegram second-team All-State @ Hod 150 tackles as a senior. 
HODGES, Cody QB 6-1,190 Hereford Hereford THRWEATT, Fred DL 6-3, 315 Midland lee 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal Top 100 in Texas # Two-time District Player of the Year @ Had 2,458 yards Rated No. 32 defensive lineman nationally by LoneStar.com @ Lubbock Avalanche-Journal Top 100 in 
passing and 28 touchdowns as a senior # Threw 62 career touchdown passes. Texas @ All-South Plains @ Helped team to three state championships @ As a senior, had 64 tackles, 11 
sacks, 39 quarterback pressures and six passes broken up. 
HUFFMAN, Antonio CB 5-11, 180 Lovejoy, GA Lovejoy | 
Signed as comerback despite playing receiver in high school @ As a senior, had 26 receptions for 449 | WHITLEY, E. J. OL 6-6, 300 Texas City Texas City 
yards and four touchdowns # Scored five rushing touchdowns @ Had 81 tackles and four interceptions. Excellent pass blocker @ Bench press 320 pounds and squats 550 pounds. 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(7-6, 3-5) = ___- PASSING: -- Sept. 8 New Mexico 
——— ---— Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
24 New Mexico 3 Kingsbury 585 362 3418 61.9 21 17 Sept. 15 at Texas-El Paso 
h Fa Symons 25 % 320 0 O th z 
38 Utah State 16 ___ RUSHING | Sept. 22 at North Texas 
13. North Texas 7 Yands.- AVG 1 | Sept. 29 at Texas 
Williams, R. 127 A?) ees 5 eel aa 
26 Louisiana-Lafayette QO | | Williams, s. 55 223, 41332 | Oct. 6 Kansas 
: Welker 6 72 12.0 42 1 | — = = = 
15 Texas A&M 33 Munlin 13 554.2 Pee Oct. 13 Kansas State 
28 ~—- Baylor 0 NAME Oct. 20 at Nebraska 
3. Nebraska 56 Boker Fe ee ae Oct. 27 at Baylor 
=e 4 Dorris 56 SAME 103 Al 9 = _ 
| Williams, R. 52 228 44 24 2] 
23 Kansas State 28 | wiacenesSs ae 5 SE Nov. 3 Texas A&M 
45 Kansas 39 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 10 — at Oklahoma State 
Tacktes: Flugence 156; Curtis 121; Pitts 119; Washington 11.4. Se 
7 Texas 29 INTERCEPTIONS: Alexander 4; Norman 3; Curtis 2. Nov. 7 Oklahoma : 7 
QB Sacks: Hunt 8; Pitts 5; Lemons 5; Flugence 4; Kocurek 3. | ys 
58 Oklahoma State 0 |_| Tackues For Loss: Pits 16; Curtis 15; Norman 14; Hunt 1. | Irving, TX 
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It wasn't just losing those six games that made last year so 
frustrating. It was the manner in which the Raiders lost. 

Aside from the 56-3 bludgeoning at the hands of Nebraska 
and the first-half collapse against East Carolina in the galleryfurni- 
ture.com Bowl, the Raiders were in every game last season. In 
fact, with just the hint of a running game and a break here or 
there, Tech might have won road games at Texas A&M, Kansas 
State and Oklahoma. 

In those three losses, however, the Raiders managed just 79 
total yards rushing, an average of 26.3 per game. In a particularly 
glaring example of rushing ineptness against eventual national 
champion Oklahoma, Tech moved inside the OU 45 seven differ- 
ent times in the first half alone. But all the Raiders had to show for 
it was a field goal in what turned out to be a 14-point loss. 

Without the threat of a running game, the red zone often 
turned into the dead zone for Tech, especially against the better, 
more physical teams. 

But for a variety of reasons, the Raiders believe they will be 
able to gain ground — literally and in the standings — on some 
of the Big 12’s best this year. First of all, while the schedule still 
includes tough road games at Texas and at Nebraska, the Soon- 
ers, Wildcats and Aggies must all travel to Lubbock this year. 

The Aggies haven't beaten Tech in Lubbock since 1993, while 
the Raiders were the last Big 12 team to beat OU at the close of 
the 1999 season. 

“| believe the Big 12 is the best football conference in Amer- 
ica, so there are no easy games in the league schedule,” Leach 
says. “Every week is a battle, but we certainly want to protect our 
home field.” 

Leach would feel even better about his odds of doing that if 
he could put a relatively healthy lineup on the field against those 
teams and others. That didn’t happen very often in 2000. 

The offensive line was decimated by injuries last year, which 
is a prime reason Tech’s running game was so ineffective and 
Kingsbury spent so much time running for his life. 

Even in the spring, Tech was without three returning starters, 
tackle Rex Richards (shoulder), center Toby Cecil (shoulder) and 
tackle Paul Erickson (ankle) after undergoing surgeries in January. 
But all three are expected back this fall, along with senior tackle 
Jason May, who missed most of 2000 with knee injuries. 

If those linemen can stay healthy, Tech’s running game could 
improve dramatically. 
Especially since 
Williams finally appears 
to be back at full 
speed. 

The last time he was 
truly healthy in 1998, 
Williams finished fourth 
nationally in average 
yards per game (143.8) 
and amassed 1,758 all- 
purpose yards. In fact, 
his rushing numbers in 
his first two seasons at 
Tech were even better 
than that other Ricky Williams did at Texas in his first two years. 

But the knee injury in the first game of the 1999 season 
derailed Williams’ Heisman hopes and eventually led to season- 
ending surgery. Williams returned last year to lead the Raiders in 
rushing, becoming only the seventh back in Tech history to lead 
the team in three seasons. 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


SS Kevin Curtis 


Emerging Star 
DE Aaron Hunt 
Top Newcomer 
WR Anton Paige 


4 


KINGSBURY PASSED FOR MORE YARDS (3,418) LAST YEAR THAN ANY 
QUARTERBACK IN THE HISTORY OF TEXAS TECH FOOTBALL. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


But the numbers (421 yards gained and only 3.3 yards per 
carry) were nowhere close to what Williams expected of himself. 
Of course, Williams wasn't really himself. 

He was often tentative and seemed to be missing the 
tremendous burst of speed that helped him gain 2,476 yards 
on the ground in his first two seasons. But in the spring, the 
old Williams returned to top form, turning the heads of team- 
mates and giving Tech's offense hopes of turning things around 
on the ground. 

“This past spring was really the first time I’ve seen him 
look like the old Ricky Williams,” Kingsbury said. “We're real 
excited, and I know he is. It’s awesome to have him back at 
full strength. People see how good of a player he is, but peo- 
ple don’t see what type of leader he is. That’s probably the 
biggest thing he brings to this team, his leadership and his 
passion for the game. Having him back will really make a huge 
difference.” 

A “huge difference” is also what Paige could bring to the 
passing attack. Tech loses some dependable, possession 
receivers in Tim Baker and Derek Dorris, but the Red Raiders are 
gaining a game-breaker in Paige, who caught 64 passes for 1,237 
yards last year at Northwest Mississippi Community College. 

“I'm glad he’s on our team,” Curtis says of Paige. “He really 
impressed us all this spring. He’s 6-5 with good speed, good hands 
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M Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
13 Peler Abigg Rok 510 159 Ablene 
Til east feo MOIR Gotu 
2B Ryan Aycock So 60 187 Lubbock 
34) Bic Bore WR k 62 192 Weenkhe 
11 Mores Boyd DB So 60 185. Lubbok 
% WihBeme «KP. So. «6205 ‘High Po, NC 
& lonalBousod WR So 59 168 Hon 
53 Rasty Bucy Book 61 26 Kay 
eee: lc a Un ke 
& Tohy Ceol OT $0 64 262 ‘Richaron 
94 Imnard Chien Bk 62.217) Amaro 
7 Cooper @ S511 194 Howkn 
ai KenGre. = SS) 209 bio 
12 Cody Davis DB So S11 175 Aton 
& euhDeon O fF 65 281 Bod . 
91 Adel Ducket DE of 64 230 Miner Wels 
77 Poul Edson OT & 65 284 Atiegon 
92 sey Exielo DoF 64 254 Howton 
96 NibonFolb ==sTE.= SoG 217 Howe 
VGtoatacdi, ln Draak 16202 Ghee 
Sil lsieena ogacel a LAV a #01). 2010 Kies 
82 Cars Froncs WR So 59 188 FotWoth 
57 Dylan Gandy OL Fr «4260 Phugerville 
78 Chis Gomer OL So 63 210 Gomede 
“8B Nehemich Gover = WR «=«SB(165‘LaMorque 
18 GintonGreohowe KP «S11 201 Roswell. NM 
95 Trey Haverty WR fr 60 188. Richarkon 
47 ‘robonHovkns «= BSS (22k. Wich 
56 Mot Heide OG S 65 305 Rosell, NIM 
7 viyted = Of k 60 251 SmANo 
Tseieoaliedy nn Wie" nn .6aueea aibeeen 
2 Bl. Johnson B® 60 174 Dnumde 
8 Cd.Johon DB & 510. 190 SonAnenio 
87 Darrel Jones WR S63. 195 Uibtok 
4&5. Casey Keck OG So 83 27 SonAmonio 
16 Kill Kingsbury CB ok «A200 NewBrounkels 
Dorel Lper Onn 670i edre 


. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 

75. Joson May OG k 64 25 Odeso 

6 Poul McClendon SS & 510 178 Sembrd 

8 lenoNeLoy DE ok 65) 219 aime 

25 Gok NGons SDE” So” 61 2500 Won 
80 Clay McGuire GB of 63 210 Gone 

68 Jeremy Milom DT So 62 260 Wolforh 

58 Robert Monroe SN 510 234 Conus Christ 
48 Foy Manin % So 60 218 Dols 

4 kee Norman iB So 61 226 Midond 

97 Josh Poge Oh k 62: 277 Woakads 
86 Mickey Peers R So 63.194 Wedherord 

$0 tiewRakey | NOGE-Son 1Ga0 SU) subterSemge 
2B Rochon Rasbeny —& 63 25 PoranoCiy, FL 
10. usin Reed & 60 210 Meco 

72 Rextichords Ot k 64 29 Nidond 

B4 Cole Rober ES 66 25 Sckmer 
Fin ta tedene OL fF 65 280 Howkn 

45 Roncld Ross BOSSI 193 Clee 

26 Dupree Scovll R 511 180 Dols 

24 King Scovel R & 51) 184 Dols 

89 lobo Seles Dep ine wea 255 can 
“Thy Shon Bk Si ai) Some 

54 Mike Sih Bf 62 (195 bok 
abhi Sace CB S62 24 Houkn 

3. Anthony Terell Gils) Fil iz teen 
ih Weep Yona BS 60 210 bn 
73 Harold Woon B S 59 180 Ann 

“27 Wes Welker RB So. 59 185 Otbhoma Ciy, OK 
30 Jason Wesky 1B So 511 201 Howson 
63. Willoms OF & 68 27 Sdbw Songs 
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17 Jon Wien Fe 62185 Gronodath, CA 
el ee 
99 Robert Wyatt OT okt = 61 1 Derwomville 
Roster ond deh chart subject fo change 


2001 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Kliff Kingsbury, Jr*/B.J. Symons, So 
RB Ricky Williams, Sr*/Foy Munlin, So 
“IR Wes Welker, So*/King Scovell, Sr 
SE Darrell Jones, | Sr*/Carlos Francis, car 
FL Anton Paige, Jr/Nehemiah Glover, Fr 
TE Mickey Peters, So/Cole Roberts, Sr 
LT Casey Keck, So*/| Daniel Loper, Fr 
LG Matt Heider, Sr*/Cody Campbell, Fr 
C Toby Cecil, So*/Dylan Gandy, Fr 
RG Lance Williams, Sr/Rex Richards, Jr* 
RT Paul Erickson, Jr/Jason May, Jr 
K Clinton Greathouse, Jr*/Wich Brenner, So 


Caeser ieee: 


aron Hunt, Jr*/Rashon Rasberry, Sr 

(T Lamont Anderson, So/ Jeremy Milam, So 

RT Robert Wyatt, Jr*/Josh Page, Jr 

DE Josh Ratliff, Jr/Adell Duckett, Fr 
OLB Rusty Bucy, Jr/Preston Hartfield 
MLB Lawrence Flugence, Jr*/Toby ‘Shain, So 
Ob Jonathan Hawkins, Sr/Jason Wesley, So 
cB CJ. Johnson, Sr/Damien Chandler, Fr 
cB Eric Cooper, So/Peter Abrigg, Jr 
‘SS Kevin Curtis, Sr*/Ryan Aycock, So” 
FS Paul McClendon, Sr/BJ. Johnson, So 

P Clinton Greathouse, Jr* on os 


SPRING UPDATE 


fter being force-fed a steady 

diet of jarring hits last year, 

Texas Tech quarterback Kliff 
Kingsbury turned to jars of peanut but- 
ter and jelly during the offseason. 
Kingsbury, who was sacked nearly 30 
times in 2000, hopes his offensive line 
can provide much better protection this 
year. 

Regardless, the junior signal caller 
is doing his best to prepare for the 
ruggedness of Big 12 play by beefing 
up his body weight. His diet regularly 
includes a peanut butter and jelly sand- 
wich between meals, meaning that 
he often ate three or four meals and 
three sandwiches per day during the 
offseason. 

Kingsbury, whose weight dipped to 
188 at the end of last season, was back 
over 200 pounds in the spring and 
hopes to play at 220 pounds this fall. 

“I can use all the good weight I can 
get,” Kingsbury said. “One of these 
days in the future, | may not have any 
trouble putting on the pounds, but right 
now, it has been hard to keep the 
weight on.” 

¢ Junior Zeno McCoy entered the 
spring as a potential starter at defensive 
end. But based on the impressive play 
of junior college transfer Josh Ratliff, 
McCoy was first demoted and then was 
dejected enough to leave the team. 
McCoy had 19 tackles last year as a 
reserve, but upon leaving the team he 
said football was no longer fun for him. 

¢ Since the creation of the Big 12 
in 1996, Texas Tech is the only team 
in the South Division that has won 
enough games to at least qualify for 
bowl consideration in every season. 

But the Raiders also have been one 
of the most inconsistent teams in the 
conference — a source of frustration 
for players and fans. 

“The first two years I was here, we 
lost games we shouldn't have,” senior 
safety Kevin Curtis said. “Last year we 
beat the teams we supposed to, but we 
didn’t beat any of the better teams. This 
year we have to do it and put it all 
together. This up and down stuff won't 
cut it.” 
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Last Chance for Title, NFL Can Wait 


fter recording a phenomenal 274 
tackles during his sophomore 
and junior seasons, Texas Tech 
strong safety Kevin Curtis considered 
regoing his senior season for the NFL. 
But each time he weighed the pros 
and cons of the move, leaving early 
always lost out to leaving a legacy. 
“Everything worked out where it 
was a great situation for me to come 
back,” said Curtis, one of the nation’s 
top-tackling defensive backs. 
“Coming back gave me a chance 
to get my degree and win a Big 12 
championship. That's something this 
school has never experienced. | can 
play pro football later, but this is the 
last chance I'll ever have to do some- 
thing truly memorable at Texas Tech.” 
Curtis, who also finished eighth on the 
team last year in scoring with one touch- 
down and a safety, is the only returning 
starter in the Raiders’ secondary. But he is 
also the one player Tech’s defense proba- 
bly most needed to return. 
As Curtis’ close friend, quarterback 
Kliff Kingsbury points out, Curtis is 


and a great knack for making big plays.” 

Curtis calls Paige the Red Raiders’ ver- 
sion of Randy Moss. Paige, however, says 
he just wants to be the next Robert Fergu- 
son, the junior college transfer who led 
the Big 12 in receiving during his first year 
at Texas A&M. 

“Yeah, | think | am capable of doing 
some of the same things as Ferguson,” 
Paige said. “I'd love to lead the Big 12 in 
receiving yards, receptions, touchdowns. 
I'd like to put my name out there this year 
just like he did last year.” 

In this offense, Paige will certainly 
receive plenty of chances to set the Big 
12 afire. And he’s not the only promising 
target at Kingsbury’s disposal. Tight end 
Cole Roberts and wideout Darrell Jones 
are solid. And in addition to Paige, Tech 
has a trio of potential difference makers 
in sophomores Carlos Francis and Wes 
Welker and junior Shaud Williams, who is 
listed as a running back, but is an espe- 
cially dangerous receiving target. 

The big question for Tech is on the 
defensive side. The Raiders led the nation 
last year with three shutouts and held four 


much more than a tackling machine or 
big-play specialist. 

“He’s not the rah-rah type guy, but 
he’s a great player and a tremendous 
leader by his example,” Kingsbury 
said. “He’s a guy that can be a coach 
on the field and make everyone around 
him better. It really helps me just get- 
ting to go against him in practice 
because he’s all over the place. 

“If you complete a pass against 
him, you’ve done something special. 
Besides all of that, he’s an even better 
person than he is a player. That's say- 
ing quite a bit.” 

Indeed, the polite and well-spoken 
Curtis is easy to like. Except, of 
course, if you happen to be an 
opposing ball carrier. 

In that case, Curtis is a relentless 
headhunter, who has a remarkable 
knack for always being around the foot- 
ball. And Curtis truly believes the best is 
yet to come ... for himself and the team. 

“| believe it can be a very special 
season,” he said. “That’s why it was a 
pretty easy decision to come back.” 4 


opponents without an offensive touchdown. 

But seven starters from that solid unit are 

gone, leaving defensive coordinator Greg 

McMackin with some significant holes to fill. 
But things may not be as bleak as 


| ’M GLAD HE’S 
! ON OUR TEAM,” 
CURTIS SAYS OF 


PAIGE. “HE REALLY 


IMPRESSED US ALL THIS 
SPRING. HE’S 6-5 WITH GOOD 
SPEED, GOOD HANDS AND 

A GREAT KNACK FOR MAK- 
ING BIG PLAYS.” 


they may seem upon first glance. Among 
those who return to the starting lineup are 
some of the best in the Big 12. 

Flugence at middle linebacker and 
Curtis at strong safety, for example, are 
tremendous tacklers and consistent play- 


KEVIN CURTIS IS THE ONLY RETURNING 
STARTER IN THE RAIDERS’ SECONDARY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


makers. And junior defensive end Aaron 
Hunt is an all-conference candidate after 
recording eight sacks last season. 

While the rest of the lineup will fea- 
ture some new faces, it’s not like young- 
sters are being thrown to the wolves. 
Two seniors, Paul McClendon and Charles 
Johnson, are expected to fill voids in the 
secondary, while sixth-year senior 
Jonathan Hawkins is likely to start at one 
outside linebacker spot. Hawkins, who 
played in only two games in 2000 
because of a broken ankle, was granted 
an extra year by the NCAA. 

A pair of junior college transfers, Josh 
Ratliff at defensive end and Ricky Sailor at 
cornerback, should also provide a signifi- 
cant lift to the defense. 

“Just losing seven starters may cause 
some people to doubt us defensively,” 
Curtis says. “But we're going to be fine. 
We just may surprise some people 
(regarding) how good we are.” 

That applies to Tech’s opponents ... 
and the Red Raiders’ fans who are looking 
past the fall to basketball. 

— Rusty Burson 
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PIGKING THE 
IA LUT SS 


Upstart Rebels Charge at Stalwart Rams 


ference generated a weekly mutual 

back slapping among coaches, flush 
with success against teams from the Bowl 
Championship Series conferences. 

Year Two saw the fledgling league 
plunge back to earth with a 2-18 regular-sea- 
son collective effort against the big confer- 
ence representatives. If that wasn’t 
depressing enough, barely a vestige of the 
old-style wide-open WAC offenses were to 
be found, as the league became mired in 
a succession of defensive struggles. 

For Year Three, offense might just make 
a comeback. It will have to if the MWC is 
ever going to make a statement to those 
conferences awash in bowl revenue. 

Utah, BYU and Colorado State showed 
some offensive retooling in the spring in 
search of a more diversified attack. 

Air Force, which only discovered the for- 
ward pass a year ago, might put it up even 
more, as long as 6-5 All-American candidate 
Ryan Fleming is there to make the catch. New 
Mexico and San Diego State return most of 
their offensive personnel. 

Only one MWC team comes in with the 
most coveted of commodities -- a proven 
franchise quarterback in junior southpaw Jason 
Thomas. 

The USC transfer and Rebels coach 
John Robinson (who originally recruited 
Thomas to USC) have thrust a woebegone 
program into a Top 25 contender. Thomas 
was injured for much of the second half of 
last season, yet, he willed the Rebels to 
a third-place finish and Las Vegas Bowl 
win over Arkansas. 

Still, there’s just one program in the 


MWC PICKS 
1. Colorado State 


Ve One of the Mountain West Con- 


league that has risen to the level where 
regardless of personnel, the players just know 
how to win. That’s Colorado State, coming off 
a No. 14 finish and 10-2 season. Sonny 
Lubick sometimes bemoaned how his Rams 
fell seven points shy of a perfect season ... 
but then, they also were just 13 points from 
being a six-loss team. 

With Lubick’s teams almost always showing 
up entertaining for games, CSU has replaced 
BYU as ESPN's prime time midweek darling with 
four non-Saturday made-for-TV dates. 

So who is it going to be — UNLV with 
several of the league's top pure athletes, 
CSU with its proven winning formula, or 
a veteran BYU club entering the new Gary 
Crowton Era following the retirement of the 
legendary LaVell Edwards? 

Dark horses are lurking at Air Force, New 
Mexico and San Diego State. Utah can’t be 
discounted on one bad season, either. Only 
Wyoming appears to be at a distinct disad- 
vantage to the others. 

“Obviously, CSU appears to be on 
a roll,” said Utah coach Ron McBride, 
relieved to hand the favorite’s role to 
someone else in the wake of the Utes’ dis- 
appointing 4-7 showing after being picked 
for first place. For his part, Lubick is squea- 
mish over losing two-year starting quarter- 
back Matt Newton, as well as failing to 
meet expectations when the Rams were 
picked to win the league title in 1998. 

“I'd say we should be picked after UNLV, 
BYU and San Diego State,” he said. “We'll be 
OK, but there's a lot to be said for having 
good old Matt Newton.” Robinson, accus- 
tomed to the underdog role for his first two 
seasons, is growing more comfortable with the 
Rebels’ new label. 

“I've found predicting this conference is 


Rams have won league title in five of past seven years. 


2, UNLV 


From winless to bowl winner in two years ... league champs next? 


3. BYU 


Entire offensive line returns as Gary Crowton Era begins. 


4. San Diego State 


Time for Aztecs to play as well as they look on paper. 


5. New Mexico — 
6. Utah 


Lobos look like they could be ready for a breakthrough. 


Was last year an aberration for the Utes? Or (shudder) not? _ 


7. Air Force 


Falcons try to make inroads, but have new starting QB. 


8. Wyoming 
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Will improve from nightmarish 2000, but not enough to contend. 


confusing,” Robinson said. “A lot of the 
strength in this league has been at positions 
other than quarterback or tailback. San Diego 
State will make a major step up because just 
about the entire team is back. 

“There were so many close games last year 
it’s pretty difficult to pick someone way ahead of 
someone else. | wouldn't say we're weaker than 
anyone else, I certainly don’t think we have a leg 
up. We do have a good quarterback.” 

Make that a great one. Lubick gushed 
about Thomas as the most special player he 
had ever seen, and even Robinson admits, 
“If he hadn't broken his foot and had to limp 
through the second half of the year, who 
knows what he could have done.” 

There’s no doubting what Thomas can 
accomplish this season if he stays healthy, 
given his debut without prior college 
experience. But no one doubts Lubick’s 
ability to crank out another conference 
championship. 


—Natalie Meisler 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Jason Thomas, QB, UNLV 

Here's the Michael Vick of the West... three 
inches taller. He’s every bit the athlete to fit the 
hype and with just one good leg was able to place 
the Rebels on a winning course. He’s capable of 
rushing 100 yards and passing for 300 on any 
given day. 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Ryan Fleming, WR, Air Force 

MWC receiving leader (84.5 ypg) added a 
new dimension to the old Air Force ground game 
last year. A superb pass catcher can work himself 
free of inevitable double coverages ... or, at 6-5, 
he'll catch it over the crowd. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Kevin Thomas, CB, UNLV 

Terrific cover corner who has a knack for the 
big play (seven career interceptions). He broke up 
14 passes last season. 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 


Henti Childs, RB, CSU 

When Kansas couldn't decide whether to 
play him at TB, FB or WR, the son of former NFL 
veteran Henry Childs transferred to Colorado 
State. He'll share time with Cecil Sapp. 
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| TOP TEN TALENT 


1. Jason Thomas J. =6 QB-SsSCUUNLV 
2. Kevin Thomas Sr DB UNLV 


The League's Franchise. 


3. Justin Ena Sr) WB 
4, Anton Palepoi Sr. DL 
5. Larry Ned Sr. RB 
6. Cecil Sapp Jr. RB 
7. Ryan Denney Sta UE 
8. Brian Johnson Sr. DE 
9, Luke Staley . RB 


10. Ryan Fleming . WR 


August 30 
Arizona at San Diego State 


September | 
Oklahoma at Air Force 


Colorado State vs. Colorado 


September 7 
Northwestern at UNLV 


September 8 
BYU at California 


September 14 
Colorado State at UNLV 


September 29 
BYU at UNLV 


October 4 
Colorado State at Louisville 


October 13 
Fresno State at Colorado State 


November | 
Colorado State at BYU 
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San Diego St. 


Colorado St. 


New Mexico 


Two-time first-team all 
conference. 


Lineman’s body with 
linebacker's quickness. 


JC transfer last year throws 
NFL body into the mix. 


If he can stay healthy, he’s 
the best RB in the league. 


Liberty Bowl MVP with 
160 yards. 


Had 14 tackles behind the 
line last season. 


Ex tight end is MWC 
sack leader. 


Good speed and hands out 
of the backfield. 


Catches above the crowd. 


Aztecs are overdue vs. the Pac-10. 


Facing national champs offers 
chance for big splash. 

CSU goes for three in a row in 
Denver. 


Big Ten favorite visits Vegas 
for Friday night game. 


First real test of the Gary 
Crowton era. 


Winner takes the early inside track 
in MWC race. 


Rebels play their key MWC 
games early. 


Regular-season rematch of 
Liberty Bowl. 


A big chance for WAC, one 
MWC needn't lose. 


This game could have serious 
title implications again. 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Jason Thomas ; - 230 ~=UNLV 

RB Cecil Sapp ; - 216 CSU 

RB Adam Tate 230 ~——-Utah 

WR Ryan Fleming 220 AFA 

WR J.R. Tolver 205 — San Diego St. 
TE Jose Ochoa 255 CSU 

OL Doug Kaufusi 308 Utah 

OL David Moreno 290 San Diego St. 
OL Ben Miller 270 = AFA 

OL Jason Scukanec 282 BYU 

OL Ben Archibald 303. BYU 

AP Pete Rebstock 190 CSU 

K Vladimir Borombozin Sr. 175 New Mexico 


DEFENSE - First Team 


275 ~=—- BYU 
275 ~—* UNLV 
280 New Mexico 
280 San Diego State 
261. ~=BYU 
215 — San Diego State 
218 Wyoming 
215 San Diego State 
0 195 CSU 
219 CSU 
1 180 UNLV 
1 192. BYU 
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DL Ryan Denney 

DL Anton Palepoi 

DL Brian Johnson 

DL Jerome Haywood 

LB Justin Ena 

LB Jomar Butler 

LB Leo Caires 

DB Will Demps 

DB Justin Gallimore 

DB Aaron Sprague 

DB Kevin Thomas 
P Aaron Edmonds 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Lon Sheriff 215 San Diego State 

RB Luke Staley 218 BYU 

RB Larry Ned 215 San Diego State 

WR Cliff Russell 180 Utah 

WR Ryan McGuffey 196 Wyoming 

TE Gray McNeill 260 San Diego State 

OL Adam Goldberg 315 Wyoming 

OL Dustin Rykert 301. BYU 

OL Broderick Lancaster 315 CSU 

OL Mike Houghton 315 San Diego State 

OL Tony Terrell 310 UNLV 

AP Derrick Lewis 185 San Diego State 
K Dillon Pieffer 175 ~— UNLV 


DEFENSE ~- Second Team 


DL Jason Kaufusi Psa! 250 Utah 

DL Brett Keisel 269 BYU 

DL Justin Pendry 285 = AFA 

DL Garrett Smith 276 ~—_- Utah 

LB Paul Walkenhorst 248 BYU 

LB David Vickers 211 ‘CSU 

LB Ryan Claridge 240 UNLV 

DB Stephen Persley 175 New Mexico 
DB Arnold Parker 209 ~—— Utah 

DB Sam Brandon 195 UNLV 

DB Brandon Ratcliff ) 200 New Mexico 

P Brian Simnjanovski Jr. 230 San Diego State 
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DeBerry stands up before a Denver 
area luncheon of Air Force, Colorado 
State and Wyoming fans and promises to 
throw the ball more than once. 
The punch line invariably is DeBerry 
refusing to say which game so fans will 


| oe August, Air Force coach Fisher 


keep coming back to fill the seats. The 
joke always draws a good laugh while 
Colorado State coach Sonny Lubick and 
the Wyoming coach du jour just groan 
and mutter under their breath. 

Those local luncheon audiences eat up 
DeBerry's Southern fried charm. The rest 
of the Mountain West Conference coaches 
dread the annual week of re-tooling the 
scout team to prepare for the latest model 
of the option and three hours of mayhem 
AFA creates with players largely un- 
recruited by other Division I-A teams. 

Last season, promises of throwing the 
ball weren't the usual banter. The Falcons 
actually took flight. Sure AFA, with a 
largely no-name company of backs, fin- 
ished with a 295-yard rushing average, 
good for third nationally. But quarterback 
Mike Thiessen, better known as the 
MWC's top slugger in baseball, threw for 
1,687 yards and 13 touchdowns. 


2000: 9-3 overall, 5-2 Mountain West (2nd) 

COACH: Fisher DeBerry At AFA and Overall: 
135-72-1, 17 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 7; 3 offense, 
4 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Ryan Flem- 
ing, OL Ben Miller, DT Justin Pendry, S Jeff 
Overstreet 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Long estab- 
lished system using discipline and intelli- 
gence. Passing game and offense should 
continue to prosper. Best defensive line 


AIR FORCE 


FALCON 


Thiessen, the league co-offensive 
MVP, ranked ninth nationally in pass effi- 
ciency, and AFA ranked ninth nationally in 
total offense at 451.9 yards a game. 

So what will DeBerry do for an encore 
now that forward pass has lost its element 
of surprise? 


Passing Promises May Be More Than Luncheon Talk 


“We'd love to continue to throw the 
ball even more,” said DeBerry. 

AFA might just do that. Thiessen 
graduated (they graduate at AFA, as 
opposed to running out of eligibility) and 
heir apparent Keith Boyea might have a 
stronger arm. 

Wide receiver Ryan Fleming, at 6-5, 
220-pounds, came out of nowhere (eight 
catches, 169 yards in 1999), He caught 52 
passes for 930 yards and five TDs, becom- 
ing the first Falcons wide receiver to earn 
all-conference honors in a league where 
the San Diego State, Wyoming and Utah 
receivers typically dominate. 

Fleming is also one of those rare AFA 
medical redshirts, withdrawing from the 
academy during his sophomore season 
when he broke his leg. 

“We return all our wide receivers and 
Fleming can anticipate another outstand- 
ing year,” DeBerry said. “There aren't 
many receivers like him who are 6-5 and 


FALCONS 


AFA has seen in a while. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Season opens 
with Oklahoma. The defense might be a 
year away. Few returning starters. 

OWERWIEW: DeBerry becomes dean of 
MWC coaches with LaVell Edwards’ 
retirement. If QB Keith Boyea is able 
to quickly fill the mold of the standard 
AFA leader, the Falcons could contend 
for the title, but realistically this is 
a rebuilding year. 


we need to get the ball to him. He can't 
do some things after he catches it that 
others can, but he’s one of the premier 
receivers in the country.” 

DeBerry often needs translation in the 
Rockies from his native South Carolina 
drawl. His description of Fleming requires 


no translation — Fleming isn't going to 
out-run many opposing secondaries. But 
he will out-reach them. 

He'll get a chance to prove his All- 
American credentials early when the Fal- 
cons draw defending national champion 
Oklahoma for a Sept. 1 opener in Col- 
orado Springs. 

There's no early margin for error 
this time. 

“We're exited to have the opportunity 
to play the defending national champs,” 
DeBerry said. “We don’t match up well on 
paper, but we'll still play the game. The 
kids are excited. Our focus and prepara- 
tion is much better this spring.” 

DeBerry would improve his own focus 
on the golf course if only he had a better 
inkling about his defense. If the passing 
game success was uncharacteristic for the 
Falcons, so were the vulnerabilities on the 
defensive side, finishing next-to-last in 
MWC total defense. 

The front, anchored by 6-6, 285- 
pound senior Justin Pendry, is solid, but 
the linebacking corps doesn’t have much 
experience. The best player in the sec- 
ondary, safety Jeff Overstreet, is only a 
sophomore. “He has a chance to become 
our best defensive back since (1992 All- 
American) Carlton McDonald.” 

If the opener with the Sooners does- 
n’t work out in AFA’s favor, the Falcons 
can always look forward to ending the 
season in Honolulu, unless, of course, 
the fourth bowl bid in five years comes 
later in December. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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BYU 


ometimes, the best job opportunities 
represent the worst possible situations. 


Brigham Young, with a “Help 
Wanted” sign out since August, offered an 
established program and nationwide pres- 
tige, a national recruiting base, a decent 
stockpile of talent and never a hint of 


trouble with the NCAA. 

It also meant trying to follow one of 
the legends of the game, coaching in a 
stadium named for his predecessor not far 
from Interstate-5 billboards proclaiming 
“Thanks Coach” bearing LaVell Edwards 
picture. And while by no means in disre- 
pair, the program had been usurped in the 
new Mountain West by Colorado State and 
four seasons had elapsed since 1996's 
No. 5 ranking and the raging BCS debate. 

Some coaches, like Dennis Fran- 
chione, would prefer total fixer-uppers. 
Not Gary Crowton. Growing up nearby in 
Orem, Utah, he dreamed of coaching at 
the “Y.” After starting as a student assis- 
tant under Edwards in 1982, Crowton’s 
resume took a meandering route of brief 
stops including his only prior head coach- 
ing experience at Louisiana Tech (1996- 
98). The last two years were spent in the 
NFL as Chicago's offensive coordinator. 

Crowton has measured every move to 
show nothing but respect for Edwards. He 
knows a million more “How does it feel to 
replace a legend?” questions await before 
the first kickoff. 

“I don’t look at myself in the same sit- 
uation as LaVell,” said Crowton. “He 
accomplished everything over a long 
period, 39 years (including 10 as an assis- 
tant), one year at a time. If take it one at 
a time, | hope things will come together.” 

He has the follow-up routine down 
pat after taking the baton from Edwards at 
numerous speaking engagements. He 
knows expectations are high and compar- 
isons are inevitable. 

If Edwards was considered the archi- 
tect of the modern college passing game 
during BYU's glory run in the 70s and 80s, 


then Crowton’s the man to bring the 
Cougars into the next century passing 
attack. His system at Louisiana Tech 
attracted hordes of top name programs 
every spring looking for some clinic tips 
when the offense ranked third nationally 
in passing and total offense. 


The More Things Change ... BYU Still Wide Open 


Opponents won't face the all-too- 
familiar BYU offense. They will find a heav- 
ily cloaked work in progress. 

“We're still working on it. We did so 
many good things in spring, but it’s a 
good thing we have 30 more practices 
before we start,” Crowton said. “Now we 
have to really tweak it.” 

There will be a little of everything — no 
backs, one back, three tight ends, triplets. 
The tenet is to go wide, not long. 

Besides the Edwards legacy, Crowton 
inherited the entire starting line led by cen- 
ter Jason Scukanec, some experience at 
quarterback and a sound running game in 
Paul McDonald and league Freshman of the 
Year Luke Staley, if Staley can stay healthy. 

Defense, however, dominated the 
spring game and will be led by All-Ameri- 
can candidate Justin Ena, heir to the Rob 
Morris legacy. Ena’s replacement is already 
being groomed in Paul Walkenhorst, rushed 
into duty last year as a true freshman. 


2000: 6-6 overall; 4-3 Mountain West (T-3rd) 
| COACH: Gary Crowton — At BYU: First 
year; Overall: 21-13, 3 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14, 7 offense, 
6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH:0B Brandon 
Doman, OL Ben Archibald, OL Jason 
Scukanec, RB Luke Staley, DE Ryan Den- 
ney, LB Justin Ena, DB Jernaro Gifford, 

P Aaron Edmonds 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Veteran offen- 

sive line, running backs and linebackers. 


The quarterback situation, as ever in 
Provo, is interesting. Brandon Doman, the 
third QB to start for the Cougars last sea- 
son, engineered the game-winning drive 
in the finale at Utah to send Edwards out 
a winner in storybook fashion. 

That's fine for Cougars sentimentalists, 


but Crowton threw the position open in 
the spring. Bret Engemann was slow to 
return from last year’s shoulder surgery 
and Charlie Peterson, who also started last 
year, broke his collar bone. That left 
Doman and freshman Todd Mortensen 
dueling it out with Doman far ahead. 

Crowton retained most of Edwards’ 
staff to ease the transition, but one key 
addition was strength coach Jay Omer, 
another Provo area native. 

Workouts were unlike any seen at 
BYU. One member of the department said, 
“| never saw so many guys throw up.” 
Crowton added a little more tact, saying, 
“A few guys might have lost their lunch.” 

As soon as Crowton is able to mesh 
his new system with the returning talent 
base, more than a few coaches around 
the league will be just as queasy. 

— Natalie Meisler 


DEs and LBs among league's best. Gif- 
ford’s return will do wonders for the sec- 
ondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Cougars lost 
speedy receivers Jonathan Pittman and 
Margin Hooks. Offense must adjust to 
a new system. 

OWERWIEW: BYU over-scheduled last year 
with Florida State, too many Thursday 
night games and three East Coast trips. 
This schedule is more reasonable. 
Edwards left ample talent. 
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onny Lubick needs no introduction in 
S: state of Colorado. 

On Opening Day for the Colorado 
Rockies, his new receivers coach (and old- 
est son) Matt Lubick was amazed by all 
the well-wishers and autograph-seekers 
who swarmed the Colorado State coach. 


It's common in CSU circles but this was, 
well, Opening Day in Denver. 

A few weeks later when a local TV 
personality introduced him at a Rams 
booster function and made mention of the 
No. 14 final 2000 ranking, Lubick dead- 
panned, “I hope you all don’t expect the 
same thing next year.” 

Maybe not the No. 14 ranking, but 
the fans certainly expect another Top 25 
appearance. The players, if not the oppos- 
ing Mountain West Conference coaches, 
have come to expect another champi- 
onship title drive. Above all else, every- 
one associated with the program looks for 
a third straight opening win over bitter 
rival Colorado. Beating the Big 12 neigh- 
bor was a once a pipe dream for the 


@000: 10-2 overall; 6-1 Mountain West (1st) 

GOAGH: Sonny Lubick — At CSU: 67-29, 
8 years; Overall: 88-48, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 6 Offense, 
6 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATENM: RB Cecil Sapp, RB 
Henri Childs, WR/RS Pete Rebstock, TE Joe 
Ochoa, H-back Joel Dreessen, WR/RS Dallas 
Davis, CB Jason Gallimore, S Aaron Sprague 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: Rams don't always 
have the league's most talent, but the fin- 
ished product is greater than the sum of the 
parts. Rams are loaded at receiver. Defensive 
secondary could be the best in years 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Quarterback 
wasnt settled by the end of spring and a 
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COLORADO STATE 


Rams. Now Lubick has turned the state’s 
balance of power upside down. 

Ever since the 1994 first Western Ath- 
letic Conference title and a 10-2 record, 
CSU ranks 11th nationally in wins (64). 

There are several beneath-the-surface 
elements to CSU's success story. Lubick 


has seen very little turnover on his staff. 
When defensive backs coach Ron Lee 
(defensive coordinator at San Jose State) 
and offensive coordinator Steve Fairchild 
(Buffalo Bills running backs coach) moved 
on in February, it marked the first changes 
in two years, 

Almost every season Lubick counts on 
winning at least two games through some 
facet of special teams play. Last season 
Rhett Nelson blocked a field goal and an 
extra point that represented the winning 
margins in the New Mexico and UNLV 
games. Pro scouts credit the emphasis on 
special teams to the influx of Rams on NFL 
rosters, 

Finally, Lubick gets his seniors to pro- 
duce their best seasons, Meanwhile the 
depth has developed to the point that it’s 
rare for anyone to start before a third-year 


two-OB system looms with all its pitfalls. Rams 
must guard against complacency. RB depth 
could be a factor if the Rams encounter 
injuries. Liberty Bowl MVP runner Cecil Sapp 
broke his leg in the spring. Three early oppo- 
nents — Colorado, UNLV, and Louisville — 
cary big grudges from a year ago 
OWERYIEW: Rams have an established pro- 


gram in place and newcomer Bradlee Van | 


Pelt, if he gets time at quarterback, can 
bring the added dimension of a running 
threat. Defense is sound as usual and the 
offense potentially more explosive, if the 
Rams can get by the first few weeks until 
either young quarterback matures. 


sophomore campaign, if then. 

Which isn’t to say there’s nothing new 
in store for 2001. CSU’s two-year 13-3 
MWC mark coincided with the Matt 
Newton run as the only quarterback in the 
league to start every game for two sea- 
sons. The Rams came out of spring ball 


undecided on a successor, either pro- 
jected heir apparent D. J. Busch, forced 
into the backup role last year as a true 
freshman, or Michigan State transfer 
Bradlee Van Pelt. The latter gives CSU the 
only offensive dimension lacking in recent 
years — a running quarterback. 

He's capable of throwing in an option 
element to add some surprise. 

“From my standpoint, | felt very good 
about both quarterbacks. If they improve as 
much in the fall as much in spring ball, | think 
we'll be more than adequate,” Lubick said. 

Busch went into the spring with an 
edge based on his knowledge of the sys- 
tem. The 6-3, 218-pound southpaw antic- 
ipating a redshirt year, was rushed into 
a readiness role when the former backup 
was kicked off the team. Newton could 
have played every down, but the rare 
blowouts were welcomed to give Busch 
a chance to experience live fire. 

Van Pelt, an intense competitor who 
left the Big Ten for a chance to play quar- 
terback, showed a fast learning curve in the 
spring, closing the gap in the spring game. 

There’s no lack of targets because 
almost all of the receiving corps returns, 
in addition to 1999 standout Dallas Davis, 
who sat out with a medical hardship. 

One more explanation for CSU ‘s suc- 
cess has been the rotation of fresh players at 
secondary, defensive line and running back. 
Quarterback could join those positions. 

Simply adequate, has never been 
enough for Lubick. 

There's no reason to believe anything 
will change this fall. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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SOUTES 


he whole world is coming to Utah's 
T Rice-Eccles Stadium in a few 
months. Long before those Winter 
Olympians arrive, 12th year Utah coach 
Ron McBride hopes his vintage Utes make 
a re-appearance. 
Narrowly picked to win the Mountain 


West Conference a year ago, based on a 
star-studded secondary, the league’s fastest 
receiver/return man and two experienced 
starters at quarterback, it never quite came 
together in a 4-7 finish and a mediocre 
three-way deadlock for fifth place. 

Unlike Wyoming which had underly- 
ing reasons for its last-place debacle, Utah 
just went through one of those nightmar- 
ish campaigns without a call or a bounce 
in the Utes’ favor. The Utes were in every 
game and exactly a touchdown short in 
four of the five league losses. 

The revamped staff made good use of 
the bowl void by coming up with a banner 
recruiting class, weighted with junior col- 
lege transfers. Three assistants, including 
offensive coordinator Tommy Lee, were 
gone before recruiting began. A fourth, 
Fred Graves left in February for the Buffalo 
Bills. Linebackers coach Fred Whittingham 
was fired outright, creating a dicey situa- 
tion for his son, Kyle, the defensive coordi- 
nator. Lee could have stayed, but was 
going to lose his coordinator’s title. 

A two-back set, more overall offen- 
sive diversity and, McBride hopes, the 
kind of toughness that is the hallmark of 
Utah defensive squads, were introduced 
this spring. New offensive coordinator 
Craig Ver Steeg was previously Illinois’ 
quarterback coach. 

“We want to be more physical on 
offense and give defenses more prob- 
lems,” said McBride. “If we can’t over- 
power people, we have to be more 
diverse offensively and give the defense 
more to think about.” 

McBride spent the spring mostly think- 
ing about the quarterback to run the Utes in 
the fall. With three games left last season, 


McBride made the move to redshirt fresh- 
man Lance Rice. Yes, the same Rice family 
that donated to the original stadium project. 
Obviously the switch was to give Rice 
a head start for this season, but McBride 
didn’t allow any complacency. Behind 
Rice, there’s 6-3, 210-pound redshirt 


Awakening Expected From Last Year’s Nightmare 


freshman Brett Elliott, the 1999 Oregon 
Player of the Year who had his pick of 
most of the Pac-10 teams. Purdue transfer 
Ryan Breska watched his former team- 
mates play in the Rose Bowl while his pre- 
sent ones were locked out of the 
postseason. 

But Breska's progress took a detour 
when he injured a shoulder in a spring 
practice. 

Rice knew his three-game starting 
stint good for a 2-1 record and oh-so- 
painful home loss to arch-rival BYU wasn't 
enough to guarantee the job, not with 
two more big guns behind him. 

“I'm going into it like | have to prove 
myself all over again,” Rice told the Deseret 
News. “Coach Ver Steeg, doesn’t care 
about last year at all. Everyone is on an 
even plane, and that’s how it should be.” 

For McBride, perhaps the biggest frus- 
tration of last year came with the offense 


2000: 4-7, 3-4 Mountain West (T-5Sth) 
| COACH: Ron McBride — At Utah and Over- 
all: 75-53, 11 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 7 offense, 
|  4defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATER: WR Cliff Russell, 
RB Adam Tate, OL Doug Kaufusi, 
DE Jason Kaufusi, DL Garrett Smith, 
} FB Thomas Fortune 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Renewed deci- 
cation following a disappointing year; 
three strong-armed but youthful quarter- 
backs; established defensive tradition. 


and special teams sabotaging the efforts 
of the defense. Utah struggled to find a 
running game until juco transfer Adam 
Tate rounded into form. D’Shaun Crockett, 
the original starter, will be in the sec- 
ondary this season. The kicking game was 
a disaster with Golden Whetman connect- 


ing on just two of 11 field goal attempts 
before Ryan Kineshiro took over. 

The Utes finished 10th nationally in total 
defense, yielding 288.3 yards per game 
and, third in pass defense (160.1 yards) and 
18th in scoring defense (18.8 points) and 
still couldn't crack the .500 mark. 

Only four starters return on defense. 
End Jason Kaufusi, the MWC Freshman of 
the Year, will work at both strongside line- 
backer and end. The secondary is gone, 
but fifth man Arnold Parker will fill the 
void. 

“Everybody is doing what they're 
supposed to do,” McBride said. “The atti- 
tude is awesome. It’s all about business. 
We know we had problem a year ago, but 
we've got to put that behind us and go 
forward. There’s no dwelling on the past.” 

— Natalie Meisler 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Traditionally 
strong receiving corps must be rebuilt. 
Indecision on quarterback identity can 
hinder offensive progress. There's a dan- 
gerous three game road stretch at Ore- 
gon, Air Force and Indiana. 

OVERVIEW: Normally this would be a 
rebuilding year on defense, especially 
in the secondary, but the talent is there. 
The two-back set could help the run- 
ning game. Utah should develop 
momentum with three straight at home 
in mid-season. 
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ard-luck first-year Wyoming coach 
Hi: Koenning spoke with more 
conviction than Wall Street analysts 
last spring when Koenning declared the 
bottom had been reached. 
Wyoming's fortunes plunged sharper 
than the NASDAQ index, free-falling from 


WYOMING 


COWBOY 


Characteristically competitive in the 
35-21 opening loss at Auburn, the Cow- 
boys never recovered from the shellshock 
or the injuries suffered in a 51-3 demolition 
at Texas A&M. Wyoming got their lone win 
against Central Michigan the following 
week. When the Cowboys couldn't finish off 


freshman quarterback in Jay Stoner, only 
to change the offensive scheme every 
year. The lack of identity, not to mention 
continuity, was reflected on the field. 
When Koenning took over, he wanted 
more than anything to establish continu- 
ity. The stable was fairly thin at running 


" Koenning Hopes 2000 Was Hitting The Bottom 


a perennial conference contender in the 
last half of the 90s, the No. | offense in 
the nation in 1996 to a winless second- 
year Mountain West Conference cam- 
paign. 

Koenning would just as soon forget 
the 1-10 overall and 0-7 MWC records, 
the 46 quarterback sacks or yielding 400 
yards a clip to the opposition. The one- 
time offensive juggernaut was held to a 
touchdown or less four times. 

Saddest of all, there were basketball 
crowds in hoop-crazed hotbed Laramie 
that outdrew some gatherings in War 
Memorial Stadium. 

Koenning spent the winter muttering 
this string of numbers: 14 starters were 
out at one time or another and 38 players 
missed games. There were still 15 MIAs 
rehabbing during spring ball. 


2000: 1-10, 0-7 Mountain West (8th) 
COACH: Vic Koenning: At Wyoming and 
Overall: 1-10, | year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 8 Offense, 


6 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Ryan McGuf- 
fey, OL Adam Goldberg, LB Leo Caires, 
SAI Rich 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Offensive expe- 
rience with continuity in scheme and a 
marked improvement likely in the running 
game. Mental toughening from last year's 
disaster. Senior Al Rich returns to the sec- 
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a struggling Nevada team in the fourth 
game, the wheels came off the rest of the 
year. 

Now it’s up to Koenning, who lost three 
assistants just before the start of spring ball, 
to make sure that last year’s nightmare is no 
more than a blip on the screen and losing 
does not become habit forming. 

“We've got a job to do to get the 
enthusiasm and learning how to win back 
in the program,” Koenning said. 

Koenning was elevated from his 
much-respected role as the defensive 
coordinator in December, 1999 when 
Dana Dimel bolted for Houston. At the 
time, Koenning couldn't believe his good 
fortune to secure a Division I-A head 
coaching job just before his 40th birthday. 

In the wake of more than a decade of 
wide open offensive domination in the 
Dennis Erickson-Paul Roach-Joe Tiller era, 
Dimel had inherited a talented redshirt 


COWBOYS 


ondary to provide leadership. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Team has for- 
gotten how to win and has fallen behind 
the rest of the league's talent base. 

OVERVIEW: No team can duplicate last 
year's debacle. Given the program’ tradi- 
tion prior to last season, it would be 
a mistake for any league opponent to 
overlook the Cowboys. Wyoming will 
sneak up on teams, but is at least a year 
away from contending for the Mountain 
West's first division. 


back; all the previous top receivers ran out 
of eligibility; Stoner never overcame the 
injury bug; and the list goes on. 

“We need to be able to recruit the 
type of players we want,” Koenning said. 
“Obviously we're re-thinking everything 
we did last season.” 

The upside of forcing so many young- 
sters into action before their time is more 
experience down the road. Wyoming returns 
27 players who lettered for the first time last 
season. Koenning wants to establish a high 
school recruiting base (and already made 
inroads in Wyoming's traditional Colorado 
recruiting territory), but by necessity had to 
fill in heavily with junior college players in his 
first two classes. 

There were but two individual stand- 
outs a year ago and only one, sophomore 
wide receiver Ryan McGuffey, is back. Last 
year’s senior leader, linebacker Patrick 
Chukwurah was described by one NFL 
scout as motoring from the first play of 
the opener to the season finale, but he 
couldn't carry the defense by himself. 

Scheduling is a major factor working 
in Wyoming’s favor this time around. The 
Cowboys will get the opportunity to build 
some confidence with a home opener 
against Furman. There's a return date with 
Texas A&M, but at least the Aggies must 
venture to Laramie’s 7,200-foot elevation. 

“We bottomed out last year, but we 
never quit,” said Koenning. “We played a 
lot of young men before they should have 
played, but in the long run the experience 
will be a plus for us.” 

— Natalie Meisler 
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hen Dana Dimel was hired at 
Houston a year ago, he 
promised Cougars fans a wide- 


open, aggressive style on both sides of 
the ball. The one thing he asked for was a 
year. A year for him to get his system in 
place and a transition year for players who 


weren't recruited into Dimel’s style. 

That year is gone. And while the 
Cougars lost their offensive and defensive 
leaders, Houston will be an exciting, up- 
tempo team that could cause waves in 
Conference-USA. 

There were glimpses of that excite- 
ment in 2000. At times, the offense 
looked like some of Dimel’s old Wyoming 
teams. But, special team disasters and a 
defense that gave up 35 points per C-USA 
game, including 45 points in its last three 
games, led to only three wins. 

Though Houston didn't win many 
games, seeds were planted. From his 
arrival last January, Dimel opened up the 
program and welcomed Houston-area 
high school coaches. He was a regular 
speaker at clinics and turned into one of 
the most accessible coaches around. 

The effort resulted in a message being 
sent to the state’s Big 12 schools (Texas, 
Texas A&M, Texas Tech and Baylor) that 
no longer would they simply be able to 
come into Houston and pick players they 
wanted, leaving the Cougars with the left- 
overs. 

Dimel signed 28 players, 13 from the 
Houston area. He inked four junior college 
transfers who will contribute immediately. 

The one the Cougars need most to 
emerge is Nick Eddy, a 6-4, 230-pound 
quarterback. Houston lost Jason McKinley, 
a four-year starter, who started a national- 
best 41 straight games. McKinley didn’t fit 
well into Dimel’s system, but his experi- 
ence made him the leader of a struggling 
offense. Eddy has a strong arm and 
prefers to stay in the pocket. 

The Cougars need Eddy to make the 
transition quickly because there aren’t many 


2001 


HOUSTON 


options behind him. Bubba Teague is the 
only Cougars quarterback who has thrown a 
college pass. Houston signed freshmen ~ 
Blade Bassler and Barrick Nealy, both 6-4, 
200-plus pound mobile quarterbacks. How- 
ever, Dime! wants to redshirt both. 

Until Houston establishes a quarter- 


back, experienced receivers will have to 
carry the Cougars offensively. In UH’s 
one-back set, as many as seven receivers 
are used in the rotation. Last season, Brian 
Robinson and KeyKowa Bell combined for 
134 catches and 1,612 yards, fourth best 
in the nation for a receiving tandem. The 
Cougars will put up big numbers if 
Orlando Iglesias returns from an ankle 
injury that kept him out all of 2000. He 
ranks fourth all-time on UH’s reception 
and yardage list and has caught a pass in 
32 straight games. 

Establishing a running game early is 
a necessity. Joffrey Reynolds and Leif Penn 
both started games in 2000. Reynolds is 
the better receiver, which will probably 
make him the starter. Chris Robertson is 
a Texas transfer who can play tailback or 
fullback. 

Up front, the Cougars have both 
starters (tackle Jabari Beauford and guard 
Darnerius Watson) back on the right side 
and center Al James returns. 


| 2000; 3-8 overall; 2-5 C-USA (T-7th) 
| COACH: Dana Dimel — At Houston: 3-8, 
| 1 year; Overall: 26-20, 4 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 8 offense, 
6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Orlando Igle- 
sias, WR Brian Robinson, WR KeyKowa 
Bell, SS Heard Robinson, WS Hamin Milli- 
gan, FS Hanik Milligan, CB Jason Parker 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Receivers and 


secondary. The Cougars should be able to 
throw and defend the pass. Bell and 


The Cougars lost their defensive 
“quarterback” in Wayne Rogers, the C- 
USA Co-Defensive Player of the Year. 
Travis Griffith, Justin Davis or Nick Stavi- 
noha, a catcher on UH’s baseball team, 
will take over in the middle. 

The Cougars had problems last season 


because of a defensive line that never 
gelled. The result was a secondary that 
was forced to cover pass-happy teams 
who were throwing the ball against an 
almost non-existent pass rush. Lee Inger- 
soll is the sole survivor from that unit. This 
year’s secondary is talented and experi- 
enced, but if Houston has any chance to 
contend, junior college standouts Bryan 
Hill and Adrian Lee need to have immedi- 
ate impact. 

Cornerback Jason Parker is one of the 
best cover corners in C-USA. He is one of 
four starters back in the secondary. 

Expect the Cougars to play more 
starters on special teams in 2001. Last sea- 
son, UH had eight kicks or punts blocked. 
Jeff Patterson, who lost the punting job to 
the departed Mike Clark, is back. Redshirt 
freshman Dustin Bell or Hofstra transfer 
Jimmy McClary will be the kicker. 

— Cody Monk 


Robinson are the top returning duo in the 
nation. Parker is one of the best cover cor- 
ners in the conference. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Little experi- 
ence at quarterback. For the second 
straight year, Houston returns only one 
defensive line starter. 

OVERVIEW: Initiation into Dimel’s wide 
open, aggressive style is over. The 
Cougars expect to contend in a balanced 
CUSA. If a defensive leader emerges, 
they can. 


Linpy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 199 


PIGKING ili- 


WIEMLG 


Tough Start Will Help Bulldogs Win the WAC 


with three consecutive losses. And still 

be favored to win the WAC. The Bull- 
dogs, who will be underdogs against Col- 
orado, Oregon State and Wisconsin, is the 
class of the league ... and will be better off 
for having toughened up on those big con- 
ference schools in September. And who 
knows? Maybe Fresno State will catch Col- 
orado looking ahead. Or perhaps Fiesta Bowl 
winner Oregon State will come out flat in 
Fresno. Or Wisconsin will be in the midst of 
a shoe scandal. 

“We wouldn't schedule those universi- 
ties if we didn't feel like we had a chance to 
win," Fresno State coach Pat Hill said. 
"National exposure is only good if you field 
a competitive team. We believe we have 
recruited the kind of players who will go 
out and give a good account of themselves 
against quality programs. 

" Either way, those games will set the 
table for what Hill hopes is a WAC champi- 
onship banquet. The league will be hoping 
that good showings (or a win) will earn 
respect for a conference that lost Texas Christ- 
ian to Conference USA this season and lost its 
affiliation with the Mobile Alabama Bowl in 
the spring. 

WAC commissioner Karl Benson 
wanted that tie-in for the teams in the Cen- 
tral Time Zone. For now, if Tulsa, Southern 
Methodist or Rice does well in the WAC 
race, the only destinations are the Humani- 
tarian Bowl in Boise, Idaho, and the Silicon 


1, Fresno State 


Frei State is likely to begin to season 


Valley Football Classic in San Jose, Calif. 

Not exactly an easy hop for fans of those 
schools. Another thing that could hurt the 
league is Fresno State doesn't appear to 
have a WAC equal. Last year, Texas-El Paso 
lost to new WAC member Boise State in the 
Humanitarian Bowl. It's possible these 
schools could rise to the occasion once 
more, but they'll have to do it without 

a proven quarterback. 

Folks in Dallas keep waiting for SMU to 
go to the head of the stretch. Instead, these 
underachieving Ponies have remained in the 
back of the pack. Rice's Ken Hatfield is as per- 
plexed with his program as SMU's Mike 
Cavan. Some weekends, Rice makes the 
option look new again. Other Saturdays, 
it's as original as the winged T. 

“For many schools, staying healthy 
breeds success,” Hatfield said. “We lost 
a lot of people last year and it just killed 
our continuity on both sides of the foot- 
ball. You can't play hurt and expect to 
have the kind of success necessary to 
make the postseason. 

“Hawaii is a good example of that. Two 
years ago, the Warriors knocked off Oregon 
State in the Oahu Bowl. The same 11 
played and started on offense in every 
game. That was not the case last season, 
as they tumbled to a 3-9 mark. 

When healthy, Hawaii has the offensive 
personnel to be competitive ... as does 
Nevada and San Jose State. 

The Spartans should be able to move the 
ball up and down the field, thanks to running 
back Deonce Whitaker and quarterback Mar- 


Could struggle early, but it's hard to imagine Fresno State not winning it all. 


Owls make a move with a defense that will be better than some expect. 


_ 3, San Jose State _If Spartans start playing defense, they could challenge Fresno State for the title. 


4, Hawaii 


With nine returning starters on offense, Warriors will be a tough out in WAC play. 


5. Bolse State 


Losses too great for Broncos to overcome in first year in WAC. 


_6. Texas-El Paso 


Defending WAC champs must rebuild ... and won't surprise anybody this year. 


_7. So. Methodist 


RB Kris Briggs has Ponies trying to shake underachiever status. — 


8. Tulsa 
9, Nevada 
10, Louisiana Tech 
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With 17 returning starters, Tulsa should avoid the slump that ruined last season. 


Pro-sized QB David Neill helps Nevada move out of the cellar. 


Adjusting to WAC will take time, especially for defense not ready for prime time. 


cus Arroyo. The Wolf Pack’s David Neill is 
another threat under center who can go 
vertical like an old black-and-white TV set. 

But finding answers on defense will be 
critical for both. San Jose State finished last 
in the nation in total defense, giving up 476 
yards a game. Nevada yielded an unhealthy 
39 points every Saturday. Fresno State has 
the best chance of doing well on both 
offense and defense. Should the Bulldogs 
falter, it will be a wide-open race filled with 
teams trying to cover their flaws. 


— Paul Arnett 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Deonce Whitaker, RB, San Jose State 

He's one of the most exciting rushe.s in the 
country. He still needs to work on catching the 
football, but if he's allowed to return kicks, 
Whitaker will be among nation’s leaders in 
all-purpose yards. 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


David Carr, QB, Fresno State 
He has the arm strength and size (6-3, 225) 
to play at the next level. For now, he's the leader 
of the best team in the WAC, and if he dupli- 
cates last year's numbers (61.4 percent comple- 
tions, 18 TDs, 2,338 yards), Fresno State will be 
champions. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


D.J. Walker, DB, UTEP 
The free safety has the size and speed to be 
one of the top enforcers in the league, and was 
among the nation's leaders in interceptions with 
five. He also had 10 pass-breakups, proving to be 
a big-time player for the Miners, who continue to 
produce quality defenders. 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 


Isaak Sopoaga, DL, Hawaii 
The junior college transfer was one of the 
most sought-after defensive linemen in the 
country. He was recruited by Nebraska and 
Texas A&M, but opted to play for Hawaii. He 
recorded 31 sacks last year for College of the 
Canyons (Calif.). 
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| TOP TEN TALENT | a ¢ Z2Z00T 
1. Deonce Whitaker Sr. RB  SanJoseSt. Could have gone to the NFL had he 
sae ALL-WAC TEAM 


2. David Carr Sr. QB Fresno St. Has the potential to lead Bulldogs to 
the promise land 


OFFENSE - First Team 


David Carr ; = 220 Fresno State 
Kris Briggs 5 - 215 SMU 
4, Lee Mays Sr. WR UTEP Already has 27 touchdowns and 2,175 a ree RS ea 
yards in receptions 68 Incys : s 190 UTEP 
Donald Shoals ; - 175 Tulsa 
5. Vince Manuwai = Jr. OL Hawaii Warriors touting talented guard for Jeremy Johnson - 6-4 203 Fresno State 
Outland Trophy Chris Fe'esago ay tis 324 San Jose St. 
Heath Fowler ; - 275 Rice 
6. DJ. Walker . DB UTEP The safety hits like a linebacker, Vince Manuwai » 62 296 Hawaii 
covers like a cornerback James McCarthy sé, 285 SMU 
Joe Schey ; - 308 Fresno State 
7. Alan Harper . DL FresnoSt. Third in the WAC last year in tackles Derek Crabtree : = 210 Rice 


for losses with 14 a 
DEFENSE - First Team 
8. Kris Briggs . RB SMU Finished third in the league in rushing 


‘ Larry Brown : - 290 Rice 
th 828 yard 
we 28 arts Nick Burley f - 246 Fresno State 
9, Vie Viloria . LB SMU Finished first in league in tackles Alan Harper » 6-2 285 Fresno State 
with 130 Mike losua ap esG: 282 Hawaii 
Dan Dawson ; - 200 Rice 
10, Dan Dawson Tied for lead in interceptions with Pisa Tinoisamoa 3 a ults Hawaii 


seven, also recorded 88 tackles Vic Viloria 5 - SMU 
Crance Clemons ; - UTEP 


Vernon Fox : - Fresno State 
Quintin Mikell ; - Boise State 
D.J. Walker ; - UTEP 
Travis Hale ; - Rice 


August 25 - Te 
Fresno State vs. Colorado The Bulldogs travel to Boulder to OFFENSE - Second Team 


play in first Jim Thorpe Classic David Neill - 6-5 200 Nevada 


Ken Bohanon ‘ = 247 Tulsa 
September | Brock Forsey . 5-11 194 Boise State 
San Jose St. at Southern Cal —_Last year, Spartans came close to Bemrd\Berian | 61. 175 Fresno State 


stunning Trojans 
Oregon State at Fresno State Bulldogs have 15-game winning ba cn Sengaonageép aepe 
ee eT See Trey Darilek iy Be 270 UTEP 
September 8 Matt Hill . 66 305 — Boise State 
TCU at So. Methodist Horned Frogs have left the WAC, Manly Kanoa . 65 314 Hawaii 

but rivalry will not die Randy Richard . 6 305 Louisiana Tech 
Fresno State at Wisconsin Give those Bulldogs credit for Kevin Shatter . 65 287 Tulsa 

opening with difficult Chris Earnest . 6 193 ‘Tulsa 

non-conference foes 


September15 ..### || SEFENSE - Second Team 
Stanford at San Jose State Underdog Spartans have won three Kevin Aldridge c #6: 250 SMU 


in a row in this Bay Area rivalry Warrie Bridwell Ge 250 SMU 
September 29 Laanui Correa nC: 253 ~—- Hawaii 
Boise State at Idaho Former Big West rivals keep Brandon Green - 63 230 Rice 
alive the battle of Idaho Jorge Cordova hye alk 235 Nevada 
October 6 John Nash 5 205 Louisiana Tech 
. ; Rashard Pittman : - 225 Rice 
UTEP at Alabama Uh-oh ... Dennis Franchione could i ; 
; : Kevin Garrett 4 190 SMU 
have Tide rolling by October Ronnie Hardiman So. 6-0 170 Nevada 
November 3 Nate Jackson . 5 168 —_ Hawaii 
Rice at Fresno State Bulldogs needed 11 points in final Alex Wallace 169 San Jose State 
2 minutes to win last year's meeting Mat McBriar oe 189 Hawaii 


3. Donald Shoals Sr. WR Tulsa Is a big-time threat as a wideout and 
a return man 
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en Hatfield has rolled around the 
eae a few times. If there’s 
omething to see, the Rice head 
coach, in his eighth year in Houston and 
23rd overall, has probably seen it. Last sea- 
son, though, Hatfield had to throw his 
hands in the air and admit he may not have 


ever experienced a year as strange as 2000. 

The injury bug was more like the injury 
monster. The Owls started three different 
quarterbacks and used four overall. Offen- 
sive lineman Aaron Sandoval, expected to 
be an anchor on an already solid offensive 
line, went down with a knee injury before 
the year started. Noseguard B.}. Forguson 
missed six games. Even kicker Derek Crab- 
tree missed a game with an injury. 

Things got so desperate that Hatfield, 
known for his spread option attack, had to 
actually throw the ball. 

The injuries made Rice go deeper than 
Hatfield would have liked. That should 
pay off this season. Rice lost only 11 play- 
ers from last year’s team. On offense, 18 
players who started at least one game 
return. On defense, 19 return. 


Scott Wachenheim took over as offen- 


2000: 3-8 overall; 2-6 WAC (T-6th} 

COACH: Ken Hatfield — At Rice: 34-42-1, 
7 years; Overall: 145-104-2, 22 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19: 8 offense, 
9 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: FS Jason Hebert, 
LB Dan Dawson, P Travis Hale, K Derek 
Crabtree, C Aaron Sandoval, DT Larry 
Brown, FB Jamie Tyler 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Scheme and 
experience. Rice's spread option is 
tough to prepare for. The Owls finally 
have players who know it well with 50 
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sive coordinator, but the offense is Hat- 
field’s baby. It’s a system predicated on 
confusing defenses with multiple blocking 
schemes and a quarterback who runs the 
option. Jeremy Hurd, the likely starter, 
missed half of last season with injuries. 
Corey Evans stepped in, but missed the 


final three games with a knee injury. 
Sophomore Kyle Herm was forced into a 
starting role, but needs more experience. 

Both Hurd and Evans need to get bet- 
ter at passing if the Owls are serious about 
throwing more. But, don’t expect an aerial 
showcase. Hatfield said the Owls will 
throw because several speed options have 
developed and they are going to up the 
reps in practice so the defense can be bet- 
ter prepared to face WAC passing. 

The threat at receiver is 6-2, 185- 
pound Gavin Booth, a tall, speedy sopho- 
more who, as a true freshman, had 18 
catches for 313 yards, 110 of which came 
against WAC co-champion UTEP. Senior 
Gilbert Okoronkwo is another tall (6-3) 
option and a good run blocker. Brandon 
Manning and Travis Thompson both 
started games at tight end last season. 

Up front, the Owls lost left tackle Rod 
Beavan, who set the Rice record for career 


returning lettermen. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Recovery 


from injuries. Both of the top quarterbacks } 


return from injuries. Aaron Sandoval 
moves to center after missing a year 
with an injury. 

OVERVIEW: Experience makes Rice 


improved. The Owls play at Nebraska, but 


don't play three heavyweights like in the 
past. If the quarterback situation is settled 
early, Rice could finish among the WAC's 
top three. 


starts with 47. A starter returns at every 
other position, but there will be movement 
to make room for sixth-year senior San- 
doval, who will move to center after start- 
ing two years at tackle. Left guard Heath 
Fowler and right tackle Billy Harvin both 
started every game last year and right 


guard Ryan Smith started nine. Anthony 
Mowry slides into Beavan’s spot giving the 
Owls an all-senior starting lineup. 

The Rice defense needs to stop teams 
quickly and let the offense chew up the 
clock. The secondary was chewed up early 
after playing Oklahoma and Michigan. It 
got little help from a defensive line that 
tied for last in the WAC in sacks. 

Rice tries to compensate for a lack of 
size up front with speedy linebackers and 
a hard-hitting secondary. The linebackers 
corps returns in tact, led by senior Dan 
Dawson. The outside linebacker made 88 
tackles and picked off seven passes, 
which he returned for a school-record 206 
yards. Rashard Pittman, who started every 
game a year ago, is back on the strong 
side after tying Dawson for the team lead 
in tackles. Joe Bob Thompson and Jeff 
Vanover will share the weak side spot. 

The secondary is experienced, but will 
miss enforcer Travis Ortega. Free safety 
Jason Hebert is an all-conference type. 
But, there is no headhunter in a secondary 
that is grossly undersized, with no player 
over 190 pounds. 

Larry Brown and Forguson are solid 
at tackle, but Forguson is coming off a 
knee injury. Clint Johnson should take 
over at one end. Brandon Green is the 
other end and the only non-senior on the 
defensive line. 

On special teams, the Owls need to 
find a kick returner to ignite a unit that fin- 
ished last in the WAC. Travis Hale (41.6 
yards per kick) is the conference's top 
punter. Derek Crabtree led Rice in scoring 
last season after making eight of 12 field 
goal attempts and 26 of 28 extra points. 

— Cody Monk 
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ike Cavan knows the spotlight is 
M: him this season. The fifth-year 

SMU coach knows he needs a 
team as slick as his year-old Gerald J. Ford 
Stadium. He knows he needs to reverse a 


trend that has seen the Mustangs lose one 
more game than the previous season in 


rushing last season, but had the worst 
average of anyone in the top 10 and has 
battled injury problems. He had trouble 
getting outside last season, causing Cavan 
to play speedy true freshman Keylon Kin- 
cade. 


In addition to September problems, 


On defense, the Mustangs, who return 
10 starters and their top 11 tacklers, 
revolve around junior Vic Viloria, the team 
captain. Sophomore Jarrian James and 
junior Billy Jack Williams have the speed to 
cover receivers in the flat. 
The defensive line must get a better 


More Size Needed For Mustang Turnaround 


each of his four years on the Hilltop. He 
knows he needs some breaks at quarter- 
back and on the injury front. 

And if flipping a switch and making it 
happen was that easy, Cavan would have 
done it a long time ago. But things nor- 
mally don’t change that quickly, or easily, 
at SMU. Though a lot of the Mustangs’ 
misfortunes in 2000 fall directly on him, 
Cavan operates a program under some of 
the most restrictive and selective recruit- 
ing rules in the country. Late last year, the 
administration somewhat lightened the 
restrictions that were put in place after the 
school received the NCAA’s “Death 
Penalty” 14 years ago. But, Cavan and 
staff still don’t operate from a budget or 
talent pool anywhere close to the schools 
they recruit against. 

The process makes Mustangs coaches 
be more selective and cross their fingers 
on more recruits than they would like. The 
on-field results have been a reflection of 
the antiquated policy. 

After an inspiring — and sweltering 
— win over Kansas to open on-campus 
Ford Stadium, the Mustangs lost six 
straight. Four of those losses came in Sep- 
tember making the Ponies 2-14 in Sep- 
tember under Cavan. 

In the six-game losing streak, SMU's 
biggest problem was magnified. The Mus- 
tangs don’t have enough offensive line size 
to give backs running room or defensive 
line size to have an effective pass rush. 

This season, experience up front and a 
healthy backfield should improve the 
results. Left tackle Joey Salten, left guard 
James McCarthy and right guard Thornton 
Chandler are returning starters. 

Kris Briggs was third in the WAC in 


Cavan, for the fourth straight season, tin- 
kered with his starting quarterback. He 
pulled two-year starter Josh McCown before 
the Hawaii game and replaced him with 
junior college transfer David Page. McCown 
eventually transferred; Page was moved to 
a backup; and the reigns were handed over 
to Kelan Luker, a strong-armed sophomore 
who started some as a true freshman. 

If Luker can shake off rust early, the 
Ponies can have success throwing the ball. 
Junior Chris Cunningham, also one of the 
WAC's best kick and punt returners, is 
SMuU’s most steady receiver. Johnnie Free- 
man had seven touchdown receptions last 
season. Billy Ford, who had 28 receptions 
a year ago, and Luker’s high school team- 
mate Cody Cardwell are sure-handed, pos- 
session receivers. 

Junior tight end John Hampton is 
SMU's top offensive threat. He caught 
a team-high 46 passes. 


MUSTANGS 


| 2000: 3-9 overall; 2-6 WAC (T-6th) 


COACH: Mike Cavan —At SMU: 18-27, 
4 years; Overall: 85-76-2, 15 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 8 offense, 
10 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: TE John Hamp- 


ton, RB Kris Briggs, WR Chris Cunning- 
ham, WR Johnnie Freeman, LB Vic Viloria, 
CB Kevin Garrett, DT Warrie Birdwell 

| PRIMARY STRENGTH: Wide receiver 
depth and speed. Center and right guard 
are the only positions without at least one 
starter. SMU has three wideouts that can 


push to help a worn out secondary. Ends 
Kevin Aldridge, Markus Pratt and Johnson 
Patman, all seniors, combined for 58 tack- 
les and 10 of SMU’s 23 sacks. The prob- 
lem comes in the middle where 
272-pound junior Warrie Birdwell nor- 
mally gets pushed around by bigger 
guards. Junior Lute Croy and senior Chris 
Post have also started at tackle. 

Junior Kevin Garrett is the leader of a 
secondary that has no seniors, but a lot of 
experience. Five players return who 
started at least one game last year. 

Adam Walterscheid handles kickoffs 
and will begin fall as the punter. Kicker 
Jacob Crowley became more consistent as 
the year progressed. But, highly-regarded 
freshmen Chris McMurtray and Russ Davis 
should immediately contribute. 

— Cody Monk 


outrun most WAC defensive backs, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Who will lead 


the offense? Two-year starter Josh 
McCown transferred, Part-time starter 
David Page is the backup. Projected 
starter Kelan Luker hasn't thrown a pass 
in a game in almost two years. 


OVERVIEW: Cavan knows he must win. 


Another slow start will make .500 an 
uphill battle. 
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TCU 


away from making the Bowl Champi- 

onship Series really nervous. The 
Horned Frogs rolled their way through 
their first seven games, winning by an 
average of 29 points, including a 41-14 
win over Big 10 co-champion Northwest- 


L: season, TCU was three points 


ally-televised season opener against 
Nebraska in the Pigskin Classic in Lincoln. 
Tomlinson, fullback George Layne and 
four offensive line starters are gone, as are 
six starters from the nation’s No. 1 defense. 
Also, the architect of that team, Dennis 
Franchione, now calls Alabama home. 


FROGS 


Frogs led the country in scoring defense 
and total defense. End Chad McCarthy is 
the only returning line starter and corner- 
back Bo Springfield is the only returning 
secondary starter. 

However, Patterson, who was defen- 
sive coordinator under Franchione, is now 


Did Upstart Horned Frogs Lose The Fran-Chise? 


ern. TCU rose to No. 9 in the Associated 
Press poll and became the most serious 
threat ever from a non-BCS conference. 

Then the slip up came and BCS collars 
were loosened. The Frogs, who moved 
this year for the WAC to Conference USA, 
lost on the road to San Jose State, so the 
voters had their reason to not allow TCU 
into the exclusive party. 

Despite missing out on being the first 
team from a non-BCS conference to make 
one of the big bowls, TCU received 
unprecedented national publicity. Running 
back LaDainian Tomlinson was a Heisman 
Trophy finalist and current head coach 
Gary Patterson was one of six finalists for 
the Frank Broyles Award, given to the 
nation’s top assistant. 

The closest TCU will get to equaling 
those heights in 2001 is the Frogs’ nation- 


2000: 10-2 overall; 7-1 WAC (T-Ist) 

COACH: Gary Patterson — At TCU and 
Overall: 0-1, Ist year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 4 offense, 
5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Casey Print- 
ers, LG Victor Payne, WR/KR LaTarence 
Dunbar, LB Chad Bayer, DE Chad 
McCarty 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Casey Printers. 
Printers may be the most well-rounded 
quarterback in Conference USA. 


“Our coaching staff and players have got 
to get to know one another,” Patterson said. 
“We lost 26 seniors. We have to find out the 
chemistry of this team. We have won back- 
to-back conference titles and gone to three 
straight bowl games. This team is determined 
to continue that tradition.” 

For the bowl streak to reach four, 
quarterback Casey Printers will have to 
carry the offense and the Frogs will need 
to develop depth. 

The offense doesn’t have the fire- 
power of last year’s team that scored a 
school-record 410 points. Left guard Vic- 
tor Payne is the only returning offensive 
line starter. Senior Andrew Hayes-Stoker 
and sophomore Ricky Madison, the lead- 
ing contenders for Tomlinson’s tailback 
spot, have 414 combined career yards 
and three touchdowns. 

The Frogs will be solid defensively but 
won't dominate like last year. In 2000, the 


HORNED FROGS 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Where does 
the offense come from? LaDainian 
Tomlinson and his fullback, George 
Layne, are gone. So are four offensive 
line starters. 

OVERVIEW: The Frogs aren't going to pile 
up points or dominate defensively like 
last year. No BCS bowl will be getting 
nervous over them going | 1-0. There is 


still enough talent for TCU to make noise 


in its first C-USA season. 


the head coach, which should allow the 
defense to hit its stride early, especially 
against the run. Since Patterson came to 
TCU in 1998, the Frogs have held oppo- 
nents to 100 yards or fewer in 18 of 35 
games. Chad Bayer, who led the Frogs in 
tackles, is one of three senior starting line- 
backers. The unit should be helped if Ten- 
nessee transfer Devon Davis, who missed 
spring practice with a shoulder injury, 
turns out to be as good as advertised. 

Printers, a junior, simply has to be 
spectacular for the Frogs to score points. 
When he arrived two years ago, Printers 
was a running back that happened to play 
quarterback. He developed a passing game 
because of the luxury Tomlinson provided 
for two seasons. That security blanket is 
gone. The onus for moving the Frogs now 
falls on Printers getting the ball to a group 
of nine receivers that had a combined 32 
receptions last year. 

Last season, Printers was as accurate as 
any quarterback in the nation. He was 
fourth in the country in passing efficiency. 
Because of the inexperience up front, Print- 
ers may have to move around more. 

On special teams, TCU is both spec- 
tacular and suspect. Dunbar led the nation 
in kickoff returns with a 33.7-yard average 
and, for the second straight year, TCU led 
the country as a team. 

Dunbar had two returns for touch- 
downs, taking one back 95 yards in the 
season opener against Nevada and 
another for 100-yards against SMU. Junior 
punter Joey Biasatti returns after missing 
five games with a broken leg. True fresh- 
man Mike Wynn is expected to immedi- 
ately handle place-kicking duties. 

— Cody Monk 
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eith Burns’ task was made clear 
ee he took over the Tulsa pro- 

gram last year. He needed to build 
a program, but he also needed to win 
immediately if the Golden Hurricane was 


going to have a chance of maintaining 
success as a Division | athletic program. 


Tulsa still finished below .500, but the 
strides Burns made and 17 returning 
starters have Golden Hurricane fans as 
excited as ever about football. 

Despite winning only five games in 
2000, the team finished with Tulsa’s best 
record since the 1991 Freedom Bowl sea- 
son. The Golden Hurricane won two WAC 
road games for the first time ever and fin- 
ished the season with two wins for the 
first time in nine years. 

Though Tulsa scored 20 points per 
game a year ago, the Golden Hurricane 
will be more explosive now that the offen- 
sive line has stability and junior quarter- 
back Josh Blankenship continues to 
mature. 

Blankenship has started since he was 
a true freshman. He was named Freshman 
of the Year, but interception problems 
plagued him the first part of his career. As 
he started to throw the ball more last sea- 
son, he became more comfortable and 
selective. Blankenship’s 2,507 yards were 
the fourth most in school history. He 
threw for over 300 yards twice (New 
Mexico State and Oklahoma State) and is 
77 yards short of 4,000 career yards. 

Blankenship’s numbers should be 
even better this year with Donald Shoals 
back. He was fourth in the nation in 
receiving yards (1,195), 10th in yards per 
game (99.6) and 11th in receptions per 
game (6.7). That was in addition to finish- 
ing 10th in the nation in punt return aver- 
age (15.6). 

Darrell Wimberly is the only other 
returning receiver that had a reception last 
season. Tight end Jarod Roach, who 
caught 22 passes last season, needs to 
have a big season. 


TULSA 


Tulsa returns three starters on the 
offensive line, but both guard positions 
need to be filled. Left tackle Kevin Shaffer is 
the leader and the only senior among the 
Golden Hurricane’s top 11 linemen. He will 
be counted on to take control of a young 
offensive line. Last year, Tulsa gave up 38 


sacks, second worst in the WAC. 

For Shoals and Blankenship to be 
effective, the running game needs to be 
better than its 2.9-yard average of a year 
ago. Ken Bohanon is a good short 
yardage back. Almost 17 carries a game is 
too many. That load needs to fall on Eric 
Richardson, who ran for 400 yards in the 
last two games and became the first Tulsa 
back since 1952 to go over 190 yards in 
consecutive games. 

The focus is on the offense because 
the defense could, again, be a problem. 
The entire secondary and three linemen 
return. But linebacker Ashon Farley, who 
averaged almost 10 tackles per game, is 
gone and size up front is a problem. 

Junior nose guard Sam Rayburn (6-3, 
290) is the only player in the defensive line 
rotation that weighs over 260 pounds. 
That could make for another long season 
for a run defense that was 103rd in the 


2000: 5-7 overall; 4-4 WAC (5th) 


COACH: Keith Burns — At Tulsa and Over- 
all: 5-7, | year 


| RETURNING STARTERS: 17: 7 offense, 


8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: wr Donald 


Shoals, QB Josh Blankenship, RB Ken 
Bohanon, RB Eric Richardson, DE Drew 
McLaughlin, CB CJ. Scott, ROV Keithan 
McCorry, BAN Harold Burgess 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: Offensive back- 
field. WR Donald Shoals is one of the 
nation’s top returning receivers. 


nation in 2000. Ends Drew McLaughlin 
and Brad Hawkins are barely 230 pounds. 
Junior college transfer D’Wayne Mcintosh 
(6-5, 270) immediately becomes a starter 
simply because of size. 

The problems up front mean more 
action than wanted for Tulsa’s secondary, 


which plays an attacking, five-man back- 
field. In 2000, defensive backs finished as 
five of Tulsa's top eight tacklers. Because 
the secondary is also undersized — no 
starter is more than 189 pounds — that 
kind of pounding led to an overworked 
and often fatigued unit. Corner C.J. Scott 
picked off five passes last year and will 
need to be this year’s Farley. 

If the defense doesn’t gel quickly, 
Tulsa will need to make plays on special 
teams. The Golden Hurricane led the WAC 
in punt returns and returns for touch- 
downs. 

Punter Casey Lipscomb averaged less 
than 40 yards, but put over 20 percent of 
his kicks inside the 20. Kicker Chris 
Earnest tied for the team lead in scoring. 
He made 80 percent of his kicks inside 40 
yards, but only four of seven beyond. 

— Cody Monk 


OB Blankenship has started since he was 
a true freshman. Two running backs are 
capable of big plays. 

PROBLEMS: The schedule 
has four bow! teams from last year. 
Tulsa must be sharp early against Okla- 
homa and WAC favorites Fresno State 
and UTEP. 


OVERVIEW: |f run defense improves and 


they can beat either Fresno State or UTEP, 
Tulsa could contend in the balanced 
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~ UTEP 


ary Nord wasted little time estab- 
(js himself. In his first season as 

a college head coach, Nord pro- 
duced UTEP’s most wins in 12 years and 
had a school-record seven-game winning 
streak. The Miners shared the WAC title 
with TCU and went to a bow! game for 


the first time in 12 years. It was UTEP’s 
first-ever WAC title and first conference 
title since 1956, 

Tight end Brian Natkin was consensus 
All-American, the school’s first. QB Rocky 
Perez set a school record with 26 scoring 
passes and kicker Ricky Bishop finished as 
UTEP’s second all-time leading scorer. 

Now comes the hard part. Gone are 14 
seniors, 10 of whom were starters. There is 
no established quarterback or running back. 
Lee Mays is the only receiver returning 
who caught a pass last year. Three new 
coaches are in the fold, including defensive 
coordinator Bob Wagner, the former 
Hawaii coach. The offense is likely to strug- 
gle early, so with seven defensive starters 
back, including two All-WAC selections, 
the defense must carry the team. 

Both of the all-conference selections 
(CB Crance Clemons and FS D.J. Walker) 


2000: 8-4 overall; 7-1 WAC |T-Ist) 


GOAGH: Gary Nord — At UTEP and Overall: 


8-4, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 offense, 
7 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Lee Mays, 
TE Joey Knapp, RT Trey Darilek, LB Camar 
Jackson, CB Crance Clemons, FS D.J. 
Walker, CB Weldon Cooks 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Secondary and 
schedule. Three starters return in a sec- 
ondary that finished 19th nationally in 
pass efficiency. The Miners play six home 


were in a secondary that ranked 19th in the 
nation is pass efficiency defense. Clemons 
and Walker and returning cornerback Wel- 
don Cooks broke up 30 passes last season. 
At 165 pounds, Clemons, the only senior 
starter, is undersized, but fast. 

Under Wagner, there is a strong 


safety, but he plays a rover position. Paul 
Smith has linebacker experience, but may 
be too small to provide a consistent pass 
rush, which may open the door for sopho- 
more Joe Young. Sophomore Tim 
Woodard or true freshman Brandon Yaites 
will fill the traclitional free safety spot. 

The rover leaves two linebacker spots 
to stop the run and cover underneath 
passing routes. Camar Jackson, who had 
shoulder surgery in the spring, is back at 
one spot and junior Bubba Wiseman 
should fill the other. 

UTEP needs production from a defen- 
sive line that returns six experienced play- 
ers. Seniors Bobby King and Josh 
Randolph and sophomores Samuel Clarke 
and Daniel Kerr each started games in 
2000. They need to improve on their four 
sack total. At end, Rick Fette, who started 
nine games, Karmul High and Gabe 
Williams are back. 

No matter who throws the ball — 


games and don't play Fresno State. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Who are 
these guys? Three new coaches, includ- 
ing defensive coordinator Bob Wagner, 
the former Hawaii coach. Four quarter- 


backs are in the starting mix, but only one | 

who has thrown a college pass. 
OVERVIEW: Defense must carry UTEP 

early while a quarterback develops. 

In a balanced WAC and with players 

who won a conference title, the Miners 

should contend. 


which is a big question — Mays is going 
to catch it and make big plays. At 6-2, 

190 pounds, Mays, the frontrunner for 
WAC Player of the Year, has blazing speed 
and has soft hands, He had a school record 
15 touchdown catches in 2000 and holds 
the UTEP career receiving touchdown mark 


with 27. Mays will get double- and triple- 
teamed this season because no other 
returning receiver caught a pass last year. 
Terrance Minor could help if he’s able to 
return from a knee injury. 

The Miners need senior tight end Joey 
Knapp to be as much a receiver as Natkin 
was last year when he led the nation’s 
tight ends with 64 catches. At 6-6, 250 
pounds, Knapp has already attracted NFL 
attention. In 2000, Knapp had 20 catches 
and tied for second in the country among 
tight ends with four touchdowns. 

Senior Wesley Phillips, son of former 
Buffalo Bills coach Wade Phillips, will get 
first shot at getting Knapp and Mays the 
ball. But Nord isn’t committed. Phillips 
has thrown only 16 passes in college. 
Freshman Jon Schaper or sophomore 
Gerred Lunnon may get the call if Phillips 
doesn’t establish himself early. 

While Phillips and the receivers get 
comfortable, UTEP’s running back rotation 
will have to be solid again. UTEP averaged 
159.3 yards rushing a year ago and Chris 
Porter, Sherman Austin and Rovann 
Cleveland, all of whom had 100-yard 
games last year, are back. 

That running game will be successful if 
Chris Kerr and Robert Clayton are able to 
take over at center and right guard 
respectively. Right tackle Trey Darilek, left 
tackle Ariel Famaligi and left guard 
Lawrence Norman are returning starters. 

Special teams are a huge concern. 
Bishop and Glen Beard were first-team 
All-WAC choices. Byrce Benekos and Matt 
Smith are true freshmen that will be 
handed jobs when they arrive on campus. 

— Cody Monk 
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SN en eh Oe 


h, the joys of residing in the lower 
As of Division I's food chain. 

Hopes are pinned on bigger 
schools passing over certain recruits. Fin- 
gers are crossed that the ones that are 
signed will somehow suddenly blossom. 
And, most importantly for the university, 


the football team is the sacrificial lamb that 
picks up the non-conference payday games 
and drives the yearly athletic budget. 

That's the life for North Texas coach 
Darrell Dickey. He scrambles for person- 
nel. Tries to scrape up enough money for 
coaches. And he schedules with no regard 
for job security or building confidence. 
Last season, the Mean Green opened with 
four straight losses, three of which came 
to Big 12 teams. The fourth was to Las 
Vegas Bowl champion, UNLV. Since three 
of those were on the road, the Eagles col- 
lected, in order, thrashing, check and 
plane ride back to Denton. 

This season sets up to repeat last 
year’s script. North Texas opens with 
WAC co-champion TCU at home. Then, in 
consecutive weeks, the bags are packed 
for defending national champion Okla- 
homa and Arkansas. The fourth non-con- 
ference game is against Texas Tech, a 
team the Eagles beat in 1997 and 1999. 

The September Sacrifice won't do 
much for self-esteem in a North Texas 
team that must replace its all-time leading 
rusher and its biggest playmakers. The 
defensive line is experienced, but the 
Mean Green suffered significant losses in 
the secondary and at linebacker. With five 
of the Eagles’ first six games away from 
Fouts Field, including at Sun Belt Confer- 
ence favorite South Florida, the chances of 
improving on last year’s three wins will be 
difficult. 

For the Eagles to survive, pressure 
falls on a defense that returns three line- 
men and linebacker Brad Kassell, one of 
the conference's top players. Tackles Chris 
Mclver and Brandon Kennedy were both 
second-team All-Big West in 2000. End 


2001 


NORTH TEXAS 


Ron Parris started a year ago, but Luke 
Conder or junior college transfer Darrell 
Daniels could replace him. SMU transfer 
Alex Pahulu may start at tackle. 

The secondary is fast, but it doesn’t 
have much experience. Cornerback Don 
McGee and free safety Craig Jones are the 


only players with starting experience. 
Opposite McGee, Ty Jackson is one of the 
best kick returners in the Sun Belt. Strong 
safety Jonas Buckles (5-11, 213) was a 
highly-regarded recruit who sat out last 
year as a partial qualifier. 

For the first time under Dickey, the 
quarterback spot may actually be solidified. 
UNT started Scott Hall as a true freshman 
for the last nine games. However, he was 
mainly someone to hand the ball to Ja’Quay 
Wilborn, the school’s all-time leading 
rusher. Hall must improve on his 85 yards 
per game passing of a year ago to take 
pressure off a suspect running game. 

Michael Hickmon, who averaged 4.2 
yards per carry last year, left the team in 
the spring. Junior college transfer Kevin 
Galbreath will start. Three true freshmen, 
including Patrick Cobbs, who rushed for 
2,354 yards as a prep senior, will likely be 
needed. 


| 2000: 3-8 overall; 1-4 Big West (T-4th) 


COACH: Darrell Dickey — At North Texas 
and Overall: 8-25, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 6 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: MLB Brad Kassell, 
DT Chris Mclver, DT Brandon Kennedy, 
LT J.R. Randle, P/K Jason Ball, OB Scott 
Hall, RG Nick Zuniga 

| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience up 
front and LB Brad Kassell. Four of five 


offensive line starters returning. 


The few big plays the Mean Green 
made in the passing game last year came 
courtesy of LaDarrin McLane and Bryon 
Curtis, both of whom graduated. The only 
receivers with experience are Corie 
Massey and George Marshall, who com- 
bined for 19 catches in 2000. Junior col- 


lege transfer Michael Thrash (6-2, 187) is a 
big target who will have to make big 
plays immediately. Tight end Jeff Muen- 
chow has started 16 games the last two 
years, but was hampered most of last sea- 
son by a broken hand. 

Until the uncertainty behind them is 
settled, an experienced offensive line is 
going to have to shoulder a big load. Four 
starters are back, none older than a junior. 
Right guard Nick Zuniga, who started as a 
true freshman, is the best of the bunch. 

Jason Ball handles all the kicking 
duties when he’s healthy. He played most 
of last year with a strained hamstring, 
making six of 10 field goal attempts, 
including a career-long 52-yarder. He 
averaged only 38.2 yards per punt, but 
put 17 inside the 20. 

— Cody Monk 


Three returning on the defensive side. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Building confi- 
dence. Four payday games in the sea- 

son’s first four weeks. Three are away 
from Denton, including one against 
defending national champion Oklahoma. 

OVERVIEW: UNT will limp into Sun Belt 
play without confidence. There are too 
many holes on offense for the Eagles to 
seriously contend. 
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5 Years Ago: 1996 


Unranked Texas, a 21-point underdog, knocked off two- 
time defending national champion Nebraska 37-27 in the first 
Big 12 title game. The defining play of the league's inaugural 
season came when Texas was protecting a 30-27 lead with 
2:40 left. UT coach John Mackovic gambled with his team fac- 
ing fourth-and-one at its own 28. James Brown faked a hand- 
off, rolled to his left and, to the surprise of everyone, passed to 
tight end Derek Lewis for a 61-yard gain to the Nebraska 11, 
setting up Texas’ final touchdown. That took Nebraska, then 
once beaten, out of the running for another national title. 

* Conference Champion: Texas (8-5, 6-2) 

¢ Conference Player of the Year: RB Troy Davis, lowa State; 

DE Grant Wistrom, Nebraska 

¢ Heisman Trophy Winner: QB Danny Wuerffel, Florida 

¢ National Champion: Florida 


10 Years Ago: 1991 


Nebraska and Colorado met on a frozen field in Boulder in 
subzero temperatures and played to a 19-19 tie that left them 
Big Eight co-champions. CU's Greg Biekert returned a blocked 
extra point 85 yards for a two-point defensive conversion, and 
Greg Thomas blocked Byron Bennett's 41-yard field goal try on 
the game's final play to preserve the tie for the Buffaloes. 
A&M had the nation's leading defense and won nine straight 
games before losing to Florida State in the Cotton Bowl. 

* Conference Champion: Big Eight — Nebraska (9-2, 6-0-1), 

Colorado (8-3, 6-0-1); SWC - Texas A&M (10-2, 8-0) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Big Eight: RB Tony Sands, 
Kansas; LB Joe Bowden, Oklahoma. SWC: QB Bucky 
Richardson, Texas A&M; DB Kevin Smith, Texas A&M 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: WR Desmond Howard, Michigan 

* National Champion: Miami, Washington 


I5 Years Ago: 1986 

Big Eight champion Oklahoma routed Arkansas 42-8 in 
the Orange Bowl to avenge what Barry Switzer had called the 
"most disappointing" loss of his coaching career — the 31-6 
defeat to the Razorbacks in the Orange Bowl after the 1977 
season. Texas A&M's run to a second straight SWC title was 
keyed by a 31-30 win over Baylor, which saw the Aggies 
overcome a 17-0 deficit. 

* Conference Champion: Big Eight - Oklahoma (11-1, 7-0); 
SWC — Texas A&M (9-3, 7-1) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Big Eight: QB Jamelle Holieway, 
Oklahoma; LB Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma. SWC: QB Kevin 
Murray, Texas A&M; DB Thomas Everett, Baylor 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: QB Vinny Testaverde, Miami 

¢ National Champion: Penn State 
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20 Years Ago: 1981 


Tom Osborne was in position to win his first national cham- 
pionship as Nebraska's head coach on New Year's Day 1982. But 
the Huskers lost to No. 1 Clemson, 22-15, in the Orange Bowl, 
and it would be 13 more years before they would win the title. 
Backup quarterback Robert Brewer led Texas to its 14-12 win 
over Alabama and the Longhorns finished No. 2 in the national 
polls. Texas represented the SWC in the Cotton Bowl because 
league champ Southern Methodist was on probation and ineligi- 
ble for a bowl. At Texas A&M, Tom Wilson was out after a 7-5 
campaign ... and Jackie Sherrill was in the next year. 

* Conference Champion: Big Eight - Nebraska (9-3, 7-0); 

SWC — Southern Methodist (10-1, 7-1, on probation, 
but did not forfeit championship) 
* Conference Player of the Year: Big Eight: C Dave Rimington, 
Nebraska; DT Jeff Gaylor, Missouri. SWC: 
Eric Dickerson, RB, SMU 
¢ Heisman Trophy Winner: RB Marcus Allen, Southern Cal 
* National Champion: Clemson 


25 Years Ago: 1976 


Texas coach Darrell Royal made headlines when he alleged 
that Oklahoma had used one of its former student assistants to 
spy on the Longhorns. OU coach Barry Switzer called the accu- 
sation "ridiculous." Their annual showdown in Dallas ended up 
in a 6-6 tie. Colorado, Oklahoma and Oklahoma State shared 
the Big Eight championship, with the Buffs losing to Ohio State 
in the Orange Bowl. Houston and Texas Tech shared the SWC 
crown, with the Cougars beating Maryland in the Cotton. 

* Conference Champion: Big Eight - Colorado (8-4-0, 5-2), 

Oklahoma (9-2-1, 5-2), Oklahoma State (9-3, 5-2): 
SWC — Houston (10-2, 7-1), Texas Tech (10-2, 7-1) 

* Conference Player of the Year: Big Eight: RB Terry Miller, 
Oklahoma State; LB Clete Pillen, Nebraska. SWC: Tommy 
Kramer, QB, Rice 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh 

* National Champion: Pittsburgh 


90 Years Ago: 195) 


Baylor's only loss in an 8-1-1 regular season was to SWC champ 
TCU, The Bears then lost 17-14 to Georgia Tech in the Orange Bowl 
after Pepper Rodgers kicked a 13-yard field goal with three minutes 
left. Oklahoma won the Big Seven, but did not go to a bowl. 


* Conference Champion: Big Seven - Oklahoma (8-2, 6-0); 
SWC — Texas Christian (6-5, 5-1) 

* Conference Player of the Year: SWC: DB Bobby Dillon, 
Texas. Big Seven: N/A 

* Heisman Trophy Winner: Dick Kazmaier, HB, Princeton 

* National Champion: Tennessee 
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| Send My FREE ISSUES of College & Pro Football Newsweekly, 
Sportsform, The National Sports Weekly and The Platinum Sheet 
at No Cost or Obligation. 


| 
Name — 
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Most Informative Football/Basketball Address __ 
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To get your free can complete this card, sign it and send it in. 
@ What brand of smokeless tobacco do you use most often? 
CTimber Wolf? CCopenhagen® CSkoal” CiRooster® CiKodiak® OOther____ 


@® What flavor do you use? CiNatural (Wintergreen COther. 
@) How many cans per week? 


Brand? 


@) Do you use chewing tobacco? CYes CONo How many pouches per week? 


© Are you a cigarette smoker? Currently Clused to Cnever @ IF SIGNATURE AND BIRTH DATE 
ARE NOT SUPPLIED, OFFER IS VOID. 

© Name SSS niin eS 

Date of Birth (Required) _ £= as 
Address Month Day Year 
City 
State Zip 
Phone -Mal | 


By submitting this request, | hereby certify that | am 18 years of age, or older as 
may be specified by state law for the purchase of tobacco products, am a current 
consumer of tobacco products and am willing to receive offers in the mail. OFFER 
NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS. Limit one coupon per household. No mail-in request 
facsimile accepted. Good only in the U.S.A. Void where prohibited. Allow 6-8 
weeks for delivery. Offer expires 9/30/01. 


€ ands, (ne. 
Copenhagen, Skoal. and Rooster are registered trademarks of U.S. Totracco Co. Kodiak és a registered trademark of Conwood Co al 36085-47 ©2001 Custom Blends, Inc 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 


: IN THE 
Big Taste UNITED STATES 
e 


Bigger Savings. 
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TIMBER WOLF FREE CAN 
COUPON OFFER 

PO BOX 941 

OWENSBORO KY 42302-9903 


Why Do | Bet? 


Because | like being a part of the action. 


Who am I? 
Just a guy like you or anybody who loves action; 
| could be your mechanic or your doctor. 


Wh ere ad 0 it et‘ ? 


SBG Global. | may like to bet on the ponies 
but | want a sure thing for my offshore wagering service. 
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“JOIN weve! 1 Aad Bonus on initial deposit 
“Up To 30% Bonus for qualified players 


“2 Roun id + rip tickets on Delta Airlines 
Or DirecTV (programming and installation included) 
“Scorephone 1.877.SCORE.10 


“CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 
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